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depend mainly on payments from the National Health Service
for their income. This type operates in some universities, in
the Oxford and Cambridge colleges, and in some polytechnics;
the services provided vary considerably in quality and scope.

Finally, the university may simply arrange for an advisory
service without any National Health Service list. The physi-
cians are university employees and may cover similar ground
to the fully comprehensive service; but the absence of primary
care is a serious defect and makes such schemes expensive for
the university since little money accrues from outside sources.
The Royal College of Physicians of London' has recently

argued strongly in favour of comprehensive health services in
all institutions of higher education. The report recommends
one physician for 1500 students, owing to the many commit-
ments beyond primary care. Students need to be given com-
plete freedom of choice whether or not to register with the
university health service, but in practice over 9000 do register.
All consultations must be in strict medical confidence with no
information passed to university authorities without the
permission of the patient. Any research must cause no harm to
the individual and must be of potential benefit to the individual
and the community. Every consultation should have a teaching
element in it so that the patient learns how to handle problems
without resorting to medical help.
A properly organised university health service will give

students prompt help with all their serious physical, psychia-
tric, personality, and sexual problems. As yet, however, there
is no evidence that the university's primary activities-teaching
and research-function more efficiently as a result, nor is
there any evidence that students at universities with compre-
hensive health services have lower failure rates than at univer-
sities with less elaborate services. Individual cases can be cited,
however, of students who would have failed, or had to repeat a
year, without help; and some students with severe physical
handicaps or serious medical, surgical, and psychological
abnormalities survive in the university only with help from
the health centre. Calculations suggest that the university
health service needs to save only 20 students from repeating a
year or failing completely to justify its costs.

Royal College of Physicians of London. Report of College Committee on
Health Services in Higher Education. London: Royal College of Physi-
cians, 1979.

Following up patients with
rheumatoid arthritis
The clinician's impression is that the true prevalence of
rheumatoid arthritis is rather less than the epidemiologists'
estimate of 1-2%. Nevertheless, every district general hospital
has to face a substantial problem in caring for a sizable number
of patients with a chronic disease. Moreover, rheumatoid
arthritis differs from the other major chronic diseases in
several important ways. Firstly, there is no agreed monitoring
test like measuring blood pressure or blood sugar; secondly,
the disease rampages through the locomotor system, presenting
at any one time a mixture of early and late (or intermediate)
lesions, as well as extra-articular problems of remarkable
variety; thirdly, doctors do not agree about schemes or even
philosophies of treatment. Clinical assessment may therefore
take a long time, either at first consultation or later; and
physicians seeing such patients must often regret how little

time they give to people with highly complex problems who
may have struggled miles to the outpatient clinic.
One solution is for the hospital to refer patients back to the

general practitioner with a contingency plan. Most physicians
believe that this is inadequate-nor is it popular with the
general practitioners, because their experience of the disease
is usually small. Alternatively, assessment could no doubt be
streamlined further; while another approach to the problem
demands simply more rheumatologists.
A study by Mowat et all has posed a different solution. They

compared three follow-up regimens after a spell of inpatient
treatment: hospital outpatient visits, referral to the general
practitioner, and home visiting by an occupational therapist.
No important differences were found in the three groups
except that, for reasons that are not clear, patients preferred
continuing contact with hospital. Coming from a specialist
unit, these findings may disconcert rheumatologists, since they
suggest at first sight that it does not much matter what is done
or who does it-and could be interpreted as supporting the
therapeutic nihilists, who hold that no treatment for rheuma-
toid arthritis modifies the course of the disease.

Further study of the report raises two questions. Did Mowat
et all so modify the disease by inpatient treatment that
subsequent progress became stable and highly predictable?
This is unlikely; the value of rest is much debated2 but is not
nowadays ranked very high. Much more important, patients
on "treatment with special drugs" were excluded, and if this
means such drugs as gold then the results of the full range of
treatments were not analysed. Someone who knows how to
select patients for such treatment and monitor it accurately
must see the patients; surely this must be the hospital doctor.

Nevertheless, in the present state of uncertainty about the
right way to treat rheumatoid arthritis studies of this kind are
valuable. A recent trend has been for more staff from other
health professions (nurses, physiotherapists, occupational
therapists) to be attached to specialist clinics to carry out
clinical measurements (often in drug trials), when they may be
called "clinical metrologists." These workers gain good
insight into the overall progress of the patients; and we should
give more attention to the idea that "controlled" patients
could be watched and helped by non-medical staff. Clinic
time could thus be freed for the more difficult problems.

'Mowat AG, Nichols PJR, Hollings EM, Haworth RJ, Aitken LC. A
comparison of follow-up regimes in rheumatoid arthritis. Ann Rheum Dis
1980;39:12-7.

2 Mathews JA. Physical treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. In: Scott JT, ed.
Copeman's textbook of the rheumatic diseases. 5th ed. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1978:447-58.

Quality of life in renal
failure
The results of maintenance haemodialysis and renal trans-
plantation are now well established in terms of survival of
grafts and patients. A much more nebulous topic is the
quality of life attained.
These two treatments cause psychological stress both to

the patients and to medical and nursing staff. In maintenance
haemodialysis the sources of stress for the patient include
dependency on machines and medical staff, restrictions and
complications of arteriovenous shunts and fistulas, inability
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