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adults provided problems for both physicians
and surgeons and it was necessary for them to
cooperate. Such collaboration between various
disciplines was one of the secrets of his own
success as a surgeon. He was an exceptional
oesophageal surgeon also, and resection of the
oesophagus for carcinoma became in his hands
a routine procedure with low mortality. He was
an early exponent of mitral valvotomy, but it
was in the surgery of congenital heart disease
that he did his most important work with John
D Hay and his colleagues at the Royal Liver-
pool Children's Hospital. Open heart surgery
was successfully introduced after a good deal
of experimental work.

Ronald Edwards was a master surgeon, and
this showed in every operation he did. He
remained much interested in research and
education in surgery. He was Hunterian pro-
fessor at the Royal College of Surgeons in 1939
and 1944. For many years he was lecturer in
surgery and in thoracic surgery at Liverpool
University, where he was also chairman of the
board of clinical studies 1970-5. He was also
chairman of the eastern district of the Liver-
pool area health authority (teaching) 1972-5.
He became president of the North Western
Thoracic Society in 1953, the Liverpool
Medical Institution in 1968, the Society of
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeons of
Great Britain and Ireland in 1972, and the
Thoracic Society in 1976. He travelled
extensively abroad and was able to visit the
clinics of surgeons who had learnt their craft in
Liverpool. His writings include sections of
standard textbooks and his own book Founda-
tions of Thoracic Surgery.

His presence inspired respect, and he could
have a rather reserved manner, but he was a
great help to his juniors in their difficulties. A
wise teacher, he knew just when he could
safely let a pupil get on with a task on his own.
In 1975 he retired to his country home near
Mold, where he took a keen interest in the
countryside he loved. He had to endure several
disabling and painful setbacks from the disease
that ended his life, but he did not complain, and
was full of gratitude for the help given him by
his doctors. He is survived by his wife Joan
and by four daughters and three sons, one of
whom is a pathologist and one a surgeon.-
BJB.

F A THOMPSON
MB, BCH, BAO

Dr F A Thompson, a general practitioner in
Peterborough, died on 8 April after a short
illness. He was 59.

Frederick Alexander Thompson (Alex) was
born in Belfast on 7 October 1923 and
educated at the Methodist College, Belfast,
Kingswood School near Bath, and Dungannon
Royal School. In September 1943 he entered
Queen's University, Belfast, to read law, but
he volunteered for the Fleet Air Arm the
following June. He qualified as a fighter pilot
and saw service in Canada and then Ceylon.
His experiences during the war influenced him
to change his career, and he returned to
Queen's in 1946 to study medioine. He
graduated in 1952 and did his house appoint-
ments at the Royal Victoria Hospital in
Belfast. He trained for general practice as an
assistant to a Redruth partnership in 1953 and
entered into partnership in Peterborough,
where he remained until his death.
Dr Thompson suffered a severe coronary

thrombosis in his early 40s, and his ensuing
convalescence gave him the opportunity to
appraise his professional future and employ
more fully his talent for academic medicine.
He became* interested in psychiatry with
especial emphasis on hypnosis. He was
appointed clinical assistant to the district
hospital psychiatric department and continued
in that capacity. He built a busy private
practice in hypnosis and undertook as much of
this work in his spare time as his general
practice would allow. He read papers on the
subject at local, national, and international
psychiatric meetings and was preparing
material for a book when he died. He was
deputy crematorium referee, served on the
district medical advisory committee (on
mental health), and was deputy police surgeon
until his illness.

In spite of these commitments Alex was
always conscious that his practice had the first
call on his time, and he was always ready to
devote time to the emotional and medical
problems of his patients. There have been
many tributes from them to his integrity. His
partners often called on his knowledge of
internal medicine.
Alex enjoyed rugby, which he played at

Queen's, and never missed an opportunity to
see Ireland play at Twickenham. His great
love for music he shared with his family. He is
survived by his wife, one son, and three
daughters, one of whom is following him into
medicine.-JKM.

C F MAYNE
OBE, TD, MA, MB, FRCSED

Mr C F Mayne, formerly consultant surgeon to
the South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital,
Plymouth, died on 4 May. He was 93.

Cyril Frederick Mayne studied at Cambridge
and St George's Hospital and qualified in 1913.

RSW writes: Cyril Mayne had been my oldest
and dearest friend since he was 11 and I was 9.
Recently he and
his wife Lilian 7 ¢
moved from t < -
Sussex to be
nearer their son,
incidentally to my
benefit also, and
only last month
they looked me
up from their new
home in Suffolk. I
noticed that Cyril
was short of
breath, even at
rest. He must
have known exact-
ly the advanced stage of his terminal illness, yet
he was in great form, laughingly reminiscing
over the happy days of our boyish escapades.
He was extremely popular with all and sundry
in the house at our old hospital, St George's,
then at Hyde Park Corner. There the atmo-
sphere was of the happiest, radiating down
from the consultants, registrars, housemen,
students, and nursing staff to the humblest
patient, to whom Cyril was always kindness
itself.
At the outbreak of the first world war he left

as house surgeon to join the Naval Brigade
and proceeded to Antwerp. Later he served in
the ill fated Gallipoli expedition and was

evacuated to join the British Expeditionary
Force on the Western Front in 1916, in time
for the Battle of the Somme and onwards.
In 1939 when the second world war started
he left his surgical appointment at Plymouth
to join the Royal Army Medical Corps and
served mainly in Malta under conditions of
constant danger from incessant bombing by the
Italian Air Force, shortage of food and water,
electric light cut off, and operations carried
out by candle light. He also served in north
Africa and Italy and became lieutenant
colonel commanding a surgical division in the
forward areas. He was decorated by Tito for
his work among the Yugoslavs. After his
second war he returned to Plymouth, where he
remained as consultant surgeon until his
retirement, near Rye. Cyril's ebullient good
humour and courage were a splendid example
to all who served with him. He will be sorely
missed, not only by his wife and family but by
scores of colleagues, wartime comrades in the
army and navy, and thousands who have bene-
fited by his skilled surgery.

J JOHNSTON
MB, CHB

Dr J Johnston, formerly in general practice
at East Didsbury, Manchester, died on 26
March after a short illness. He was 92.
John Johnston graduated in medicine from

the University of Glasgow in 1924. He entered
general practice at Carlin How, Yorkshire,
and in 1936 moved to East Didsbury, Man-
chester, retiring at the age of 75 in 1966.
Since then he enjoyed a happy country life in
Hereford, where he is sadly missed. Dr
Johnston was a life member of the BMA. He
is survived by his wife.

P R VASSALL-ADAMS
MD, PHD

PEN writes: The death of Dr Vassall-Adams
(obituary 7 May, p 1523) was a great tragedy.
As a first year student at Charing Cross in
1976 I remember his embryology course as the
best series of lectures I have ever been
privileged to attend. He made a difficult subject
fun to learn. He brought the same brilliance
to his teaching in the anatomy room, and more
than any other person was responsible for my
getting through. I am sure I speak for all former
students who remember him at Charing Cross.

A memorial service for the late Mr J B
Pennybacker (obituary, 30 April, p 1450) will
be held at St Giles' Church, Oxford, on
Saturday 11 June at 11 30 am.

Correction

Mr F R R Martin

We regret that the appreciation on the late Mr
F R R Martin (30 April, p 1452) was attributed
to the wrong author. The appreciation was in
fact written by Mr N V Addison. We sincerely
apologise for any embarrassment caused to the
doctors concerned.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J (C

lin R
es E

d): first published as 10.1136/bm
j.286.6379.1760 on 28 M

ay 1983. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

