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OBITUARY

J C SCOTT
MA, MD, MS, FRCS

Mr J C Scott, formerly consultant orthopaedic
surgeon to the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre
and the Radcliffe Infirmary, died on 23 June.
He was 70.
James Christopher Scott was educated at

the University of Toronto School and Toronto
University, grad-
uating MD in
1932. He subse-
quently worked in
Toronto General
Hospital as an
intern. He became
FRCS in 1937 and
MS Toronto in

_l w *j1939. In 1934 he
came to the
Radcliffe Infirm-
ary, Oxford, and
the Nuffield Or-
thopaedic Centre,
then known as the

Wingfield. After serving as a resident at the
Wingfield he became a consultant immediately
before the second world war. He then joined
the RAF Medical Service, in which he served
with distinction, retiring with the rank of
group captain. He took a great interest, in
orthopaedic organisation and was responsible
for the initiation of the Accident Service at the
Radcliffe Infirmary. Under his guidance it
reached world stature, and he was in charge of
it until his retirement in 1973. He was also
interested in the organisation of the clinic
system at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre.
He was prominent in the affairs of the

British Orthopaedic Association. A good
committee man, his services were very valuable
to the association, which appointed him vice-
president on the occasion of the combined
meeting of the BOA and the Canadian
Orthopaedic Association at Vancouver. He was
also president of the orthopaedic section of the
Royal Society of Medicine, president of the
Oxford Division of the BMA, chairman of the.
students' service of the British Orthopaedic
Association, a member of the board of
governors of the United Oxford Hospitals, and
chairman of the medical staff council at the
Radcliffe Infirmary. Greatly interested in the
study of scoliosis, he contributed a number of
papers on this and other orthopaedic subjects.
Traumatology also absorbed his attention,
especially the organisation of accident treat-
ment. He was a gifted diagnostician and a
caring member of our profession. He was
vice-president of the League of Friends and
the Wingfield League of Nurses, and was a
representative on the joint examination board
for nurse training.
He was fond of tennis and squash and

played for his university at basketball and
rugby. President of the Nuffield Orthopaedic
Centre Sports and Social Club for many years,
he was a strong advocate of the provision of
sports and social club facilities. Mr Scott will

be remembered with affection and gratitude.
He is survived by his wife and four sons, one
of whom is following in his footsteps as an
orthopaedic surgeon.-RGT, RBD.

JP writes: Jim Scott co-ordinated that
particular type of arrangement, with its close
geographical, historical, and friendly associa-
tion .with the neurosurgical and other depart-
ments, that suited the Oxford temperament.
His fervent belief and just pride in his accident
service led him to react strongly to anything
he interpreted as a threat to it. But in guiding
those in orthopaedic training he gave them
much freedom of action, and the amicable
co-operation that existed between them and
their contemporaries in other specialties
reflected his essentially benign and liberal
direction. Many who care for the injured in
this country and throughout the world will at
this time be acknowledging their debt to him,
and will continue to do so.

A B K WILSON
MA, MB, BCHIR, MRCP, DPM

Dr A B Kinnier Wilson, consultant in clinical
neurophysiology at the Clinical Research
Centre, Northwick Park Hospital, Harrow,
died suddenly on 15 June while at work. He
was 61.

Alexander Bruce Kinnier Wilson was born
in 1917, the eldest son of a neurologist. He
was educated at Fettes College, Edinburgh,
and Emmanuel College, Cambridge, qualifying
in medicine from King's College Hospital in
1941 and gaining the MRCP in 1942. He
joined the RAMCS where he rose to the rank of
major as a specialist in medicine and neurology
and saw service in India and Burma. After the
war he restarted his neurological training and
became RMO at the National Hospital,
Queen Square. He took the DPM in 1947.
Nevertheless, during this period he decided
to devote his life to research in medical
engineering. He worked as clinical research
assistant at the Radcliffe Infirmary and Stoke
Mandeville Hospital on breathing machines for
patients with poliomyelitis. This work was
extended when he moved in 1953 to the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore,
where he developed cuirass respirators. He
was made director of the MRC powered limbs
unit at Hendon in 1958. In 1963 he was
awarded the BMA's Lawrence Abel cup and
the Vladimer K Zworykin premium of the
Institution of Electronic and Radio Engineers.
In 1964 he received the Lawrence Poole prize
of Edinburgh University. He also became
,consultant in medical engineering to the
Ministry of Health's biomechanical research
and development unit, Roehampton. During
this period he was particularly concerned with
the needs of sufferers from the thalidomide
syndrome and developed many appliances to
help those children, including the Hendon arm.

In 1972 he moved to the Clinical Research

Centre at Northwick Park Hospital. He worked
first in the department of surgical sciences,
where he developed a new type of splinting
for postoperative rheumatic patients which has
been developed commercially as the Northwick
splint. Later he worked in the division of
rheumatology, concentrating on juvenile
arthritis.

Bruce's great sport and hobby in his earlier
years was rifle shooting. He shot for his school
and was a member of the Cambridge
University team, shooting in Canada and New
York. He subsequently achieved several
successes at Bisley, and finally won the Queen's
prize there in 1952. In 1953 he represented
Great Britain in a team that visited Africa. He
will be sorely missed by his colleagues and
friends. He is survived by his wife Margaret,
who is also a doctor, and by two sons and a
daughter.-BMA.

G JEFFERSON
MRCS, LRCP

Dr Gordon Jefferson, who was in general
practice at Caistor, Lincolnshire, died on 21
June. He was 53.
Gordon Jefferson was born at Scunthorpe

and educated at Pocklington School. He
studied medicine at Leeds University and
qualified in 1951. He joined the RAMC and
two years of his service were spent in Malaya.
He then spent some time in hospital work to
refresh his medical knowledge, his last two
appointments being those of senior house officer
in the casualty and orthopaedic department at
Chesterfield Royal Hospital, and house
physician at Huddersfield Royal Infirmary.
After this he spent more than 20 years in
general practice at Caistor.

Jeff was dedicated to his patients, and his
professional service was of the highest
standard. His bluff manner concealed a
sensitive nature: his kindness and care were
unfailingly extended. It was good to catch
sight of him as he walked his dog in the
Lincolnshire wolds that he loved, and he is
sadly missed by his colleagues and patients.
He is survived by his wife Pat and two
daughters.-FH.

R BELL
MC, MB, CHB

Dr Richard Bell, who practised at Haydon
Bridge, Northumberland, for nearly 50 years,
died at his home on 22 June. He was 80.

Richard Bell was born at Newcastleton in
Roxburghshire and educated at George
Heriot's School, Edinburgh. He served with
distinction in the first world war as a com-
batant officer in the Border Regiment, and was
awarded the Military Cross and bar in the
campaigns of 1917-18. On demobilisation he
returned to Edinburgh to study medicine,
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qualifying in 1924. After various resident
appointments he settled in general practice
at Haydon Bridge, where he remained until
his retirement in 1968. He was once more in
uniform in the second world war as an officer
in the RAMC, and he met his future wife
while both were serving in Belgium after the
invasion of Europe. They were subsequently
married in Germany before his return home to
resume his practice.

Richard Bell was essentially an individualist
and conducted his practice on traditional lines,
living "over the shop" and believing that the
doctor's place was in the patient's home or at
the bedside. He remained critical of modern
trends in medical practice that discouraged
house visiting and the more intimate contact
with the patient in his own environment, and
this endeared him to his patients, who held
him in high regard. He was a keen Rotarian
and a regular attender at medical gatherings,
where his dry sense of humour and satirical
wit were much appreciated by his colleagues,
and where his contributions often added zest
to many a dull discussion. Richard will be
greatly missed by all who knew him. He is
survived by his wife Felicity and two daughters.
-LRR.

P T YONGE
MRCS, LRCP

Dr P T Yonge, formerly medical officer to the
Government of Jamaica, died at his home in
Cornwall on 20 May. He was 62.

Peter Tyndale Yonge was born on 22
February 1916 and educated at Epsom College
and St Thomas's Hospital Medical School,
where he qualified with the Conjoint diploma
in 1940. After serving as casualty officer and
house physician at Walsall General Hospital
he became in 1941 assistant to his father,
Dr Ambrose Yonge, at Twickenham,
Middlesex. He then served in the Middle
East as a captain RAMC. On demobilisation,
before joining his father in partnership, he
was a clinical assistant for six months at
St Thomas's. In 1949, when his father retired,
he became principal and also carried on his
father's appointment as police surgeon at
Twickenham. Because of the pressure of
work he retired in 1961 from his single-
handed practice at Twickenham and carried
out locums in Norfolk, Essex, and Devon.
From 1962 to 1964 he was civilian medical
officer to the RAF at Yatesbury, Wiltshire.
In 1964 he was appointed medical officer to
the Government of Jamaica. After a serious
abdominal operation in Jamaica he convalesced
in England and then returned to Jamaica to
fulfil his contract, but ill health again overtook
him and he was obliged to return to England
in 1966. He went to live in Cornwall and
carried out locums there and in Devon. In
1968 he was admitted to St Thomas's Hospital,
where cerebral angioma was diagnosed, but
he managed to carry on with his locums and
also, with the help of his wife, maintain a large
garden.
Dr Yonge was a keen amateur gardener.

In his younger days he was a climber and
walker. He was a member of the Kingston-
upon-Thames Madrigal Society and of the
Bell Ringers Association. His well-known
figure walking his Dalmatian dog at
Twickenham will not easily be forgotten.
A devoted churchman all his life, he showed
care and understanding to all who came into
contact with him, and he was well respected in
his turn. He is survived by his wife.

Sir CLARENCE RIEGER
CBE, MB, BS, FRCSED, FRACS

Sir Clarence Rieger, honorary consulting
surgeon to the Children's Hospital at Adelaide,
Australia, died on 22 May. He was 80. Sir
Clarence had been president of both the
Australian Medical Association and the BMA.

Clarence Oscar Ferrero Rieger was born
on 23 November 1897 and educated at

Adelaide High
S choo l and
Adelaide Univer-

sity, where he

graduated in

medicine in 1919.
He became a

fellow of the

Royal College of

Surgeons of Edin-

burgh in 1932 and

of the Royal
Australasian

College in 1957.

During the second
world war he

served in the Royal Australian Army Medical
Corps, reaching the rank of major. As honorary
surgeon to the Adelaide Children's Hospital,
he became a consultant in 1957.
Dr Rieger became a member of the BMA

as long ago as 1921. He was elected to the
council of its South Australian branch (now
the Australian Medical Association) in 1946
and later became president of the branch.
In 1967 he was president of the AMA and the
following year received its gold medal in
recognition of his outstanding service to the
association and to the practice of medicine in
Australia. In 1965 he was appointed CBE.
He was elected president of the BMA for
1968-9 and a knighthood was conferred on

him in the New Year Honours of 1969.
Sir Clarence was married and had two sons

and a daughter.

J R S SHARP
MRCS, LRCP

Dr J R S Sharp, formerly in general practice
at Northampton, died on 16 June. He was 76.
John Rymill Samuel Sharp was born at

Northampton and educated at Northampton
Grammar School. In 1924 he qualified in
pharmacy at London University and worked
for two years as demonstrator at the School of
Pharmacy. While doing so he gained a
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diploma in optics. In 1927 his ambition was
realised when he was accepted by Guy's
Hospital as a medical student. Qualifying with
the Conjoint diploma in 1932, he worked as
house physician in the departments of
neurology, psychiatry, and dermatology. In
1933 he returned to Northampton and estab-
lished himself in singlehanded practice. In
1938 he became honorary medical officer to
the Bethany Homestead, a 100-bedded home
for elderly people run by the Baptist and
Congregational churches of Northampton, and
he held the appointment for 35 years. In
1946 he was made president of the Bethany.
In 1939 he had been appointed divisional
surgeon to the St John Ambulance Brigade
and Association, and in 1960 he was appointed
county surgeon. In 1965 he became an officer
brother of the Order of St John. He gave much
time to the teaching of first aid, not only to the
brigade but later to police cadets and industrial
personnel. In 1949 he became a magistrate.
In his later years, to the delight of his legal
and medical colleagues, he was appointed
deputy chairman of the Northampton borough
bench, and his example and experience were
immensely valuable to the newly appointed
magistrates who sat with him.

For John Sharp music was a lifelong delight.
He maintained a constant interest in chamber
music. After his retirement from the NHS
choral music gave him increasing pleasure,
and he became a stalwart member of the
Northampton Bach Choir. He was an amateur
photographer of more than average ability.
A lifelong member of the Baptist Church, he
contributed a great deal to Northampton,
and his death leaves the town much the poorer.
He will be missed wherever he was known, and
particularly by his patients. He is survived
by his wife and three children.-JRT.

SIXTO OBRADOR
The death of Dr Sixto Obrador on 27 April
removed one of the great figures from the
European neurosurgical scene and saddened
his many British friends.
Much of his early training he had in

England: physiology in Sherrington's depart-
ment at Oxford, clinical neurology at Queen
Square, and neurosurgery with Cairns at the
London. His return to Spain was deferred by
the Civil War, and there were several years of
exile in Mexico. When he got back to Madrid
after the second world war he started a clinic
in a private house in the outskirts. The high
standard of his work was soon recognised and a
niche was created for him in the main hospital
system. Facilities improved rapidly, not only
for him but for neurosurgery throughout
Spain.

Sixto travelled widely and soon acquired a
reputation as a diplomat. He was one of the
progenitors of the European Association of
Neurosurgical Societies, and he was honorary
secretary of the Spanish-Portuguese Society.
He is survived by his wife Margaret, whom
he met during the Oxford days, and by two
daughters.-JP.
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