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measured the size of the bladder by injecting the viscus with an ordi-
nary catheter until the water ran by the side of the instrument. Sup-
posing eight ounces were so introduced, it was certain that that amount
might be again injected, and no larger quantity was at any time to be, ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
permitted to p.ss into the bladder. If the fragments were found to be
blocking the tube, the syphon was detached, and another smaller tube
passed down it to clear the passage. Dr. Bigelow then showed how a
quantity of large fragments could be removed by alternately and gently
pressing the ball and allowing it to expand again-by pumping it, in
fact-for three or four minutes. The fragments speedily fell into and
filled the glass receptacle. He had called the operation litholapaxy
(=evacuation of the stone), because he had removed by its aid a large
quantity of small stones without cutting or crushing; and such an
-operation had not at present any other special designation.
A New Lithotrite.-Dr. BIGELOW also showed a new lithotrite,

which did not, as he asserted, impact, and which was locked by turn-
ing the right wrist without moving the fingers. This instrument had
also been made by Weiss and Sons.
A very hearty vote of thanks was voted by all present to Dr. Bige-

low for his demonstration.

HARVEIAN SOCIETY OF LONDON.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER I17TH, I878.

GRAILY HEWITT, M.D., President, in the Chair.
Poisoning by Chloral-Hydrate.-Mr. W. SEDGWICK read a paper

entitled clinical notes on poisoning by chlorai-hydrate. The chief
subjects presented for consideration were, I. The relative degree of
alkalinity of the blood as affecting the action of chloral-hydrate, and
connection between the pathology of the blood and the great tolerance
of the drug in delirium tremens, tetanus, hydrophobia, chorea, and
some other affections of the brain and nervous systems; 2. The con-
dition of the pupils and the skin in cases of poisoning by chloral-hy.
drate; 3. The good effects of galvanism in warding off the tendency
to death during prolonged hypnotism; and 4. The probable influence
of idiosyncrasy in some cases of poisoning by comparatively small doses
of the drug.-The PRESIDENT, Mr. GANT, Drs. FARQUHARSON and
FITZPATRICK, Mr. CRIrrs LAWNRENCE, Dr. MILNER FOTHIERGILL, and
CLEVELAND, took part in the discussion which followed, after which,
Mr. SEDGWICK replied.
Rystero.Epilepsy.-Mr. GEORGE EASTES read some notes of the

cases of hystero-epilepsy which he had recently seen in M. Charcot's
wards in the Salpetriere. The first case was one of right side anaesthesia
combined with colour-blindness of the right eye, so that, when sheets of
paper of several pronounced colours were seen by the right eye only,
they were pronounced to be white. When a horseshoe magnet was
applied to the right arm the right side became normally sensitive, and
the left side became anesthetic, with colour-blindness of the left eye.
Pricks in anaesthetic skin bleed little. The girl was put into a mes-
meric sleep, when she became generally anesthetic. A second girl
with hystero-epilepsy was mesmerised, with similar results. A third
girl was rendered cataleptic by a bright light. Movement of the finger
over the skin of her limbs caused tonic contraction of the muscles be-
neath. These cases of hystero-epilepsy were of great rarity, and

occurred during the child-bearing period of life. The malady con-
tinued'for years without being fatal. The fits occurred either spon-
taneously, or from peripheral irritation. The effects of the application
of various metals to the skin were very curious and interesting, and
opened up a new field in therapeutics.-Dr. BROADBENT said that this
series of cases was most remarkable. As to the application of metals
to the skin, he had seen one case in England which was cured by the
application of brass.--The PRESIDENT said with regard to the fits,
that irritation of the nerves of the central portion of the uterus was
often the cause of fits; and when fits were found with a flexed uterus
they were removed by straightening the womb.-Drs. WILTSHIRE,
GILBART SMITH, FANCOURT BARNES, STEWART, CLEVELAND, FITZ-
PATRICK, and Mr. KIALIMARK spoke, after which Mr. EASTES re-
plied, and the meeting adjourned.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES.
CLINICAL LECTURES ON STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA AND OTHER
DISORDERS OF THE URINARY ORGANS. By REGINALD HARRISON,
F.R.C.S., etc. London: J. and A. Churchill. I878.

DURING the last few years, Mr. HARRISON haspublishedin the JOURNAL
several interesting cases of urinary surgery and abstracts of clinical
remarks upon illustrative subjects. He has in this volume collected
these papers together, and added to them considerably.
As a record of interesting cases, the book will be read with pleasure

by every surgeon. As an example, we would point out the removal of
a pencil-case three inches long from the male bladder, per urethram,
by the author. The case did well, and reflects very highly upon Mr.
Hlarrison's adroitness as an operator. The clinical teaching, however,
appears to us in one or two instances not altogether devoid of danger.
At the close of the second lecture, the writer is at considerable pains to
impress upon the student the absolute necessity, in cases of perineal
extravasation of urine, of incising along the raph4 however much the
raphe may be pushed to one side by the swelling. Now we have no
hesitation in expressing the opinion that, if the surgeon take this advice,
he will not relieve extravasation on each side; for it is nearly always
necessary to incise on both sides of the raphe. The chapter on syphi-
litic strictures is hardly up to the mark. It by no means follows
because a man, known to be the subject of syphilis and stricture, has
an indurated perineum, that the induration is syphilitic and must be
treated with mercury.
As a whole, however, this book should be read with general interest

and advantage ; for it furnishes a very fair and generous, although not
always systematic or clear, epitome of the current literature of the
subject for somewhat more than the last decade; and it has throughout
the marks of clinical experience and surgical aptitude.

ON THE TRAUMATIC LESIONS WHICH MAY OCCUR TO THE MOTHER
IN INDUCED LABOUR. By Dr. PIERRE BUDIN.

THIS is the thesis presented at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris for
the "concours pour l'agregation" by Dr. BUDIN. It forms a complete
treatise on the injuries which may happen to the mother during the
progress of induced labour. It is a model of scholarly research and
scientific accuracy. The author has consulted the contemporary litera-
ture on the subject in England, France, and Germany. In addition to
the valuable work thus done in bringing into a focus the published
opinions of well-known authors on the subject, the thesis is enriched
by the verbal and unwritten teachings of the leaders of obstetric medi-
cine in Paris. Dr. Budin is already known to gynaecologists in this
country as the author, in conjunction with Dr. Pinard, of an obstetric
phantom which was exhibited last session at the Obstetrical Society of
London.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Temtserature Charts. By GEORGE CHARLES COLES, M.R.C.S.-

These charts seem to supply a want, as they are larger and more con-
venient than Salt's, which are rather small and dear, and are less cum-
bersome than most hospital charts. They are well arranged; give
ample room for name, age, disease, etc.; the normal line is distinctly
marked, and the temperature-column shows both centigrade and Fah-
renheit scales. They are also moderate in price: one shilling for a
book of twelve, or loose for hospitals at six shillings per hundred.
They are published by J. Douglas, I, Neal Street, Long Acre.
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