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Lieutenant General
Sir ALEXANDER DRUMMOND
GKBE,CB, MRCS, LRCP, FRCS, DLO

Lieutenant General Sir Alexander Drummond, a
former director of army medical services, died on 20
September aged 87. -During the second world war and
subsequent campaigns he was mentioned in dispatches
seven times.

William Alexander Duncan Drummond was born
on 16 September 1901 in South Africa. His family later
returned to England, and he qualified in medicine at St
Andrews University in 1924. While there he was a
member of the university's officers training corps and
met Mabel Fullinger, a biochemist, whom he married
in 1929. He joined the Royal Army Medical Corps in
1925 and in the 14 years up to the second world
war did two five-year tours in India interrupted
by an appointment as a territorial adjutant in
Chelsea. During this time he developed his skills in
otorhinolaryngology.

In 1939 he went to Palestine with 12 General
Hospital. While there he raised and equipped new
hospitals and trained staff, set up a medical stores
organisation, and even ran a hospital train between
Haifa and the Canal Zone; for these activities he was
awarded the OBE. During his time in Palestine he
worked closely with Polish, Greek, and free French
medical units and at one time held the appointment of
assistant director of medical services (Poles) head-
quarters 10 Corps. After Palestine his war took him to
Iraq and Persia, Italy and Greece. While in Italy he
helped treat Yugoslavs, and this was the beginning of a
close relationship with Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav
military medical service. He was subsequently
decorated by both Poland and Yugoslavia.

After the war he went on to Millbank as adviser in
otorhinolaryngology (1946-9) and then as commanding
officer of the Queen Alexandra Military Hospital there
(1949-51), and it was during this period that he
developed ideas on higher medical training and on
hospital standards that were a dominant theme in his
later stewardship. When the communist terrorist
campaign in Malaya was at its height he was sent to be
an "active" assistant director of medical services for
headquarters Malaya. He- threw himself into
organising the medical support of the campaign with
his customary vigour and here began a close relation-
ship with the high commissioner, Sir Gerald Templer,
who later became chief of the imperial general staff.
For his services in Malaya he was created CBE in 1954;
also in that year he was appointed CB.

In 1954 he returned to the War Office as deputy
director general before succeeding as director general
in 1956. He immersed himself in his appointment,
working long hours seven days a week. His impact was
immediately felt throughout the corps, and he entered

will into every aspect of corps activity with the zest of a
on much younger man. One of his highest priorities was
rave continuity of medical training after qualification by all
gdom ranks of the corps and the nursing service. Medical
eer. officers were encouraged and helped in every way to
7ed obtain higher qualifications and higher professional
dd training. He had close links with the Royal Collegewords of Surgeons and introduced a scheme whereby all
,ithin military specialists had to be approved by their
ath royal college before being accepted as consultants.
are Subsequently the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force

adopted similar procedures. His next venture was the

development of central sterile supply of dressings and
instruments to and within hospitals. Again he was
ahead of his time, and this was viewed with suspicion,
though it is now a normal part of hospital activity.
As well as being elevated to KBE in 1957 he was

appointed a knight of the Order of St John and
awarded an honorary doctorate of law at Birmingham
University in 1959 and Punjab in 1960. He retired in
1961 but continued to be active in many ways. He
was colonel commandant of the corps (1961-6) and
president of general hospitals with which he had been
associated during the war. His main hobby also
reflected his devotion to the corps, and he conducted a
vast amount of research into the medals won by the
corps and its predecessors. He became immersed in the
work of the Order of St John and was made deputy
commissioner. Having always had a deep interest in
first aid training, he wrote a textbook for the St John
Ambulance Brigade.

Alexander Drummond was straightforward and
direct in all that he did, with strong views and
high standards. He never seemed concerned about
popularity, but he won loyalty from his juniors and
admiration from all who came in contact with him. His
drive and restless energy characterised his whole
career. He is survived by his wife, Mabel, a scientist in
her own right, who supported and encouraged him in
all his endeavours. -AJS.

J B GIBSON
MB, CHB, FFARCS, DA

Dr J B Gibson, formerly a consultant anaesthetist to
the Northumberland Health Authority, died on
26 October after a long and distressing illness. He
was 65.
John Baird Gibson, the son of a general practitioner,

was born in Paisley on 30 June 1923 and graduated in
medicine from Glasgow University in 1946. After
holding training posts in anaesthesia in Glasgow
Western Infirmary and Sunderland and Newcastle
General Hospitals he was appointed, at the early age of
30, consultant anaesthetist to Ashington Hospital,
Northumberland, and several small hospitals com-
prising the Wansbeck Hospital group. Over the next
15 years John, with a few consultant colleagues,
worked long hours to build up the hospital service in
east Northumberland; this was finally achieved only in
1968 with the opening of the ultimate stage in the
development of Ashington as the district general
hospital. Emergencies hitherto had often been
obstetric ones at small outlying units a considerable
distance away, with the anaesthetist having to help
resuscitate a baby while anaesthetising the mother.

In addition to his clinical duties John took a keen
interest in BMA affairs. He was three times chairman
of the Morpeth (subsequently Mid-Northumberland)
Division and was for a time a northern regional
representative on the Central Committee for Hospital
Medical Services. He was a past president of the North
of England Anaesthetic Society.
John was essentially a shy and modest person but an

ever reliable colleague and loyal friend; unfortunately,
after his retirement in 1985 he was seldom able to enjoy
life as he would have liked. Nevertheless, he found
pleasure in his garden and in travelling abroad with his
wife, Nan, who as Dr Agnes Stark was for years
director of the breast diagnostic unit at Queen
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Elizabeth Hospital, Gateshead. Nan nursed John
devotedly in his long illness, and she survives him with
their son, Robert, and a grand-daughter, Beth.

.JK

L FORMAN
MD, FRCP

l Dr L Forman, consultant dermatologist emeritus at
Guy's Hospital and consultant dermatologist to St
John's Hospital for Diseases ofthe Skin, London, died
on 13 November, having completed 70 years at Guy's.

Louis Forman began his undergraduate studies in
1918 and graduated MB, BS in 1924, being awarded a
Golding-Bird gold medal and scholarship. An upright
and yet modest man, during an early appointment as a
physician he pointed out that some experimental
findings were not exactly as a great man had written
them up. Thus ended his career in general medicine.
Medicine's loss was dermatology's gain, and he was
appointed registrar to the skin department in 1928 and
chief clinical assistant to the actinotherapeutic depart-
ment from 1930 to 1932. Subsequently he became
consultant physician to the skin department, where he
remained until 1967. After his retirement he continued
to attend the weekly ward round and histology sessions
on Wednesdays at Guy's. During the second world war
Dr Forman continued his career, looking after soldiers
and civilians at over a dozen hospitals in the Guy's
sector. He was also in the Home Guard and subdean for
students at Farnborough, Kent.

Louis Forman was internationally known. A careful
and keen observer and an accomplished histologist, he
was always interested in the careers and research
projects of the "juniors." He assiduously attended
meetings and kept cards of all interesting cases and
could refer back to them. A past president of the
section of dermatology at the Royal Society of Medi-
cine, the British Association of Dermatology, and the
St John's Dermatological Society, he was also an
honorary fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine and
gave a Prosser White oration.

Apart from his constant interest in dermatology and
research and his almost encyclopaedic knowledge,
Louis Forman-known to generations as Lolly-had
the rare quality of picking excellent juniors and
colleagues. He was convinced that someone should be
given a job because he or she was the most suitable
person for it, not the most easy to get on with, and he
was known to have successfully appointed several
people whom he did not like because he thought that
they were the best choice.

Lolly enjoyed watching tennis and wrestling. Sadly,
his eyesight was poor in the last years of his life and
he could no longer play the piano. A close friend
devotedly read dermatology to him for several hours
each day, and even at 87 he was more up to date than
his juniors. He is survived by his sister and brother,
and his niece and nephews. -SA.

S G ALEXANDER
MB, BS, FFARCSI, DOBSTRCOG, DA

Dr S G Alexander, an artist, sculptor, poet, and
anaesthetist in Glasgow, died suddenly on 15 October
aged 39.

Simon-George Alexander was born in Bristol, edu-
cated at Clifton College, and graduated in medicine
from The London Hospital in 1974. He then special-
ised in anaesthetics. His great love and talent through-
out his life, however, was art. He temporarily left full
time anaesthetics to further his art and took a degree at
Glasgow Art College, graduating in 1988. An artist in

the fullest sense, he had a wide interest in painting,
sculpture, and poetry. Throughout his career he
bedecked many hospitals' departments with murals
and paintings reflecting his opinions of the times. He
held several exhibitions of his work in Glasgow and
Edinburgh. One of his regular anaesthetic commit-
ments was to Bellshill Maternity Hospital. He had
intended after completing his art degree to combine his
careers in art and medicine and had begun a full
time anaesthetic post at Monklands District General
Hospital a few weeks before his death.
Simon was a committed Christian. Part of his

Christian concern was reflected in his interest in the
Third World: he had visited several African countries
and had recently returned from Nepal. A talented and
caring anaesthetist, he endeared himself to patients
and staff alike. He is survived by his parents and his
two brothers and by his wife, Jackie, and their baby
daughter, Stephanie.-WDA, AJWN.

PJ G SIMONS
FRCP

Dr P J G Simons, consultant physician to Medway
Health Authority, has died aged 58.

Peter Josef Gabriel Simons was born on 10 August
1929 and educated at Bedford School. After national
service in the army he entered St Thomas's Hospital
Medical School, where he won several prizes and
graduated MB, BS in 1956. After junior appointments
at the Gordon Hospital and Brompton Hospital,
London, and at Manchester Royal Infirmary, he spent
several years as a locum consultant with the west
Hertfordshire group of hospitals, Hackney Hospital,
Greenwich Hospital, and Queen Mary's Hospital in
Sidcup. He was subsequently appointed consultant
physician with a special interest in diabetes and
metabolic medicine to Medway Health Authority.

Peter was a skilful and caring physician whose warm
manner inspired great confidence in his patients.
Although he expected high standards of his junior
staff, he showed them great loyalty and took enormous
trouble to further their careers. As chairman of several
district committees he had a gift of reconciling
differences by persuasive argument but could, when
necessary, show great tenacity in supporting causes in
which he believed deeply. He played a major part in the
development of undergraduate teaching locally.

Peter's most notable qualities were honesty and
integrity. A sensitive and cultured man, he had a
passion for music, art, and literature and enjoyed the
company of a wide circle of friends. He is survived by
his mother and brother. -IMO'B.

E CZEPULKOWSKI
MB, CHB

Dr E Czepulkowski, formerly a general practitioner in
Ashton under Lyne, died on 13 July after an un-
expected illness.
Edward Czepulkowski was born near Vilno, Poland,

on 1 September 1913. After military service he studied
medicine at the University of Vilno. During his final
year the second world war broke out, and so he fought
to defend his beloved Poland in the antitank corps,
only to be caught and imprisoned by the Russians for
over a year. On his release he joined a Polish corps
fighting in north Africa and Italy. When the war
eventually finished his home was no longer in Poland,
and so he had to restudy at the Polish School of Medi-
cine in Edinburgh while as a lieutenant demobilising
the Polish troops and earning the money in other ways;
he graduated in 1947. He decided to pursue general
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practice as a career and after assistantships in north
Wales and Manchester set up his own practice in
Ashton under Lyne, where he worked with total
dedication until he retired in 1985.
Never did his enthusiasm for medicine wane, and he

always kept up to date. There was no problem he could
not solve for his family, colleagues, and patients. He is
survived by his wife, Helena, and by a daughter, son,
daughter in law, and twin grandchildren. -ECC.

C E LANGLEY
MB, BS, FRCGP

Dr C E Langley, formerly a general practitioner in
Dorset, died on 24 September aged 80.

Charles Edmund Langley was educated at Reading
School and The London Hospital and started a family
tradition in medicine extending through three genera-
tions, which included his brother, his son, and grand-
sons. During his student days he lived at the Medical
Missionary Association, which both reflected his
interests and helped form his future. After graduating
in 1934 he worked first at the King George V Hospital
in Valetta, Malta, and subsequently as a medical
missionary in Nigeria with the Sudan United Mission
at Vom Hospital. His missionary service was inter-
rupted by the war, during which he found himself
running a singlehanded rural practice in Norfolk and
encouraging the local population, both from the pulpit
on Sundays and in the Home Guard parade ground
during the week.

After the war he entered practice in rural Dorset,
forming a partnership that became a friendship of
immense worth. His full life was a masterly balance of
his many interests and his high values, which included
not only total dedication to his patients but also the
value he placed on family life, his responsibilities to the
local community, his delight in ornithology and
botany, and his passion for preaching and teaching the
gospel at every invitation and opportunity.

Retiring at the age of 65 he moved to Bedford, where
he yearned to practise family medicine again and after
only three months became an assistant in general
practice, combining this with being an elder in the
Baptist Church for the next 10 years. A sudden illness
seriously curtailed his final years, though he finally
outlived his younger brother, Dr Harold Langley, by
one year. -DCL.

T J D WALKER
MB, BCHIR

Dr T J D Walker, formerly a general practitioner in
Pangbourne, Berkshire, died on 17 November aged
65.
Thomas John Deverill Walker was educated at

Oundle, where he was captain of criclket, in the
rugby XV, and captain of the Nottinghamshire county
schoolboy cricket XI, before going on to Trinity Hall,
Cambridge, where he won his wartime cricket blue and
captained the university, later being elected president
of the Trinity Hall Crescent Club. His clinical training
was at St Thomas's Hospital, London, where he
graduated in 1949. He did his national service in the
Royal Air Force, where, unusually for a national
service officer, he rose to the rank of squadron leader
and was in command of an x ray screening unit.
On demobilisation he joined a general practice in

Pangbourne, where at once he took a full part in local
affairs and served his term as chairman of the parish
council. He was appointed medical officer to Pang-
bourne Nautical College (later Pangbourne College)
and remained the school doctor until ill health forced

his retirement. He was at his best at dealing with school
problems and never lost touch with his old school,
being for 25 years the liaison officer between the Old
Oundelian Society and the Grocers' Company and
serving as president of the society in 1971-2. His
appointment as a member of the school's governing
body gave him immense pleasure. He was a keen golfer
and, naturally, had been captain of the local club.
Tom was always kind, cheerful, polite, immensely

patient, quite unflappable, and imbued with a common
sense approach to all problems. His staff was ever
grateful for his steady and wise counsel in practice
affairs. Five years ago he was found to have a malig-
nancy. He tolerated his slow decline first by ignoring it
and then by refusing to allow it to get the better ofhim,
showing unending cheerfulness and fortitude.
He is survived by his wife, Joyce, whom he married

in 1950, and his children, Tim and Boo.-JRBD.

O S CROWTHERS
LRCP&SED, LRFPSGLAS, LDSRCS

Dr 0 S Crowthers, who had worked in the north east
for more than 50 years as both a doctor and a dentist,
died on 29 October aged 88.

Orry Smedley Crowthers qualified in dentistry in
1924 and then in medicine in 1927. He served for
many years as honorary dental surgeon at the Children's
Hospital, Newcastle, meanwhile continuing in his
father's dental practice in Jarrow: Jarrow was graced
with their dental skills for over 80 years. He was a
skilled and much sought after anaesthetist, working
mainly at the Ingham Infirmary in South Shields.

Orry's professional abilities and kindly personality
made him an almost legendary figure in the north east.
He had the outstanding gift ofmaking patients-adults
and children alike-feel at ease and totally relaxed in the
dental chair, so that his patients literally enjoyed going
to the dentist. This gift was equally reflected in his
work as an anaesthetist. His benign face was in later
years surmounted by a halo ofwhite hair. One incident,
which must be recorded, afforded Orry and his
colleagues lasting amusement. A very frightened
patient, who firmly believed that hewould die under the
anaesthetic and who had grave doubts about his
ultimate destination, duly came round after a successful
operation. On opening his eyes the first thing he saw was
Orry's kindly face, with his profusion of white hair
haloed by the recovery room lights. "Jesus be praised!"
he exclaimed. "It's St Peter himself.... I must be in
heaven, after all!"

Orry's wife, Jean, a former nurse and hospital
almoner, died a few months before he did, but he is
survived by two sons, Malcolm and Anthony, both of
whom are distinguished musicians and composers.-
MA.

J TARLO
MRCS, LRCP

Dr J Tarlo, formerly a general practitioner in Fulham,
London, died on 24 October aged 74.

Jack Tarlo was born in Liverpool but lived in
London from the age of 2. He qualified in medicine at
Westminster Hospital in 1940 and then joined the
Royal Air Force, serving in the Middle East. He
worked single handed as a general practitioner in
Fulham from 1948 until he retired in 1982. During his
busy professional life he managed to find time for golf
and was a keen bridge player as well. He was deeply
devoted to his family and is survived by his wife,
Johanna; his daughter, Susan Mary (a physician in
Canada); and three grandsons.-ZH.

BMJ VOLUME 297 17 DECEMBER 1988 1605

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

M
J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.297.6663.1603 on 17 D
ecem

ber 1988. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

