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the effects of alcohol on industry and to do all they
can to tackle the problem. He also called for the
drinks trade to recognise the growing abuse of
alcohol and to foster sensible drinking in conjunc-
tion with the government.
A survey of regional drinking patterns, com-

missioned by the government, is to be published
this week, and reports on drinking among women
and adolescents are planned. In addition to this,
the government has increased its contribution to
local organisations campaigning against alcohol
abuse by 70%, believing, as Mr Hayhoe said, that
"A great deal depends on increasing public aware-
ness of the problem."
The government gives £450 000 a year to

Alcohol Concern, which has just published a new
leaflet entitled Alcohol: Time to Cut Down? It lists
sources of help for those concerned about their
drinking. Also on show at the open day were two
new computer programs designed to advise each
individual about his or her drinking.

Further details and leaflets are available
from Karin Pappenheim, press officer, Alcohol
Concern, 305 Gray's Inn Road, London
WCI 8QF.

Homely feel to new delivery room

The picture shows a new delivery room that has
been designed by Norah Tew for St Mary's
Hospital, Paddington. It is "designed to help
patients relax and feel at home" and is in crushed
strawberry, cream, and blue. Professor Richard
Beard, head of the department of obstetrics and
gynaecology, hopes that "Mrs Tew's ideas will be
incorporated in other maternity units in Britain."
For further details contact T-T Design Services
(International) Limited, 56 Goodwins Court,
London WC2 4LL.

Common cold unit appeals urgently for
volunteers

The Medical Research Council Common Cold
Unit urgently needs healthy volunteers aged
between 18 and 50. They will be put up for 10 days
in comfortable flats with good leisure facilities and
will receive full board plus £1-75 a day and all
expenses. For more information contact the unit,
Harvard Hospital, Coombe Road, Salisbury, Wilts
SP2 8BW.

"Manny" Lederman memorial day

A one day symposium on controversial aspects
of head and neck cancer is to be held on
2 November 1985 at the Institute of Laryngology

and Otology in memory of the late Dr "Manny"
Lederman. Delegates should register by writing to
the secretary of the institute, 330-6 Grays Inn
Road, London WClX 8EE.

Victor Horsley memorial lecture

The 19th Victor Horsley memorial lecture will
be held at 6 pm on Monday 28 October in the
Welcome Lecture Hall at the Royal Society, 6
Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y SAG. The
lecture will be given by Professor Bryan Jennett,
who will speak on "Coma, amnesia, and recovery
after brain damage."

Dr Thomas Phaer of Cilgerran, 1510-60

The remains of the memorial to the father of
British paediatrics and the author of the first work
in English on child care, Dr Thomas Phaer, were
destroyed in the nineteenth century. Permission
has been granted to erect a tablet of Welsh slate
with gold lettering to honour Dr Phaer's memory.
About £500 will be needed for the cost and fixing of
the tablet and contributions are being sought.
These should be made to the Thomas Phaer Fund
and sent to Dr John Cule, High Sheriff of Dyfed,
Abereinon, Capel Dewi, Llandysul, Dyfed SA44
4PP. It is planned to unveil the memorial on
Mothering Sunday, 16 March 1986.

Christmas lectures for young people

The Royal College of Surgeons of England has
arranged four lectures for young people between
the ages of 12 and 18. Details from the Hunterian
Institute Office of the college, 35-43 Lincoln's Inn
Fields, London WC2A 3PN, with a stamped self
addressed envelope.

The Royal Institution of Great Britain has
arranged a lecture for young people aged 12 to 18
by Professor David Pye on "Communication," to
be given on 19, 21, 23, 28, 31 December, and 2
January. Details from the institution, 21 Alber-
marle Street, London WlX 4BS.

Hospital posts in France

The "College de Medecine des H6pitaux de
Paris" and the "Direction Generale des Hospices
Civils de Lyon" operate a scheme under which
foreign doctors may work for a year in a hospital in
Paris or Lyons either as clinicians or in various
branches of pathology and clinical physiology.
Applicants must be under 35, speak fluent French,
have at least two years' hospital experience after
registration, and present evidence ofacceptance by
a French hospital department. Details from
Service Scientifique, French Embassy, Silver City
House, 62 Brompton Road, London SW3 IBW.
(Tel 01 581 071 1).

WHO pocket size book on prescribing for the
elderly

In response to ignorance about the special
difficulties inherent in prescribing for the elderly,
the World Health Organisation has produced a
pocket sized booklet on the best drugs to use in the
elderly and on their possible side effects. The book
includes 10 prescribing rules for the elderly, which
start with "Is drug therapy really necessary" and
end with "Remember that stopping a drug is as
important as starting it."

/

Drugs for the Elderly costs 25 Swiss francs (or
the American dollar or pound sterling equivalent)
and is available either from local WHO sales
agents or from WHO, Distribution and Sales,
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland.

General practice trainees and undergraduates
invited to visit practices in the Western Isles

Of the 15 practices in the Western Isles, two
have had general practice trainees from the main-
land visit for a short while and are keen to repeat
the experience, and another 10 would like to
receive visitors. Twelve of the practices are also
willing to take undergraduates. For more informa-
tion contact Dr J A J MacLeod, The Surgery,
Lochmaddy, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles
PA82 5AE.

People in the news

Dr J S Tomkinson, secretary general of the
International Federation of Gynaecology and
Obstetrics, was guest of honour at the Polish
Congress of Gynaecology and Obstetrics celebrat-
ing the centenary of the Polish Gynaecological
Society. He was presented with the Medal of the
Polish Nation for Aid and Cooperation in Medicine
(the first time this medal has been awarded to a
foreigner), the Copernicus Medal, which is the
highest award of the Copernicus Academy of
Medicine, Cracow, and honorary membership of
the Polish Gynaecological Society.

Dr Alan Silman, senior lecturer in clinical
epidemiology at The London Hospital Medical
College, has received the first research award from
the Scleroderma Society, a new charity that aims to
support research into the disease and provide
support for sufferers.

Correction

Places still available on editing course

The dates of the course (28 September, p 907)
sl- Id have read Thursday 7 November [not Tuesday
5 November] to Friday 8 November.
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