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" Of all the monstrous forms the hideous vice, Pro-
tection, ever assumed, it would be difficult to recall one
so loathsome as that in which she was reproduced at
the recent meeting of the British Medical Association.
It was then and there, to the utter astonishment of the
learned world, including Fellows of the College of Phy.
sicians who had actually received the Association, pro-
fessing by title to be ' British', as guests, declared
that the mental labours of Drs. Burrows, Walshe,
Sharpey, Mr. Paget, and others who had consented to
speak to tbe medical world for the furtherance of me-
dical knowledge and the interests and honour of the
medical commuinity through the Association, were the
actual and exclusive property of this ' British' Associa-
tion. There must of course be some powerful vested
interest at the bottom of a proceeding so repugnant to
the practice of modern scientific institutions. It is this
-the Association have staked nearly every farthing of
their funds in the maintenance of a periodical." [Ever
harping on the JOURNAL!]

This is what the Lancet states in face of facts
which give the directest denial to the statement-in
face of the fact that this private property was com-
pletely at the service of his reporter and every other
reporter in the kingdom; that the Lancet took, not
only without remonstrance, but with the complete
concurrence of the Association, the fullest possession it
chose of any amount of that private property; that
the Lancet actually published, with their full concur-
rence, all this private property; that copies of all
the papers were offered by this JOURNAL to the
Lancet. In face of all these facts, the Lancet actu-
ally ventures to accuse the Association of desiring to
do what Mr. Abernethy did, who attempted, by an
order from the Court of King's Bench, to prevent the
publication of his lectures ! Two columns of the
Lancet are actually given up to the solemn ela-
boration of this trumped up and most untrue ac-
cusation, and to the solemn proclamation of its own
glorious and successful defence of the liberty of the
press! Did the richest bunkum from Yankee-land
ever beat the following precious piece of impotent
and vain-glorious bravado ?
"W e beg deliberately to inform the Association that,

whetlher justice and good sense prevail with them to
rescind the stupid resolution which now blots their
transactions, or no, it is our intention to maintain the
rights of free journalism, and to publish their proceed-
ings to the world, be those proceedings creditable to
them or the reverse."
Why what does the Association desire better?

What does it ask for more than the very widest cir-
culation of its proceedings which the press can give
them? We thank the Lancet for its promise, in the
name of the Association. But why does not the
Lancet, like other journals, quietly publish the
proceedings ? Why does it resort to these maudlin
tricks-these stage pretences-this weak attempt at
covering itself with a patriotic unction and a martyr's
skin ? Thte Lancet knows as well as we do that the
Association, in thtis matter of its papers, acts pre-
cisely as all other important societies which publish
their own proceedintgs do-not otherwise. The papers,
when read at its meetings, are handed to the Asso-

ciation, for publication in its JOURNAL. The authors
of those papers are still their masters in every
other respect. They can, if they think it right,
give copies of them to whom they please. The
Association says nothing more than what the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society, what the Social
Science Association, and other important societies,
have said to authors of papers:-"If your paper
is read at our meeting, you of course hand it
to us to be dealt with, for publication or not,
as we deem fit. Hand it to us-that is all we ask;
but act otherwise just as you please, on your own re-
sponsibility; publish it where and how you please;
we have no power or right, other than that which
common courtesy aad custom demand, to interfere
with your proceedings in the matter." This is all
the private claim which the Association has ever ex-
ercised over this literary property. But here comes
this Tartuffe of the medical press, and accuses the
Association of exhibiting the "loathsome vice of a
hideous protection"! Surely this is the very bravado
of insolent injustice! The Lancet accuses us of this,
he having himself actually, indeed, obtained, and
put into print, papers which were to be read, and
before they were read, at the British Medical
Association ! He tries to get a prior and ex-
clusive possession of these papers; and when we
exclaim against the petty larceny, and arrest him in
the act, he, to cover his retreat, shouts out, " I'm a
martyr; I have sacrificed myself on the altar of the
press, by publishing reports" (garbled reports, by the
way, Tartuffe!) " which no one attempted to prevent
me from publishing. Have I not gloriously sustained
the liberty of the press ?"

So much for the honour, and the morality, and
the truth of the profession, as represented by Tar-
tuffe's great commercial firm ! We tell him that
his attempt, by slanders of this kind, to injure the
JOURNAL, can have but one result; viz., to demon-
strate to the profession the absolute necessity for
the existence of a JOURNAL which, whatever its fail-
ings, can assuredly inscribe on its title-page, Honour,
Honesty, and Truth I

THE WEEK.
THE following is not a bad practical illustration of
the working of the present Lord Chancellor's ideas
concerning evidence in lunacy. He stated that one
man was as good as another at diagnosing the sane
or insane state of an individual; that, in fact, Jones
the pork-butcher was as capable of giving an opinion
on the point as the most advanced alienists. Let him
read the following and reflect:

" The man Roberts, who was tried at the late Glou-
cester assizes for the murder of one of his children and
attempted murder of another, and who was then acquit-
ted by the jury on the ground of insanity, turns out to
be perfectly sane. The Secretary of State called upon
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the visiting justices to send him a certificate of the
prisoner's insanity, in order to get his removal to some
lunatic asylum. He was consequently examined by the
gaol surgeon, Dr. Bleeck, and subsequently by that gen-
tleman in conjunction with Dr. Lyon, and we hear that
neither of those gentlemen has been able to discover
the slightest symptoms of lunacy in the wretched man.
The consequence is that, instead of a certificate being
forwarded confirming the view of the jury, the magis.
trates have been compelled to send off one asserting,
almost in direct terms, that Roberts is in full possession
of his senses. The chief evidence at the trial for the
prisoner's unsoundness of mind was that of his father
and mother, who declared that be was considered half
silly by his family and neighbours. It was known at
Gloucester that the verdict. of the jury did not commend
itself to the judgment of the learned judge who presided
on the trial."

DiR. HALFORD, having been appointed Professor of
Physiology in the University of Melbourne, is
naturally anxious to surround himself with all the
appliances requisite for the best performance of his
duties. He, therefore, with the sanction of the
Chancellor of the University, Sir Redmond Barry,
asks his professional brethren to assist him, and
" favour the Council by presenting to the library a
copy of your published work, or to the museum any
object that may enrich our collection. Mr. Guil-
laume, 42, Chester Square, S.W., will receive any con-
tributions to the library; and Mr. Knight, Victoria
Department, International Exhibition, any gift to
the museum."

THE enlistment of soldiers for the Northern American
Army is still most shamefully conducted. The
American .Medical Times says on this score:

" The medical inspection of enlisted men is, as far as
we can learn, a most shallow farce. Under the pressure
of a per caput fee, the inspecting officer aims to increase
the numbers which he daily passes to the largest pos.
sible extent. Every manner of disability was found in
the troops sent from the State of New York. Even
cases of double hernia were endorsed by the inspecting
officer."
Of the slaughter going on in the war, a slight idea
may be formed from the following fact:
" The military hospitals in this city (New York), in-

cluding the Ladies' Hospital, the City Hospital, Bellevue
Hospital, St. Luke's Hospital, the Jews' Hospital, the
two hospitals in Brooklyn, and the hospitals on David's
Island, Bedloe's Island, Blackwell's Island, and Go-
vernor's Island, contain nearly five thousand sick and
wounded soldiers."

DR.. LEE, an intelligent American physician, who has
been for some time studying matters medical, etc.,
in London, gives the following account to an Ameri-
can medical journal of the "diseased meat" system
in London:-

4" In my visits to the various markets in London, and
especially to those narrow, dark streets, where meat is
sold to the poorest classes, I have been greatly surprised
to see the great quantities of diseased meat allowed to t

be sold. I have seen, within sound of Bow bells, more
diseased meat offered for sale during the last two E
nonths, than I ever saw in New York during my whole a

life. Indeed, such samples of flesh meat, I venture to
say, could hardly be found beyond the precincts of this
city; and that notwithstanding there are plenty of health
officers and inspectors. Generally it sells as low as a
penny per pound; and it is fearful to think what quan-
tities of it must be consumed by the poorer classes. It
is especially patronised by the sausage-makers, soup
shops, and beef and meat pie shops. Such meat is sent
here from all parts of the country, even from a distance
of 150 miles, or more; and some insurance offices exist
in London, who insure cattle and sheep on condition that
if the animals die from diseases, they shall belong to
the company, ' the party insuring receiving two-thirds
the value of the animal, and one-third the salvage; or,
in other words, one-third of the amount the beast is sold
for when dead.' And those insurance offices have their
own slaughter-houses, where such animals are killed
and dressed. Nearly 5000 lbs. of such meat have been
recently seized in this city in one week, and yet the trade
flourishes."

THE medical journals tell us that there is in Vienna
a bathing establishment, where the baths are formed
of the contents of the bowels of recently-killed oxen,
The establishment issues a large list of cures effected
by its pollutions. The efficacy of these baths is
attributed to their temperature, to the gastric acids
in them, the salts, the gases, and the electrical action
produced!

Records, recently found in the archives of Flo-.
rence, seem to show that Dante was inscribed at the
university in the class of doctors and pharmacists.
Dante a druggist!

Professor Hyrtl and Professor Hebra have receivec
Exhibition medals; the first for his anatomical pre.
parations, the last for a water-bed.

L'Imyparziale, speaking of the salaries of the chan-
cery lunacy visitors, which he puts at 25,000 francs,
says: "Happy are English doctors! they have no
reason to lament over the recompenses awarded to
them !"

Physiologist Bernard continues his researches into
the actions of the ganglions of the sympathetic nerve.
Hitherto, it has been held that the property of pro-
ducing reflex actions resided solely in the encephalic
nervous organs and in the spinal marrow. But now
M. Bernard announces that the ganglions of the
sympathetic may be centres of reflex action. It re-
sults, in fact, from his delicate and complicated ex-
periments, that the submaxillary ganglion is the
seat of reflex actions, which are carried on inde-
pendently of the cerebro-spinal system. Neverthe-
less, the ganglion, though independent of, is subor-
dinated to, the encephalic centre; for he finds that,
when the submaxillary ganglion is separated from
those centres, the secretion of the submaxillary
gland goes on continuously. " I remarked," he says,
after section of the submaxillary ganglion, the
lingual nerve and corda tympani remaining intact,
that the secretion of the gland became continuous;
still, however, becoming greater when excited by
sapid substances placed on the tongue."
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