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and injected under the skin of a dog, a rabbit, and a frog, which died
from its effects, it was concluded to be a violent poison, and subse-
quently fell out of use as a dyeing agent. Contradictions of this state-
ment, however, were soon forthcoming; M. Landrin, a veterinary sur-
geon, asserted that he had administered coralline to dogs and cats without
observing any subsequent ill effect. He had had positive proof of the
absorption of the coralline and of its purity, since he had been able to
collect it in the lungs of the animals, and to dye silk with it. Dr.
Guyot confirmed these experiments, and came to the conclusion that
coralline was not poisonous, eveln in large doses, and that it may be
safely used in dyeing, prozided that it be not mgixed( with J6oisonous sutb-
stantces.

In presence of these contradictions between men of equal education
and veracity, doubt w%as permissible, and things remained in this state.
M. Bouchardat had often had an idea that signs of poisoning by
local applications of Scheele's green or arsenite of copper were
present in some cases from the nature of the symptoms re-
corded ; but this was an ,' prior-i explanation which was far from
convincing. The question was still environed by mystery, when
it was cleared up by a most singular incident. Dr. Bijon, a
physician of Quimperle, had an apartment hung with feutre Pazj,, a
wall-paper with a red pattern on a hazel-brown (ntoisette) ground.
Whenever he inhabited this room, he was annoyed by prickings of the
eyelids, with itching and burning sensations; he was even attacked by
purulent conjunctivitis after having slept for several nights in this room.
He had the paper analysed, and, from a piece of ten square centilntres
(O. I2 square yard), INIM . 1Iayer and Lebaigue obtained, wTith MIarslh's
apparatus, enough arsenical patches to cover a saucer. They were also
able to extract from a larger quantity of this paper enough coralline to
submit it to reagents, to dye silk and wool with it, and to obtain sufficient
arsenical patches to enable them to affirm that the red substance em-
ployed to colour the paper was undoubtedly coralline, and that, in its
use as a dye for paper, it was an arsenical substance, as M. Bouchardat
had foreseen; though M. Roussin had not been able to recognise it as
such. M. Mayer could not obtain any patches of arsenic by submitting
the brown portions of the paper to the action of Marsh's apparatus;
and therefore came to the decision that the arsenic was only mixed with
the red colour of the paper, that is, with the coralline dye.
An apparent contradiction is thus solved. It results that pure coral-

line is not poisonous, and may be employed as a dye; but, in miiaterials
as well as in wall-papers, an arsenical mordant is often used to fix it.
This mordant, then, acts as a poison, whether actinig topically on the
skin, where it is directly deposited, through the medium of red shirts,
drawers, and stockings, or by the dust and vapours which disengage
themselves from the papers or stuffs dyed with it.

HOSPITAL SATURDAY.
As the day which has been fixed uponi for the Hospital Saturday collec-
tion approaches, the promoters of the movement redouble their actfvity.
For a week past a number of boys, clad in a fancy costume, and pro-
vided with collecting boxes, have been going about the principal
thoroughfares distributing handbills, and soliciting alms from the passen-
gers. The Committee are not likely to advance the object they have in
view by this means. It is alien to the idea of a workshop collection.
It is an appeal not to the working classes alone, but rather to the
wealthy. It is, in fact, an offensive form of ordinary street begging.
If organised begging, such as this, is to be allowed, because the cause
is supposed to be good, how, with any consistency, can other forms of
mendicancy be suppressed ?
A more judicious effort was made last Saturday by a Mansion House

meeting, presided over by the Lord Mayor. On this occasion, the
most important speech was that of Canon Miller. With many of his
remarks we entirely agree; as, for instance, when he said:

" There were a great many classes among working men, and it was
not right to talk of working men and of the poor together. He totally

denied that the great mass of the working classes of his country were
poor. Even allowing for the ebb and flow of prosperity in a great
commercial country, there wvere a large iiumber of working men who
ought never to be poor, and who never would be poor for any length
of time but for their improvidence and self-indulgence. He maintained
that some reform was needed in regard to hospital relief to the working
classes, and that there should be far less of the eleemosynary principle in
the matter. There should be none of that running about and begging
for tickets which thoroughly broke down the independence of the work-
ing man, his wife, and his children. If a great deal more of the pro-
vident element could be introduced, it would be far better for the work-
ing man and for the charities themselves, if, when needing medical
relief, he contributed his quota to their support."
We ourselves are disposed to doubt whether by inducing working

men to contribute to the Hospital Saturday Fund we are really
encouraging them in the best means of providing for their own medical
relief. In so far as the small number are concerned who will contribute
anything appreciable, the plan will have the advantage of lessening the
pauperising influence of charity; but for those who give a mere trifle,
and, still more, for the great mass who give nothing, even this advantage
will not be obtained. And yet this is the only benefit which we can see
to counterbalance the many and serious evils which are likely to arise.
The hoTpitals will be more than ever resorted to by the higher class of
artisans, who ought instead to elmlploy a general practitioner. Any
scruples which may have hitherto deterred them will now be taken
away. The out-patient rooms will be more crowded than ever. The
time and energy of the staff will be still more taxed for gratuitous
service. When the total collection is divided among the various ho3-
pitals and dispensaries, the sum apportioned to each must be compara-
tively small-nothing like sufficient to cover the afflux of patients from
the working classes-so that the drain upon the resources of the charity
will probably be greater than ever.
At the Mansion House meeting, two of the speakers-themselves

working men-complained of the loss of time now incurred in the wait-
ing rooms by out-patients, and they spoke of the benefit which they
hoped would arise when working men had a share in the management,
and could alter the arrangements in this respect. Now, it appears on
the face of it that, with an increased number of patients, the delay
would be even greater than at present. The fact is, the working men
have already the remedy for this evil in their own hands. Let them
either apply, as many can well afford to do, to the general practitioners
in their own neighbourhood, or let them join a provident dispensary,
where, from the number of doctors being in proportion to the patients,
prompt attendance can be secured. Indeed we cannot but wish that
this Hospital Saturday movement might develope into an organisation
similar to that which is now commencing its operations in Manchester,
and which might cover the whole of London with provident institutions
in intimate relation with the existing hospitals. Such an organisation
would be well timed at the present moment. It would do much to
remove from the working classes the stigma of depending upon charity,
for it would enable them to provide in a business-like way for their own
necessities; it would remove the just grounds of complaint which the
general practitioners now have against the hospitals; it would draft
away many of the trivial cases, and would thus lessen the dradgery of
the consultants; and, while it would adapt itself to the higher position
now held by the working classes, it would also coincide with the
growing conviction of the more thoughtful philanthropists, which is in
favour of provident systems, and the grouping of our numerous charities
into one harmonious scheme.

MR. EDWARD BELLAMNIY, of Charing Cross Hospital, lhas been ap-
pointed to deliver the course of lectures on the Anatomy of the Human
Form, at the South Kensington Museum.

AT the last general meeting of the Committee of Management of the
Western Ophthalmic llospital, MIr. HI. Nelsoni Hardy, after several
years' service as assistant-surgeon, w-as promoted to the office of full
surgeoni to the liospital.
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THE present week brings always a renewal of life in the medical
world. The entries at the London Medical Schools arc, we hear, so far
rather below the average, but there is yet tilmie for them to show a

higher average.

THE event of the week is the announced openiing of a School of
Medicinie for Women, in London, under the management of a Council
which includes the names of Mr. Critchett, Dr Billing, Dr. Burdon
Sanderson, Dr. T. K. Chambers, Professor Huxley, Dr. Cheadle,
Dr. Charlton Bastian, Dr. Sturges, AMr. Ernest Hart, MIr. Berkeley
Hill, Dr. Murie, Mrs. Garrett Anderson, MI.D., and MIrs. E. Black-
well, M.D. All of these are registered practitioners, and all are per-
sons who have had much official connection with medical schools. The
names of the Council will be accepted as a guarantee that the school
will be carefully an-d prudently conducted. This school sustainedl an
immense loss in the deatlh of Dr. Anstie, wlho was acting as its dean,
and was one of its most earnest and active supporters. Mr. A. T.
Norton of St. AMary's IHospital has undertaken to fill his place.

ONE rather singular difficulty is likely to occur in connection with
the new School of Medicine for Women. All the lecturers are gentle-
men who are already lecturing at other schools of medicine; and this
was part of the programime of the school. It was thought that this
would secure to the school a just character for the thoroughness and
adequacy of the education wvhich it proposed to give to those who wished
to avail themiiselves of it. We learnl, however, that at the London College of
Surgeons this may constitute a difficulty, although not perhaps an
insuperable onie, in the way of recognising the school. It is one of the
rules of the College that no lecturer shall be recognised at more than
one school, as well as that he shall not be recognised in more than one
subject. This rule was at one time very necessary, to meet the case of
pluralists w^Nho used to lecture on nearly every suibject in the curriculum,
and give a nearly complete courbe of education off their own reel. To
students of the present day, the encyclopledic teaching of men of the old
school would be a little astonishing. We are arriving, however, at phases
of teachilng in which some men devote themselves and their lives to
teaching one subject. It seems a little hard, for instance, to say that
Professor Bentley's lectures on Botany shall be recognised in the
Strand, and not in Bloomsbury Square; or that Mr. Berkeley Hill shall
be recognised as a teacher of surgery in Gower Street, but not in
Brunswick Square.

TIIIs difficulty, however, is a superficial one which inight be over
come in various ways. The Council of the school will no doubt find
that their real difficulties will be based on the sex of their pupils. The
question has been hitherto fought very much on side issues. The con-
stitution of this school will raise the broad question. Will the examin-
ing bodies admit to examination, and give diplomas to, women who come
to them fully educated by teachers of recognised fitness, at an institu-
tion duly established and fitted, and after fulfilling the regular curri-
culum of medical study, or will they deny them examination and the
right to practise, by reason of their sex ?

THE last of the Congresses is just over. The address of Dr. Lyon
Playfair on Public Health, which we publish, is one of the ablest docu-
ments of which sanitary literature can boast. We are glad to see that
Dr. Lyon Playfair concurs in, and repeats, verbatim e li/er-ati;;, our
condemnation of the policy of anarchy and jealousy by wrhich Mlr. Stans-
feld has wrecked his Public Healtlh Bill. Such a condemnation, com-
ing from that one of hiis colleagues miost able to judge, may possibly
lead Mlr. Stansfeld to feel that to have adopted the advice of the Public
Medicine Committee of the British Medical Association might have
saved him and the country from the unparalleled fiasco which has
wrecked his reputation as an administrator.

IT is significant to observe that Dr. Playfair turned to tlle Conserva-
tive Government as the persons to whom we must lnaturally look for a

reorganiisatioln of the friglhtful sanitary muddle nto whicih Mr. Stansfeld

has plunged the country. We much fear that this cannot well be ex-
pected for some years to come. Unhappily, as was pointed out by
anticipation to M\r. Stansfeld, the work of organisation involves destruc-
tion of his errors, as well as construction of a better system. The dif-
ficulties in the way are therefore greatly increased. Moreover, the same
influenices wlhich led Mr. Stansfeld into the mire are at work to mislead
his successor. MIr. Stansfeld was guided by the permanent officers of
Gwydyr House; and MIr. Lambert is at the bottom responsible for the
grave faults w hich his chief committed. He is still at the elbow
of Mr. Sclater-Booth. The minister is even less experienced than Mr.
Lambert in the principles of sanitary administration and the facts of
sanitary science. It is impossible that he should find his way alone out
of the labyrinth. The public health staff, with Mr. Simon at their
head-the only men in the office who know the facts, and vho could
frame a reasonable scheme for our deliverance from the sanitaly dis-
organisation which prevails-are kept at arm's length. When a man of
Mr. Lambert's great ability and industry goes deliberately wrong, and
is responsible for a huge mountain of errors of omission and commission,
he is more likely to use his ability in trying to make the wrong seem
right, than in " taking advice", and helping to destroy his owvn edifice
of error. WN'e have very little hope, therefore, of any satisfactory
reconstruction for some fewv years to come.

DR. PLAYFAIR's reference to the necessity of providing a " State
Aledicine Qualification" for future medical officers of health, reminds us
that the Committee of Council of this Association have it in charge,
from the last annual meeting, to deal with a very elaborate and im-
portant report on a scheme for the purpose, drawn up by a committee
of the Association, of which Dr. Rumsey was chairman, and which in-
cluded the names of maany eminent and experienced sanitai-y authorities.
The report was the result of very great labour ; and we hope that it
will be actively treated without delay. It should, wve think, be sub-
mitted, as soon as possible, to the Government and the General Medical
Council.

THE lamented deatlh of Dr. Anstie leaves vacant several appoint-
ments, among others that of Annual Orator of the Mledical Society of
London.

THE removal of Dr. Rutherford from London to Edinburgh leaves
the Chair of Physiology in King's College unoccupied at a critical moment.
It has been stated that Dr. Ferrier will receive the appointment; but w^e
believe that Dr. Ferrier proposes to devote himself to practical medicine,
and feels that the Chair of Physiology and Practical Physiology would
make too heavy draughts on his time. Temporary arrangements will,
of course, be made to prevent the students of King's College from
suffering from the unavoidable interregnum.

MR. MAUNDER gives the Lettsomian Lectures at the Medical So-
ciety of London this session. He has chosen the Surgery of the
Arteries as his subject.

AMEDICAL INSPECTION OF MEAT.
THE following case, which came before the County Police Court,
Manchester, is in some respects similar to the Bishop Auckland case,
which we reported last week. Both these cases show the urgent
necessity wlich exists for medical officers and inspectors to make them-
selves thoroulghly acquainted with the appearances which meat presents
in every form of unwholesomeness. A Patricroft farmer was charged
at the County Police Court, Manchester, with being in possession of
meat wN-hich was unfit for human food. The special feature of the case
was, that the "meat" had been examined by a medical officer ot
health, who gave a certificate which was described by Sir J. Mantell as
" confused". The medical officer, on the carcase being showvn to him,
was of opiniion that, although the fore-quarter was unsound, the hind-
quarter seemed sotind and sweet, and he thought it might be used.
" He was miiisled as to the nature of the disease in the fore-quarter. The
defendanit told him that the beast had received an injury from a sharp
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instrument, and on that infolmation he gave a certificate that the hind
part might be used for dogs' food; but subsequently, when the inspector
said that in that case the meat would have to be destroyed, he altered
his certificate to the effect that the remainder of the carcase might be
taken for immediate use. He afterwards found that the cow had died
from fever." Fortunately, the carcase, after all, did not get into the
market.

HEALTH OF FOREIGN CITIES.
IN Paris, the death-rate in September was equal to I9 per I,oOO of the
estimated population; in Brussels, 17 per I,OOO; the Hague, 25; Amster-
dam, 23; Copenhagen, 25; Christiania, I7; Berlin, 22; Breslau, 29;
Munich, 32; Vienna, 2I; Rome, 25; Turin, I6; New York, 29; and in
Philadelphia, 20 per I,ooo. The Registrar-General has, through the
kindness of Dr. Ardouin, Physician to the European Hospital in Alex-
andria, received a return of the deaths in that city and in Cairo during
the first fifteen days of September. The area of Alexandria is 5.586
square kilometers; of Cairo, 9.284; the approximative population of
Alexandria, 212,034; of Cairo, 349,883. The weekly deaths in Alex-
andria were 222; in Cairo, 338. The annual rate of mortality was,
therefore, 57 per I,OOO in Alexandria, and 50 in Cairo. Such a return,
supplied weekly, will redound greatly to the credit of the Administra-
tion of Egypt, and be the first step to sanitary improvement.

THE PIUBLIC HEALTH.
DURINCG last week, 5,245 births and 3,232 deaths were registered in
London and twenty other large towns of the United Kingdom. The
mortality was at the average rate of 22 deaths annually in every I,OOO
persons living. The annual death-rate was iS per i,o00 in Edin-
burgh, 26 in Glasgow, and 26 in Dublin. In the eighteen large Eng-
lish towns, the annual death-rate from the seven principal zymotic dis-
eases averaged 4.8 per I,OOO, and ranged from I.6 and I.7 in Bristol
and Nottingham to II.5 and 12.8 in Sunderland and Liverpool. The
deaths referred to scarlet fever in these towns, which in the two pre
vious weeks had been 272 and 24r, rose again last week to 290, of
which I07 were returned in London, Si in Liverpool, 21 in Birming-
ham, and 20 both in Manchester and Sheffield. The I2 deaths referred
to small-pox in Birmingham raised the niumber of fatal cases that have
been recorded within that borough since the beginning of the year to
484. In London, 2,I55 births and I, I63 deaths were registered. The
births were 17I, and the deaths 260, below the average numbers in the
corresponding week of the last ten years. The annual death-rate
from all causes, which in the two previous weeks had been equal to I9
and I7 per I,ooo, were last week IS. The rate from the principal
zymotic diseases was equal to 4.9 per I,OOO in East London, whereas it
averaged but 2.7 per i,ooo in other parts of the metropolis. To the
seven principal diseases of the zymotic class, 206 deaths were referred,
which were I03 below the corrected average number. The fatal cases
of scarlet fever showed a considerable excess, whereas those of nearly
all of the six other diseases were below the average. The 107 deaths
from scarlet fever exceeded the number in any week since the winter of
I870-71, when the disease was severely epidemic. The mean reading
of the barometer at Greenwich during the week was 29.48 inches; the
mean temperature of the air was 56.8 deg., or 2.7 above the average;
and rain fell on five days during the week, to the amount of I. 14 inches.

A BEQUEST TO SCIENCE.
A RECENT number of theLondon Gazelte contains a translation of the will
of the late M. Girolamo Ponti of Milan, who has left the greater por-
tion of his property to the " Academies of Science of London, Paris, and
Vienna". It appears from the will that the late Signor Ponti, though
bred to commerce, had a love for science, and thought he would best
benefit mankind generally by this disposition of his property, especially
as his relatives are all in a sufficiently independent position not to
require further pecuniary acquisitions. The relatives, however, in-
cluding Signor Ponti's mother, who survives him, are not unnaturally
of a different opinion, and intend to contest the will. As, too, there is

muchvagueness about the term "Academies of Science of London, Paris,
and Vienna", it appears probable that Siglnor Ponti's will will afford
some work for the legal profession in the three capitals named, as well
as in Milan; and the old story of the oyster and the shells seems likely
to find another illustration. Lord Derby sounds the first note of alarm
by the expression of his opinion that " it appears desirable that any in-
stitution claiming the legacy should do so at as early a period as

possible". The principal portions of the will referring to the bequest
are as follows.
" I dispose of the whole of what belongs to me on this day in favour

of the three Academies of Sciences of London (capital of England),
Paris (capital of France), and Vienna (capital of Austria) ; so that my
said patrimony is to be divided amongst the said three Academies in
equal parts (after deduction of certain charges). My patrimony con-
sists for the greater part of mortgages, and, taking account of interest,
amounts at present to 865,ooo Austrian lire [about £34,600]. Each of
the three Academies above named shall be bound to invest in a per-
fectly safe and profitable manner the third part of my patrimony which
falls to its share, and with the proceeds to institute two annual compe-
titions for ever, in equal amounts. Consequently, each of the aforesaid
Academies will have to appoint a committee to decide upon the gralnt
of the rewards annexed to the two competitions, which are to embrace
the following branches: i. Mechanics; 2. Agriculture; 3. Physics and
Chemistry; 4. Travels by sea or by land; 5. Literature. The object of
the committee must be to give the preference to whomsoever among
the competitors that shall have advanced the sciences by the discovery
of new and simple appliances; and this refers to mechanics, physics,
chemistry, and agriculture. In regard to travels by sea and by land,
whoever has distinguished himself by a long journey by land and by
sea, or has been able to make propositions fitting to diminish the
dangers inherent in the present systemi, shouldlhave the preference. In
default of inventors and distinguished travellers, the committee will
turn its attention to the most distinguished publications of original
works, or at least of translations from other languages of works upon
the above mentioned sciences and travels, including literature."

TIlE SCHOOLS AND THE NArVAl MEIDICAL SERVICE.
MOST of the introductory lecturers on October ist referred to the un-

satisfactory condition of the Army and Navy M\Iedical Services, and
advised that the students should think twice before rashly entering oh
a career which is at present pregnant witlh disappointment and dissatis-
faction. The references to the services at the hospital dinners were of
a like character.

GODFREY'S CORDIAL.
MIARY BRUNTON was charged on September 30th, before the Hull
magistrates, with having caused the death of two children who had
been entrusted to her care. The magistrates decided from the evidence
that the children had met their death from an overdose of Godfrey's
cordial which had been administered by the prisoner; but there was
not sufficient evidence to convict of manslaughter. The Chairman said
that " he firmly believed that very many children went out of the world
through overdoses of Godfrey's cordial".

CAPTAIN BEDFORD PIM ON THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.
IN returning thanks for " the Navy" at the Middlesex Hlospital dinner,
Captain Bedford Pim said:

"MIr. Ward Hunt, at the interview with the deputation from the
British Medical Association in June last, handed over the consi-
deration of this important question to Lord Gilford ; for, no doubt,
the First Lord felt that he knew little enough of the Navy as a whole,
and even less of the medical branch. But Lordl Gilford himself
although a captain in the Navy, and one of the best and bravest sailors
I ever met with-indeed, we were badly wounded about the same time
in China, and lay inl hospital together at Hong Kong-can hardlv be
expected to know much of the requirements of medical miie. Gentle-
men, to fall back for a simile upon the anatomical knowledge picked up
at Middlesex Hospital under my kind friends on my right and left (Mr.
De Morgan and Mr. Nunii), I venture to doubt if Lord Gilford knows
the os frontis from the os coccygis ; and surely this is not the way to
deal with a question of such vital importance. Gentlemen, I fear the
Admiralty will not be 'tickled'-charm you never so wisely-into
putting the medical branch of the Navy on a proper footing. They
don't know how to do it; that 's the fact. My advice, then, is, flog
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them into a right frame of mind by shutting the doors of your hospitals
and medical colleges in their faces. The medical profession is the
noblest in the world; I except none. Your mission is to save human
life and ameliorate suffering; and when, I would ask, has a real medi-
cal man been known to flinch in his duty, no matter how appalling the
surroundings ? In spite of this, and of the fact that the profession of
medicine is that of gentlemen in every sense of the word, yet the sur-
geon does not hold his proper position in the Navy; and, therefore,
when you are asked to join the service, I Fve you the same advice
Pundh gave to those about to marry-Don't.'
" These remarks," says The Navy, " were received throughout with

applause; and no doubt the advice of Captain Bedford Pim will not be
neglected. Our own views with regard to the position of naval sur-
geons have been fully set forth in Nos. 3 and 4, pages 41, 51.2, of The
Navy; but the time even yet seems scarcely propitious for reform in
this direction, or, indeed, in any other, if we may judge by the barren
results of the last session."

ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE.
AT the Liverpool assizes, on September i8th, a case of alleged negli-
gence was brought before Mr. Justice Archibald and a special jury.
The defendant Dr. Gcorge C. Rigby, was a surgeon of Chorley, was
sued for damages laid at ,i,ooo for negligence in the treatment of a
broken arm, in consequence of which dry gangrene had set in, and the
limb became mortified, and had eventually to be amputated. The
plaintiff, a child, sued by her father. A great deal of contradictory
evidence was given on both sides. The balance of the medical evidence
appeared strongly to preponderate in favour of Dr. Rigby. The jury
gave a verdict against him for Z15o. The judge, however, stayed
execution until November, in order to give the defendant opportunity
for a new trial.

THE LATE DR. ANSTIE.
AT a meeting of the Committee of the Hospital Out-patient Reform
Association, held on Tuesday evening, at 27, George Street, Ilanover
Square, it was proposed by Dr. Alfred AMeadows, seconded by Dr.
Joseph Rogers, and unanimously resolved: " That this committee,
having heard with unfeigned regret of the premature death of Dr. Anstie,
desires to express its deep sense of the loss which the profession has
thereby sustained, especially as regards the cause of medical reform, in
which he was an earnest and able worker. The committee remembers
with gratitude his efforts on behalf of the objects of this association,
and appeals with confidence to the members of the association in behalf
of the MIemorial Fund now being raised to perpetuate the mcmory of
one who for eamestness of purpose, integrity, and straightforwardness,
was a bright example to all who are interested in the cause of medical
relief." Mr. H. Nelson Hardy, honorary secrctary, proposed that a
circular letter embodying the above sentiments should be sent to each
member of the association. This was seconded by Dr. James Davison,
and carried unanimous!y.

Rome. The main streets are being tunnelled for the convenience of
water and gas-pipes, and beneath is the great main sewer of the city.
Stanation seems everywhere to have given place to life, and health.
streams run in every direction." Having been informed that Rome
was second of Italian cities in the bills of mortality, Mr. Cook obtained
from the Government Office of Health, by the intervention of a friend,
the returns of six weeks' mortality, from which the following tables
have been constructed.
Annua Death-Rateper I,ooo in Twelve Cities in Eurofe andthe Unitd

States ofAmerica in varin- Weeks int 7uly and August,
Rome extending to Septehmbe 6th, 1874.

Places, and commenc. Popula- Fi,st Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth
ing Dates. tion. Week. Week. Week. Week. Week. Week.

Rome, Aug. 2... 248,307
Naples, July 2ISt 448,33S
Florence, iith... I67,093
Turin, igth ...... 212,644
Venice, i th...... 135,872
Paris, 1oth ......1,851,792
Berlin, I8th ...... 826,34I
Vienna, 24th...... 632,494
Munich, 25th ... 18o,o00
London, 25th . .. .3,400,700
New York, 4th... i,o4o,ooo
Philadelphia, July

4th. .. 674,022

29.0
39.6
38.3
26.5
40.0
22.0
37.0
24.0
36.o
25.0
25.0

25.7
38.3
32.7
25.5
41.7
20.0
50.0
25.0
37.0
25.0
28.0

29.5
37-9
40.8
20.3
32.5
21.0
48.0
20.0
36.o
23.0
40.0

25.0
34.9
32.7
21.3
31.3
22.0
45.0
21.0
37.0
21.0
44.0

31.6
33.8

26.0
21.0
38.0
23.0
29.0
20.0
38.0

27.2

37.0

20.0
32.0
19.0
35.o

15.0 24.0 27.0 30.0 25.0 23.0
Births and Deaths its Aonie in Six [Weeks of 1874, and Corre.rpondii:g

WVeeks of 1873.-PoP?dOtiO, 248,307.
1874. 1873.

Births. Deaths. Births. Deaths.
From July 27th to Aug. 2n(d... 150......I6 1...... 128 .......7;
From Aug. 3rd to Aug. gth... 147 ...... 158 ...... 152 ...... 184
From Aug. ioth to Aug. i6th.. 142. 174...... 137. 173
From Aug.I7thtoAug.23rd.. 145 ...... 143 .... 162 . 134
From Aug. 24th to Aug. 3oth.. 139...... 179....I .... 137
FromAug.3lsttoSept.6th... 134 ...... 167 ...... 120 .-.S153

Totals .. 857 ...... 982......815 ...... 956

Increase ......... 42 26
The first of the above table- is niot complete, and the week;s do not cor-
respond as to dates, the returns being dependent on receipt of returns
from the other cities. Romne is a wveek, a fortnight, or three weeks in
advance of the other Europcan cities, and a month in advance of New
York and Philadelphia. In a few cases, the returns of the last one or
two wveeks are not shown in the official reports; but sufficient is shown
to attest the fact that the mortality of Rome in the hottest months is
below that of any oLher Italian city, except Turin, wlhichi is exception-
ally low. Another feature of interest is, that the deaths in Rome greatly
preponderate in the hospitals. The summary is worthy of note:

Deaths in Deaths in
Hospitals. Residence-.

First week ... 65 ... ... 21
Second week ... 56 32

TIlE SANITARY STATE OF RONE.. Third week . .. ... 71. ... ... 23
MR. THo.NIAS CooK, the well known excursion-agent, writes to the Fourth week ... 68 ... ... 21
Times from Rome in the interest of those persons, medical men and

SFifth week,.66nding.Sete...r... 75 ... 26
others, who are only able to leave England for a holiday in the early Sixth week, ending September 6th ... .31
autumn. Mr. Cook affirms that the greatly improved sanitary condi- 40I I19
tion of Rome renders it a perfectly safe resort for visitors at this season,
and even earlier in the year. He says that " a wonderful change has Thus it is seen that the great preponderance of deaths is in the hospitals,
been effected in the Imperial city, both above and below ,round. Streets while the deaths of the citizens at home are v-ery light in a pcpulation
have been newly paved, all are well swept, and the refuse is daily carted of nearly a quarter of a million. This preponderance of deaths in the
away; the walls of the houses have been cleaned, and cycry year tons hospitals is attributed by Mr. Cook to the habits of the poor and work-
of lime are put on them in the shape of whitewash; new sewers have ing population of Rome, many of whom expose themselvei to the chance
been constructed and old ones opened; even below the dlepth of the of ague and intermittent fever, by sleeping about the streets without
recently excavated floor of the Colosseum a fine sewer has been opened, any shelter from the cold night-air. The writcr of these remarks con-
which had been hidden by accumulations of ages; gas has been lighted cludes by stating that he publishes them " not as a tlheorist, a scientist,
up to add to its influence in the clearing away of noxious vapours; and a statist, or a hygienist, but as a simple observer of facts of ten years'
works of immense magnitude are now in course of construction for accumulation as applied to Rome, and as one earnestly desirous of telling
bringing in unlimited supplies of the best water within thirty miles of 'the truth, and nothing but the truth', in the interest of the public".
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NEW REGULATIONS FOR METROPOLITAN SLAUGHTER-IOUSES.
AT the annual meeting of the Special Sessions for the renewal of
slaughter-house licenses for the Kensington, Hammersmith, and Chel-
sea districts on Thursday last, Dr. Dudfield, Medical Officer, and Mr.
Harding, Clerk to the Vestry, asked that the renewals for the licenses
of the Kensington district should be adjoumned for three months, in
order to give the butchers time to put their premises in proper order.
Ths application, however, was declined. On the Kensington cases
being called, the Vestry Clerk stated that he and the medical officer
had been instructed to oppose the renewal of all licenses in cases where
the premises did not come up to the standard adopted by the Vestry.
These regulations were: I. A slaughter-house should have an indepen-
dent entrance, so that cattle should not have to pass through a house
or shop, and should be a reasonable distance from other buildings. 2.

It should be open to the roof, or at least should have no inhabited
rooms over it. 3. It should be well ventilated and properly lighted,
so that the slaughtering should be done, as it always should be, withelosed
doors. 4. It should have walls and flooring of smooth and unporous

materials, the flooring being laid on concrete. 5. It should be well
drained with glazed stoneware pipes, and the drains should be perma-

nently trapped. 6. It should have attached to it ample and separate

lairs, constructed with a due regard to sanitary and other requirements.
7. It should be effectually separated from any lair, stable, dung-pit,
water-closet, etc.; so that the meat may not be exposed to any offen-
sive effluvia. 8. It should be of adequate size, and should not be used
for any other purpose than that for which it is licensed; and particu-
larly it should not be used as a lair, a stable, or a cart-shed. The ap-

plications for licensing were taken alphabetically, and opposed on the
grounds that the slaughter-houses did not come up to the standard set
fotth in the foregoing rules. The magistrates, however, overruled the
objections, on the ground that the licenses had not been opposed in
former years. It was pointed out, however, that the medical officer had
forwarded his report on the condition of these buildings to the magis-
trates every year; but the bench, whilst admitting that the structural
and other conditions were objectionable, still adhered to their decision,
and renewed the licenses for the ensuing year.

THE PROVIDENT MOVEMENT IN MANCHESTER.

WE are very glad to learn that the necessary guarantee fund for the
proposed establishment of six provident dispensaries in Manchester is
very nearly subscribed. The details of this excellent scheme were

recently described in the Timnes and elsewhere. We understand that
a guarantee fund of £85o a year for three years bas now been sub-
scribed. The total fund required for the purpose has been fixed at

Zi,ooo a year.

prevention of an epidemic, and the first time that the collectors of cus-
toms, revenue cutters, and marine hospital surgeons have acted in entire
harmony with the local quarantine authorities.

SCOTLAND.
MR. WILLIA.MI DITTMAR, Lecturer on Chemistry at Owens College,

Manchester, has been appointed Professor of Chemistry at Anderson's
University, Glasgow, in the place of Mr. Thorpe, appointed Professor
of Chemistry at the Yorkshiire College of Science.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION IN GIASGOW.
WE see with pleasure that Dr. Andrew Fergus has been elected to the
Presidency of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons. Dr. Andrew
Fergus is a member of the British Medical Association. Branches of
the Association have now been formed at Aberdeen, and in Elgin;
and we have already so many members in Glasgow, that we hope the
time is not far distant when they will begin to organise a Branch there,
remembering that professional union is strength in the best sense, and
that even a few dozen men of the stamp of those who belong to our
Association in Glasgow would, if associated, and forming one of the
organised Branches of this great professional brotherhood, exercise an
ethical and scientific influence which is less easily excited by individuals
unassociated. The Association will next year meet on Scottish ground,
on which it has not rested for many years.

SCOTCH UNIVERSITIES.
DR. LYON PLAYFAIR, as the parliamentary representative of Edin-
burglh and St. Andrew's Universities, received on the 2nd instaht, a
deputation who commended to his attention and support the Bill which
has been prepared for the amendment of the Scottish Universities Act.
The two principal provisions contained in this Bill, the deputation
explained, were-first, that the General Councils of Scotch Universities
ought to be empowered to hold special meetings when emergencies
arose; and second, that they should have power to communicate
directly and officially with each other. Dr. Playfair replied that he
agreed with the deputation as to the general principle involved in the
proposed refonn they had brought under his notice.

IRE LAND.
TIlE foundation of a new hospital for Kingstown near Dublin was laid

by Cardinal Cullen on the lst instant.
IN consequence of a very severe outbreak of scarlatina at Enniskillen,

EFFECTS OF THE REGENT'S PARK EXPLOSION. the schools have been closed. Several deaths have been reported.
SEVERAL patients in the Hospital for Diseases of the Nervous System, TilE King and Queen's College of Physicians resumed its usual
which is close to the locality of the accident, have been severely but monthly sittings after the recess, on Friday the 2nd instant. The new
differently affected by the explosion which occurred on Friday morning. buildings for extending the College are progressing favourably and ap-
One young man, an epileptic, who was usu.ally, between his attacks, in proaching completion.
a somewhat imbecilc condition, 'became very violent, taking off his coat
and wishing to fight with the other patients in his ward. Another man, WE regret to learn that Dr. Lombe Atthill, well known in Dublin
suffering from partial paralysis, but without any impairment of intellect, as an obstetric surgeon, has been suffering from an attack of typhoid
was affected with fits of crying, and has ever since been depressed in fever; but we understand that at present he is going on favourably.
spirits. A girl, aged about 15, an epileptic, has become, since the ac-
cident, apparently imbecile. And another patient, a woman suffering THIE WORKING OF THE PUBLIC HIEALTHI ACT IN IRELAND.
from nervousness and debility, was soon after the explosion attacked by

Lanoticedn,the reekbefore last, the issue of the orders of the Iish
diarrhcea and very distressing nausea, and has ever since had a horrible Local Government Board, for the application of the Public Health Act
feeling of dread and depression of mind. in all parts of Ireland, except the towns of Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and

Limerick, for which ordlers have not yet been issued. The local autho-
QUARANTINE IN AMERICA. rities, with few exceptions, have not been slow to carry out the orders

A FACT in connection with the present outbreak of yellow fever in of the Local Government Board, so far as the making of appointments
America is worthy of notice in its bearings as regards the laws of is concerned. The important post of "consulting sanitary officer",
quarantine. It is stated that tle present is the first occasion in the has in most cases been filled up without any public notice that an
history of the General Government of the United States that the appointment was to be made. The local boards seem to have no idea
Treasury Department has made use of all its legal authority for the what the duties to be performed under the Act are; many authorities

-
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seem to think there are no duties to perform, and, accordingly, have
fixed the officers' salaries at nominal amounts. The dispensary medical
officers who are, ec o#,io, sanitary officers under the Act, have had their
salaries fixed, in some places, as low as ZS, and the highest amounts
to £C40fperannum. It is quite manifest that the intention of the local
authorities offering such ludicrously small salaries, is to prevent any
work from being done under the Act, and thereby to follow the well-
known rOle of obstruction often practised by local boards, and which,
'ufortunately is too well known in England. The proceedings at the
South Dublin Union Board of Guardians have attracted special atten-
tion. Under the Act, (section 4, subsection i) when a board of guardians
sits as a "rural sanitaryauthority", the guardians representing anyportion
of the union wholly included in an urban sanitary district are pro-
hibited from talking part in the proceedings. Yet, in spite of this very
distinct provision, two of the urban guardians sat at the board, and
one, a Mr. Burne, took part in the proceedings, especially in that part
concerning the election, and fixing of the salary of the consulting sani-
tary officer; the candidates for the office being Dr. Charles F. Moore,
a well.known and experienced sanitarian, and Dr. Burne, son of the
aforementioned guardian, and, up to the present, unknown to sanitary
science. Dr. Bume, as might have been anticipated-in fact, as was
anticipated-waselected. Such proceedings are not calculated to increase
public confidence in the local administration of sanitary law. We
shall return to this question.

THE LTFFEY NUISANCE AND DUBLIN MAIN DRAINAGE.
LAST week, in noticing the above subject and its connection with
scarlatina, we stated " that thc result is more melancholy vhen it is
remembered that an offer of Sir John Arnott to purify the Liffey with-
out a farthing of expense to the citizens was rejected by the Corpora-
tion of Dublin". We now find that we were not strictly correct in
stating that Sir John Arnott's offer was rejected by the Dublin Corpo-
ration. It was the Dublin Port and Duty Board that rejected the plan,
and for good reason, namely, that the plan (for it appears that it was a
specific plan) of Sir John Arnott would impede the navigation of the
river, and was for many reasons iniapplicable to the case. In fact, all
inquiries, cexcept Sir John's own, agreed in condemning the plan as
impracticalle. Although the Dublin Corporation has not acted satis-
factorily in the matter of the Liffey purification and main drainage, we
should be sorry to charge it with rejecting a valuable and inexpensive
measure which it was impossible either for that or any body to approve
of. In the meantime, the Committee appointed by the citizens to
watch the authorities in the matter, are diligently working, and are
not likely to let the matter rest until next summer, as some appear
to think.

TIIE MEDICAL SESSION IN DUBLIN.
THE Dublin Medical Schools have commenced work by opening their
dissecting-rooms. A considerable number of students have entered their
names, and there is every prospect of a good class this winter. As
the books of the Dublin Schools are not closed until November 25th,
and lectures do not commence until the first of that month, it is pre-
mature to guess concerning the exact number likely to enter upon
their professional studies this winter.

TIlE IMPORTANCE OF RFGISTRATION.
AT a late meeting of the Tullamore Board of Guardians, a matter of
importance to the profession was under consideration. It seems that,
during the absence of the usual dispensary medical officer of the Clara
District, Dr. Eaton was temporarily appointed for three wccks to act
as his substitute. The Local Government Board, however, on being
asked to sanction the payment of this gentleman, refused, as he was

not registered under the Act, and therefore was not entitled legally to
any remuneration. The guardians had no option but to refuse pay-
ment; but the Dispensary Committee seem to have acted very care-

lessly in the matter, as one of the requirements expected from a locurm
tenens is the production of the registration-certificate.

SOCIAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION.

PUBLIC HEALTH SECTION.
IN addition to Dr. Lyon Playfair's address, which is published at pag
455, the following papers were read in this Section.

bIr. DAVID GIBB, Medical Officer to the Monkland Iron Works,
read a paper on The Relative Increase of Wages, of Dmnkenness, and
of Crime during the last five years in the Central Mining Districts of
Scotland. The conclusion which Mr. Gibb based upon the statistics
gathered in certain Scotch mining districts was, that the industrial result
of the unprecedently high rate ofwages obtained for the last two-and-a.
half years, between 1869 and 1873, had been almost wholly disastrous,
while he did not believe that the high wages had done anything what-
ever to reclaim an immoral man.

Dr. ALEXANDER ROBERTSON, physician of the Town's Hospital and
Asylum, Glasgow, read a paper advocating further legislation for perx
sons labouring under Mental Disorders resulting from or characterised
by Excessive Indulgence in Alcoholic Liquors. The Habitual Drunkards
Bill failed to distinguish sufficiently between voluntary intoxication and
that due to a clearly diseased state of the nervous system. Confinement
and abstinence from alcoholic liquors were necessary for the cure of
dipsomania. Beginning with this class, the writer proposed the estab-
lishment of institutions for their treatment by pnvate enterprise, the
Government being expected, after the public confidence had been
gained, to vote public money for their support.

Dr. YELLOWLEIS, of Gartnavel Asylium, read a paper on the
Criminal Responsibility of the Insane.

Dr. ANDREW FERGUS of Glasgow read a paper on the Sewage of
Towns and Disposal of Organic Refuse. He said that the idea thatthe
sewering of towns and the removal of organic refuse must of necessity go
together, was a fallacy that had given rise to much perplexity, and
hindered the right sanitary solution of the sewage problem. The un-
wholesomeness of towns being increased by allowing organic matter to
decompose in their midst, it was of essential importance to remove it
before decomposition took place. Our present system of water-carriage
was quite contrary to the true principles of sanitary science, seeing that
the rainfall and subsoil water, and all kinds of organic and other refuse,
were indiscriminately huddled into the same sewer, and discharged
without any regard to ulterior results into the nearest stream. If our
present system of drainage was to be continued, he thought a change
should be made in the construction of the drains. If the joints remained
tight, they would prevent the soil from being impregnated with the pro-
ducts of decomposition. In order to illustrate how little effect trapping
had in preventing sewer-gases from passing into house-drains, he
exhibited a number of decayed lead soil-pipes thoroughly corroded.
As this action usually took place in the upper side of the pipe, and
more particularly at bends, and always from the inside, he had been
forced to the conclusion that it was caused by sewer-gases, and this
view was supported by the result of chemical analysis. Flushing did
not do much good in a sanitary point of view. The best drains were
covered in their interior under surface with a deposit more or less deep,
which materially retarded the flow; and, as decomposition actually did
take place, it must either be that the flow of sewage was slower than
might be supposed, or some decomposing matter alreadly present acted
as a ferment. The system of water-carriage for organic refuse produced
serious evils. When the fieces and urinle were kept separate they de-
composed slowly, but when they were mixed decomposition went on
more rapidly, and narrow sewers and cesspools were really ingenious
laboratories for the production of sewer-gas. This not only diminished
the oxygen in the air of towns, but charged it with poisons. A putrid
carbo-ammoniacal vapour was produced which acted either generally,
by lowering the healEh, or specifically, by the production of disease.
Few weeks passed without an account in some of our medical journals
of outbreaks of typhoid fever from impurity, sometimes in water, some-
times in air. Was there any remedy ? He believed there was. The
natural course was to return the excreta to the earth ; but it was diffi.
cult to apply an earth-system in towns, and therefore some other system
must be adopted. The first point was to keep the excretory matter
separate from the rainfall, and treat it immediately. Numerous methods
had been proposed to effect this. If it were true that organic poison,
producing disease, might pass from sewage; if it were true that cholera,
diarrhcea, diphtheria, and typhoid fever were traceable to the recep-
tion into our systems, by air and water, the results of the decomposi-
tion of excreta; if it was true that these diseases, and others from
the same cause, swelled our death-rate, and carried off some of the
most valuable of our population; then the only true sanitary solution
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of our difficulties was that all excreta should either be returned to the i

earth or subjected to chemical action, rendering decomposition im- X
possible. If a tithe of the time, and one-thousandth part of the money, I
that bad been devoted to water-carriage had been spent in investiga- I
tions in- this direction, the problem of the sewage question would have i
been solved long ago. I
Mr. BALDWV1N LATHAM, C.E., read a paper on the Sewerage of

Towns. So far as the drainage of a town was concerned, three things
were necessary in order to secure the health of the inhabitants-first,
the effectual drainage of its surface; second, the drainage of the sub.
soil; and, third, the means of conveying away the polluted water.
The object of his paper was to show the necessity of procuring water
in abundance for all our large towns. After the water was procured, it
must subserve all the purposes of remov'ing the alvine discharges of
the population as well as all the liquid r-efiuse from slaughter-houses
and manufactories. The dry system of collecting the alvine dis-
charges had never been shown to be remunerative ; the liquid portion
of the sewage had also to be dealt with, and it was as difficult to purify
that portion as if it contained alvine discharges. Towns which adopted
the two systems had a double expense to incur-the expense of purify-
ing the sewage and the expense of removing the fecal matter. It ap-
peared to be the idea of some that the standard of purity for all rivers
should be assimilated. This would be radically wrong in principle, and
would inflict hardships on many communities. There were many points
of gradation which ought to be observed in different circumstances, and
in many cases it would be found more economical to discharge directly
into the sea than to attempt to purify rivers up to a certain standard
at different points. In his opinion there was no process equal to irri-
gation for purifying all kinds of sewage.-Mr. HOLLAtND did not
believe that there had been a large increase of diarrhceal disease since
the introduction of water-closets. On the other hand, he contended
that diarrhceal disease had diminished with the introduction of that
system and of a good water-supply. The great cause of an unusual
prevalence of diarthera was the presence of excremental matter in the
neighbourhood of houses.-Dr. STEVENSON MACADAM, of Edinburgh,
speaking of the sewage question, said, in regard to the method of
purifying sewers, if they continued the use of them, there could be no
doubt there ought to be flushing stations in towns. In respect to the
question brought forward by Mr. Hlolland, that the introduction of the
water-closet system had not done much harm, he had nio doubt his
friend forgot at the time that much of the water-supply taken from wells
in villages had been completely destroyed by the water-closet system.
Of course that was done by not carrying out at the same time a proper
system of drainage. He was inclined to believe that the water-closet
system was a bad one, and that it had been carried out far to exten-
sively.-MIr. WVi. SILLAR advocated the "I A B C" process for purify-
ing the sewage.-Captain LIERNUR explained his pneumatic system,
and gave an account of the work he had executed in Holland, where
his sewage system had been adopted in several towns. - Mr.
WVANKLYN, of London, said the conclusion to which he had come after
much consideration, was that there was no way of disposing of excreta
so easily and with so little inmmediate disadvantage to themselves as the
water-closet system. - The discussion was continued by Dr. BOND,
Medical Officcr of Ilealth, Gloucester, and MIr. W. R. WV. SMITH,
of Glasgow, the latter of whom said Captain Liernur's system hat
been wotking in Glasgow for two or three years with the addition of
a little water on Hoey's plan, and the closets which had been fitted up
had given satisfactioni. lIe held that it was impossible to treat the
sewage of Glasgow by irrigation.- Mr. ED. C. STANFORD looked upoII
irrigation not as an advance, but as a retrogression. Captain Liernur's
system and the carbon system were advances.-NIr. HoPE, of Barking,
corroborated what Dr. Fergus had said with regard to lead-pipes ; but
because lcad -pipes were bad, it did not follow that water-closets were
bad.

Mlajor-General IT. Y. D. SCOTT, C.B., contributed a paper on
Legislation for the Restraint of River Pollution. In bringing the sub-
ject before the Department, he made use as far as possible of the
reports of Royal Conmmissions upon it. In these reports municipal
authorities would find: z. That " a great and manifcst good" will be
effected, and " the chief part of the nuisanec arising from the discharge
of sewage into rivers and streams may be obviated by simply arresting
the solid matter in suspension in the liquid". 2. That in the removal
of the solids "even the slightest risk of nuisance may be entirely
obviated", and the condition of the effluent much improved, by the
adoption of a process of precipitation. 3. That these objects can be
secured " consistenttly with a fair expenditure of money falling on those
who ought in justice to bear it", and at a cost " such as town popula-
tions may reasonably be called upon to meet." 4. That towns which
are intending to resort to irrigation and intermittent downward filtration

will, by the adoption of a precipitating process, puriry the sewage on
a much smaller area. 5. That sewage-irrigation cannot be carried out
from the utilisation point of view without storage tanks; and that the
liquid is, in the generality of cases, preferred by the farmer when freed
from solids and slimy compounds. It then becomes difficult for towns
to show just cause why they should not be peremptorily and at once
restrained from the further contamination of rivers by the sedimentary
matters of sewage. In conclusion, he asked the question-Since the
simple measures recommended by the Royal Commissione-s will
"greatlyrmitigate the existingevils"-he used their own words-"practi-
cally rid us of the danger and nuisance of town sewage", might they not
reasonably hope that a Ministry which had promised sanitary legisla-
tion would listen to an urgent appeal to have these measures enforced ?
There would he no necessity that legislation should altogether stop at
this point. When all the offending towns in the country had been
compelled to comply with a low standard of purity, a higher onie might
be attempted with some chance of success. To insist upon absolute or
nearly perfect purity now would end in leaving matters as they are.
BAILIE MORRISON, Chairman of the Committee of Managemnent of

the Glasgow Improvement Trust, contributed a paper on the High
rate of Mortality in Glasgow, with Observations on the measures taken
by the Municipal Authorities to reduce the same, under " The Glasgow
Improvements Act, I866", and other public acts. The high death-
rate in Glasgow was simply from a varrety of causes: (0) the character
and occupation of the population; (2) the impurity of the atmosphere;
(3) density of population and overcrowding ; and (4) infant mortality.
In i865, what might be designated "Ancient Glasgow" covered as
area of about 88 acres in the centre of the city, where a population of
51,304 was packed together at the average rate of 583 persons to the
acre, in upwards of to,ooo houses, the walls of which were permeated with
disease. The population of thewhole city in I865 was 423,723, so that
fully 12 per cent. occupied houses, in every sense of the word, unfit for
human habitation, rapidly spreading moral and physical deterioration.
T'he death-rate over the whole city was, as mighlt be expected, 32.8 to the
wooo, which increased in 1869 to 34 to I000, and the average death-
rate of the 8S acres specially alluded to was 38.64 to iooo. These
fig,ures still, however, failed to convey an adequate idea of the rapidly-
increasing over-density. The Improvement Scheme comprised 4o
acres, in the worst of which, and in portions of the oLhers, the popiu-
lation was housed at the rate of iooo to the acre, or 640,ooo to
the square mile. In these plague-spots and fever-dens the death-rate
was as higlh as 52.21 to iow in x865. In i87o, before demolition
commenced, it rose to 70 it, wooo. The changes to be effected by the
operations of the Improvement Trust would extend over a period of
probably not less than 20 or 25 years. Although the time was limited
during which the trustees must either acquire the property or serve
notice of their intenition to do so, there was no limitation as to the
period of reconstruction, which coald only be proceeded with gra(lually.
Very great discretion wvas needed to prevent nieedless sacrifice of revenue
by too extensive demolition at one time. The gradual displacement
of the population had been successfully accomplished up to the present
time, and no case of i,idividual hardship was known. After pointing
out that the operations of the Inproveinent Trust had contributed to
the diminution of crime, and giving examples of the efficacy of the
operations in controlling epidemic disease, the author observed that, as
a precautioniary measure for curtailing the ravages of epidetnics, the
destruction of houses unifit for human habitation, and spi-ead of popula.
tion, was not only one of the best, but appeared to him to be inl the
end the cheapest of all remedies. The general powers conferr-ed by the
Legislature on municipal and local authorities might, with great pro.
priety, be extended, cspecially the privilege of compulsory purclhase of
properties, the removal of which would tend to control the spread of
epidemics, or which, in the opinion of the medical officer of health,
were permanently unhealthy. lie was further inclined to advocate that
municipal and local authorities might be allowed, should they deem it
necessary, to erect buildings of a better class in lieu of those removed,
where needed to accomnmodate the population diipo3sessed-such a
clause being permissive, and not compulsory. In Glasgow, 3085 houses
had been demolished by the City limprovement Trustees, disptacing an
estimated population of 15,425; to provide for which, and the natural
growth of the city, 26,974 houses had been erected withill the munici-
pal boundaries, from 1gth June, i866, tO 31st August, I874, which
were estimated to accommodate 133,970. This did not include the
numerous buildings in the immediate outskirts of the city.
The Rev. R. J. SIMIPSON also read a paper on the same subject.

There could be nio doubt that, at this advanced stage of civilisation,
and in Great Britain, there were at this moment thousands of the labour-
ing poor inhabiting, or rather herding in dwellings scarcely fit for "the
beasts that perish'. Such a state of things, found especialy in our large
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and thickly-populated towns, was dangerous to public health, and a

serious impediment to the progress of morality. No more prolific causes

of drunkenniess were to be found than a foul dwelling and its almost in-
variable concomitant, a comfortless home. Suitable dwellings for the

poor could not be provided either by individual or associated enterprise,
without the assistance of special powers of sale and purchase. There
must be compulsory powers to deal with the powerful and well-com-

pacted phalanx of grasping landlords, or their more grasping middle-
men. Government aid must come to the help of the weak against the
mighty ; there must be an authority high above all party, local or

otherwise, superior to all jobbery. There must be powers, at least in
all the large towns, analogous to that which had been called into action
in Glasgow, Edinburgh, and at Dundee. In concluding, Mr. Simpson
claimed special attention to the following four points in providing
dwellings for the labouring poor.-(i) Let thembe as convenient, or

-to use their own expressive term-as "handy" as possible to the

work of the people; (2) Let them not be too much congregated into
one faubourg or quarter, objectionable alike on social and on political
grounds; (3) Let there be, if possible, in the buildings, orhard by, a

good washliouse and a "crhece" or "infant nursery", in which to tend
and guard the infants during the parent's absence at work, and thus
enable the elder children to go to school; and (4) Let there be, if it
can at all be secured, a playground or vacant space, where the children
can play without the probability of being run over by a butcher's cart

or contaminated by the lowest company of the streets.-Mr. EDWIN
CHADWICK said the example set in Glasgow was one that ought to be
watched with great attention for imitation in London, Liverpool, Man-
chester, and other towns.-Dr. GAIRDNER of Glasgow said he was per-

fectly satisfied that the function of the authorities was mainly to destroy.
What they had got to do was to pull the rotten teeth, to destroy what was

irremediable, for until the dens were removed they could not expect an

improved class of houses. This process of destruction had been getting a
bad name recentlv ; but destruction, done upon sanitary principles,
beginning with the worst of these buildings, which could not be
allowed to remain upon any sanitary principle whatever, was the only

process by which reconstruction in an effective sense could be ulti-

mately accomplished ; and if that were effectually done, the work of

reconstruction could to a large extent be left to private enterprise.-
Dr. SHRIMPION gave an account of the Shaftesbury Park Estate
dwellings, where the working men were so comfortable in their homes
that they did not require to go to the public-house. Indeed, they
would not have a public-house on the estate; and altogetber the scheme
had been a commercial success. In afterwards speaking to the general

question relating to woiking men's dwellings, Dr. Shrimpton said the

element about which we must be most careful was ventilation.
-Mr. WM. BOTLY said that in agricultural districts he had found
an immense want of cottages, as well as in the cities and towns.

-Mr. Tiios. BINNIE, of Glasgow, had engaged in the erection of

working men's houses in Glasgow as a commercial speculation. He
thought it was necessary, by some legislation, to prohibit the construc-

tion of pestilential plague-spots.-Dr. LYON PLAYFAIR (president)
remarked that Bailie Morrison had shown how entirely necessary it

was for the Corporation to proceed as they had done in the total de-
struction of the property. By the operations of the Corporation the
physical and also the moral atmosphere of the city had been enor-

mously improved. No tax would be found so productive and so

economical as that which was necessary, by the large expenditure
incurred to root out the evils, and by destruction produce construction,
which was answering the purpose admirably in the improved class of
dwellings for the poor which were being provided. -Mr. W. R. W.

SMITH, while acknowledging the improvements effected by the opera-

tions of the Corporation, said it was only a half measure. If they were

to have good houses built in lieu of bad ones, they must get Parliament

to give municipalities more power over the surrouridiing land. The

only course they could follow in reference to how they should get

health in workmen's buildings was to awaken Parliament to the fact
that "the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof", and that man-

kind, womankind, and childkind must have room enough to breathe,
"live, move, and have their being".
The Rev. Dr. J. ELDER CUMMING, of Glasgow, contributed a paper

on The Neglect of Infants in large towns, with some remarks on the

Crieche System. In the course of the paper he said the neglect of
infants, arising from employment of mothers, told on them in health
and also in sickness. In health, they were neglected first by the nurses

to whom they were entrusted. Old women were in the act of drugging
the infants, to keep them quiet and asleep. The extent to which this
went on in a large town was not generally known, and he had reason

to believe that some of the monthly nurses among the rich were not

guiltless of the same habit. The last instance of neglect of infants in

health that he mentioned was the improper and insufficient food which
was given them. he neglect of infants when ill-was of the grossest
kind. Instances of this he explained, and then gave an account of the
crrche system. He stated that he was not an advocate for having a

large cr?che of fifty or sixty children. A number of small institutions,
taking up district after district, would seem better fitted to meet the
evils complained of. The advantages which could be fairly claimed for
the system were:-For the infants themselves, good and suitable food,
sufficient warmth, shelter, and ventilation, constant cleanliness and
medical care; and for the mothers, the effect had come to be that,
accustomed to see their children in a state entirely different from what

they ever knew before, they made afterwards an effort to keep them so;
and for the public at large, it might be hoped that an extension of the
system would gradually lead to a great decrease of infantile mortality,
and the rapid and decided improvement in the bodily condition and
health of the children who were spared.

Mr. F. FULLER read a paper On our paramount Duty to provide
Wholesome and Pure Recreation and Amusement for the People, and
the Dire Results and Dangers which attend Neglect of It. In conclLh-
sion, he said, "I will tell you what you must do. You must teach the
people how to play, you must give them a taste for good and beneficial
play, and you must increase their facilities for enjoying it. You must

give them a distaste for mean, vicious, and debasing play, and you must
diminish the inducements and temptations to it."

OWENS COLLEGE MEDICAL SCHOOL.

WE publish in another coluLmn Professor Huxley's address, delivered
at the distribution of prizes to the successful medical students in con,
nection with Owens college, on the occasion of the opening of the
medical school which has recently been added to the institution.
We ai-e indebted to a local journal for the following account of this

institution ; and it will be considered by all our associates as one of
the most satisfactory signs of the times, and an important proof of the
progress of decentralisation, and the power and vitality of independen-t
local exertion, that it can be said of a provincial medical school that it
yields to none, and probably surpasses any metropolitan school in the
completeness of its appliances, and the fulness of its capacity for afford-
ing high scientific instruction.

The medical department is situate on the north-western portion of
the land belonging to the College, and faces Coupland Street. The
plans were prepared by iIr. Alfred Waterhouse, and they have been
successfully carried out. The buildings consist essentially of two large
lecture theatres-one adapted for anatomical and physiological lectures,
and the other for lectures on medicine and surgery. The benches in
the anatomical theatre are made in the well-known horse-shoe shape,
so that the students can always have a good sight of the preparations
on the lecturer's table below. The anatomical theatre has sitting
accommodation for two hundred and forty students, and the medical
theatre for about a hundred and fifty. Both theatres are well lighted,
and a large sun-burner throws its rays upon the lecturer's table. Stridt
attention lhas been paid to the ventilation of the theatres. Above the
lecture theatres, which form the front of the building, is the dissecting-
room, which, we believe, is the most perfect, so far as space, ventilation,
and general fittings are concerned, in the United Kingdom. It is
seventy-seven feet long by thirty-two feet wide, and the manner in
wlhich it is fitted up and furnished will certainly surprise the medical
gentlemen who visit it, its arrangement being far superior to any room

of the same kind that we have seen. There is a hoist, runiiiigc the
whole height of the building, for the purpose of raising the subjects,
preparations, aRd specimens from the ground-floor to the dissecting-
room. The floor of the room has been constructed by the Val de
Travers Company, an important advantage of the flooring being that it
can be very easily cleansed. The anatomical departmnent is also very

complete in its other arrangements, especially as regards the private
rooms of the professors (Dr. Morrison Watson) and the demonstrator
(Mr. Perrin). The next department which attracts attention is that in
which Professor Gamgee, Brackenbury professor of Practical Physiology,
will preside. The fittings of this department are not equalled in com-
pleteness by any other in this country, and it reminds those who have
visited them of the splendid Government establishments of the same

character for which Germany is renowned. The students' physiological
library is a fine room, forty-one feet long by thirty-two feet wide. It
is well lighted from all the four sides, and fitted in the most complete
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manner with benches and tables for the use of the students working
both in experimental physiology and microscopic histology. This
department is complete in every respect. An important circumstance
in connection with this department-now that the medical boards of ex-
aminers are every day requiring more practical knowledge on the part of
the students-is the fact that the professors of anatomy and physiology
and the demonstrators of anatomy of the Owens College medical school
have to devote their whole time and energies to their respective subjects,
and cannot practise as medical men. This, we are informed, is an
unparalleled circumstance, not excepting the best schools of London,
Edinburgh, and Dublin. The museum is on a most extensive scale,
and, when complete, will be one of the greatest ornaments of the
school. It is not yet furnished, however. The room is fifty feet long,
and thirty-two feet wide. The library, a very important department
of the school, is a large and lofty room, and very well lighted. We
understand that in a short time the shelves of the library will contain
the very valuable library of medical works belonging to the Manchester
Medical Society, which is the finest medical library in the provinces,
and the students will have the benefit of it. The members of the
Medical Society obtain the privilege of holding their meetings in the
library. At present, the building is not seen to advantage, being from
some points shut out from view by some old buildings: these, however,
will shortly be removed, and the medical school of Owens College will
then form part of the quadrangle of the noble structure.

THE EXPLOSION IN REGENT'S PARK.

AMONG the unfortunate sufferers from the recent explosion were the
inmates of the Hospital for Diseases of the Nervous System.

Notwithstanding that a number of patients were asleep in the front
rooms, and almost in an instant found their beds covered with showers of
glass-splinters, no bruise nor any injury whatever was inflicted upon
them. In the back and side-rooms much less destruction took place. The
patients who were at the time of the explosion resident in the hospital,
were suffering from epilepsy, hemiplegia, and other forms of cerebral and
spinal disease. There were altogether seventeen of them, a number of
others having been discharged during the vacation. Of these seventeen,
in only two a decidedly prejudicial inifluence has manifested itself. One
of these is a woman under the care of Dr. MIeryon, suffering from a
profound hysterical disturbance of the nervous system, combined with
epileptiform seizures. This patient was at first quite still and depressed,
and continued so for twenty-four hours, but afterwards became exceed-
ingly violent, and had to be held by three people. She has since been
sent to a lunatic asylum. A girl, aged 14, suffering from epilepsy,
under the care of the same physician, has been in a state of stupor since
the explosion. She did not answer questions, refused food, and kept
staring at the ceiling in a state of utter bewilderment. At the time of
writing (Wednesday afternoon) the stupor is less; she has taken food,
and she hesitatingly answers questions when they are repeated twvo or
three times.
Two children, under the care of Dr. Althaus, one of whom, a boy

aged 4 years, suffers from the effects of an attack of cerebral haemor-
rhage, and the other, a girl aged 13, from a congenital semi-paralytic
condition of all four extremities, owing to imperfect development of the
cerebro-spinal nervous centre, were excessively frightened, but received
no proximate or subsequent injury. A woman, suffering from partial
paralysis, under the care of Dr. Lockhart Clarke, has complained of
her memory being much affected by the shock. The matron and ser-
vants of the institution received no injury whatever.
On prescribing for his out-patients on Monday afternoon, Dr. Althaus

noticed that a number of those who reside in the neighbourhood of the
hospital, and even a few who live at a distance, as at Highbury, had
their symptoms considerably aggravated. The most striking case of
this kind was one of paralysis agitans. This patient had been improving,
but ever since the explosion the shaking had increased to a most fear-
ful extent, and what had remained of voluntary power, more especially
in the upper extremities, appeared to be almost completely annihilated.

BEQUESTS.-Under the will of the late Mr. Bryce Allen, the follow-
ing bequests, among others, were made:-To the Liverpool Northern
Hospital and the Liverpool Seamen's Orphanage, £500 each; to the
Liverpool Southern Hospital, the training-ship Indefatigable, or the
ship for the time being stationed at Liverpool in substitution thereof,
the Liverpool Medical Mission, and the Liverpool Town Mission, £300
each; and to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, £200.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
MANCHESTER.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
DR. GAMGER, Brackenbury Professor of Physiology at Owens Col-
lege, has been appointed Assistant-Physician to the Children's Hos-
pital, Pendlebury, near Manchester. The vacancy occurred through
the resignation of Dr. Gwyther, who had held the post for some years.
Dr. Gamgee will have charge of the general medical cases; Dr. Bor-
chardt, the physician to the institution, taking the fever-ward.
Much has been written of late concerning the fever-accommodation

in the city. Mr. Leigh, the medical officer of health, contending that
it is quite inadequate for the requirements of the place, recommends
that central receiving stations should be established for the isolation of
contagious febrile disorders. There is, however, at the Children's
Hospital, a ward of twenty-eight beds devoted entirely to fevers; be-
sides the new large and commodious building at Monsal, under the
management of the Infirmary Board; not to mention the fever-wards at
the workhouse. Mr. Leigh objects to the Children's Hospital on the
score of distance, and to the hospital at Mlonsal owing to its being
chiefly available for adults. However, it would be as well to make use
of the existing room before a cry is raised of its being insufficient.
An important special meeting of the members of the Medical Society

was held on September i6th, to consider the advisability of transferring
their quarters from the Royal Institution to a room offered by the
Council of Owens College. The advantages of such a transfer were
placed before the meeting by Dr. Borchardt, and it was finally unani-
mously agreed that the necessary steps should be taken.
The city has lost a much respected practitioner in the death of Dr.

Fletcher. Although actively pursuing the duties pertaining to his prac-
tice to the day of his death, he was known to suffer from emphysema
of the lungs, with occasional severe attacks of asthma. He died some-
what suddenly, in the presence of his family. A certificate of death
was signed by a physician and an old friend of the deceased, yet the
coroner held an inquest. No post mor,tem examination was deemed
necessary, and the jurymen returned the usual verdict of " Death from
natural causes". Surely the relatives and friends of Dr. Fletcher ought
to have been spared this unnecessary intrusion; the coroner is not
enhancing the value of his office by such inquests as these. Dr.
Fletcher, besides being Medical Officer to the City Gaol, was Surgeon
to the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway, and to the A
and B Divisions of Police.

CONSTANTINOPLE.
[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.]

The Health ofDazmascus.-Benghasi. -The Faminte in Asia Minor.
IN my last letter, I spoke of the very unsatisfactory condition of the
public health of Damascus; the fever, which was at first localised to
the city and suburbs, has now, I am sorry to say, extended itself to the
surrounding villages. It seems that the leading symptoms of the same
are intense pyrexia, frontal cephalalgia, slight delirium, exhaustion,
and rapid emaciation, accompanied by considerable biliary disturbance,
and not attended, as a rule, by a fatal result ; though I hear, on good
authority, that the inhabitants of the Moslem quarter of the city
are dying at the rate of forty a day, which is quite sufficient to stamp
the character of the epidemic as being of a very grave type. Many of
the European community are sick, and already several deaths have
occurred amongst them. It is to be sincerely hoped that the disease
will not spread amongst the agriculturists, and so prevent the ingather-
ing of the crops, which are now ready for husbanding, and so bring the
calamity of famine, accompanied by all its train of concomitant evils,
upon us.
Up to the present time, we have heard nothing fresh from Benghasi

concerning the late outbreak of plague, and every one here is looking
forward with great anxiety for further news.
A mixed commission, composed of one medical and two military

officers, accompanied by a Secretary, have left Constantinople for Asia
Minor, to report fully upon the working of the central relief committee,
at present sitting under the presidency of Sa'abdoullah Bey, as to the
best means of supplying relief to the famine-stricken population of
Angora and Kastamboul.
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