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RCN ballot result

Pay offer turned down

The Royal College of Nursing an-
nounced the results of its second
ballot on the Government's 7-5% pay
offer to nurses on 27 August. Over
90 000 nurses voted-about half of the
RCN's membership-a 50% higher
vote than in the ballot conducted in
June on the previous offer of 6-4%.
Nurses in the NHS and in the private
sector were balloted; 60 453 voted
against acceptance of the offer and
30 827 for the offer.

Disappointing meeting with
Mr Fowler

A delegation from the RCN, led by
the general secretary, Mr Trevor Clay,
told the Secretary of State for Social
Services on 3 September that a solu-
tion to the current dispute in the NHS
would not be found until all the parties
agreed to resume talks. The RCN
urged that talks should be resumed
under the chairmanship of an inde-
pendent mediator, agreeable to all
parties. Mr Norman Fowler was told

that new talks should aim to resolve
the fundamental cause of the present
dispute-the funding of the 1982
NHS settlement-and that talks
should aim to reconcile such difficul-
ties as the discrepancy between the
amount that the staff side organisa-
tions claimed to be necessary to fund
NHS settlements and the amount that
the Government said was to be made
available, and the sourceof the funding.
The RCN representatives said that

they were disappointed at the outcome
of the meeting; the Secretary of State
had made no positive response to the
college's suggestions. The RCN
Council was due to meet on 9 Septem-
ber, when a full report of the meeting
would be given and further action
discussed.
On the previous day the Minister

of State for Health, Mr Kenneth
Clarke, had announced a study into
the pay, qualifications, and responsi-
bilities of a range of professions to
find a fair way of fixing the level of
nurses' future pay. The study would
try to establish how much nurses' pay
should be increased next year to
establish a fair base line for future
annual rises.

Increases in category "C" fees

Increases in category "C" fees have been
agreed with the Life Offices Association and
the ambulance associations. Increases in
fees for medical examinations and reports for
life assurance purposes take effect from Octo-
ber 1982. The fee for a medical rises from
£16-50 to , 18, and that for a report without
examination or opinion is increased to £9.
Fees for lectures and examinations in first-aid
organised by the ambulance associations are

increased from £16 to £16 90. The effective
date in England and Wales is 1 January 1983.

Full details in the form of a replacement page
for the Fees Guide of the Members' Handbook
are available from the Secretary, BMA
House, or from regional offices. Members
should quote their current membership
number and the reference "Fees 101." A
stamped-addressed envelope would be appre-
ciated.

Mental health review tribunals
The Mental Health (Amendment) Bill, which
comes into force on 30 September 1983,
includes a provision that detained mental
patients whose detention in hospital has not
been reviewed by a mental health review
tribunal (MHRT) for three years should be
automatically referred to a tribunal. This
would ensure an independent review of the
cases of patients who do not take the initiative
to apply.

In order to phase in this provision and to
avoid the backlog of hearings the Secretary
of State for Social Services and the Home
Secretary propose to use their respective
discretionary powers to refer to tribunals the
cases of patients in NHS psychiatric hospitals
who have been detained for three years or
more without a hearing, beginning with those
who have had the longest wait. Advice to

health authorities is set out in an August
DHSS circular, HN(82)25.

In the case of unrestricted patients-those
who have no restrictions on their discharge-
district health authorities should prepare a list
of patients who on 30 December 1982 will
not have had a hearing for three years or
longer and submit it to the appropriate
regional health authority. DHAs and RHAs
are required to carry out the same procedure
by 30 March 1983 in respect of unrestricted
detained mental patients who on 30 September
1983 will not have had their detention reviewed
by a MHRT for three years.

Detained patients who are subject-to special
restrictions on their discharge will be referred
by the Home Secretary and no action is
required by DHAs.

Working group to review
audit of NHS

Mr Patrick Salmon, at present the chairman of
the South-west Surrey Health Authority, has
been invited to chair a new working group to
review the audit of the NHS. The Permanent
Secretary at the DHSS, Sir Kenneth Stowe,
promised that a review would begin this year
when he gave evidence to the Public Accounts
Committee in March.
The terms of reference are: "To examine

the arrangements for auditing health authori-
ties and to make recommendations on (a) the
resources required to provide an adequate level
of external and internal audit, having regard
to manpower constraints both in the Civil
Service and the Health Service; (b) improving
collaboration between external and internal
audit; (c) the balance to be struck between
financial regularity and efficiency (value for
money) audit."

Health authorities and other interested
parties have been invited to submit written
evidence and the review is expected to be
completed by 31 January 1983.

Study on breaches of terms
of service

A study has been set up by the DHSS of
recent trends in the levels of cash deductions
from fees due to family doctors, dentists,
pharmacists, and opticians in cases where they
have been found to be in breach of their terms
of service. The study, which is due to be
completed this month, will cover the past
three years and will look at recommended
levels of deductions in relation to the serious-
ness of the breach, the incidence of previous
breaches, the relevance to a practitioner's
earnings, and changes to the value of money.
The Parliamentary Under Secretary of

State (Health), Mr Geoffrey Finsberg, said
that the number of family practitioners'
services complaints investigated under the
service committee procedures was low. Never-
theless, where breaches of terms of service
were established it was important that with-
holdings should not simply be token ones.

In a letter to the Chief Medical Officer the
BMA has expressed the displeasure of the
chairman of the General Medical Services
Committee that he had received no advance
notice of the study and has pointed out that
there was no evidence that the present system
was not working effectively.

GPs' remuneration

The majority of the revised rates of fees and
allowances payable to general practitioners
with effect from 1 April 1982 were set out in
the DHSS Health Notice HN(FP) (82)13. An
August Health Notice HN(FP) (82)21 sets out
the revised rates of payment in respect of
dispensing, the Doctors' Retainer Scheme, the
trainee practitioner scheme (except the training
grant), additional payments during sickness
and confinement, prolonged study leave, and
related ancillary staff.
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