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Immunisation coverage of children under 12 months, developing and industrialised countries, June 1987.

the World Health Organisation (WHO), Dr
Halfdan Mahler, reported recently that the WHO's
expanded programme on immunisation had pre-
vented more than a million deaths from measles,
neonatal tetanus, and pertussis, and that over
175 000 cases of polio a year were being prevented
in the developing world.

Do you want to spend eight weeks with theBMJ?

Applications are now invited from medical
students-for the 1988 Clegg scholarship that allows
a student to spend eight weeks working on the
BMJ learning about medical journalism and edit-
ing. The student who is awarded the scholarship
will be paid a little over £400 but will have to find
his or her own accommodation.

Application forms are available from Dr Richard
Smith at theBMJ and the closing date for applica-
tions will be Friday 2 October.

Health service provision for minority groups

Health service provision for minority ethnic
groups is being examined by a working party set up
by the National Association of Health Authorities
and sponsored by the Department of Health. The
working party, which hopes to publish its report
by the summer of 1988, aims to collect examples of
good practice in the National Health Service and
prepare guidelines for health authorities. Dr Ralph
Lawrence, a member of the Trent Regional Health
Authority, chairs the working party, whose mem-
bers are drawn from different professional and
cultural backgrounds and who represent various
organisations. The BMA is represented by Dr
Arnold Elliott, a general practitioner in Essex and
member of the association's council.

Dental extractions

Ten per cent fewer students should enter dental
schools ifa surplus of 1700 dentists is to be avoided
by the year 2015, according to the Department of
Health and Social Security's review group on
dental manpower. The British Dental Association
supports the cut in dental school intake, due to
start next year, but wants the savings ploughed
back into education and training.
The report of the Departmental Review Group

on Dental Manpower is available from the DHSS
(Leaflets), PO Box 21, Stanmore, Middlesex, price
£8.50.

BMA tax leaflets revised

The BMA has revised its series of tax leaflets for
the year 1987-8. The seven leaflets provide general
guidance and are not intended to replace an
accountant's advice. BMA members may obtain
copies-listed below-from their regional offices
and should quote their current membership
number and send a stamped addressed envelope
(two leaflets 20p; more than two 26p). (1) General
principles; (2) income tax-schedule D (self-
employed); (3) income tax-schedule E (salaries);
(4) capital gains tax; (5) retirement annuity con-
tracts; (6) income tax-partnerships; (7) tax for the
newly qualified doctor.

Help for carers ofAIDS patients

A video training package aimed at the carers and
counsellors of those with the human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV) or the acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is being produced
by the National Association of Citizens Advice
Bureaux. Produced in association with the
Terrence Higgins Trust, the British Association
for Counselling, and the Centre for Advancement
of Counselling, A Positive Approach is designed to
be used by social and health workers, home care

assistants, nurses, doctors, prison officers, and
friends of patients. The producers are seeking
sponsorship for the project so that the package can
be made available at low cost. Further details may
be obtained from Roger Anderson, NACAB
Vision, National Association of Citizens Advice
Bureaux, Myddleton House, 115-123 Pentonville
Road, London NI 9LZ (tel 01 833 2181).

Medical Journalism Advancement Awards

Prizes of £1000 to the winner and £200 to the
runner up will be awarded each year for "meri-
torious and significant contributions in the field of
medical journalism." In conjunction with the
Medical Journalists Association Private Patients
Plan is inviting entries from writers or broadcasters
who are under 30 years of age or who have been
active in medical journalism for less than two
years. The closing date for entries is 30 September
and further details may be obtained from Philip
Paul, Upper Benchwood, Guestling Thorn,
Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4LU.

Correction

AIDS in prison

Our report of last week on AIDS in prisons was wrong
in its assertion that Dr John Kilgour, director of the
Prison Medical Services, had said that there was no
homosexuality in prisons (22 August, p 508). What he
did say was rather different.
The problem revolves around whether male homo-

sexual acts are legal in prison. The law says that such
acts are legal between consenting adults in private, but
can prisons ever by private? In reality prisoners can
find corners in which to undertake homosexual acts,
but the Home Office takes the view that nowhere in a
prison is really private. This means that, in the Home
Office's view, male homosexual acts in prison are
arguably illegal, and certainly they are against prison
rules. For these reasons the Home Office is not
distributing condoms in prisons.
Dr Kilgour said at the press conference we reported

that because no part of the prison was private distri-
buting condoms would be to condone an act that was
arguably illegal and certainly against prison rules. He
conceded that if the decision could rest on purely
medical grounds then distributing condoms would be
a factor that would help to minimise the spread of the
human immunodeficiency virus.

COMING EVENTS

British Health and Safety Society-7th annual conference, 2
October, Birmingham. Details from Roger Clarke ofthe society, c/o
Health and Safety Unit, Aston University, Birmingham B4 7ET.
(Tel 021 359 3611 ext 4653.)
British Medical Association-Practice management seminar, 13
October, London. Detailafrom Ms Carol Burnard, South Thames
Regional Office, Venture House, 15 High Street, Purley, Surrey
CR2 2XA. (Tel 01 660 5558.)
Marie Curie Memorial Foundation Institute of Onco gy-
Conferences "Lung cancer: the problem of prevention," 20
November, London, and "Breast cancer screening," 9 December,
Edinburgh. Details from the foundation, 28 Belgrave Square,
London SWIX 806. (Tel 01 235 1323.)
Royal Postgraduate: Medical School-Update "The neural and
endocrine system of the lung," 28 January 1988, London. Details
from Professor J M Polak or Professor S R Bloom of the
departments ofhistochemistry and medicine at the school, DuCane
Road, London W12 OHS.
WorldHeahOrganisationlHealthyCitiesProject-First"United
Kingdom healthy cities conference," 28-30 March 1988, Liverpool.
Details from Ms Julie Kirkham of the conference, Enviromnental
Health Department, 6 Brougham Terrace, West Derby Road,
Liverpool L6 1JH. (Tel 051 264 7311 ext 1203.)
British Association for Service to the Elderly-Details and copies
of the programme of forthcoming courses and study days are
available from BASE, 119 Hassell Street, Newcastle under Lyme,
Staffordshire ST5 lAX. (Tel 0782 661033.)
Royal Society of Health-Details of the meetings in October are
available from the conference department of the society, 38A St
George's Drive. London SW1V 4BH. (Tel 01 630 0121.)

SOCIETIES AND LECTURES

Wednesday 2 September
QUEEN CHARLonE'sMATERNI'YHOSPITAL-At Pathology Lecture

Theatre, Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 1230 pm,
paediatric seminar, Dr V M Miall-Allen: Blood pressure in the
neonate.

BMA NOTICES

Division meetings
Bury-At Postgraduate Centre, Bury General Hospital,

Wednesday 2 September, 8 pm, agm.
East Suffolk-At Postgraduate Centre, Ipswich Hospital,

Thursday 3 September, 815 pm, Surgeon Commander (D) E B C
Fliff: "TLCleave. The saccharine disease conception and preventa-
tive dentistry."* (Preceded by buffet supper 7 30 pm.*)

Regional meeting
North East Thames Regiona Hospital junior StaffCommittee

-At BMA House, Tuesday 1 September, 6 pm.

) British MedicalJoumal 1987
All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be repro-
duced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without the prior permission, in writing, of the Bnitsh
MedicalJournal.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J (C

lin R
es E

d): first published as 10.1136/bm
j.295.6597.561 on 29 A

ugust 1987. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

