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localisation, and associated symptoms of the headache rapidly
outline and give a lead to the diagnosis. Having taken an
adequate history and examined the patient, commit yourself
by writing down the diagnosis in your notes or in a letter to
the consultant-and keep a copy. Learn from the reply and
thus benefit from your own and others' experience. Remember
also that in consultant practice we are by no means always
confident in our initial diagnosis: the picture clears with
time and response to reassurance and treatment, as well as
with failure or progression.

Is the effort worth while? If headache is common in your
practice and you wish to decide with which patients you can
cope and those who need hospital referral-and to the right
specialist-then the answer is obvious.
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Caring for the young
disabled
Are we complacent is supposing that the most severely disabled
people living in the conununity are in touch with all the right
agencies ? At a conference of the Society for Tissue Viability
held last month Dr T Price described a survey he had carried
out in the borough of Harrow in which he had tried to identify
very severely disabled young people. He had used the Harrow
Social Services very severely handicapped register, the
community nursing disabled service, and the Northwick Park
Hospital physiotherapy department's "at risk" register of
patients who might benefit from intermittent physiotherapy.
Eight of the 28 most disabled patients on the nurses' list were
not among the 89 cases on the social services register. More-
over, the total of about 100 identified in the age range 16-59
was probably not the true total: on the basis of the survey
by Harris,1 Dr Price estimated a total of 130. That figure
rested on extrapolation, but it did seem likely that some had
slipped through the net. Five years after the Chronically Sick
and Disabled Persons Act 1970 Knight and Warren had found
that even in the areas with the most active social services some
handicapped people were not in touch with any of the pro-
fessional services, while many more were not getting all the
forms of help they needed and wanted.2
May not some people, however, choose not to be registered ?

Some may be getting help anyway and others may not need it.
But in such cases some desirable aids or services may possibly
be overlooked. Even where no help is wanted-as perhaps
with some young people living with their parents-short or
long term care may be needed in the future, perhaps suddenly,
and this must be catered for in planning. The Harrow survey

was in fact prompted by the need for up to date information
for the new young disabled unit serving Harrow and Brent.
If planners are to provide intermittent residential care and
sometimes day places to give families a break and to help in
emergencies-just as important as providing a long term
home-they must know the community's needs. These are
the arguments for effective case finding with continuing
surveillance2 and for more communication between social and
health services and other agencies.

Sadly, however, many units for the young disabled offer
little by way of intermittent or day care. By 1979 there were
2050 places in the 86 units in Britain-everywhere far short
of the 15-25 beds per 100 000 population that have been
recommended. Three functions for these units have been
proposed by the Health Departments: family support by
holiday admission, day care, and shared care; rehabilitation;
and long stay care. But of 46 units surveyed recently, 29 were
almost entirely for long term patients (C J Scott, paper
presented to a seminar organised by Leeds University's
department of rehabilitation medicine, October 1982).

Speaking about young disabled units at the conference,
Dr Anne Chamberlain discussed their frequent failings on the
basis of her own experience and of the Leeds seminar. The
main problems are due to the units having too few staff
(especially remedial staff) with too little time to create a
dynamic unit and to their lacking appropriate day facilities
and activities. With over 10 years' experience and much skill
and interest the NHS should be looking, said Dr Chamberlain,
to expand creativity in these units and to make them cater
for many more people living in the community.
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Panic disorder
Two major systems of classifying diseases take different
approaches to coding anxiety disorders. The American
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders' recog-
nises, whereas the International Classification of Diseases2 does
not, a separate form of anxiety disorder; this generally occurs
in late adolescence or early adulthood, is characterised by the
sudden, dramatic onset of an overwhelming sensation of
terror and imminent collapse, and occurs without under-
standable cause. The ninth revision of the International
Classification of Diseases2 recognises that anxiety may be a
prominent feature of the emotional turmoil that results
from acute or prolonged stress and advises that mixed states
of anxiety and depression should be categorised as neurotic
depression. It omits the concept ofan anxiety prone personality
disorder but, neurosis apart, the main category reserved for
anxiety disorder is a single one which is allotted a plural
form: anxiety states (300.0). Its two components are anxiety
neurosis (or reaction) and panic attack (or disorder), but
neither receives further definition in the glossary.
The classification used in the United States (Diagnostic

and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, third edition)2
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