
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 282 16 MAy 1981 1633

most of his career he practised from a solid
Georgian house with lofty rooms; a walled
garden reduced traffic noise, and an atmos-
phere of peace pervaded his home. Somewhat
old-fashioned, he always resisted "improve-
ments" and did not believe in mollycoddling.
In due course he became secretary and later
president of the Cambridge Medical Society
and of the BMA Branch and Division.

In early life Dr Pritchard sang in several
choirs in the university, and music claimed
much of his attention-notably the D'Oyly
Carte operas. Fortunately, his wife was an
expert violinist who for several years led for
the Cambridge University Musical Society,
and she has always engaged in quartets and
chamber music in the university, Stephen
also being drawn into these activities. He had
a host of friends in all walks of life, and
colleagues valued his friendship. I, for one,
enjoyed a lifelong friendship with him and in
the last few weeks of his life spent many
happy moments at his bedside reminiscing,
and going over many old music hall songs and
ballads, which he recalled in great detail-for
he had a good memory, with a fund of wit and
humour.

In the last five years Stephen Pritchard
appeared frail enough for the proverbial puff
of wind to blow him away; his asthma was
never far away and his wife must have been
under severe strain for years. He remained
alert and full of fun, but had a fall in his
garden that fractured his femur. This was
successfully pegged, but his general condition
deteriorated. He is survived by his wife and
one son.-CHW.

I SACKS
MB, CHB, DOMS

Dr I Sacks, who was an ophthalmologist in
London, died on 4 March at the age of 60.

Ian Sacks, the youngest of a family of four,
was born on 20 May 1920 and educated at
the South African College before studying
medicine at Cape Town University, where he
became attached to the South African Army
Medical Service. On qualifying in 1944 he
served with the South African Medical Corps
for the rest of the second world war. From
1946 to 1951 Ian Sacks decided to specialise in
ophthalmology and went to the Radcliffe
Hospital, Oxford, and Moorfields Eye Hospital
in London. Until 1963 he practised ophthal-
mology at Mimosa House in Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, worked in the Mpilo Hospital for
Africans, and took an appointment as ophthal-
mic surgeon for the General Hospital. He was
the first ophthalmologist to start up a mobile
unit using the St John Ambulance Brigade
to visit the African villages, operating in the
bush on cataracts and performing other intra-
ocular surgery, at which he became adept in
adverse conditions.

In 1963 Dr Sacks returned to London and
for the rest of his life worked in private practice
in Harley Street, with clinics dispersed in
various medical eye centres, at the Battersea
Hospital until its closure, and then in the con-
tact lens department at Moorfields Eye Hospi-
tal.

Ian Sacks represented his university at
cricket and was always interested in athletics,
at which he also represented the university. He

played tennis until a year before his death. A
man withan active inquisitive mind,he travelled
extensively to many countries, including Japan,
Mexico, Singapore, Bali, and the Galapagos
Islands in pursuit of his interest in ophthal-
mology. Of truly catholic taste, his interests
covered music, ballet, the theatre, and sport.
Ian was always ready to share a joke with a
friend or colleague but also showed great
understanding and sympathy with his patients.
He died after a painful illness, suffered with
great courage, and will be sorely missed by
friends and colleagues in Britain and South
Africa and by his family. He has one sister in
South Africa, his oldest brother is an ortho-
paedic surgeon at the Veteran's Hospital, Long
Island, and another brother lives in Surrey.
His marriage ended in divorce in 1966, and he
is survived by two daughters, Janet and Angela.
-DJD.

A G SILVER
MRCS, LRCP, DPM

Dr A G Silver, who had been in general
practice at Clapton, East London, since 1926,
died suddenly at his home on 16 April. He was
79.
Aaron Gideon Silver was born in London

in 1901 and educated at the Whitechapel
Foundation School, where he won a closed
scholarship to the Middlesex Hospital. After
qualifying he spent some years in general prac-
tice in various parts of London until he married
in 1926 and settled at Clapton, where he set up
in partnership with his younger brother, Julius,
and practised until Julius died in 1962. Apart
from the war years, Gideon Silver remained
there for 55 years.
During the war Gideon Silver worked as an

industrial medical officer in the Royal Ord-
nance factories, mainly at Thorpe Arch, near
Leeds. There he was able to carry out some
important research work which helped to solve
the problem of the skin sensitivity of munitions
operatives to the fulminate of mercury that
was used in detonators. This prevented the
factories from being denuded of operatives
and enabled the manufacture of munitions to
continue. The value of this work was recog-
nised in subsequent official reports.
At the end of the war Dr Silver returned to

general practice and took the diploma in
psychological medicine in 1948, after which he
obtained part-time appointments as medical
assistant in psychiatry at the Metropolitan and
Prince of Wales Hospitals; he continued in his
post at the Prince of Wales until he was 70.
His enthusiasm for all aspects of medicine was
boundless. A regular attender at postgraduate
clinical meetings, he kept himself abreast of
scientific medicine by reading the journals as
well as textbooks of biochemistry and immuno-
logy, which he particularly enjoyed. His patients
loved him and he earned this love by virtue of
the energy he expended on their welfare until
the day of his death.
Gideon Silver's other passion was politics.

In his younger days he had contemplated a
political career and, even though he soon
abandoned these aspirations, he remained a
political animal throughout his life, liking
nothing better than to draw one into political
arguments. His views were unashamedly parti-
san, but he never failed to provide facts with

which to back them up-gleaned by close scru-
tiny of current affairs. A warm and humorous
person, he will be sorely missed by family and
friends. He is survived by his wife and two sons,
one of whom is a consultant physician.-IW.

Group Captain M W SLEIGHT
OBE, MA, MB, MCH, FRCS, DOBSTRCOG, RAF

JEAW writes: It is difficult to convey the
feelings of shock and deprivation on first
hearing of Malcolm Sleight's sudden death
(obituary, 18 April, p 1328). He radiated
such vitality and exuberance that the sudden
cessation of this dynamism seemed almost
unbelievable; one marvelled at the physical
and mental resilience of a person who so
efficiently encompassed the many different
aspects of personal and professional life.

In urology, which became his principal
interest in the last 10 years, Malcolm soon
achieved a valued clinical competence with
accreditation as a full consultant urologist and
his subsequent development of the first
department of urology in the Royal Air Force.
He maintained close ties with Barts, his
teaching hospital, becoming first of all clinical
assistant to the department of urology, and
then, because of his valuable contributions
within the specialty, an honorary consultant
in urology. In a relatively short time he
became a well respected member of the
British Association of Urological Surgeons
and did valuable research into the surgical
anatomy of the kidney and the role of anti-
coagulation in prostatic surgery.

Typically, when asked to become Cade
professor of surgery to the RAF, Malcolm
did so with enthusiasm, somehow managing
to fit in the extra commitment. His brief was
to organise a training programme for young
RAF surgeons, a post for which he was
well qualified, both from his experience of
general surgery, recognised by his Cambridge
mastership, and his extensive knowledge of
surgical oncology.

It was Malcolm's personality, however, that
made him outstanding. A colleague said, "I
never heard him say an unpleasant thing about
anything or anybody," and he was indeed
kind to everyone, invariably cheerful and
optimistic, giving a tremendous boost to all
around him when things became difficult.
Always helpful, he would immediately focus
his attention on a problem and come forward
with rapid and practical help given with
pleasure and enthusiasm. As a family man and
as a personal friend Malcolm exhibited all the
Christian virtues which he strongly believed
in and which he practised in his church. Can
there be a better epitaph for this singular man
than that his family adored him, professional
colleagues admired and respected him, and
his friends loved him.

Correction

In the obituary for Dr Michael Gibbs on 2
May, p 1481, we regret that his appointment
at Burton-on-Trent was given as medical
officer of health; in fact, he was an assistant
medical officer of health.
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