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A retrospective study was made of 40 consecutive children admitted to
the children's ward with febrile convulsion not associated with campylobacter
enteritis. The mean age of these children was 22 months (range: 5 months to
4 years 2 months).

Comment

Convulsion as a manifestation of campylobacter enteritis has not
been reported. The nine children in our series who had convulsions
had the unusually high mean age of 5 years 8 months, which is
outside the range normally associated with febrile convulsions. Rutter
and Smales3 reported a mean age for febrile convulsions of about 22
months, which is similar to that in our own small series.

Convulsion is known to occur with shigellosis. The incidence is
about 1000, and convulsions may occur in children with only slightly
increased or normal body temperatures.4
There are several explanations that may partly account for this

unusual incidence of convulsion and high mean age: firstly, the out-
break largely affected schoolchildren and not younger children;
secondly, the outbreak was large with 223 proved cases in children
aged 10 years or less, of whom only 14 were admitted to hospital and
only nine had convulsions; and thirdly, campylobacter, like shigella,
may predispose children to convulsions.
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Paget's disease of bone in two
American cities

Paget's disease is rarely found among African blacks.' Although it is
known to occur among blacks in the USA the prevalence has not been
documented. We carried out a radiological survey of the prevalence of
the disease in hospital patients in two American cities to compare
prevalences in blacks and whites. One of the cities selected was in the
north and the other in the south to investigate further a suggestion
that prevalence is lower in the south.2

Methods and results

The cities selected were New York and Atlanta. In each city a survey was
made in two hospitals, one privately and one publicly funded, serving mainly
white and black patients respectively. Samples of about 1000 abdominal
radiographs of people aged 55 and over were taken from the files of stored
films in each hospital. The sampling procedure was the same as that used in
earlier surveys.3 Only patients whose films showed the pelvis, sacrum,
femoral heads, and all lumbar vertebrae were included. Diagnosis was by
one observer (PBG) using the same standardised criteria used in the previous
surveys.
The medical records were consulted to determine the patients' ethnic

group. At each hospital medical records were available for all patients with
Paget's disease and for more than 80 % of those without the disease. The
ethnic distribution of the remaining patients was assumed to be identical
with that of the patients whose records were available. In Atlanta all but one
of the patients whose notes were consulted were found to be classified as
either black or white; but in New York about 5 % were of other ethnic
groups and were excluded from the survey.
The table shows the prevalence of Paget's disease by sex and ethnic group

in New York and Atlanta. Each prevalence was standardised5 for age against
the aggregate population of a large British survey,3 so that the results could
be compared with those already reported for Britain3 and Australia.4 In each
city the prevalence in blacks was similar to that in whites. In addition the

Prevalence of Paget's disease by ethnic group. Numbers of cases are given in
parentheses

Age-standardised prevalence (%O)
Ethnic No of

City group patients Men Women Both sexes

New York Black 950 3-3 (12) 2-0 (12) 2-6 (24)
New York White 1082 5 2 (30) 2-5 (13) 3 9 (43)
Atlanta Black 1111 1.9 (11) 0-6 (3) 1-2 (14)
Atlanta White 1563 0 9 (7) 0-8 (6) 0 9 (13)

blacks showed a higher prevalence among men, similar to the well-docu-
mented male preponderance of the disease in European whites. The higher
prevalence in New York than in Atlanta was shown by both sexes and both
ethnic groups. Previous surveys have shown that the radiological prevalence
of Paget's disease is higher in radiographs taken specifically to show the
skeleton than in other radiographs of the pelvis. The proportions of skeletal
radiographs were, however, similar in the two cities and ethnic groups (blacks
in New York 12°, in Atlanta 12 %; whites in New York 13 %, in Atlanta
15%.)

Comment

In contrast to the position in black Africans, in whom Paget's
disease is rare, the condition is similarly prevalent in blacks and whites
in the USA. This finding provides further evidence of the influence
of environment in the aetiology of the disease. The difference between
the northern and southern cities, found in both sexes and in both
ethnic groups, indicates a pronounced variation in prevalence within the
USA. The figure for the whites in New York is comparable with the
lowest values found in a survey of 14 towns in Britain,3 and similar
to the prevalence in Perth, Australia (3-6%0).4
We thank Armour Laboratories (USA) and the Wessex Regional

Health Authority, who generously funded the study; Professor J
Farman and his colleagues of the Downstate Medical Centre, Brooklyn,
New York, and Dr L Clements and his colleagues of Emory Univer-
sity, Atlanta, for their help and kindness.

1 Van Meedervoort E, Richter G. Paget's disease of bone in South African
blacks. S Afr Med J 1976;50:1897-9.

2 Rosenbaum HD, Hanson DJ. Geographic variation in the prevalence of
Paget's disease of bone. Radiology 1969;92:959-63.

3 Barker DJP, Clough PWL, Guyer PB, Gardner MJ. Paget's disease of
bone in 14 British towns. Br MedJ 1977;i:1181-3.

4 Gardner MJ, Guyer PB, Barker DJP. Radiological prevalence of Paget's
disease of bone in British migrants to Australia. Br Med J' 1978;i:
1655-7.

5 Bradford Hill A. A short textbook of medical statistics. London: Hodder and
Stoughton, 1977.

(Accepted 5 December 1979)

Southampton General Hospital, Southampton S09 4XY
P B GUYER, DM, FRCR, consultant radiologist
A T CHAMBERLAIN, BSC

Eclampsia in multipara

Three consecutive eclamptic patients seen by me at the Ikedife
Hospital within one week were multiparous. Routine history taking
revealed changes in paternity in the first two cases. This led me to
make confidential inquiries about the actual paternity in the
pregnancies of other eclamptic multiparous patients.

Patients, methods, and results

Forty-six eclamptic multiparous patients with singleton pregnancies
were seen between August 1968 and July 1978 in a rural practice centred on
Nnewi, Anambra State, Nigeria. The Ikedife Hospital serves as an unofficial
reference centre for 22 small maternity hospitals within a radius of 35 km.
I have excluded in this series three multiparous patients brought in dead
after eclamptic fits, two cases of epilepsy, two other patients whose blood
pressure was still over 160/90 mm Hg six weeks postpartum, and one
uncontrolled diabetic multiparous patient who had fits during the last
week of pregnancy. The 46 patients were confidentially interviewed by me
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