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Medicine and Books

Social services at risk
Social Workers-Their Role and Tasks. National Institute of
Social Work. (Pp 283; £4-95.) Bedford Square Press. 1982.

The Government's disinclination for social work was signalled
two and a half years ago, when the balance of spending priorities
between the National Health Service and personal social
services shifted in favour of the NHS.1 At the same time, public
disquiet about the nature of social work led the Secretary of
State for Social Services to invite the National Institute for
Social Work to make an inquiry into social workers' activities.
This book is the report of the working party that was set up,
with Mr P M Barclay as chairman. But the committee's findings
do not take account of the recent news that 28 000 social work
jobs may be axed in the next financial year.
The Barclay report deals with three main topics. Firstly, the

practice of social work: what do social workers do, and what
are they needed to do ? Next, the context of social work: how
is social policy formed, and how is social work organised ? And
lastly, clients and the community: what is a community, how
are clients' rights protected, and, indeed, how are social workers
regulated ? The most speculative part of the report is the final
section, as the working party rightly acknowledge, though the
attitude to evidence is offhand throughout.
The principal recommendation is that there should be a move

towards community social work. Up to now, the assumption
has been that the State should provide comprehensive social
services for the disabled and disadvantaged. Therefore all
citizens should have a right to such services and should not
have to depend on voluntary or private provision. Community
social work, however, is based on the recognition that most
social care is already provided by private individuals and
groups and not by statutory or voluntary agencies. So the new
emphasis of social work will be to "tap into, support, enable,
and underpin" local informal caring networks. How this system
might work is the subject of sharp discussion in two contrasting
appendices: one visionary, the other realistic.

Besides this, the rest of the report is controversial too.
Argument on almost any of the issues raised is likely to arouse
a hornets' nest. For example, it is stated that the role of social
workers is not to accept things as they are; a political element is
integral to their job. Is one of their future tasks to be to organise
local political pressure groups ? Also, the imposition of a
community approach could lead, in Professor Pinker's words,
to a proliferation of local data banks based on hearsay, gossip,
and well-meaning but uninvited prying. What effects might
there be then on clients' privacy and confidentiality? Further-
more, the professional standing of social work is still unclear.
Social workers' reluctance to form a general council, like the
GMC, to set their house in order has brought forth the sug-
gestion that social work may become fully unionised within a
few years. The professional altruists2 seem to be in disarray.

Unfortunately, the Barclay report does little to resolve the
uncertainties that surround the functions of social workers.
They are here to stay, as the blurb says. But where, and in
what capacity? How, in particular, is the potential for practical
social work in medicine to be realised ?3 On the present showing
the answers to these questions are more likely to come from the
Chancellor of the Exchequer than from social workers.

GREG WILKINSON
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Borderland of epilepsy
Pseudoseizures. Ed Terrence L Riley and Alec Roy. (Pp 231;
£24 75.) Williams and Wilkins. 1982.

Strictly interpreted, the title of this book is meaningless. What
can be false or sham about a sudden attack of illness ? "Pseudo-
epileptic seizures," if inelegant, would at least be a short
description of much of the book's subject matter. The main
trouble for whoever had to choose one is that the ideal title was
appropriated by Sir William Gowers in 1907 with "The border-
land of epilepsy-near it, but not of it." But it would be a bold
author or editor who sought to expropriate that title.
The topics debated are naturally much the same as in Gowers's

book, and the advances since his time have been far more
technical than clinical. In so far as these topics are still segregated,
about half of them belong by convention to neurology and half to
psychiatry; the first, historical, chapter belongs to both. Next
follows a valuable wise chapter from D F Scott on the diffi-
culties of clinical diagnosis, even to the very knowledgeable and
experienced, particularly where complex partial seizures
(temporal lobe attacks) are concerned. He also emphasises-and
several of the other authors reiterate-that it is not at all
uncommon for pseudoepileptic seizures to occur in people known
to have or to have had epilepsy. We are warned too of the
frailty of those old standbys in diagnosis: incontinence, injury,
and tongue biting.
There is a comprehensive chapter on fits and faints, syncopal

attacks, and hyperventilation. For some reason, despite all the
recondite detail, the value in diagnosis of sweating and pallor
is not mentioned. Subsequent chapters deal with narcolepsy and
its accompaniments, other episodic neurological disorders such
as transient global amnesia, first described in 1956, seizures in
childhood, and medicolegal aspects. Alec Roy and Michael
Trimble between them contribute three successful chapters on
some aspects of hysterical seizures. There is a strong reminder
that in doubtful cases it is probably better to admit the patient
for investigation to establish an accurate diagnosis rather than
to treat him with anticonvulsant drugs speculatively. Doing that
may cloud the picture for years and actually precipitate
hysterical fits in an epileptic. Two chapters pay tribute to the
help that electroencephalographic monitoring and videotape
recording can nowadays offer the clinician with access to a well-
equipped centre.
Most of the book is richly informative and hardly contro-

versial. The exception is a chapter on epilepsy and aggression by
Ernst Rodin. He puts the view, based on very extensive
experience, that virtually all outbursts of ictal and postictal
violence are not in fact epileptic. This is certainly worth reading,
but old and experienced doctors and nurses, steeped in the lore
of epilepsy, will continue, rightly or wrongly, to disagree.
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It would be pleasant to end by saying that this is a thoroughly
enjoyable book and a good attempt to bring Gowers, or rather
Gowers's subject, up to date. It is both, but it has two faults.
Firstly, the authors use unnecessarily long words which will
certainly drive the irritated reader to his dictionary: poriomania,
diaphoretic, obtunded, ineluctable. Much more serious is the
quality of the proof reading. Whether the responsibility belongs
to the publisher, the editors, or the authors-certainly some
chapters are free from errors-the standard is deplorable.
Trouble begins in the first sentence with Homoric (for Homeric)
and continues with read (for ready), Richern (for Richer),
unknowningly, Jeha (for Jena), Carmichal, Gray (for Grey)
Walter, the Devils of London, Putman (for Putnam), and four
errors in the list of references. All these were culled from just one
chapter. For a book costing almost £25 this is not good enough.

ALAN R NORTON

New radiological modalities
Critical Diagnostic Pathways in Radiology: an Algorithmic
Approach. Ed Ronald L Eisenberg and John R Amberg. (Pp 411;
£35.) J B Lippincott. Distributed by Harper and Row. 1982.

It has been said with some truth that because of the unparalleled
developments in radiology over the past 10 years the specialty is,
rather surprisingly, suffering from a certain malaise. This is
caused by the difficulty in keeping abreast of the new modalities
available and doubts about their logical use.
Dr Eisenberg and Dr Amberg, from Louisiana and California

respectively, have undertaken a worthy task in trying to rational-
ise these problems by means of what they call an algorithmic
approach, presumably meaning a method without numbers.
They point to the temptation to perform numerous examina-
tions before drawing a conclusion as to the likely diagnosis and
have chosen 28 clinical and radiographic problems with many
diagnostic approaches. A differential diagnosis is given for each
problem followed by a discussion of the available investigative
pathways; each contributor ends with his own view of the most
efficient route to the correct diagnosis. The subjects are well
chosen and the authors are of some eminence in their respective
specialties. In his introduction, however, Margulis points out
that these algorithms will need to be modified shortly as they do
not include nuclear magnetic and digital imaging. Furthermore,
progress has been so rapid in ultrasonography and computed
tomography that skill in one method has seldom been accom-
panied by a like talent in the other and this has led to over-
vocal advocacy of one mode.
The chapters on the solitary pulmonary nodule, pulmonary

embolism, and chest pain summarise the current state of the art.
The difficulties of ventilation scans with xenon -133 are des-
cribed but surprisingly no mention is made of krypton- 81, now
commercially available. The approach to mediastinal and neck
masses is also good. Gut problems are given a fair amount of
space, and Goldberger's rationale for gastrointestinal haemor-
rhage is good, though radionuclide blood labelling in bleeding of
the lower gut probably deserves more than a mention. A plea for
avoidance of "diagnostic overkill" is made in relation to pan-
creatic disease. The genitourinary section deals with problems
such as hypertension and pelvic masses, and I particularly
enjoyed the reasoned consideration of haematuria by the lone
British contributor, Tom Sherwood. Alan Davidson as usual
gives a very competent account of the importance of abnormal
renal size.
The chapters on back pain and arthritis, by Brown and

Forrester, are, as expected, a pleasure to read and a revelation to
non-skeletal radiologists. The section on the head and neck again
illustrates the primacy of computed tomography. In the review
of the investigation of metastatic disease I found the chapter on

"finding the primary" difficult to follow, especially as it advo-
cated costing the exercise for the patient's decision. This,
however, may be a real enough consideration in America if not
in Britain.
Undoubtedly this is a most useful book, well written and

nicely illustrated. All radiologists could read it with benefit and
thus improve their approach to many common problems.
Admittedly, however, radiologists in general have little con-
trol over the sequence of investigations and those most in
need of this book are clinicians, often relatively inexperienced,
when they approach the modern radiological supermarket.

E 0 L HOSKINS

Work-related illnesses
Current Approaches to Occupational Health 2. Ed A Ward
Gardner. (Pp 396; £21.) Wright PSG. 1982.

The first volume in the series Current Approaches to Occupational
Health was published in 1979. It aimed at looking at some
current problems in occupational health, occupational medicine,
and occupational hygiene and "to give perspective and to review
progress." The book had 22 chapters, cost £13 50, and was
"well received." Thus stimulated, Dr Ward Gardner returned
to the fray and, I imagine, cajoled, bullied, and organised
another group of experts to produce a further volume. There
are only 18 chapters this time, but the greater number of pages
in the book gives the authors a chance to expand on their
subjects. Even so, strict editorial control must have been
exercised to compress so much information into each chapter.
The range of subjects tackled is such that anyone with an
interest in occupational health will find at least two or three
chapters of direct interest to him and many others that he
should dip into to sample modern views.
The chapter on occupational lung disease complements a

general chapter on occupational lung diseases in the firstvolume
and deals specifically with five groups of conditions: asbestos-
related disorders, occupational asthma, byssinosis, extrinsic
allergic bronchioloalveolotis, and humdifier fever. Toxicology
has been discussed in some detail in both volumes by different
authors. Otherwise each chapter in volume 2 tackles a new

subject. An assessment of some health risks in the rubber
industry is followed by four chapters dealing with occupational
health problems in coal mining, agriculture, commerce, and
diving. The next four chapters deal with the specifics of ionising
and non-ionising radiation, noise, and vibration. A chapter on

the causes, diagnosis, and management of injuries at work should
stimulate a review of one's own attitudes and organisation. The
final chapters are more wide ranging and discuss epidemiological,
legal, engineering, sociological, and educational aspects of
occupational health. Each chapter is tightly constructed with
clear section headings so that it is possible to open the book
anywhere and rapidly find the particular section of a subject
that is of immediate interest. The trouble is that there is so

much of interest that it is difficult not to go on browsing in the
manner of an addict in a bookshop.
The editor and the authors have produced an excellent second

volume, which I found of more interest than the first. I think
that candidates for the examination of the Faculty of Occupa-
tional Medicine will find this book not only a necessity but an

enjoyable read after a day of possibly dreary lectures. It could
well save them taking notes or better still provide an excuse for a

day off from a course. Occupational health physicians need to

own this book, if only to see what their colleagues are thinking,
and prepare themselves for the invitation to contribute to

volumes 3 and 4, which will appear, I hope, in the next few years.

K G DICKINSON
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Legal liability
Professional Negligence. Rupert M Jackson and John L Powell.
(Pp 352; £25.) Sweet and Maxwell. 1982.

In the context of professional negligence liability has been
substantially extended by three developments. Firstly, the
professional man has been held to owe a duty of care to an
increasingly wide range of persons who are not his clients (or
patients); secondly, the traditional immunities have been swept

Despite its "irreverent" illustrations, The Complete Medical
Consultant, by A H Osmond (H K Lewis, £7) is a serious book.
Intended primarily as a guide for those considering consultancy,
it is based on a combination of common sense and experience.

(Frontispiece reproduced by permission of H K Lewis and
Co Ltd.)

There are chapters on general considerations, book-keeping,
medical protection, relations with medical colleagues, and
public speaking. The author's stated concern with the unwritten
rules of ethical behaviour is reflected in the chapters on cars,
the consultant's wife, and personal dress and grooming.

away or restricted; and, lastly, the protection afforded by the
statutes of limitation have been narrowed. Jackson and Powell
have given a most convenient and workmanlike summary of the
tangled web of case law that has grown up around this complex
subject. The approach is realistic, particularly in the preface,
where the authors, apologising for any errors that may be
discovered by the reader (and I could find none), console them-
selves by observing that "there is hardly any professional man

967

who does not from time to time do that which the courts would
castigate as negligent."
The general introductory chapter on the law relating to pro-

fessional negligence is followed by separate sections applying to
architects, engineers and quantity surveyors, surveyors,
solicitors, barristers, medical practitioners, insurance brokers,
and accountants. The medical section is down to earth and
practical, avoiding any prolonged discourse on the social and
political consequences of medical negligence by simply quoting
relevant extracts from judgments, notably those of Lord
Denning, and from relevant parliamentary papers. Whitehouse
v Jordan (1981) is adequately covered and the associated issue of
the extent to which an error of judgment constitutes negligence
is clearly stated.
The section on barristers occupies only 12 pages, but, as the

authors inform us in the preface, the almost total immunity from
suit previously enjoyed by barristers has been substantially cut
down by a recent decision of the House of Lords.
The indexing of the book is excellent and identifies instantly

not only the page, but that part of the page to which reference
needs to be made. About 600 cases are listed, together with a
table of statutes. The unusual arrangement of the chapters
allows an interesting comparison of the ways in which the
problem of professional negligence is dealt with in the various
professions.
The textbook writer's nightmare of his work getting quickly

out of date-which is just as worrying in law as it is in medicine
-has probably receded as a result of the recent departure of
Lord Denning, who was responsible for so many of the legal
developments in this important subject. The authors' claim that
the law is stated as at 30 September 1981 and that it has been
possible to make some even more recent amendments in proof
stage is clearly justified and no more so than in the chapter on
medical negligence.
The book is aimed not at the barrister or solicitor specialising

in professional negligence, but at the general legal practitioner
who from time to time conducts litigation in professional
negligence. Any doctor who wants to be better informed about
his own professional liability in negligence-or indeed about
that of practitioners of other professional disciplines-will find
this book a most convenient and reliable work of reference.

J D J HAVARD
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Some new titles

Psychiatry and psychology

The Crazy Ape: Sanity, Madness, Your Brain and You. David
MacSweeney. (Pp 244; £10-95.) Peter Owen. 1982.
The 36-Hour Day: a Family Guide to Caring for Persons with
Alzheimer's Disease, Related Dementing Illnesses, and Memory
Loss in Later Life. Nancy L Mace and Peter V Rabins. (Pp 253;
,C11-25 hardback, £5 25 paperback.) Johns Hopkins University
Press. 1982.
Introductions to Modern Psychology. "Consistency in Cognitive
Social Behaviour: an Introduction to Social Psychology." C J
Mower White. (Pp 201; C10-95 hardback, £5-95 paperback.)
Routledge and Kegan Paul. 1982.
The Place of Attachment in Human Behavior. Ed Colin Murray
Parkes and Joan Stevenson-Hinde. (Pp 331; £14.) Tavistock.
1982.
The Psychiatrist's Guide to Diseases of the Nervous System.
Richard Lechtenberg. (Pp 478; C27-25.) John Wiley and Sons.
1982.
Social Work with Psychiatric Patients. Barbara L Hudson. (Pp
218; £12-50 hardback, £4-95 paperback.) Macmillan. 1982.
Springer Series in Social Psychology. "Gender and Nonverbal
Behavior." Ed Clara Mayo and Nancy M Henley. (Pp 284; DM
52.) Springer. 1981.

Pulmonary medicine

Clinical Strategies in Adult Asthma. Charles H Scoggin and
Thomas L Petty. (Pp 149; $9-75.) Lea and Febiger. 1982.
Edema of the Lung. John S Pritchard. (Pp 445; $45 75.) Charles
C Thomas. 1982.
Respiratory Medicine and Intensive Care for the House Officer.
John J Marini. (Pp 273; ,6 25.) Williams and Wilkins. 1981.

Radiology

Computerized Tomography in Neuro-Ophthalmology. I F Moseley
and M D Sanders. (Pp 320; £27 50.) Chapman and Hall. 1982.
Frontiers in European Radiology. Vol 1. Editors-in-chief A L
Baert, E Boijsen, W A Fuchs, and F H W Heuck. (Pp 170; 187
illustrations; DM 82.) Springer. 1982.
Pathology for Radiographers. J A Bloomfield. (Pp 167; £9-25.)
Year Book Medical Publishers. 1982.

Rehabilitation medicine

Rehabilitation Medicine Library. "Rehabilitation Services and the
Social Work Role: Challenge for Change." Ed J A Browne,
Betty A Kirlin, and Susan Watt. (Pp 371; £18 50.) Williams and
Wilkins. 1981.

Rheumatology

Butterworths International Medical Reviews. "Rheumatology."
1. "The Kidney and Rheumatic Disease." Ed Paul A Bacon and
Nortin M Hadler. (Pp 396; £15; subscription price £10-50.)
Butterworths. 1982.
Soft Tissue Rheumatic Pain: Recognition, Management, Pre-
vention. Robert P Sheon, Roland W Moskowitz, and Victor M
Goldberg. (Pp 302; $24 50.) Lea and Febiger. 1982.

Surgery

Microscopic and Endoscopic Surgery with the CO2 Laser. Ed

Albert H Andrews, jun, in association with Thomas G Polanyi.
(Pp 370; £26 50.) Wright PSG. 1982.
A Practice of Cardiothoracic Surgery. M P Holden. (Pp 432;
£24 50.) Wright PSG. 1982.
Reviewing Surgical Topics. "Problems in General Surgery." Jack
Pickleman. (Pp 363; $39 50.) Plenum Press. 1982.

Vascular medicine

Advances in Microcirculation. Vol 10. "Raynaud Features,
Acrocyanosis, Cryoimmunoproteins." Ed E Davis. (Pp 114;
$58-75.) Karger. 1982.
Vascular Diseases: a Concise Guide to Diagnosis, Management,
Pathogenesis, and Prevention. Ed Sandor A Friedman. (Pp 576;
£31.) Wright PSG. 1982.

Symposia and conference proceedings

International Conference on Mercury Hazards in Dental Practice.
[Glasgow, Scotland, 2-4 September 1981.] (Pp 470; £12, from
University Department of Clinical Physics and Bio-Engineering,
11 West Graham Street, Glasgow G4.) University of Glasgow.
1982.
Liver and Kidney: Physiopathological and Clinical Relationships.
[International Symposium, Parma, May 1980.] Ed Franco
Fiaccadori. (Pp 172; £13-35.) Piccin Medical Books. 1982.
The Medical Clinics of North America. Vol 66. No 3. "Sympo-
sium on Intestinal Infections." Ed William J Sodeman, jun. (Pp
765; price not stated.) W B Saunders. 1982.
Medical Virology. [International symposium, held in Anaheim,
California, 8-10 October 1981.] Ed Luis M de la Maza and
Ellena M Peterson. (Pp 407; $60.) Elsevier Biomedical. 1982.
Monographs in Paediatrics. Vol 15. "ICP in Infancy and Child-
hood." [Ninth meeting of the International Society for Paediatric
Neurosurgery, Budapest, July 1981.] Ed Ervin Paraicz. (Pp 148;
DM 117.) Karger. 1982.
The Mountains and Valleys are Mine: a Symposium on Rural
Mental Health. Vol 1. Ed T M Cassidy, M S Gordon, and A
Heller. (Pp 289; $40.) Ben-Tru Press. 1982.
Myocardial Infarction at Young Age. [International symposium,
Bad Krozingen, 30-31 January 1981.] Ed H Roskamm. (Pp 228;
DM 42.) Springer. 1981.
New Diagnostic Techniques: the Fifty-fifth Hahnemann Sympo-
sium. Ed Howard A Miller, Steven K Teplick, and Lawrence R
Goodman. (Pp 259; £24 80.) Academic Press. 1982.
Phenoxybenzamine in Disorders of Micturition. [Cavendish
Conference Centre, London, November 1981.] Ed W Keith
Yeates. (Pp 103; available free of charge to registered medical
practitioners from Smith, Kline and French Laboratories Ltd,
Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 lEY.) SK&F. 1982.
Physics in Physiotherapy. [Joint meeting of the Hospital Physi-
cists' Association and Chartered Society of Physiotherapy,
Birmingham, 2 May 1980.] (Pp 42; £4-50+30p postage and
packing, from the Hospital Physicists' Association, 47 Belgrave
Square, London SWlX 8QX.) Hospital Physicists' Association.
1982.
Placenta: the Largest Human Biopsy. [Based on papers from
meetings at Harvard Medical School and the National Institutes
of Health, November 1980; the Istituto Superiore di Sanita,
Rome, and SCIP Research Unit, Bedford College, University of
London, November 1981.] Ed Rebecca Beaconsfield and George
Birdwood. (Pp 160; £20.) Pergamon Press. 1982.
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