
506 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 12 AUGUST 1978

emeritus which gives access to certain
facilities such as medical libraries, academic
functions, etc [there are no such facilities at
the hospital in question] but not to clinical
facilities."

I would be grateful if you would give this
extraordinary distinction some publicity as
neither I nor any of my medical acquaintances
have ever heard of an "emeritus" appointment
outside the academic field and I hope that
someone (preferably one high up in the
Department of Health and Social Security)
will write authoritatively on the position of
retired consultants and whether it should
vary from area to area. "Honorary" or
"emeritus," it costs the authority absolutely
nothing at all and one cannot help but question
the motives of bureaucrats who make such
ridiculous decisions.

S T H JENKINS
Aberystwyth, Dyfed

Private day cases and outpatient
diagnostic services

SIR,-As a radiologist I am amazed at the
apparent complacency of the BMA over the
Health Services Board's proposal to withdraw
private outpatient facilities from NHS
hospitals.
The BMA has recently negotiated a new

contract for consultants with the Department
of Health, and one of the fundamental parts of
this contract was the freedom for all con-
sultants to do what they wished when not
employed on NHS duties. Having negotiated
this freedom, the Association now appears to
be prepared to sit back and let the Department
remove from us the means by which we can
exercise this freedom. This will not only
affect all radiologists and other consultants
in service specialties who are at present in
post but will deny all future consultants the
opportunity to exercise their freedom.

If radiology is a shortage specialty just
now, I shudder to think what it will be like
after this piece of iniquitous legislation is
passed.

J F DYET
X-ray Department,
Hull Royal Infirmary,
Hull, Humberside

***The Secretary writes: "The activities of
the Health Services Board are being closely
monitored by the BMA, although, as the
board is operating under an Act of Parliament,
the scope for taking action is limited. I would,
however, draw Dr Dyet's attention to the
recent letters from Mr D E Bolt (1 July, p 60;
5 August, p 436) and to Mr A H Grabham's
remarks at the Senior Hospital Staffs Con-
ference (8 July, p 148)."-ED, BM7.

Reporting conference proceedings

SIR,-I hope that you vill permit me to
draw attention to two significant features-
one of the Conference of Local Medical
Committees, the other the Annual Repre-
sentative Meeting-to which you make no
reference in your selective accounts of the
proceedings.

Firstly, the rejection by the conference of
the advice from the General Medical Services
Committee to accept the form of licence
devised for general practitioners operating
from health centres. To reply to this debate
in the teeth of the 20-minute dissertation

from the solicitor to the Association was a
formidable task, but Dr Morgan Williams
surpassed himself and secured overwhelming
support for the retention of the policy to
secure lease agreements.

Secondly, in reporting the ARM debate
concerning a "register of suspicion" for
cases of non-accidental injury to children
(29 July, p 372) you omitted to record the
Chairman's categorical declaration that a
quorum of representatives was not present
at the end of this debate. The fact that, in
response to his subsequent request, the
question which had evoked his declaration
was withdrawn should not have invalidated
his earlier decision. Backed by the evidence
recorded by your own reporter to prove this
assertion I challenge the validity of the claim
that the motion pressing for legislation in this
matter "was carried."

RAY OUTWIN
Doncaster

***A report on the health centre debate was
published last week, p 452.
The official reporter's transcript of the

incident referred to by Dr Outwin reads as
follows: "Dr G R Outwin (Conference of
LMCs) asked the Chairman to rule whether
there was a quorum present.
"The chairman ruled that there was not.
"Dr J H Marks (Council) asked why Dr

Outwin had not raised this matter before he
had spoken since the number of people
present had not changed in the last 10 minutes.
"On a point of order Dr J S Happel

(Council) asked if Dr Outwin appreciated that
if there was not a quorum they would all have
to go home and the meeting would end
completely.
"The chairman asked Dr Outwin if he

still wanted a ruling on whether there was a
quorum.
"Dr G R Outwin said that if they wished

he would withdraw his question.
"The motion that the question be now put

was carried.
"Dr Simpson (Oxfordshire), in reply, said

that the motion had been worded in a 'not
completely pinning down' way on purpose so
that people would have a chance to vote on
what they felt was the best way to deal with the
problem.
"The motion was carried."-ED, BM7.

Points
Carcinoid tumour of the breast

Dr D J EVANS (Royal Postgraduate Medical
School, London W12) writes: Primary
carcinoid tumours of the breast have pre-
viously been discussed by Feyrter and
Hartmann,' and in a recent article 12 cases
occurring in 10 patients are described.2 It is
regrettable that in the recent case report by
Mr P G Devitt (29 July, p 327) the documen-
tation does not extend to the staining methods
used for identifying granules and that the
histological description is so scanty. It is to
be hoped that the unnamed pathologist (who
is to be congratulated on recognising the
tumour) will publish a fuller account of his
findings.

Feyrter, F, and Hartmann, G, Frankfurter Zeitschrift
fur Pathologie, 1963, 73, 24.

Cubilla, A L, and Woodruff, J M, American Journal
of Surgical Pathology, 1977, 1, 283.

Side effects of diazoxide

Dr R J WEST (St George's Hospital, London
SW17) writes: I have looked after two
children with severe hypoglycaemia starting
in infancy which was satisfactorily controlled
with diazoxide. The drug was then continued
for several years. Both these children developed
marked hypertrichosis, as expected with
diazoxide therapy, and in addition both have
unusually deep (low-pitched) voices. It seems
likely that this voice change is a previously
unrecognised side effect of prolonged treat-
ment with diazoxide and I would be interested
to know if this has also been noted by others.

Taking home the placenta

Dr TEOH SOONG KEE (Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology, University of Malaya,
Kuala Lumpur) writes: Mr S Bender
(Personai View, 6 May, p 1210) inquires
about the legality of the mother taking home
the placenta. In Malaysia it is an accepted
practice for Malay mothers to take the placenta
back home, where it is then buried in the
ground. Although Malays are Muslims, this
does not seem to be a Muslim practice. The
reason for this practice is traditional. It is
believed that the placenta is part of the baby
and should not be thrown away. In some areas
the placenta of a baby girl is buried under the
house (in the rural areas the house is built on
stilts) so that the baby will grow up to be a
homely girl, while that belonging to the boy
is buried near the road so that he can grow up
to travel and work.

Which gear box?

Dr P J BARBER (Warrington, Cheshire)
writes: Perhaps I can help your expert (29
July, p 341), who could not clearly answer the
question whether cars with automatic gear
boxes were more hazardous to drive than
manual ones. A conscious effort is required by
a driver to decide which gear to select, when
to select it, and then skilfully to work the
clutch, gear lever, and accelerator. Most of us
can remember the struggle we had when
learning to drive. An automatic gear box
eliminates both the decision making and the
action. Consequently, there is a marked
reduction in the work load at each hazard,
which is a good safety feature, and over all, a
substantial lessgning in driver fatigue during
the journey....

Uniform style for biomedical journals

Miss MAEVE O'CONNOR (Ciba Foundation,
London W1) writes: Copies of the suggestions
on references that I mentioned in my previous
letter (10 June, p 1552) are available, free, from
the Ciba Foundation, 41 Portland Place,
London WIN 4BN.

Correction

Investigating stroke

We regret that Dr G D Summers, MB, author of a
letter on this subject (29 July, p 354) was wrongly
described in the contents list as MRCP.
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