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Aiding and abetting suicide
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also selling to existing tenants at a discount
off the market value just as local authorities do.
The scrutiny team estimates that the health
service provides accommodation for about
64 000 nurses, 35 000 of whom are students.
Around 11 000 junior hospital doctors also
"live in" the NHS.

Some readers of reports of a prosecution of a
husband for aiding and abetting his wife's
suicide may have wondered why he pleaded
guilty when suicide itself is not a crime.
A publican in the north of England helped

his wife commit suicide. He was devoted to his
wife, but she determined on suicide after grave
mental and physical deterioration. He helped
her into a bath and left an electric fire perched
on the side of the bath. When he returned
after some time away from his pub he found
her dead from drowning after electrocution. In
view of all the painful circumstances, the

sentence of the court was a conditional dis-
charge for one year.'
When the crime of suicide was abolished by

the Suicide Act, 1961 it was expressly made a
Crime to aid, abet, counsel, or procure the
suicide or attempted suicide of another. The
maximum penalty is imprisonment for 14 years.
A person who, in pursuance of a suicide pact,
kills another is guilty of manslaughter and is
liable to prosecution if he survives.2

1 Anonymous. Man who aided wife to die goes free.
Daily Telegraph 1984 July 31:2 (cols 1-2).

2 Homicide Act 1957, s 4.

Worshipful Society of Apothecaries of
London

At a soiree on 18 July the society's Galen
medal was presented to Dr Cicely Williams
and a mastery in midwifery, honoris causa, to
Professor Ian Donald; Dr T D Whittet was
made an honorary licentiate in medicine and
surgery.

Major hospital scheme in London
approved

MEDICAL NEWS
New recommendations for cervical
screening

Revised guidance on the age and frequency
at which women should be routinely screened
for cervical cancer has been sent to health
authorities. The guidance in health circular
HC(84)17 is based on recommendations of the
Committee on Gynaecological Cytology.
The circular states that the main emphasis in
routine cervical screening should be to encour-
age those women over 35 who have never been
screened to come forward for testing as they are
at greatest risk. Ideally, these women should be
screened at intervals of five years. On reaching
65 further smears need not be taken from those
women who have had two consecutive negative
routine smears. Any woman who is or has been
sexually active should have a cervical smear
when she first presents for contraceptive
advice and thereafter at ages 20, 25, and 30.
A cervical smear should be taken early in the
course of care for every pregnancy irrespective
of the woman's age or the outcome of the preg-
nancy. The circular asks health authorities to
monitor the effectiveness of their cervical
screening programmes.

Civil defence planning and the NHS

The BMA and the Royal College of Nursing
are being asked for their contributions to the
draft circular which brings up to date the
guidance to health authorities on civil defence
planning. The existing plans are based on a
circular which was sent to health authorities
in 1977 (HDC(77)1). Before the final guidance
is issued the DHSS will consult health authori-
ties and other bodies with a planning or liaison
role.

Selling residential accommodation

An NHS Rayner scrutiny report argues that
money could be released for the further de-
velopment of health services by selling houses
and flats owned by the NHS that are no longer
needed (NHS Scrutiny Programme 1983-
Residential Accommodation). The Secretary
of State for Social Services, Mr Norman
Fowler, has asked health authorities and pro-

fessional and staff interests for comments by
19 October on the criteria that should be used
in deciding what accommodation to keep.
Mr Fowler said, "All in all the health service
owns over 100 000 flats, bedsitters, and houses
across the country. The fact is that too many of
them are standing empty. In some districts
up to one third can be vacant at any time.
The report shows that the health service has
many millions of pounds tied up in property
when it could be used to develop services, to
build new hospitals, and to improve the stan-
dard of the staff accommodation which is
needed." Mr Fowler hopes that authorities will
be able to make phased sales of surplus
accommodation over the next few years, dis-
posing of empty units, and wherever possible

COMING EVENTS

British Society for Nutritional Medicine-
Inaugural conference "Nutrition: new approaches in
hospital and general practice," 7-8 September, London.
Details from the information officer of the society,
Dr Alan Stewart, 5 Somerhill Road, Hove, East Sussex
BN3 lRP.
Royal Society of Health-Meeting "Nutrition,
culture, and health," 28 September, Bradford. Details
from the conference department of the society, 13
Grosvenor Place, London SWIX 7EN. (Tel 01 235
9961.)
St Mary's Postgraduate Course and Annual
Dinner-28-29 September, London. Details from the
Postgraduate Office, St Mary's Hospital Medical
School, Norfolk Place, London W2 IPG. (Tel 01 723
1252 ext 100.)
Quekett Microscopical Club-Annual conversazione,
13 October, London. Details and tickets from the
administrator of the club, c o British Museum (Natural
History), Cromwell Road, South Kensington, London
SW'7 5BD on receipt of stamped, addressed envelope.
The meeting is open to all interested, without charge.
"Down's syndrome: an interdisciplinary approach"
-International workshop, 21-23 October, Rimini.
Details from Up Service s r 1, Via Matteotti 51, Ancona,
Italy. Closing date for abstracts 20 September.
Institute of Orthopaedic Medicine-Course on
lumbosacral and sacroiliac disorders, 3 November,
Newcastle upon Tyne. Details from the honorary
secretary of the institute, Dr M A Hutson, 30 Park Row,
Nottingham NGI 6GR.
Philippine Heart Centre for Asia-1st PHCA
international symposium on valvular heart diseases
12-16 February 1985, Manila. Details from the secre-
tariat, 5th Floor, Medical Arts Building, East Avenue,
Quezon City, Philippines.
Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom
-Annual congress, 17-19 April 1985, Harrogate. Details
from the honorary secretary of the society, Mr D J
Spalton, 35-43 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London EC2A 3PN.
Closing date for abstracts 21 September.
Second International Course on Peritoneal Dialy-
sis-21-24 May 1985, Vicenza. Details from the secre-

Norman Fowler, Secretary of State for
Social Services, has announced final approval
for a £15m project to build a new cardio-
thoracic centre next to the Brompton Hospital,
Chelsea. It will provide 200 beds, including 50
paediatric beds, an intensive care unit, and six
operating theatres. It will also enable the
Cardiothoracic Institute to proceed with its
plans to improve its research facilities on an

adjacent site.

Civilian medical practitioners

Agreement has been reached between the
BMA and the Treasury on the pay of civilian
medical practitioners in the Ministry of
Defence. Their pay will rise from £18 500 a

year to £19 000, backdated from 1 April, and
will increase to £19 700 from 1 November.

tariat, Department of Nephrology, St Bortolo Hospital,
36100 Vicenza, Italy.
International Symposium on the Metabolic
Complications of Human Obesities-30 May-I
June 1985, Marseilles. Details from Miss Annick
Gaubert, BP No 126, 27 Rue du Pont, 92202 Neuillv-
sur-Seine, France.
Czechoslovak Medical Society-Copies of the pro-
gramme of medical congresses and symposia in 1985
are available from the Czech Medical Society, Vitezneho
unora 31, CS 120 26 Praha 2, Czechoslovakia, or
Slovak Medical Societv, Mixkiewiczova 18; I, CS 813 22
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia.

SOCIETIES AND LECTURES
For attending lectures mzarked * a fee is charged or a tIoketis required. Applications should be mtiade first to the
Inlstitutions concerned.

Wednesday 22 August
ROYAL POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL-Stamp Lec-

ture Theatre, 10 15 am, medical staff round.

BMA NOTICES

Division meeting
Ale?nbers proposing to attend meetings tarked * are asked
to tnotify itl advance the hontorary secretary concerned.

East Berkshire-At Seminar Room, Wexham Park
Hospital, Thursday 23 August, 7 30 pm, meeting to
welcome new doctors in the area outlining medical life
of the district. (Followed by buffet supper.*)
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