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SHORT REPORTS

Randomised trial of bandaging after
sclerotherapy for varicose veins
In 1963 Fegan' described the principles of successful compression
sclerotherapy, which entailed maintaining firm, uninterrupted com-
pression for six weeks, thereby preventing the formation and spread of
thrombosis. Since many patients find bandaging for this long un-
comfortable some surgeons have modified Fegan's original principles,
but there have been no controlled studies to evaluate the importance
of the period of compression. We therefore conducted a randomised
prospective trial to compare the results of compression bandaging for
three and six weeks after sclerotherapy.

Patients, methods, and results

One hundred and forty-eight patients (169 legs) entered the trial, present-
ing between January 1976 and January 1979 with idiopathic varicose veins
suitable for sclerotherapy. At the time of injection they were randomly
allocated to be bandaged for three or six weeks; patients allocated to the six-
week group had their legs rebandaged after the first three weeks. To help in
assessing the results photographs were taken of all legs in two positions
before injection with normal and infrared-sensitive film. The two groups were
well matched for clinical characteristics, type of varicosities, and number and
site of injections. Patients were subsequently 8ssessed blind at three months
and thereafter at yearly intervals. A standardised questionnaire was used to
score their comments regarding pain, mobility, cosmetic appearance, and
general satisfaction with the procedure. The doctor scored his findings re-
garding phlebitis, pigmentation, induration, and the disappearance of vari-
cosities.
The table shows the mean scores for the two groups at each assessment up

to two years. The scores for patients' symptoms and doctors' findings on
examination were similar. Although in every case bandaging for three weeks
appeared to produce more favourable results than bandaging for six weeks,
the differences were not significant. During the study 11 patients in the six-
week group (14 %) and five (7 %) in the three-week group needed further
treatment for recurrence after sclerotherapy.

Mean scores for patients' assessments of their symptoms and doctors' assessments
of theirfindings on examination up to twoyears after bandaging. (Three represents
the best possible score, and 11 the worst)

Time after bandaging
Duration

of 3 weeks 3 months 1 year 2 years
bandaging (n = 160) (n = 153) (n = 78) (n = 20)

Patients' assessment
3 weeks 5-3 5 9 5-8 6-1
6 weeks 5-6 6-2 5-8 6-9

Doctors' assessment
3 weeks 5-4 4-9 5-1 5-5
6 weeks 5-7 5 0 5-9 6-9

All differences between pairs were not significant (p>0 1), using Kolmogorov-
Smirnov two-sample test.

Comment

Sclerotherapy has recently become a widely accepted technique,
though debate continues about the exact indications.2 Fegan1 commnen-
ted on the potential dangers of sclerotherapy without compression:
damage to adjacent normal veins, pulmonary embolism, and recur-
rence of varicosities may all occur. His suggestion that compression
should be maintained for six weeks was based on histological studies
of injected and thrombophlebitic veins.' Some later reports2 3 recom-
mended a similar period, while others suggested bandaging for three or
four4 weeks after injection. No studies, however, compared the results
of compression bandaging for different periods.
The results of treatment for varicose veins are difficult to measure.5

Previous studies have used different methods, making comparisons
difficult. The technique of injection and bandaging and the evaluation
of results may vary widely. In our study the sclerotherapy was per-
formed by only one doctor, and "blind" assessment included both
patient satisfaction and objective improvement as evaluated by com-
paring the results with pretreatment photographs. This study failed
to show any significant difference up to two years between the results

achieved after three and six weeks' bandaging, and so far there is no
evidence to suggest that patients in the three-week group will progress
less favourably than those in the six-week group. Reassessment of our
patients, however, will be continued for up to five years at least.
The extra three weeks in bandages represent unnecessary discomfort
and considerable inconvenience for the patient and additional expense
for the Health Service.

Requests for reprints should be addressed to Mr A J G Batch, St James's
Hospital, London SW12 8HW.
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Renal function in patients with
essential hypertension receiving
nadolol
Non-selective beta-blockers such as propranolol and oxprenolol have
an adverse effect on renal function especially in patients with impaired
renal function.' 2 This effect is probably mediated by a decrease in
renal blood flow.' In one study3 nadolol, a non-selective beta-blocker,
caused a dose-related increase in renal blood flow in five hypertensive
patients receiving a low-salt diet and might therefore perhaps be
expected to improve renal function when used clinically. We therefore
assessed renal function in 15 patients with mild essential hypertension
before and 10 weeks after they started taking nadolol at an effective
antihypertensive dose.

Methods and results

Fifteen men (age range 48-68 (mean 57) years) with mild essential hyper-
tension (WHO I, normal intravenous pyelogram) whose treatment included
a beta-blocker stopped taking the beta-blocker but continued any other
antihypertensive treatment-namely, a diuretic in 11 cases (cyclopenthiazide
in six, tienilic acid in five, prazosin in two, and none in two).

Four to five months after stopping the beta-blocker, but while continuing
with the other' antihypertensive agents and without dietary restrictions, the
patients attended as outpatients for the following tests of renal function:
serum creatinine and urea concentrations, creatinine clearance, 5tCr-EDTA
clearance for estimation of glomerular filtration- rate, and 251I-iodohippurate
clearance for estimation of effective renal plasma flow as described in a
study with atenolol. On test mornings patients fasted but took their tablets
at the usual time, which varied from 06.00 to 08.00 between patients but
was constant for individual patients. On a separate occasion, when the
patients had not fasted but had taken their tablets at the usual time, blood
pressure and pulse rate were measured four times with the patients lying
and standing by trained technicians using an electronic version of the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine blind manometer and
phase IV of the Korotkoff sounds. Nadolol was then started at a dose of
20 mg/day; the patients continue;I to take the other antihyper-tensive agent,
the dosage remaining unchanged. The dose of nadolol was gradually
increased until mean standing blood pressure was below 140/90 mm Hg or
standing pulse rate below 55 beats/min. Ten weeks after nadolol was started
the tests of renal function and blood-pressure measurements were repeated.
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