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on reproduction, I feel the author must have better examples of
respiratory distress syndrome with an air bronchogram than the
one presented. There are, however, quite a number of typo-
graphical errors, inconsistencies, and misplacements. For
example, in the index "continuous positive airway pressure" is
out of alphabetical order, as is pH, though in one sense its
position is logical. The pages giving biochemical values are
headed "Assessment of gestational age" and on this page some
units of measurement appear after the item, some after the value,
and two after both. I looked in vain for bilirubin, glucose, and
cerebrospinal fluid values-strange omissions from a neonatal
list, even though they appear in the text. Abbreviations CDP
and DPG do not appear in the helpful list preceding chapter one.
Again, however, these criticisms are minor and detract nothing
from the value of the book.

I can see this manual replacing the more general paediatric
pocketbooks carried currently by house staff on neonatal wards,
and it could also serve as a useful addition to any paediatric ward
library. At just under £10, buyers are getting their money's
worth and, as we Scots put it, they are getting "guid gear in sma'
bulk."

COLIN H M WALKER

Sound exposition of endocrinology
Physiological Principles in Medicine Series. "Clinical Endo-
crinology." Peter Daggett. (Pp 180; £495.) "Endocrine
Physiology." RichardN Hardy. (Pp 174; £4 95.) Edward Arnold.
1981.

A new pair of books, one preclinical and one clinical, covers
each of the major physiological systems, emphasising principles
rather than details-an important feature in a specialty where
knowledge advances so rapidly. This reduces the burden on the
student's memory and also means that the information remains
valid for as long as possible.

Endocrine Physiology is well illustrated with clear line diagrams
and presents a sound overall view of endocrine physiology.
There are certain errors-for example, "Thyrotrophin has a
mol wt of about 20000"; this should read "about 28000"; "The
,-MSH has been purified from the adult human pituitary and
subsequent radioimmunoassay has demonstrated it in the
blood." If the author had studied a well-known text in clinical
endocrinology he would have been aware that, "In 1974 it was
shown that the peptide obtained from the pituitaries and blood
of humans and thought to be MSH, was a laboratory artefact
derived by breakdown of a larger molecule, lipotrophin, during
extraction." These criticisms, however, should not detract from
the generally good quality of the material presented and the
errors should be easily corrected in the next edition. The author
is to be complimented on this clear and concise presentation in
a difficult subject. Consultation with a senior clinical endo-
crinologist would undoubtedly improve some of the clinical
comments.
The wisdom of consultation with experienced clinicians such

as Dr J D N Nabarro, Dr S McHardy-Young, and Dr C Brook
is apparent in Clinical Endocrinology. The contents of the book
are generally sound and concise and should be adequate for the
undergraduate clinical student. The x-ray reproduction is of
poor quality and adds little that line diagrams could have shown.
Again, some problems of detail can be highlighted. 123I should
have been mentioned as the agent of choice for thyroid scanning
instead of technetium-99m and there is no reference to the use
of fine-needle biopsy. Apart from these and other problems of
detail, I found the material well and clearly presented.
The principle of these volumes is interesting and helps to

keep the cost modest. I recommend them for medical under-
graduates as a generally sound readable exposition of endo-
crinology.

REGINALD HALL

In brief
"Child Health and Development" is a new series edited by
Michelle Manciaux devoted to "broad topics of preventive and
social paediatrics." The first volume, Handicaps in Childhood
(Karger, $49-75), covers several general topics that certainly
will provide something new for almost any reader. One-third
of the 16 chapters are in French, however, so one needs to be
bilingual to obtain full value from an expensive volume; might it
not have been worthwhile translating the relevant chapters and
having both a French and an English edition?

Rather than dealing with selective types of handicaps the
book is more general, with sections devoted to the personal and
social consequences of the analytic, chronic, conceptual, and
clinical approaches; services for handicapped children; and a
selective bibliography. Many of the chapters are well written
and the series editor obviously worked hard for consistency
of style. Here and there, however, the book is flawed because
an author has not dealt with the subject of the chapter heading.
Thus Leo Stern on "Perinatal intensive care: its relationship to
future handicapping conditions in children" was given a subject
of prime importance in the light of contemporary arguments, but
deals only with the issue of the relation of perinatal intensive
care to mortality, with little analysis of the relation of mortality
to morbidity or reference to the many published works on the
subject. Such lapses are few, however, and the book will
undoubtedly be an extremely useful introduction to those new
to the subject of handicaps in children. Part of the value of the
book is that the authors are multinational and not only is there
an excellent introduction by Michelle Manciaux on definitions
of handicaps and chronic disease in children but also a chapter
on handicapped children in developing countries by M Bertan
from Ankara.
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Correction

Operating on blood vessels

The review of Comprehensive Manuals of Surgical Specialties. "Manual of
Vascular Surgery" by Professor N L Browse (7 November, p 1257)
mentioned the price of the book as £80. In the UK the book in fact costs
about £60.
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