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SHORT REPORTS

Long distance telemetry of fetal
heart rate from patients' homes
using public telephone network

Sporadic reports have been published on intrapartum fetal heart rate
telemetry over short distances, but there have been conflicting
reports on its acceptability to patients and its influence on the course
of labour.' 2 Transmission of electrocardiographic signals in adults
using the public telephone network has also been reported.3 We
describe a new technique of monitoring the fetal heart rate antenatally
by telemetry. This technique may be used from the patient's home
through the public telephone network, for prolonged periods of time
and over distances of many miles. The heart signal may then be
computer processed and displayed in real time within the obstetric
unit for immediate assessment.

Patients, methods, and results

Thirty telecardiograms were recorded in 11 women, from 16 weeks'
gestation to term. Twenty recordings were transmitted from five patients'
homes and 10 within the hospital, all using the telephone network.

In the patient's home a Sonicaid D205 (2 MHz) portable ultrasonic
fetal heart rate detector was used, and its transducer was held against the
abdominal wall in an appropriate position. By placing the handset of the
telephone so that its mouthpiece was close to the detector's loudspeaker the
heart signal was fed into the public telephone network. Recording time was
usually 30 minutes. In the obstetric unit, the incoming signal was passed
into a preprocessor and then into a Hewlett Packard 9826 (or HP 9825)
desktop computer running the HPL program Teleplot, written by KJD.
An error detection algorithm4 identified signal noise and validated genuine
heart periods. Mean heart rates were calculated every 3-75 seconds (1/16 min)5
and displayed on the visual display unit as a continuous heart rate versus
time trace, almost indistinguishable from a standard paper trace (figure).
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Telecardiogram recorded at 37 weeks' gestation in patient's own home and
without supervision. Gaps in recording denote signal loss. The baseline
fetal heart rate was 140 beats/min and multiple accelerations were seen.
No decelerations were seen.

The electronic and computing methods are to be described elsewhere.
Signal losses were computed. In supervised recordings no difference

was found between those made at home and those made in hospital. Un-
supervised recordings, however, showed a 53% greater signal loss. Of the
30 telecardiograms, 28 were clearly interpretable: no abnormalities were
seen.

CASE REPORT

A 31 year old woman with insulin dependant diabetes, underwent
inpatient cardiotocography daily from 35 weeks in her first pregnancy.
Decelerations of the fetal heart occurred at 37 weeks and she was delivered
by emergency caesarean section.
We managed her second pregnancy on an outpatient basis, but weekly

attendance at hospital was difficult for her because she lived 14 miles (23 km)
away and had no transport. At 35 weeks she started her own daily, un-
supervised fetal heart recordings at home, transmitting them to us by
telephone for real time processing by the computer in the obstetric depart-
ment. The figure shows one of her recordings. No signs of fetal compromise
were observed over 10 days' telemetric monitoring and we would have been
happy to continue monitoring in this manner. Unfortunately, polyhydramnios
then developed and she was admitted to hospital for the remainder of her
pregnancy.
Even allowing for telephone charges and a share in the cost of staff and

equipment, the cost of monitoring her from her home each day was less
than 6%', of the daily cost of a hospital bed.

Comment

Our results show that, in selected patients, antenatal monitoring
of the fetal heart rate may be carried out safely and satisfactorily
while the patient remains at home, and at a fraction of the cost of
hospital admission.

Naturally, any abnormality found in the fetal heart rate-for
example, decelerations-will warrant admission to hospital. Never-
theless, as most telecardiograms recorded at home will be entirely
normal, only those few patients from whom sinister recordings are
obtained would need admission for more intensive assessment.
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Accuracy of indirect blood pressure
measurement in the elderly
A report of large discrepancies between direct and indirect measure-
ments of blood pressure with increasing age' led to use of the term
pseudohypertension in the elderly and speculation that indirect
measurement is inaccurate in the elderly.2 We assessed the effect of age
on the accuracy of indirect measurements of blood pressure by com-
paring simultaneous direct and indirect measurements in elderly and
young patients with high blood pressure. The ethical justification for
performing direct intra-arterial measurement of blood pressure in the
elderly patients was based on the fact that if the results of Spence et all
were valid direct measurement was indicated to determine the true
blood pressure; if we established that pseudohypertension was not a
true clinical entity, however, unnecessary direct measurement in the
elderly would be avoided in future.

Patients, methods, and results

Forty elderly patients aged 60-80 (mean 68) and 20 young patients aged
24-43 (mean 38) were entered into the study consecutively from the clinic.
All gave informed consent. The protocol was approved by the hospital ethics
committee.
With the patient supine, indirect systolic and diastolic (phase V) blood

pressures were recorded simultaneously in both arms with a standard
mercury sphygmomanometer and cuffs with bladder dimensions of 22 5X
12*5 cm. The cuffs were interconnected so that cuff pressures were identical
in both arms. There was no significant difference in left arm circumferences
between the groups. Direct blood pressure was measured with a 20 gauge
Teflon cannula inserted into the radial artery and attached by a saline filled
manometer line to a pressure transducer connected to an amplifier oscilloscope
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