
The chairman agreed that this was a matter
that should be taken up with the health
department. There was no objection to chief
administrative medical officers and com-
munity medicine specialists participating in
the setting of objectives but performance
appraisal should be by peer review. He
disagreed with Dr A P D Wilkinson that the
profession was being ostrich like if it did not
accept appraisal as part of the management
process. There was a difference, Dr Ford
said, between a doctor being accountable to
the general manager if he took on a manage-
ment role and having his or her professional
performance appraised.

Protecting doctors against assaults
The council will be warning general practi-

tioners through local medical committees to
take precautions against personal attacks-
usually from people looking for drugs. The
number of assaults on doctors in Scotland
has increased and although several severe
custodial sentences have been imposed on
assailants, the council doubts that these will
necessarily deter a determined drug abuser.
The BMA is advising doctors to report all

incidents and to complete a forthcoming
questionnaire being sent out by the General
Medical Services Committee. The guidance
drawn up by the council has been approved
by the Scottish Home and Health Depart-
ment and the Association of Chief Police
Officers.

"Caring for AIDS"
A conference on caring for people with

AIDS, which is being sponsored by the BMA
and supported by the Scottish Home and
Health Department, will be held in Glasgow
from 27 to 29 January. This is the first
national multidisciplinary conference to be
held on the subject in Scotland, and the
topics discussed will include the special
problems associated with drug abusers,
preventing the spread of infection, local
authority and community support, and re-
sources and planning for the future.
The registration fee is £40. Applications

should be made to the Scottish Secretary,
BMA, 3 Hill Place, Edinburgh EH8 9EQ.

From the BMA

Regrading associate specialists

Until November 1989 up to 100 associate
specialists may apply to be regraded as a staff
doctor. The details are set out in the BMA's
guidance note on the staff grade, which is
available to members from BMA regional
offices.
The scheme will enable those associate

specialists in England and Wales whose work
pattern is similar to that of staff doctors to
seek regrading if it would be financially
advantageous to them.

In applying for regrading associate special-
ists'should bear in mind the following points:
* The scheme will close after one year
or when 100 regradings have been agreed,
whichever is the sooner
* The Joint Monitoring Group has decided
on the regradings in each region
* The health authority in consultation
with the responsible consultant will decide
whether the work currently undertaken by
the associate specialist would be appropriate
for the staff grade
* Associate specialists regraded as staff
doctors would be able to return to the
associate specialist grade only after a formal
application for personal regrading
* Negotiations between the BMA and the
Department of Health on possible improve-
ments to the contracts and terms and con-
ditions of service of associate specialists will
be starting in the near future.

BMA comments on public
health circular

Last month the Department of Health issued
instructions to health authorities on their
responsibilities to improve the health of
the population, including the control of
communicable disease and infection (17
December 1988, p 1570). The department's
circular' follows the government's acceptance
of the main recommendations of the report
Public Health in England.2

Regional health authorities are asked to
review the availability of appropriate public
health advice and skills and report by 31
December 1989 on the appointment of a
regional director of public health. District
health authorities will have to produce pro-
posals by 30 June 1989 on the appointment of
a director of public health; arrangements for
an annual report by the director of public
health on the health of the population;
revised arrangements for prevention and
control of communicable disease and
infection; and collaboration with local
authorities, family practitioner committees,
and other relevant agencies.
The BMA's Central Committee for Com-

munity Medicine and Community Health
discussed the draft circular last September
and asked to meet the chief medical officer to
discuss its concerns. The committee had
been disappointed that the draft made no
mention of health promotion and that the
guidance on control of infection did not make
clear where future responsibility would lie.
The BMA remains concerned that the

published circular does not refer to additional
resources to enable health authorities to
discharge their responsibilities.
The circular states that in the vast majority

ofcases it is expected that the current regional
medical officer or district medical officer will
become the director of public health and that
the implementation of the circular should not
be the cause of any significant loss of scarce
experienced public health consultants. The
CCCMCH will begin early negotiations in the

Joint Negotiating Body on the terms of such
displacement should it become necessary.
The committee believes that the appoint-

ment of the proposed consultant in com-
municable disease control still requires
clarification. It wants to knowv to whom
this new consultant will be accountable,
managerially and professionally. What will
be the role of this consultant in relation to the
director of public health?
The Department of Health proposes to

consult on revised appointment procedures,
particularly the proposal that general
managers should be full members of appoint-
ments committees. TheBMA does not accept
that it is appropriate for a general manager
to have a formal position on a committee
established solely to assess professional com-
petence and suitability for a particular post.

I Department of Health. Health services management. Health of the
population: responsibilities of health authorities. London: DOH,
1988. HC(88)64.)

2 Committee of Inquiry into the Future Development of the Public
Health Functton. Public health in England. London: HMSO,
1988. (Cmnd 289.) (Acheson report.)

BMA research awards 1989

Applications are invited for the BMA board
of science and education's 1989 research
awards. The closing date is 31 March and
further details and application forms are
available from Miss A J Porter, secretary,
board of science and education, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JP.

BMA research awards 1989

Amount
of award

Award Subject of research (1)

H C Roscoe Elimination of the common cold 25 000
Fellowship and/or disease of the human

respiratory system
T V James Bronchial asthma 15 000

Fellowship
Doris Hillier Rheumatism, arthritis, and/or 12 000

Parkinson's disease
T P Gunton Health education, with special 9 500

regard to cancer
Vera Down Disseminated sclerosis, muscular 7 500

dystrophy, and neurological
disorders

Helen Tomkinson Cancer research 5 000
Albert McMaster Cancer research 3 000
John William Causes of blindness 4 500

Clark
Sir Charles Research and record in general 2 000

Hastings practice
Charles Oliver Research and record in general 500

Hawthorne practice
Edith Walsh Respiratory and cardiovascular 1 500

disease
Geoffrey Holt Respiratory and cardiovascular 1 500

disease
Ivy Powell Respiratory and cardiovascular 100

disease
Nathaniel Bishop Hospital practice 550
Harman

Doris Odlum Mental health 500
Insole Causation, prevention, or 400

treatment of disease
Elizabeth Wherry Kidney research 300

Correction

Overseas doctors' training schemes

An editorial error occurred in the article on the
overseas doctors' training schemes (10 December
1988, p 1456). The first sentence on p 1457 should
read: "The essence of the scheme is that candidates
must qualify for exemption from the Professional and
Linguistic Assessment Board test and qualify for
limited registration."
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