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Michael Meacher, called the Bill a miscel-
laneous rag bag. On the removal of the optic-
ians' monopoly he said that the proposed free
market traders in spectacles would be neither
qualified nor accountable to the professional
bodies. As to the proposal to establish family
practitioner committees as health authorities
in their own right, it flew in the face of recent
health service planning to integrate hospital
and primary health care. Mr Meacher also
criticised the proposal that the Secretary of
State should appoint not just the chairman
but all 30 members of family practitioner
committees. He foresaw a comprehensive cen-
tralisationof power beingimposed on the NIHS.
Dr Brian Mawhinney said that he did not

fear the direct link between family prac-
titioner committees and the Secretary of
State. There had been insufficient accounta-

bility in the past. The Minister for Health,
Mr Kenneth Clarke, told the House that the
appointment to family practitioner com-
mittees would be made from names put
forward by the profession, local authorities,
health authorities, and other bodies that would
be consulted. A joint working party had been
set up between the health authorities and
family practitioner committees to advise on
how to improve collaboration between the
different parts of the service. When the group
had reported guidelines would be issued.
"We shall," he said, "put the new family
practitioner committees on the joint con-
sultative committees, get them involved in
joint planning with health authorities- and
local authorities, and try to make them
effective and responsive bodies that will play
their part in a properly coordinated service."

MEDICAL NEWS

The Nuffield Foundation pharmacy
inquiry

The trustees of the Nuffield Foundation
have set up a committee of inquiry to "con-
sidet the present and future structure of the
practice of pharmacy in its several branches
and its potential contribution to health care,
and to review the education and training of
pharmacists accordingly." The committee
would like to receive written information and
views from interested individuals and or-
ganisations both inside and outside the
profession. It would be especially interested
to hear of experiments and innovations in
aspects of pharmacy practice. If possible it
would like to receive the evidence by 30
April. Details about the inquiry and the
specific issues about which the committee
would like information may be obtained from
the secretary to the pharmacy inquiry,
Nuffield Foundation, Nuffield'Lodge, Regent's
Park, London NW1 4RS.

Health Advisory Service reports to be
published

The government has decided recently that
reports of the Health Advisory Service, the
independent body that looks at hospitals and
services for mentally ill and elderly people,
should -be made public. Ih the past these
reports have always been Iconfidential. The
Minister of Health said, "We believe that
everyone interested in some of these more
difficult problems of health care could be
helped by more openness about the advice
we receive.... Publication of reports should
help to promote wider understanding of the
achievements and the problems of these ser-
vices."

Flosint suspended

The product licence for Flosint tablets
(indoprofen) has been suspended by the
United Kingdom health ministers. The com-
pany (Farmitalia Carlo Erba Ltd) has made
available to the licensing authority the results
of postmarketing surveillance of UK patients,
which give cause for concern about a series of
toxic effects of the drug, particularly gastro-

intestinal effects. The Committee on Safety
of Medicines has received 217 reports of
adverse reactions associated with Flosint
including seven cases in which the patients
died. The pattern of these reports reinforces
the concern arising from the postmarketing
study. Doctors are advised neither to start
any new patients on the drug nor- to re-
prescribe the -drug without - good reason.
Pharmacists are advised to contact the pre-
scribing doctor about any prescriptions they
receive for the drug. Patients using Flosint
tablets at present should consult their
doctor.

Health Ombudsman's latest report

The Health Service Ombudsman's third
report has recently been published. It refers
to a selection of 24 reports taken from a total
of 41 cases on which full investigations were
completed during the period April-September
1983. The ombudsman found some justifica-
tion for complaint in 31 of these. Copies of
the report may be obtained from HMSO-
price £9 95.

Smoking

It was announced in the House of Commons
recently that the government has studied the
Royal College of Physician's fourth report on
the health risks associated with smoking and
hopes 'that widespread notice will be taken of
the renewed warnings about illness and early
death. There *has been a 20%o decline in
cigarette sales in the United Kingdom over
the past four years, a considerable fall in the
proportions of both men and women who
smoke cigarettes, and continuing reductions
in the tar yields of cigarettes for those who
continue to smoke. The parliamentary secre-
tary of state for health, Mr John Patten, met
representatives of the National Federation of
Retail Newsagents on 6 December to discuss
with them the problem of illegal sales of
cigarettes to children.

BLAT film trophies

At a meeting on 13 December' Professor
Sir John Walton presented the trophies
awarded by the British Life Assurance Trust
to the makers of the two best medical films of
1982. The first film, "A Breath of Fresh Ait,"
by Dr A M Edwards and Picture Palace Ltd
and sponsored by Fisons Pharmaceutical
Division, is intended to show patients with
asthma that they may still lead an active life;
various people, among them a singer and the
athlete Alan Pascoe, describe how they have
overcome the handicap of asthma. The second
film, "The Changing Shape of Clinical
Haemorheology," by Dr A J Barnes and others
and Medi-Cine Productions Ltd, and spon-
sored by Hoechst UK Ltd, shows methods of
measuring the deformability of red blood cells
and explains the relevance of haemorheology
to the treatment of many diseases of the
circulatory system.

Correction

Asbestos and health service premises

We regret that an error occurred in this news item
(17 December,. p 1887). The last sentence should
have read: Those in doubt about whether the
work in their premises is carried out in accordance
with the code should contact their local health
authorities.

COMING EVENTS

Cardiff Royal Infirmary-Dinner to celebrate the
centenary of the founding of the infirmary on its present
site, 9 February, Cardiff. Details from the unit admini-
strator of the infirmary, Newport' koad, Cardiff CF2
1SZ. (Tel 0222 492233, exts 204j403.Y
British Psychoanalytical Society-Course "Psycho-
analysis arld women," 11 February, London. Details
from the honorary secretary of the public lectures com-
mittee, Instituite of Psychoanalysis, 63 New Cavendish
Street, London WlM 7RD. (Tel 01 580 4952.)
Church Missionary Society-Meeting "'Health care'
possible for all ?" 22 February, London. Details from
the society, 157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU.
Women in Medicine-Annual conference open to any
women interested in health care, 31 March, Newcastle
upon Tyne. Details from WIM Conference, 78 Fenham
Hall Drive, Newcastle upon Tyne.
"Spinal disorders 1984"-International course, 24-29
June, Gothenburg. Details from Dr Alf Nachemson,
Department of Orthopaedic- Surgery 1, Sahlgren
Hospital, S 413 45 Gothenburg, Swedeni.
"Applications of perinatal epiciemiology"-Course
organised by the EUROCAT project of the EEC,'the
National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit (Oxford), and the
European Office of the World Health Organisation, 12-25
August, Oxford. Details from Jini' Hetherington of the
epidemiology unit, Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford OX2
6HE. Closing date for applications 30 April.
Analyticon 84-4-6 September, London. Details from

Mr G C Young, SIMA, Leicester House, 8 Leicester
Street, London WC2H 7BN. (Tel 01-437 0678.)
Anglo-French Medical Society-First scientific
meeting, 12-15 September, Bath. Details from Mark
Cottrill,The Moat House, Lymm Hall, Lymm, Cheshire.
International Society for the Prevention'of Child
Abuse and Neglect -.Fifth congress, 16-19 September
1984, Montreal. Details from the secretariat, 3450
University Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 2A7.
Tenth International Conference on Sarcoidosis
and Other Granulomatous Disorders-17-22
September 1984, Baltimore. Details from Dr D Geraint
James, Royal Northern Hospital, London N7 6LD.
International Society of Internal Medicine-17th
congress, 7-12 October, Kyoto, Japan. Details from
Miss S Ryland, Royal College of Physicians of London,
11 St Andrew's Place, Regent's Park, London'NW1 4LE.
Manchester Medical Society-Details and copies of
the January programme are available from the society,
John Rylands Urivergity Library, Oxford Road, Man-
chester M13 9PP. (Tel 061 273 6048.)
South Essex Postgraduate Medical Centre-
Details and copies of the January-April programme are
available from the centre, Basildon' Hospital, Nether
Mayne, Basildon, Essex. (Tel 0268 3911 ext 3360.)
Food Group of the Society of Chemical Industry-
Details and copies of the consolidated programme of
meetings related to food science and technology on
behalf of the participating bodies are available from
Mrs R 0 Hunt, 19 Warmington Road, Herne Hill,
London SE24 9LA. (Tel 01-737 0179.)
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