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OBITUARY

Obituaries of any doctors will be considered for publication provided that the doctors
have worked in the United Kingdom for a large part of their career. Obituaries must
be submitted exclusively to the BMJ and should be up to about 400 words long. "Self
written" obituaries are welcome.

G M MORRIS
MB, BS, MRCGP, DOBSTRCOG

Dr G M Morris, a well known general practitioner
in north London, died suddely on 13 May. He was

58.
George Michael Morris was born in Glasgow in

1925. His father died when he was 2, so he left
school at 14 to enter a family business. At the age of
18, in the last year ofthe war, he joined the Royal Air
Force and served as a tail gunner because, in his
own words, "he was afraid of heights." After the
war, thanks to a small legacy, he was able to study
medicine as a mature student. He had to take the
school certificate before entering Guy's Hospital
Medical School, graduating in 1956. In 1957 he
entered general practice in north London in
partnership. His was a training practice, and he
also taught students at University College Hospital
as well as having student attachments to his
practice, and he held seminars on medical ethics
for his students. His other interest was derma-
tology; he held several clinical assistantships and
was medical officer to Grovelands Hospital and
Hornsey Central Hospital, caring for the elderly
and for patients recovering from surgery.

Apart from his practice, to which he was dedi-
cated, Dr Morris had many other interests. He
published a book on overpopulation and was the
driving force in founding the Doctors and Over-
population Group. He campaigned for population
education, family planning, liberal abortion laws,
and better career opportunities for women. He
served for three years on the standing medical
advisory committee of the Department of Health.
He was a great campaigner for any cause that he
thought to be worth while. He founded the un-

official body known as the Doctors in Defence of
the 1967 Abortion Act; its object was to oppose the
various attempts made in parliament to amend the
Act. He was for several years a valued member of
the council of the National Association of Family
Planning Doctors. His humour and quiet common
sense were greatly appreciated. Well known on

radio and television and by the press for his views
on matters related to family planning, he also wrote
book reviews for medical journals. He had many
other interests, including gardening, painting,
writing, and poetry.

George Morris had a genius for seeing something
he felt strongly about and doing something about
it. Yet he was the least aggressive of campaigners.
All his campaigns were run with a remarkable
economy of effort and finance, but his charm and
persuasiveness made him difficult to refuse. He
packed a great deal into a medical career short
through no fault of his own. His ideas were far
seeing, and time will prove how right many of his
conceptions were. He was in many ways ahead of
his time in his thoughts on conservation.
George Morris's sudden death will have shocked

the patients he cared for so devotedly and the
partners in his practice with whom he worked so

harmoniously. The various organisations in which

he was the driving force will miss his benevolent
influence. He is survived by his wife Barbara, his
son Jeremy, and his daughter Jane.-JB.

Sir CECIL COLVILLE
MS, FRACS

Sir Cecil Colville, who was in private practice in
Melbourne, Australia, for over 64 years and was
awarded a BMA gold medal, died on 16 April aged
92. He was the medical statesman of Australia in
the twentieth century.
Henry Cecil Colville was born on 27 August

1891 and educated at Melbourne Grammar School.
At the University of Melbourne he graduated MB,
BS with first class honours in surgery and obstetrics
and gynaecology and the exhibition in the latter.
From 1915 to 1917 he served in both the Royal
Army Medical Corps and the Australian Army
Medical Corps on the Western Front. During
1917-18 he was medical superintendent at the
Alfred Hospital. In 1918 he commenced private
practice at Hawthorn, Melbourne. After gaining
the MS in 1920, in 1924 he was appointed honorary
paediatric surgeon at the Alfred Hospital, in which
capacity he served until 1951. He was elected
FRACS in 1931.

Cecil Colville was elected to the council of the
Victoria branch of the BMA in 1928, became
president in 1940, and was chairman from 1939 to
1966. He was president of the federal council of the
BMA from 1955 to 1962. With the inauguration of
the Australian Medical Association in 1962 he was
elected its first president, which office he held until
1964. He was awarded the gold medal of the BMA
in 1961 and of the Australian Medical Association
in 1964. In 1962 he was created a knight bachelor
in recognition of his service to the medical pro-
fession and the community.

Sir Cecil was predeceased by his wife Harriet
and is survived by two married daughters.-RS.

J G WESTERMAN
MRCS, LRCP, DOBSTRCOG

Dr J G Westerman, who until recently was editor
of the British journal ofHospital Medicine, died on
18 May aged 51.
James Gordon Westerman was born on 4

December 1932. He qualified in medicine at the
West London Hospital in 1962 after a period at
Edinburgh and subsequently held house appoint-
ments at Bolingbroke Hospital, London, and St
Mary's Hospital, Eastbourne. He became editor of
the British Journal ofHospital Medicine in 1967.

CEM writes: I look back on my years as a medical
student in Edinburgh and think of the first ward
rounds and the attempts to take a history; of those
friends and colleagues with the maturity and sense

of humour to lighten those burdens; of those with
the breadth of vision to understand that people and
their needs and aspirations are central to the
practice of medicine; and of Gordon Westerman.
He was a brilliant raconteur, a wit, an expert in
opera, a lover of poetry, and above all a very
sensitive and observant friend and colleague.
To most of us Gordon will be remembered as

editor oftheBritishJ ournal ofHospitalMedicine. In
that post he became one of the most successful
medical editors in the business, and I believe that
he achieved this because he blended innovative,
creative journalism with a real and honest concern
to enlighten young hospital doctors in training in
an entertaining way. The grey days in Edinburgh
left a clear cut memory in his mind, and his journal
epitomised the positive, optimistic, and creative
side of postgraduate medicine. It is easy to list the
achievements of a medical man but much more
difficult to capture the essence of a personality.
What were the qualities that enabled Gordon to
create a journal that eminent specialists thought it
to be a personal tribute to write for? Why did he
engender such loyalty and genuine affection in his
staff? I would say that three things characterised
Gordon's personality: a keen intellect, a wonderful
sense of humour, and, most important, a real con-
cern for people, not to reform them, change them,
or impose on them, but just as they were. I shall
always remember him saying, "I can take practi-
cally anything but not being bored."
Our sympathies go to his mother and family; we

shall remember him as light and laughter in our
lives, which he brought so freely and generously.

M T PYM
MB, BCHIR

DrM T Pym, for 28 years a general practitioner in
Malmesbury, Wiltshire, died suddenly on 2 April
while on his rounds. He was 58.

Michael Tom Pym was born in London on 8
October 1926 but spent most of his childhood in
Bristol, where his father was a canon of the
cathedral. He was educated at Marlborough Col-
lege and at Trinity College, Cambridge, and the
Middlesex Hospital, where he graduated in 1949.
After house appointments at Mount Vernon Hos-
pital he did his national service as a medical officer
with the Royal Horse Artillery at Munster, Ger-
many. Subsequently he spent two years in Canada,
at the Ormstown Medical Centre, Quebec, before
returning to England in 1956 and taking over a
singlehanded practice in Malmesbury, where he
continued to practise for the rest of his life.

Michael's patients found in him not only an
exceptional doctor but a good friend whose
interests extended far beyond his practice. He
played a large part in the life of Malmesbury
Abbey, the Civic Trust, and the primary school, of
which he was a chairman of the managers and
medical officer. The flourishing community hos-
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pital in Malmesbury owes much to his efforts and
advice on many developments over the years. He
was particularly interested in the promotion of
music in the town and founded the music society's
subscription concerts. Above all, his family life
was supremely important to him and he was a
devoted husband and father.

Michael was a man of high integrity, his life
founded on a liberal and unobtrusive Christian
faith. He was well read, a great raconteur, and
good company, and his delightful sense ofhumour
was irrepressible. He could act the clown beauti-
fully, and a contemporary at the Middlesex Hos-
pital tells of his unforgettable appearances on stage
at Christmas and rag concerts. He is survived by
his wife Caroline and four sons, one of whom is
following him into the medical profession.-JAR.

W E PHILLIPS
MB, BS

Dr W E Phillips, who was in general practice in
Bamber Bridge, near Preston, died suddenly on 1
May.

William Edward Phillips was born in Gateshead,
County Durham, and educated at St Cuthbert's
Grammar School in
Newcastle upon
Tyne. Before enter-
ing university he
did national service
with the Royal
Corps of Signals,
serving in Germany.
He graduated in i
medicine in the
University of
Durham in 1963
and after house ap-
pointments at Hex-
ham and Shotley
Bridge became a
trainee in Humshaugh, near Hexham, where he
met his wife, Carole. He moved to Bamber Bridge
18 years ago to join a husband and wife partnership.

Bill Phillips was a quiet man with great personal
integrity. He brought to general practice a devotion
to duty that was keenly felt by his partners and
patients. A fine "Geordie" sense of humour was
found in many a trying circumstance. He joined
the St John Ambulance 10 years ago and became
an officer of the Venerable Order of St John of
Jerusalem; he was deputy county commissioner
and commissioner designate. In 1980 he became
a donat of the Sovereign Military Order of the
Knights of Malta and Rhodes. For the last seven
years he was one of the medical officers in their
annual pilgrim to Lourdes, and he was to have
gone again this year.
Dr Phillips was a Lancashire county police

surgeon, and in January of this year became a most
valued member of the Chorley and South Ribble
Health Authority. He was also a former member of
LIDO, an emergency medical service run by the
doctors in this area. He is survived by his wife
Carole, two sons, and two daughters.-MJR.

R W TIBBETTS
BM, BCH, FRCPSYCH, DPM

Dr R W Tibbetts, a psychiatrist in Birmingham,
died in hospital on 26 May. He was 69.
Robert Wyndham Tibbetts was born at Old Hill,

in the black country, where his father was a greatly
respected general practitioner. He was educated at

Bromsgrove School and Christ Church, Oxford,
returning to Birmingham for his clinical years and
graduating in medicine in 1939. After a house
appointment he worked in neuropsychiatry at
Bromsgrove Emergency Medical Service Hospital
before joining the Royal Army Medical Corps in
1941. He served with the Chindits in Burma for
two years and was mentioned in dispatches in 1945
and promoted major before returning to civil
practice in 1946. In the same year he obtained the
DPM. After training in psychiatry at the Maudsley
and St George's hospitals he was assistant psy-
chiatrist first at Wimbledon Hospital and later at
Graylingwell Hospital before being appointed con-
sultant psychiatrist to the United Birmingham
Hospitals in 1950, an appointment he retained until
his premature retirement due to ill health in 1978.
He was also consultant psychiatrist to the Midland
Centre for Neurosurgery and Neurology and the
Birmingham Medical Institute for the Blind, a
clinical lecturer and an examiner in the University
of Birmingham, and a member of the board of
examiners for the MRCPsych.

Peter, as he was always called, was a most valued
member of staff for he was an excellent clinical
psychiatrist and an effective teacher and made a
considerable contribution to the academic life of
the hospital and university. His work on anorexia
nervosa, spasmodic torticollis, and writer's cramp
was prominent among many va-luable publications.
More importantly, he was a most charming and
helpful colleague with a rich sense ofhumour and a
most entertaining speaker.

Sadly, Peter's last years were clouded by ill
health, which he bore with the utmost courage,
refusing to allow it to interfere with his enjoyment
of his home and garden at Elmley Castle in
Worcestershire and the theatre, food, and wine
that were his other pleasures. He is survived by his
wife, his daughter, and his son.-AGWW.

R M BROWN
MB, CHB, DPH

Dr R M Brown, formerly an assistant school
medical officer in Newport, Gwent, died on 21
May after a long illness. He was 73.

Richard Morgan Brown was born in Birmingham
on 20 February 1911 and was educated at Penarth
County School, Glamorgan, and George Watson's
College, Edinburgh, before proceeding to Edin-
burgh University, where he graduated in medicine
in 1934. After house appointments at Southmead
Hospital, Bristol, and the Royal Gwent Hospital,
Newport, he spent the years before the outbreak of
the second world war working in general practice
in south Wales. Early in 1940 he volunteered for
active service and joined the Royal Army Medical
Corps, attaining the rank of captain, which he
retained on an honorary basis after demobilisation
in 1946. For the next two years he worked in
psychiatry in the north of England before obtaining
the post of assistant school medical officer in the
county borough ofNewport, in which he remained
until local government reorganisation in 1974. For
the two years until his retirement hewas an assistant
medical officer with the newly formed Gwent Area
Health Authority.
Dr Brown's long period as a school medical

officer allowed him to apply his clinical skills and
basic common sense to the benefit ofgenerations of
schoolchildren (and their parents). His colleagues
often commented on the calm, effective way in
which he gave advice to parents and teachers on the
health problems affecting pupils. One of his
greatest skills was the ability to explain medical

details in such simple language that any lay person
could understand.
Although English by birth and immediate

extraction, DrBrown grew to love all things Welsh.
He learnt to speak the Welsh language with more
than passable fluency and was proud of obtaining
an 0 level in Welsh at the age of42. His other great
interest was reading books on a variety of learned
subjects, and over the years he amassed a vast book
collection. Sadly, less than two years after his
retirement (during which he had planned to
catalogue and expand his library) he began to de-
velop the first symptoms ofthe chronic, progressive
illness that eventually proved fatal. He is survived
by his wife Norma, who gave him devoted support
over those last few difficult years, and by his son,
who is also a doctor.-PMB.

A W DOCKAR
MB, CHB

Dr A W Dockar, who was in general practice in
Birmingham for 38 years, died on 18 April.

Alexander Watt Dockar was born in Aberdeen
on 24 May 1896. He was educated at Gordon's
College and served in the first world war. He was
taken prisoner in the early part of 1918 and while in
the trenches had word that he had been accepted
for university. He was slightly wounded and
reported missing. On being demobilised he went
to Aberdeen University to study medicine. He
graduated in 1924 and was invited to go into
general practice in Birmingham. He was also
deputy medical officer at Winson Green prison.
During the second world war he joined the Home
Guard and became a captain.

In 1956 Dr Dockar moved with his wife to
Droitwich, where he made many friends. He
formed the Droitwich and District Scottish Society
in 1958 and was the first president. He was a
deacon at Droitwich Baptist Church, eventually
becoming a life deacon. He was interested in many
things in the town, including the formation of the
local branch of MIND, the Baptist men's move-
ment, the masonic brotherhood, and music. He is
survived by his wife.-ERD.

LT, HMW write: Dr Dockar was an extremely
kind man, with a dry sense of humour, who
frequently attended divisional BMA functions
during his retirement in Droitwich. His great
interest was the thriving Droitwich and District
Scottish Society. He will be greatly missed by both
colleagues in Worcestershire and his many non-
medical friends.

W A STOKES
MA, MD

DrW A Stokes, who was formerly in general prac-
tice in Wolverhampton, died suddenly on 11 April
aged 96.
William Albert Stokes was born in Wolverhamp-

ton on 10 June 1887 and was educated at Tettenhall
College, Wolverhampton. He spent four years at
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and then the next
two at Birmingham University Medical School,
qualifying MRCS, LRCP in 1911. He graduated
MB, BC in 1913 and proceeded MD in 1918.
During the first world war he served in the Royal
Army Medical Corps. He then went into private
practice as a general practitioner in Birmingham
and later in Wolverhampton but had to retire in
1942 owing to ill health.
Dr Stokes is survived by his wife.
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