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Unreviewed Reports

Sigmoid volvulus: evidence of a familial incidence
Sigmoid volvulus is responsible for 5-10% of all cases of large

bowel obstruction in the West. Over the past 10 years there has been
an increasing awareness of the disease in a younger age group. We
recently encountered this condition in a brother, sister, and uncle,
aged 31, 36, and 67 respectively. They demonstrate an increased
incidence within families which has not been recognised, although
Plaut in 1929 briefly described a father and son with "volvulus of
the flexure," but no operative details were given.' Awareness of a
possible familial incidence may allow earlier diagnosis in the investi-
gation ofyoung patients with intermittent symptoms whose relatives
are known to be affected.-A R DENNISON, A D NORTHEAST, Nuffield
Department of Surgery, John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford OX3 9DU.
(Accepted 20 August 1983)

Plaut T. Volvulus der Flexur bei Vater und Sohn. Klin Wochenschr 1929;8:1177.

Hepatitis B prevalence among staff in a mental subnormality
hospital
Many health authorities are considering offering nursing staff in

mental subnormality hospitals vaccination against hepatitis B, and
data on the risks are needed. We screened 542 nurses between 1975
and 1982: only two carried hepatitis B antigens, and both had
recently arrived from abroad. Furthermore, 29 staff were tested
after possible contamination, and none showed the antigen after six
months. Our results show a similar prevalence to those in other
studies,' and we believe that wholesale vaccination of nurses is
unnecessary.-G I HACKETr, M J WHEELDON, Cranage Hall Hospital,
Crewe CW4 8EG. (Accepted 10 October 1983)

Szmuness W, Neurath AR, Stevens CE. Prevalence of hepatitis B "e" antigen and its
antibody in various HBsAg carrier populations. N EnglJ7 Med 1980;303:833-41.

Malignant ventricular tachyarrhythmia and haloperidol
A 46 year old woman with schizophrenia but no cardiac disease

was treated in hospital with 60-100 mg haloperidol daily for 10 days.
She was transferred to the coronary care unit for drowsiness and
an irregular pulse, where her electrocardiogram showed frequent
ventricular premature complexes and a QTc interval of 0 55.
Administering lignocaine and stopping haloperidol did not prevent
episodes of ventricular tachycardia and fibrillation which required
cardioversion. At follow up after 16 weeks she had no cardiac
symptoms and a normal electrocardiogram. Rapid "tranquillisation"
with haloperidol may cause cardiopulmonary arrest,' and electro-
cardiographic abnormalities during treatment with this drug should
prompt reduction of the dose.-J H N BETr, G W HOLT, Department
of Cardiology, Royal Brisbane Hospital, Australia. (Accepted 30
September 1983)

Adverse Drug Reactions Advisory Committee. Rapid tranquillisation-ADRAC's
concern. Australian Prescriber 1980;4:40-1.

Lymphatic fistula after subclavian vein cannulation
A 60 year old woman undergoing continuous ambulatory peri-

toneal dialysis for 17 months had a left subclavian vein catheter
inserted for ultrafiltration. Chest radiography showed a satisfactory
catheter position, but one week later chylous fluid was leaking from
the exit-confirmed as lymph by its high fat and lymphocyte con-
tents. The fistula sealed spontaneously in 36 hours. The thoracic
duct or one of its branches was probably punctured during the
procedure. Though the overall complication rate of subclavian vein
catheterisation is 0-17% (1-2% ofthem major, the commonest being

pneumothorax), lymph leakage has not been reported in the absence
of subclavian vein obstruction.-Y c NG, J WALLS, Area Renal Unit,
Leicester General Hospital, Leicester LE5 4PW. (Accepted 3 October
1983)

Association between Bell's palsy and lymphoid malignancies
A case-control epidemiological study in the Yorkshire health

region in October 1979-May 1983 showed 780 lymphoid malig-
nancies. Eight cases had a history of Bell's palsy (two in controls),
four with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) (two T cell pheno-
types). The interval between the two was over five years in four cases
(both controls) and under one year in four. The latter group con-
tained three of the four cases ofALL (two T cell phenotype). Given
that infection with a specific retrovirus may be associated withT cell
leukaemia and lymphoma,' viral studies would be of interest in these
cases.-YORKSHIRE REGIONAL CANCER ORGANISATION (correspon-
dence to Dr R A Cartwright, Cookridge Hospital, Leeds LS16
6QB). (Accepted 14 September 1983)

Gallo RC. Regulation of human T cell proliferation: T cell growth factor T cell
leukaemia and lymphomas and isolation of a new c type retrovirus. In: Rosenberg
SA, Kapler HS, eds. Malignant lvmphomas. London: Academic Press, 1982:101-18.

Cigarette smoking and irritable bowel syndrome
Of 100 consecutive patients with irritable bowel syndrome' (67

women; age range 16-54, mean 30- 1) and 100 age and sex matched
controls (patients, hospital staff, and visitors) personally inter-
viewed about smoking habits, 44 and 55 respectively smoked (20
and 26 heavily). Smoking prevalence in the general population in
Ireland in 1980-1 was 35%. Hence there is probably no negative
association between cigarette smoking and irritable bowel syn-
drome, and the negative association in ulcerative colitis is not related
to personality.-J F FIELDING, C McALLISTER, et al, Departnent of
Medicine and Gastroenterology, The Charitable Infirmary, Dublin
1. (Accepted 4 October 1983)

Fielding JF. Clinical and radiological manifestations of the irritable bowel syndrome.
7ournal of the Irish Colleges ofPhysicians and Surgeons 1978;8:11-5.

Effect of salicylate-containing spray in aspirin sensitive patient
A man with a long history of asthma and aspirin sensitivity

developed severe asthma and a petechial rash after spraying his right
calf with Ralgex' and swallowing one 25 mg indomethacin capsule
for "rheumatic pain." He responded to conventional treatment, and
subsequent testing suggested that indomethacin had a possible
minor role in the episode. Given that salicylates can be absorbed
through the skin and that Martindale. The Extra Pharmacopoeia' lists
no fewer than 73 "over the counter" topical preparations which
contain salicylates, including four sprays, aspirin sensitive patients
should be warned to exercise caution in using these formulations.-j
A PANG, ROY DAVIES, Whittington Hospital, London N19. (Accepted
17 October 1983)

Revnolds JEF, ed. Martindale. The Extra Pharmacopoeia. 28th ed. London: Pharma-
ceutical Press, 1982.

"Unreviewed Reports" aims at publishing very brief findings quickly,
without the usual external peer review. Each item should be no more
than 100 words long, with a title ofup to 10 words, only one reference,
and no more than two named authors (et al is allowed). Authors of
papers about side effects must have reported them to the Committee on
Safety of Medicines and the manufacturers. Correspondence asking for
further details about these items should be sent directly to the authors,
who should be willing to supply answers.
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