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times he-was supported by his family, ofwhom
he was proud. Gerald Doyle is survived by his
wife Margaret, two sons, one of whom is a
general practitioner, two daughters, and three
grandchildren.-NKS.

W J E JESSOP
MSC, MD, FRCP, FRCPI, FFCMI

Professor W J E Jessop, formerly professor of
social medicine at the University of Dublin
and dean of the School of Physic, died in
Dublin on 11 June at the age of 77.
William John Edward Jessop, one of three

brothers, was born on 30 July 1902 near
Mullingar, West Meath, distinguished himself
as a schoolboy at Mountjoy School, Dublin,
and as a student at Trinity College, Dublin,
where he qualified MB, BCh, BAO, in 1928
with distinctions in all subjects. A year later,
at the age of 27, he was appointed to the
professorship of physiology and biochemistry
at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
During the 23 years that he held the chair he
became widely known in physiological circles
in Britain and served for a while as chairman
ofthe Physiological Society.

In the 1940s the Irish Medical Research
Council (of which he subsequently became
honorary secretary) commissioned Jerry Jessop
to undertake a national nutritional survey; this
line of research awakened an interest in social
medicine and led to his being invited to start a
new department in that subject in his old
medical school at the University of Dublin in
1952. A few years later he was elected first
chairman of the Society for Social Medicine
and drew on his experiences in the Physio-
logical Society to draft the society's con-
stitution. He became dean of the Faculty of
Physic and the School of Dental Sciences in
1959, and held both posts until his first retire-
ment in 1972; during most of those 13 years
Jessop represented his university on the Irish
senate and so was able to play an influential
part in both guiding medical education and
developing the health services.
No one who knew Jerry Jessop was sur-

prised that retirement at 70 was not for him,
or that he would start all over again. Through-
out his career he had been consultant clinical
biochemist to the Meath Health District, so he
went out to the new medical school at Ife in
Nigeria as visiting professor of chemical
pathology, and, soon after his arrival there, was
elected vice-dean of the Faculty of Health
Sciences. He continued with both jobs until
poor health forced him to withdraw from
public life. Measures of his great success in
Nigeria were the award in 1978 by the
University of Ife of an honorary DSc, to-
gether with the students' cheers when he
received the degree; of his many honours, this
perhaps meant most to him.

Jessop was a warm, sociable, and hospitable
man whose sparkle, kindly wisdom, and sense
of humour made friends for him anywhere.
His shrewd judgment of objets d'art, ranging
from old silver through oriental rugs to modem
painting, was greatly respected. Among other
leisure activities he enjoyed tennis and growing
flowers, and he emulated his beautiful garden
at Rathfarnham by creating a new more vivid
one in the Nigerian rain forest. He was so
modest that few knew of the breadth of his
achievements and he wondered, for instance,
whether he was unique in having served on the
General Medical, the General Dental, and the

General Veterinary Councils. He was president
of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
and was elected to fellowship of Trinity
College, Dublin, but he took more pride in
personal matters and sharing the achievements
of his children.

Jerry Jessop is survived by his wife Betty,
their son and three daughters, and four
grandchildren.

H H SLACK
MBB, CHB

Dr H H Slack, who was in general practice at
Coseley, West Midlands, died on 2 May 1980.
He was 58.

Harold Harry Slack, who was born -at
Chester on 26 August 1921, was educated at
the King's School, Chester, and the University
of Liverpool. He met his wife Helen while
they were medical students and both qualified
in 1945, after which Harold extended the
clinical experience that he had gained in
wartime Liverpool to become senior casualty
officer at the Royal Infirmary there. He then
served in the Royal Air Force and attained the
rank of flight-lieutenant; his enjoyment of
these two years' service was reflected in lifelong
membership of the RAF Association. On
retuming to civilian life Harold acquired some
obstetric experience at Crumpsall Hospital,
Manchester, before entering general practice,
firstly as an assistant in Stockport, and from
1950 onwards as a principal at Coseley.

Harold's exceptional personality made him
a popular family doctor; his common sense and
frankness, combined with humanity and
integrity, earned him the loyalty and respect
of patients and colleagues. Those qualities
made him a valuable committee member and
for many years he sat on the Staffordshire and
later Dudley executive committees, and more
recently on the Dudley family practitioner and
local medical committees. Harold Slack's
practical nature and encyclopaedic knowledge
of machinery, from the humblest domestic
appliance to the most complicated industrial
engine, helped to base his relations with his
patients on a firm foundation. His natural
ability to communicate easily with his patients
-many of whom became close friends-
epitomised his belief in the virtues of traditional
family medicine. Harold's endearing blend of
attributes will be greatly missed.
During his last illness, Harold continued to

practise with courage and fortitude, and his
strength of character was never more evident.
He is survived by his wife Helen, who con-
tinues in the practice, and his two daughters
-Mary, a university lecturer in microbiology,
and Angela, a schoolteacher.-MJBA.

GEORGE SKINNER
MRCS, MRCP, DTM&H

Dr George Skinner, who was a senior medical
specialist in the Colonial Medical Service for
many years, died on 3 July at the age of 67.

George Skinner was born on 10 August 1912
and came from a large family in the East End of
London. Of necessity his schooling was
curtailed and he financed his way through
medical studies by working as a porter at night.
He qualified MRCS, LRCP in 1941 and served
as a captain in the RAMC throughout the war,
mainly in India and Burma. After the war,

under the guidance of the late Lord Rosen-
heim, who became his mentor, he completed
his postgraduate studies at University College
Hospital, London, and took the MRCP.

George Skinner had always intended to take
on missionary work, but for various family
reasons he entered the Colonial Medical
Service and spent 13 years as a senior medical
specialist, firstly in Tanganyika and later in
Nigeria. After independence he returned to the
United Kingdom and for a short time was in
private practice at Bognor Regis before be-
coming a civilian practitioner with the British
Army in West Germany, a post that he held
until he retired two years ago.
Always motivated by a deep religious con-

viction, no one's problems were too trivial for
him and his sympathetic understanding was
much appreciated by all his patients. He bore
his final illness with characteristic stoicism and
was greatly sustained by his beliefs. He is
survived by his wife Doris, a son, and two
daughters, one ofwhom is a doctor.-AEHE.

Sir DERRICK DUNLOP
Kt, MD, FRCPED, FRCP

FMR writes: I should like to add a brief note
to the obituary of Sir Derrick Dunlop (5 July,
p 66) about a little-known facet to his many-
sided character-the Army officer he might
have been. When I was a lieutenant-on-pro-
bation, as we were then called, he dined with
me in the officers' mess at Millbank. "This is
the life," he proclaimed. He was then a morn-
ing-suited, top-hatted young GP in a high
society practice in London, and hating it. As is
well known, he stepped off that ladder to
certain financial success and returned to
Edinburgh to climb to the top of a very
different ladder, or series of ladders. But he
was not finished with the Army, for he became
a keen Territorial soldier. In 1939 the uni-
versity authorities wanted to "rescue" him
from active service, but it was a ferret that
undermined his determination to soldier on
with the field ambulance which he then
commanded. A bite from a ferret on his estate
at Bavelaw Castle resulted in septicaemia, and
his unit went overseas without him. During
the last months of his life he loved to reminisce
about his wonderfully happy and fortunate
life, with a family and work that he loved. He
recalled only two major setbacks, and each of
them worked out to his ultimate good. The
first was his failure to get first-class honours at
Brasenose College, Oxford: instead of becom-
ing a don, as he had hoped, he became a
doctor. The second, that ferret, saved him
from being killed or captured in Singapore, to
the great benefit of Edinburgh medicine. Two
events brought him great pleasure during his
last months: firstly, the award by the Royal
Society of Medicine of its triennial gold medal;
and, secondly, Winthrop Laboratories' institu-
tion of a travelling scholarship in his name
which, in its way, will carry on the teaching at
which he excelled.

Correction

DrJames Cook

We regret that there was an error in the obituary
of Dr Cook (21 June, p 1546). The second line from
the bottom of the page should read: "pharmacy in
the Westem Infirmary, Glasgow, where ...."
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