
OBITUARY

J D CRAIG
MD, FRCGP

Dr J D Craig, who had practised at and lived in
Ormskirk, Lancashire, since 1928, died suddenly on
16 April aged 85.
John David Craig was born in Wrexham; his medical

school was Liverpool. After graduating MB, ChB in
1924 he was a resident at the David Lewis Northern
Hospital in that city in 1924-5. Later he worked in the
Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital and Leasowe
Open Air Hospital and as a ship's surgeon with the
Blue Funnel Line to the Far East. In 1928 he moved to
the practice in Ormskirk. In addition he held posts as
medical officer to Ormskirk Cottage and Children's
Hospitals and Edge Hill College of Education; police
surgeon; and medical adviser to Hattersleys Brass
Foundry. He inaugurated industrial medical facilities
at several factories in the newly developed Kirkby on
the outskirts of Liverpool. A founder member and
provost of the Merseyside branch of the Royal College
of General Practitioners, he was also vice president of
Liverpool Medical Institution and a serving brother of
the Order of St John of Jerusalem.

John's vigour and enthusiasm were the qualities that
impressed people. His brisk daily walks round the
town from his home kept him in touch with his old
patients, who all remarked how little he seemed to age.
He was a keen Rotarian and received the Paul Harris
award. He greatly enjoyed holidays at his farm and
cottage at Drumrash in Galloway. He is survived by his
wife, Mollie, whom he met when she was a resident
at the Women's Hospital, Liverpool, and who,
was a partner in the practice until 1960; their son,
David, who practises medicine in Canada; their
two daughters, Alison and Elspeth; and nine grand-
children.-DCH.

B LEVIN
PHD, MD, FRCPATH

Dr B Levin, formerly a pathologist at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital for Children, Hackney, London,
died on 13 June after a long illness.

Barnett (Barney) Levin was born of Russian Jewish
immigrant parents in 1905 in the east end of London
and had to fend for himself from a comparatively early
age. Educated at the Raines Foundation, Stepney, he
graduated with first class honours in chemistry from
Imperial College in 1926 and two years later obtained
his PhD. He was appointed lecturer in chemistry at
Guy's Hospital but came to realise that a career in
medicine would offer more opportunities and with
much perseverance graduated MB, BS in 1939 from
Guy's while still holding his lectureship. During the
war he was assistant pathologist at Derbyshire Royal
Infirmary.

In 1946 Barney was appointed pathologist to the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children and with a
small staff built up the department over the succeeding
20 years to a unit with worldwide renown. Although he
was responsible for all sections of pathology except
histopathology, his love was chemistry, and in the large
paediatric unit he was able to bring his scientific
training and intellect to bear on the inherited metabolic
disorders ofchildhood that were becoming increasingly
recognised. The initial stimulus for what was to
become his most important work was the discovery in

1961 of the third reported child with argininosuccinic
aciduria. In 1962 came the first ever report of a child
with hyperammonaemia identified as a deficiency of
ornithine transcarbamoylase. Many papers, written
with his colleagues, established his reputation in the
subject of inherited metabolic disorders of the urea
cycle. In 1967, with V G Oberholzer, he wrote the first
report of methylmalonic aciduria. All these achieve-
ments were made in a basement laboratory cramped
and dark by today's standards but always humming
with ideas and vitality.
A private man who never sought high office or

formal academic titles, Barney held strong convictions
and was unhesitatingly forthright in defence of them.
His life revolved around his work and his home. In
1933 he married Dinah Taylor, and their long and
happy marriage was marred only by his severe stroke
10 years ago. He is survived by his wife and three
children, one of whom is a chemical pathologist.
GEL.

J C ROBERTS
MD, FRCP

Dr J C Roberts, honorary physician to Harefield
Hospital, Middlesex, died on 28 March aged 82.
John Clifford Roberts was born in south Wales on

31 October 1905 and studied medicine at St Bartholo-
mew's Hospital Medical School, London, where he
qualified MRCS, LRCP in 1931. After a period in
general practice in Maesteg he became resident medical
officer in Queen's Hospital for Children, east London,
then consultant physician to Harefield Hospital. He
was also consultant physician to Southall and Norwood
Hospitals and physician in charge at Hemel Hempstead
Chest Clinic.
Dr Roberts acquired enormous experience and skill

in dealing with chest diseases. He was in charge of the
observation ward in Harefield, where problem cases
were admitted for investigation. Those of us who
worked with him there remember his careful approach
and the excitement when some particularly difficult
clinical puzzle was solved. He was also in charge of the
children's unit, where his unrivalled knowledge of
childhood tuberculosis was used to good effect. His
friendly and approachable manner and his clinical skill
were an ideal combination when it came to explaining
things to patients and their relatives. He supported the
staff loyally in times of trouble.
He never lost his love of medicine, and when he

retired he enlisted as a ship's surgeon and made several
voyages to Brazil. He was much in demand as a locum
both in general practice and as a consultant physician.
He liked travel, set out to learn Spanish, and enjoyed
painting and gardening. A Quaker by convincement,
he is survived by his second wife and by his daughter,
who is a doctor. His first wife predeceased him.
RGBW.

Major General J A D JOHNSTON
OBE, MC, MB, CHB

Major General J A D Johnston, of the Royal Army
Medical Corps, died on 17 May.
James Alexander Deans-"Johnnie"-Johnston was

born on 28 February 1911 and graduated in medicine
at Glasgow University in 1933. After a year at the
Taunton and Somerset Hospital he was commissioned
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into the Royal Army Medical Corps and posted to
India. His service there proved to be a foretaste of his
exceptional and eventful career: within a few months
he was in Quetta during the great earthquake of 1935,
and in the same year he took part in the Mohmand
operation on the north west frontier. His first tour of
service in India culminated in 1937 with the award of
the Military Cross for rescuing and treating a wounded
officer while under heavy enemy fire in Waziriston.

During the second world war, as commanding
officer of a field ambulance, he landed early on
D-Day with the third division and remained with that
formation throughout the campaign in Normandy. In
1945 he assumed command of a casualty clearing
station and went to Belsen soon after its liberation. As
senior medical officer of the camp he faced and
overcame the seemingly impossible task of treating
large numbers of sick, many with typhus; restoring to
health countless people with malnutrition; and bury-
ing the numerous dead. Finally, he initiated the
destruction of the camp by fire. Posted to Burma and
subsequently Malaya as part of the liberation force, he
helped create a medical service to deal with the
thousands of former prisoners of war suffering from
tropical disease and malnutrition.

After the war he held several staff appointments in
the United Kingdom, the British army of the Rhine,
the Middle East, and Cyprus. He was promoted to
major general in 1966, serving as director of medical
services in the Far East and finally to the British army
of the Rhine. Appointed OBE in 1945, he was an
honorary physician to the Queen 1967-70.

Johnnie Johnston was an outstanding field com-
mander of medical units and an extremely able staff
officer. Those who served under him acknowledged
the vital part he played in their careers by his encourag-
ment, his interest, and, above all, his example. He is
survived by his wife, Enid, and a son and two
daughters.-TSH.

K S ZINNEMANN
DSC, MD, FRCPATH

Professor K S Zinnemann, formerly consultant micro-
biologist in the department of bacteriology at the
University of Leeds, died on 23 May aged 80.

Kurt S Zinnemann was born in Frankfurt on Main
of Jewish parents and studied medicine at Frankfurt
University, qualifying in 1931. A year later he obtained
a post as demonstrator at the University Institute of
Bacteriology and Hygiene, where he met his future
wife, Ena. In 1933, by Nazi decree, his professor
and all Jews in the department were summarily
dismissed. After a year as a house officer at the Jewish
Hospital he became senior assistant bacteriologist at
the Metchnikov Institute at Kharkov in Russia. It was
now possible for him to be married.

In 1937, as " art of the general purges, he and
Ena were arrested. Kurt was subjected to prolonged
interrogation and lack of sleep. After nine months in
prison they were deported and came to England via
Poland, where through the Society for the Protection
of Science and Learning he obtained a post in the
department of bacteriology at the University of Leeds.
There, apart from during a period of internment after
the German invasion of Belgium and Holland, he
worked until retirement. He continued an interest in
the pathogenicity of Corynebacterium diphtheriae and
with colleagues elucidated the role of the Haemophilus
genus, particularly in chronic pulmonary sepsis. Sub-
sequently they identified two previously unrecognised
species of the Haemophilus genus, H paraphrohaemo-
lyticus and H paraphrophilus; credit for the work
is usually given to him. In 1962 he became chairman

of the haemophilus nomenclature subcommittee of
the International Committee for Bacterial Nomen-
clature, and in 1970 he was elected to a personal
chair in clinical bacteriology. His academic awards
culminated in a doctorate of veterinary medicine
(honoris causa) from the University of Berne.

After retirement Kurt worked as a part time con-
sultant microbiologist with the NHS in Bradford until
he was 76, continuing to write scientific papers.
Shortly after this he suffered a complete hemiplegia.
The drive that he had shown throughout his career
never left him. He constantly strove to compensate for
his disability, kept up his interests, and retained
his sense of humour. Outwardly cheerful, he never
betrayed the frustration he must have felt. Latterly he
diagnosed an aneurysm of the abdominal aorta. He is
survived by his wife, Ena, and their daughter and
grandchildren.-ECA.

G A LYNCH
MB, BCH, BAO, FRCR, FFR

Dr G A Lynch, who was senior consultant at the
Northern Ireland Radiotherapy Centre, Belfast, died
on 21 May aged 63.

Gerard Alphonsus Lynch (Gerry to all his friends
and colleagues) graduated in medicine at Queen's
University, Belfast, in 1948 and then studied radio-
therapy in Sheffield. Appointed consultant to the
Northern Ireland Radiotherapy Centre in 1959, he
later became an examiner in radiotherapy and oncology
for the Royal College of Radiology.

Gerry showed exceptional ability as an administrator
in the radiotherapy centre and great kindness and skill
to the patients under his care. He played a key part in
organising the collection of almost £lm so that a
computed tomographic scanner could be installed at
the centre. Awarded a special papal honour, the Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal, he is survived by his wife,
two sons, and two daughters.-APR.

A L COCHRANE
CBE, FRCP, FFCM

PD'AH writes: In his self written obituary Professor
A L Cochrane (2 July, p 63) understates some of his
qualities. His vigour and competence while serving in
the British medical unit associated with the Inter-
national Brigades in the Spanish civil war were
exemplary. His declared negative attitude to the
brigade is belied by his attendance (with a fatal illness)
at the unveiling, some 50 years after the war, of a
memorial to the British casualties on London's south
bank. While a prisoner of war in Germany Archie
Cochrane carried out a unique piece of opportunistic
research. Because his fellow prisoners were of several
nationalities and were similarly housed but had very
different access to food parcels he was able to dissociate
malnutrition from overcrowding as a factor in tubercu-
losis: the worse nourished developed the disease more
commonly than the others.

Dr Hamida K Rahman, MB, MRCOG, a general practi-
tioner in Birmingham since 1971, has died at the age of
60. The first Moslem woman doctor and member of the
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
from Bihar, India, she qualified in Calcutta in 1950,
coming to Britain in 1956. A conscientious and
dedicated doctor, she was very interested in the welfare
of the ethnic minority community, being for six years
president of the All Pakistani Women's Association.
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