
volume by some 20-30%,3 but such an effect can
probably not be achieved in multinodular glands.4 This
study shows a substantial reduction in the size of the
thyroid in all patients treated with iodine-131; two
patients, however, required an additional dose to
achieve this. Although such an effect has been sug-
gested by measurements of the circumference of the
neck,5 data are not available for an objective technique
of determining the size of the thyroid. An initial
increase in thyroid volume was not seen in any of -ur
patients; therefore this treatment could also be con-
sidered for patients with intrathoracic goitres. Hypo-
thyroidism occurred in two of the 25 patients. A larger
study and a longer follow up are required to evaluate
the occurrence of hypothyroidism and to establish the
optimal dose of iodine-131 and the maximum achiev-
able reduction in size of the thyroid.

Treatment of non-toxic multinodular goitre with
iodine-l 31 seems an attractive alternative to operation
in patients with a high operative risk or after thyroid-
ectomy or those who refuse operation.

I Hegedus L, Hansen JM. Radioactive iodine for thyrotoxicosis. Lancet 1986;ii:
339-40, 876.

2 Hegedus L, Perrild H, Poulsen LR, et al. The determination of thyroid volume
by ultrasound and its relationship to body weight, age, and sex in normal
subjects. J Clin Endocrtnol Metab 1983;56:260-3.

3 Iaerrild H, Hansen JM, Hegedus L, et al. Triiodothyronine and thyroxine
treatment of diffuse non-toxic goitre evaluated by ultrasonic scanning. Acta
Endocrinol (Copenh) 1982;100:382-7.

4 Gharib H, James EM, Charboneau JW, et al. Suppressive therapy with
levothyroxine for solitary thyroid nodules. A double-blind controlled clinical
study. N EnglJ Med 1987;317:70-5.

5 Frey KW. Fruh und Spatergebnisse der 1311-Therapie der blanden Struma im
Kropfendemiegebiet Sudbayerns. Fortschn'tteRontgenstralen 1979;130: 172-4.
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Review of postperinatal
mortality in a health district
with a garrison town

Mala Rao, Elizabeth Hoinville

North East Essex health district is an area of relative
affluence. Nevertheless, during the past decade its
postperinatal mortality rate (deaths of babies between
1 week and 1 year of age/1000 live births) has exceeded
the rate for England and Wales several times. Though
the excess has not been statistically significant, a review
of postperinatal deaths was carried out in response to
concern among health care staff.

Present study and results
We examined the causes of and factors associated

with deaths of babies between 1 week and 1 year of age
during 1978 to 1983. All infants born to mothers
usually resident in the district were included in the
study. Of the 116 postperinatal deaths which occurred

Classification ofpostperinatal deaths and sudden infant death syndrome

Sudden infant death
All postperinatal deaths syndrome deaths

Death rate/ 1000 Death rate/1000 Total No of
Category of employment Total live births (SE) Total live births (SE) live births

Army 14 10-2(2-7) 8 5-8(2-1) 1372
Social classes I, II, IIIN, IIIM, IV, Vr,
unemployed, students 90} 51 (05) 1 21 (03) 18325

Notknown 4 f I11

Total 108 5 5 (0-5) 46 2-3 (0 3, 19697

during the six years, eight were rejected because of
lack of information. The remaining 108 deaths were
examined and the most nctable finding was the
contribution of army families to all postperinatal
deaths and to deaths due to the sudden infant death
syndrome.

In all, 14 deaths occurred in families in which the
father was a soldier, so that the postperinatal death rate
for army babies was 10 2/1000 live births compared
with 5 1/1000 live births for all the other babies in the
study (X2 test with Yates's correction 5 14; p=002;
df= 1) (table).
A total of 46 babies were victims of the sudden infant

death syndrome, ofwhom eight were army babies. The
rate of the sudden infant death syndrome among army

babies (5 8/1000 live births) was therefore about three
times the rate for all other babies (2 1/1000 live births)
(X2 test with Yates's correction 6-2; p=0 01; df= 1).
The death rate from all other causes was 4 4/1000

live births for army babies and 3 1/1000 live births for
all other babies (X2 test with Yates's correction 0-35;
NS). The postperinatal death rate for army babies,
which was twice the rate for other babies (relative
risk=2; standard normal deviate=2-43; p=002; 95%
confidence interval 1-14 to 3 50), was therefore due
mainly to the sudden infant death syndrome.
The epidemiological characteristics of all the deaths

in the review mainly confirmed the patterns described
in other studies,' 2 with some exceptions. Army
mothers tended to be younger than other mothers
(mean age 21 v 26 years; NS), more of them smoked
(8 (57-1%) v 40 (42 6%); NS), and fewer intended to
breast feed their babies compared with other mothers
(5 (35 7%) v 50 (53 2%); NS). Significantly more army
families had a history of marital stress or violence, or
both (6 (42 9%) v 14 (14-9%); p=005). The obvious
constraint of a retrospective study based on examining
written records is that data are almost certainly in-
complete. Nevertheless, these differences were found.

Comment
The higher death rates in army babies compared

with all other babies in the district is of concern to us
for two reasons. A search of published work failed to
identify any previous study examining infant mortality
in other garrison towns for comparison with our
results. Secondly, the health service input to the
garrison, which contributes about 200 births a year,
consists of two designated health visitors. We do not
know what additional support might help reduce
mortality in the army. We speculate that the young age
of the mothers, their isolation in the garrison, and the
lack of family support-given that Colchester is often
not the home town of the soldiers or their wives-
probably all contribute to the higher mortality of these
babies.
There were too few cases in this review to pro-

vide any concrete explanations for the differences in
mortality. A case-control study of deaths since 1984 is
being considered to shed light on the prospects for
prevention.

I Knowelden J, Keeling J, Nicholl JP. A muliicentre studv of posi neonatal
mortal'tv. Medical Care Research Unit, Universitv of Sheffield. London:
HMSO, 1985.

2 IPeterson DR. Evolution of the epidemiology of sudden infant death syndrome.
Epidemiol Rev 1980;2:97-112.
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