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of the taking ofa smear, its progression through the laboratory, and
follow up with colposcopy and laser treatment if necessary. Even
cone biopsy is mentioned, including the fact that it will not affect
sexual performance and childbearing. The video held my attention;
it should persuade many women to attend for cervical screening
(Cervical Cancer: £50 plus VAT, or three day preview £15 plus
VAT, from the Health Education Video Unit, Clinical Sciences
Building, Leicester Royal Infirmary, PO Box 65, Leicester LE2
7LX). VHS and Betamax formats.
One of the ICRF videos is also designed for the public. It starts

with all the usual excuses that women give to avoid attending for a
cervical smear. It then "drops in" on a general practice consultation,
where the facts are discussed informally. Women at risk are
identified clearly. An older woman is shown after her cervical smear
has been taken, and the doctor offers to teach her breast self
examination. Again an older woman encourages a younger woman
to attend for a smear. This video demonstrated the consultation and
examination well. It failed, however, to give firm advice on
preventing cervical cancer and might be more appropriate for older
women than for teenagers.

The second ICRF video starts with the same list of excuses from
women and follows it with a list of excuses from doctors as to why
taking cervical smears is such a trial. The video then tries to show
why general practitioners are ideally placed to provide this form of
preventative health care, emphasising, however, the importance of
good organisation and the need for enthusiasm. If I did not already
believe that cervical screening should be offered to all women who
are or have been sexually active and that general practitioners
should offer this service I am not sure that this video would have
persuaded me to set up a recall system; adequate payments for
taking smears would be more effective. Nevertheless, a booklet on
setting up and running a system, distributed at the time ofshowing,
could usefully supplement the video (Cervical Cancer-dhe Facts:
£29.95 plus VAT each, or £50 plus VAT both; also on week's hire
for £5.50 plus VAT each. From Plymouth Medical Films, Palace
Vaults, 33 New Street, Barbican, Plymouth PL1 2NA). Both the
videos for public viewing should be distributed widely to women's
organisations and can stand on their own. That for general
practitioners would need an enthusiastic chairman.-PAMELA J
MUNDY, general practitioner, Sutton Coldfield.

Swedish nightingale at Norwich

Jenny Lind, the Swedish singer, died on All Souls' Day 1887. The centenary
of her death has been commemorated at Stockholm, her birthplace, at
Malvern, where she died, and at Norwich, where her singing raised the
money to found a children's hospital named after her. Jenny Lind's voice
and personality aroused a degree ofenthusiasm and popularity that had not
previously been accorded a singer in England. The country was swept by an
epidemic of what was termed "Jenny Lind fever" and there was a major
outbreak of it in Norwich.
Jenny Lind first visited Norwich in 1847 during her first visit to England.

Enthusiastic crowds greeted her and thronged to the three concerts she gave.
During her visit she stayed with Dr Edward Stanley, Bishop of Norwich
from 183749, who became one of her most valued friends and greatly
influenced her later career, in which she used her voice to raise money for
many charitable causes in this country and Sweden. It was for such a purpose
that she came back to Norwich in 1849, when she gave two concerts at St
Andrew's Hall to raise money for local charity. A committee oflocal worthies
was formed as trustees of the money so raised, but deliberated for four years
without decidinghow the money should be used. Then at a public meeting in
1853 John Godwin Johnson (1797-1874), surgeon to the Norfolk and
Norwich Hospital, proposed that the money should be used to found a local
children's hospital. The Mayor ofNorwich seconded the motion and within
the same year a row of houses was purchased in Pottergate, in central
Norwich, and converted to provide 12 children's beds. It was named the
Jenny Lind Infirmary (later Hospital) for Sick Children and was visited by
Jenny Lind two years later. It was the fourth children's hospital-as opposed
to dispensary-to be founded in England, and if the original trustees had
come to their final decision within two years of their appointment and not
been so dilatory Jenny Lind would have been responsible for the first
children's hospital in England.

In 1898 the hospital was moved to a larger site in Unthank Road,
Norwich, where a new building of 56 beds was erected. In 1948 Dr John
Quinton was appointed its first paediatrician-now it has three-and the
hospital inspired a remarkable degree of loyalty and affection among those
who worked for it and those whom it served. The second half of the
nineteenth century was a period of new children's hospitals, and 38 were
founded between 1851 and 1888. In the twentieth century the trend has been
to develop paediatric units within the framework ofa general hospital. Thus
when the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital was rebuilt in the 1960s-80s the
opportunity was taken to transfer the beds of the Jenny kind Children's
Hospital from their separate site to well converted wards in the Victorian
block of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. The move was completed in
1982 when the Jenny Lind Children's Department of the Norfolk and
Norwich Hospital, as it now became, was opened. The unit carries on the
best traditions of its forbear, and if Jenny Lind were to visit it today she
could still say, as she wrote ofthe original Jenny Lind Hospital in 1885, that
"of all the money God allowed me to give away when my poor throat could
call an audience to listen to its production, none has borne a nobler or more
genuine fruit than the Jenny Lind Hospital in Norwich."
The Jenny Lind centenary at Norwich comprised exhibitions, a hospital

open day, a children's Jenny Lind trail round Norwich, a concert by local
school children at St Andrew's Hall, and a service at Norwich Cathedral

Jenny Lind. [Mary Evans Pkture Library.

when the sermon was preached by the Reverend Derek Bacon, chaplain to
the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street. The occasion was also
used to raise money for the Norwich Children's Fund, the registered charity
of the Jenny Und Children's Department. It concluded with a recital in
Norwich Cathedral on All Souls' Day of a Jenny Lind repertoire by
Elisabeth S6derstrom, the Swedish diva of today. Her repertoire included
Schumann's 0 Sonnenschein, a few bars from which Jenny Lind sang as the
sun shone through her bedroom window on the day that she died at her
Malvern home on All Souls' Day 1887.
Mrs Sylvia Bishop, wife of the vice dean of Norwich Cathedral and

formerly deputy head ofBignold First School, Norwich, was responsible for
the idea of the Norwich centenary celebrations and their organisation. She
has marked the event with a booklet, of which she is joint author, entided
jenny Lind in Norwich. A Centenary Celebration (1820-1887). Copies of this
are available from Mrs Sylvia Bishop, 26 The Close, Norwich, Norfolk,
NR1 4DZ, price £2.26 including postage. Contributions to Norwich
Children's Fund, which would be welcome, may also be sent to the same
address.-AmrHoNY BAyY SHAW, emeritus physician, Norwich.

Correction
We regret that Dr Brian Steggles, the author of the Medicine and the Media

article onHow to Save a Life (7 November, p 1200), had his name wrongly printed
as Brian J Teggles.
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