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Radiology's New Chance

SIR,-Your leading article on radiology's
new chance (24 May, p. 464) and the sub-
sequent correspondence (28 June, p. 821 ; 5
July, p. 56) has not discussed one point which
is, I think, of some importance.

It was suggested in your leading article
that the x-ray department should become a
centre for consultation, and that this would
provide an opportunity for the radiologist to
develop an understanding of radiology in his
clinical colleagues. The implication is that
a radiologist be available in the x-ray depart-
ment throughout the day. This can only be
reasonable if the department is of a sufficient
size to provide him with work.

Over much of the country there are small
x-ray departments. These departments con-
sist of one, two, or three rooms, and in these
circumstances the radiologist must have duties
in several departments among which he dis-
sipates his time and effort while being un-
available to the majority of his clinical col-
leagues. While this situation continues there
is likely to be no " new chance for radiology."
-I am, etc.,

DESMOND A. SMITH.
Salisbury General Hospital.

Salisbury, Wiltshire.

Ultrasonics in Medicine

SIR,-At the first World Congress on
Ultrasonic Diagnosis in Medicine held in
Vienna (2-7 June) in association with the
third International Symposium on Ultra-
sonic Diagnosis in Ophthalmology, it was
decided to set up an International Federation
of Medical Ultrasonics based on the Ameri-
can Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine, the
Japanese Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine,
and the Societas Internationalis de Diag-
nostica Ultrasonica in Ophthalmologia.
The British representation was very small

and mainly composed of physicists and the
representatives of commercial firms. It was
therefore decided to defer any decision on the
formation of a British society to join the
federation and on the terminology adopted
at the congress until all those interested had
had a chance to express an opinion.

All interested are therefore asked to notify
me if they are not already a member of the
ultrasonic group of the Hospital Physicists'
Association. They will then be invited to a
meeting to be held probably in London in
November 1969.-I am, etc.,

DOUGLAS GORDON.
Moorfields Eye Hospital,
London W.C.1.

Pampered Patients

SIR,-May I be allowed to support Dr. L.
Mitchell's views (7 June, p. 637) on the
softening-up process which is affecting the
British public. This is particularly notice-
able in any accident and emergency depart-
ment today. People present themselves in
their hundreds with the most trivial of
injuries, often with the encouragement of
factory nurses, ambulance workers, and not
infrequently of over-fearful general practi-
tioners. The beleaguered casualty officer

finds himself in the painful quandary of
having to decide whether or not to x-ray. It
takes a deal of stamina, amounting almost to
medico-legal foolhardiness, to refuse. Yet
with an hour or two's rest any sensible per-
son would realize this was no case to present
to a doctor at all.

It would seem that some deep-seated
psychological malaise is the only explanation
for the excessive fear with which an ever-
increasing proportion of the public view the
normal bumps and bruises of life. It is
hardly an exaggeration to say that the medi-
cal profession is fast becoming a mother's
knee to an affection-starved populace.-I am,
etc.,

S. L. HENDERSON SMITH.
Huddersfield, Yorks.

Clearer References

SIR,-The title of your recent leading
article " Clearer References " (5 April, p. 6)
raised my hopes that you had finally opted
to publish the titles as well as the loci of
references cited in original papers.

This has long been the custom in most
American journals. The advantage both to
the newcomer, who makes a particular paper
his starting point for a search of earlier
literature in a field, and to the expert, whose
memory is more readily jogged by the title
of the paper than merely by the name of a
worker familiar in the area, is inestimable.

Considerations of space can be the only
possible dbjection to this practice. But the
real choice should be between publishing
references with full titles and publishing no
references at all.-I am, etc.,

JOHN M. GOLDMAN.
John Collins Warren Laboratories,

Huntington Memorial Hospital,
Harvard University,

Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Predicting the " Dumper "

SIR,-The incidence, severity, and nature
of postoperative complaints following any
form of surgery for peptic ulcer varies
greatly. Various aetiological factors have
been suggested. Borgstr6m and Billow'
showed that the standard threshold of
alveolar carbon dioxide (STco2) was signi-
ficantly lower in those with severe post-cibal
symptoms than the normals and that this test
was helpful in preoperative determination of
the dumping disposition. Also, there was a
correlation between these tests and psycho-
logical examinations. Following a suggestion'
we decided to find if, using these tests, a
differentiation could be made between cases
with varying severity of post-cibal symptoms.

Eighteen cases, who had had some form of
surgery for peptic ulcer, were selected for
the study. All were males and aged 45-60
years. At the time of examination we were
not aware of the nature and severity of the
post-cibal complaints. The subjects were
asked to complete a Taylor's manifest anxiety
scale which has been shown to be an effective
psychological measure related to clinical anxiety
levels.' The subjects were not allowed to have
any stimulants or sedatives in the preceding
12 hours. One-second forced expiratory
volume (F.E.V.1) and slow vital capacities

(V.C.)' were recorded on a water-filled 10-
litre capacity bell-type spirometer. Three
cases, shown to have airways obstruction,
were excluded from the study. The venti-
latory response to rising levels of PCo2 was
measured using the technique and apparatus
described by Tandon.5 In addition, special
attention was paid to note the end-tidal
Pco2 level at which a rise in minute venti-
lation was observed-that is, to find STcO2.
The post-gastrectomy results were graded by
the surgeon who had been following up the
cases into excellent, very good, satisfactory,
and unsatisfactory.
The mean STco2 and the mean minute

ventilation rate at the end of four minutes of
rebreathing showed no correlation with
either the clinical grading of post-gastrectomy
results or with anxiety levels of these cases
(Table).

Means Levels of Ventilatory and Psychological
Parameters in the' Cases

Clinical Mean Mean Minute Mean
Post- STco2 Ventilation Rate Manifest

gastrectomy mm. of at the End of Anxiety
Result Hg 4 Minutes of Scores

Rebreathing

Excellent . 43 36 litres 10
Very good .. 45 32 litres 31
Satisfactory 47 28 litres 14
Unsatisfactory 45 31-6 litres 18

Borgstrbm and Bfilow1 reported that there
was significant difference in STco2 levels of
those with and without clinically manifest
dumping symptoms. The results presented
here failed to confirm this. Further, there
was no correlation of the level of anxiety
scores with the post-cibal symptoms and the
STco0.

We wish to thank Mr. I. Heinz, consultant
surgeon, for allowing us to study the cases and
for giving his assessment of post-cibal symp-
toms. Our thanks are due to chairman,
Repatriation Commission, for permission to
submit the letter.

-We are, etc.,

M. K. TANDON.
G. FREED.

Central Office, Repatriation Department,
Melbourne, Victoria,

Australia.
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Armed Forces Pay Rise

SIR,-As a general practitioner in the
Army I am most disappointed at the B.M.A.
Armed Forces Committee recommendation to
the Council to accept advertisements for posts
in the Armed Forces (Supplement, 5 July, p.
7). I consider the recent pay increase as
totally inadequate, and urge the B.M.A. to
continue to press for the pay rises it proposed
to the Prices and Incomes Board.-I am, etc.,

ARMY GENERAL PRACTITIONER.
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