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GMSC: more practice expenses evidence for Review Body

At its meeting on 20 September the chairman,
Dr R A Keable-Elliott, reported on important
GMS events since the last meeting. A report
on the committee's debates on mandatory
vocational training and the Royal Commission
will be published in a future issue.

Practice expenses

Additional evidence for a further increase
in the level of indirectly reimbursed practice
expenses for the current financial year was,
he said, being prepared for the Review Body.
The submission of the evidence might need
to be delayed until the end of the year so that
accurate information could be obtained about
increases in ancillary staff pay as the result of
the removal of restrictions from 1 June 1979.
The Review Body Evidence Committee had
held its first meeting to discuss its approach
to evidence for the 1980 pay review, which it
will be submitting in January 1980. It agreed
that the DHSS should be urged to go ahead
with the joint survey of the work load of
clinical members of district management
teams. Discussions are to be held with the
Review Body on its method of working.

Trainees' salaries

There had been a further delay in imple-
menting the new salary structure for trainee
GPs. They had been awarded an additional
15% to take account of the loss of UMTs
when they moved from the hospital to the
general practice part of their training. The
stumbling block was whether the 15% to
basic salary should be superannuable. The
negotiators' superannuation experts had ad-
vised that for most trainees, who pursue a
career in general practice, the ultimate pension

Honour for Sir James
Cameron

W~~~~~~~~~~

At its meeting on 20 September the GMSC
decided unanimously to recommend to the
Representative Body that Sir James Cameron
should become a life honorary member of the
GMSC.

would not be affected if the addition was not
superannuable. This is because a GP with
less than 10 years of "officer"-that is,
salaried-service would have this service
counted as that of a GP, and his superannuation
would be calculated on an advantageous
notional income for that period. So it has been
accepted that the supplement will not be
superannuable and Dr Keable-Elliott said
that he hoped that the appropriate circular
would be issued to FPCs shortly. The award
will, of course, be backdated to 1 April.

Michael Lowe-GMSC secretary

The chairman presented a cheque to Mr
Michael Lowe, BMA under secretary, who is
moving to the hospital section after 151 years
with the GMSC. Mr Lowe has worked in the
GMSC team since he joined the BMA and
has been its secretary for three years.

The chairman also reported that:

* The DHSS had agreed a new consolidated
graduated scale for dispensing doctors; when
added to the on cost from the expected
increase in the net ingredient cost this should
produce an increase in net dispensing re-
muneration of 17-3%; the Review Body had
recommended this increase from 1 April 1979.

* The negotiators were examining ways in
which the LMC Conference resolution that a
specific period of registration as one of the
criteria for seniority payments should be
abolished could be phased in so that the
proportion of the Review Body award applied
to this part of remuneration would not be
excessive.

* The DHSS had been asked for a written
statement of its attempts to improve primary
health care in conurbations and the negotiators
will set out practical proposals for alleviating
the problems of inner city areas.

* Private Patients Plan intended to extend its
direct settlement service with hospitals from
5 October; so far 35 NHS, 35 independent,
and 30 Nuffield hospitals had agreed to the
arrangements.

* The dentists had reached an agreement
with the DHSS for the introduction of an
emergency dental service.

National Insurance certification

The LMC Conference this year resolved:
"That Social Security certificates for

periods of incapacity of three days or less be
abolished with effect from 1 January 1980";
and
"That in view of the unsatisfactory progress

of discussions relating to certification, this
conference requests the GMSC to advise all
GPs that national insurance certificates should
not be provided by GPs free of charge."

These had been discussed at an exploratory
meeting with the DHSS. So far as certification
for three days or less was concerned, Dr

Keable-Elliott said that the Department was
sympathetic to GPs' problems. He understood
that the Government would shortly be making
proposals which, if implemented, would ease
the burden of short-term certification. On
payments for certificates various alternatives
for implementation were discussed and the
Department has agreed to consider them.
The negotiators have also discussed the

steps which could be taken to reduce list
sizes, with the aim of achieving an average list
of 1700, without any reduction in average
income.

GMSC's December guest

Dr Ge-rard Vaughan, Minister of State for
Health, has accepted an invitation to attend
the December meeting of the General Medical
Services Committee. The committee hopes
that the Government's consultation document
on its reactions to the Royal Commission on
the NHS will be available so that Dr Vaughan
will be able to comment on it and answer
questions.

Life assurance reports

Increased fees

The BMA has reached agreement with
the Life Offices' Association for the
following increases in the fees for life
assurance medical reports with effect
from 1 October 1979:

Ordinary form of report
(where proposed sum
assured exceeds £2000) £L13

Short form of report
(where proposed sum
assured does not exceed
£2000) *. .. .. £8

Report without medical
examination .. .. .. £6-50

A milage allowance of 16-4p per mile
will be paid where applicable.
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