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sents an attempt to build up a moving picture of activities in the
hospital sector.

All this said, the 1985 volume provides a valuable source of
information and offers useful insights. There are excellent review
articles of developments in general practice and the dental services
and sharp assessments of community care for the mentally handi-
capped and of the effects of integrating the health and personal
social services in Northern Ireland (both ofwhich have failed to live
up to expectations). Most interestingly, perhaps, it gives an analysis
ofpublic attitudes towards both public and private health care. This
confirms widespread support cutting across political allegiance and
social class for the NHS and for spending more money on health
care. Support for the NHS does not seem to be much weakened by
support for, or use of, the private sector. The public, it seems, are
more pragmatic and less ideological in this respect than the
politicians.
There is sufficient meat here to suggest a useful, continuing role

for such a publication, which brings together material that is often
inaccessible and presents it clearly and without jargon. It may not
live up to its overambitious claim of providing an "audit," but it
provides a critical commentary on the statistics and claims of the
DHSS from an independent perspective.

RuDoLF KLEIN

Work on leukaemia

Monographs in Epidemiology and Bwistatics. Vol 6. "The Leukemias:
Epidemiologic Aspects." M S Linet. Series editor A M Lilienfeld.
(Pp 308; £30.) Oxford University Press. 1985.

Of all the human cancers leukaemia is perhaps the most widely
studied, and many of the difficult questions concerning the origin
and nature of malignant disease are being resolved using the
leukaemic model. The questions raised by epidemiological studies
will often determine the areas where scientific research will be most
productive, and this new monograph is therefore likely to find a
wide readership.
Many of the topics covered already appear in standard textbooks,

but the detailed accounts in The Leukemias represent an updated
contribution that will prove most valuable. Chapters on radiation

and chemiical exposure are followed by useful accounts of geo-
graphical, ethnic, genetic, and immunological factors. The analysis
ofoccupational variations is particularly good, and the discussion of
leukaemogenic viruses is comprehensive, despite the disappointing
omission of any reference to the rapidly expanding discipline of
oncogene identification.

Perhaps the only major criticisms are a shortage of good
summaries and a lack of guidance in places where the data are
conflicting. Its comprehensiveness, however, is combined with an
extensive bibliography and a useful index, and thus workers in
many related disciplines of clinical practice and research will find it
helpful.
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Correction

In the review ofClinical Haematology, 6th edn (2 March, p 706) the following
sentence should read: "Starting from its original 158 pages, the count rose to
326 in 1977 and to 424 in 1984."

What's new in the new editions?

CLIFFORD HAWKINS

Can blurbs be believed? The word was derived from Miss Belinda
Blurb, a sweet young damsel whose picture appeared on the cover of
a book written by an American humourist, Gellett Burgess, im
1906'; it apparently bore no relation to the contents of the book.
Hence the word has a somewhat jocular image tinged with a touch of
scepticism.

Blurbs on the backs ofmedical books or dust jackets, however, do
fulfill a role: they tempt the impulse buyer and guide those lay
people who painstakingly categorise and index books. Blurbs on
later editions quote laudatory passages from reviews of the first
edition: these can also help if they are informative and not just
eulogistic.

Queen Eiizabeth Hospital, Birmingham B15 2TH
CLIFFORD HAWKINS, mn, FRcp, honorary consultant physician

Bone Marrow Biopsies Revisited: a New Dimension for
Haematologic Malignancies. 2nd revised edn. R Bard, B Frisch,
R Burkhardt. (Pp 138; 78 figs, 16 colour plates; $34-75.) Karger.
Distributed by John Wiley and Sons. 1984.

According to the authors bone marrow biospy has the following
advantages over aspiration cytology: the spatial arrangement of the
haemopoietic elements is not disturbed and it avoids unsatisfactory
results, as when aspiration is difficult and fragments tend to clot and
do not spread well, or when marrow juice or blood only is obtained.
Biopsy, however, complements the aspiration method and is
especially useful im confirming marrow involvement in lymphoma
and other malignancies.

Professor Burkhardt and his colleagues record their experiences
in Munich of 2000 cases of haematological malignancy and their
previous research is recorded in the references. This is bigger than
the 1982 edition, with twice the number of superb coloured
photographs, one of which (p 115) shows the practical details of
processing a biopsy specimen.
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