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BRITISII MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1872.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for 1872 became due on January Ist.
Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their respec-
tive Secretaries. Members of the Association not belonging to
Branches are requested to forward their remittances to Mr. FRANCIS
FOWKE, General Secretary, 37, Great Queen Street, London, W. C.

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
SATURDAY, AUGUST I7TH, 1872.

THE BIRMINGHAM MEETING.
THE Annual Meeting of the Association this year has been one
which will be long remembered in the history of the medical
profession. It has been in every way remarkable. Unsur-
passed in numbers, if, indeed, it has ever been equalled; most
notable for the perfection and liberality of all the arrangements;
fortunate in the complete success of the sectional system of
working; memorable for its large-hearted and universal hospi-
tality-it has in no detail fallen short of the highest stan-
dard. The President's Address was a most careful and able
exposition of the local medical topics, as to which visitors to
Birmingham would naturally desire information, and an elo-
quent and instructive summary of the medical and vital statis-
tics of the midland metropolis. In assumning, at the request of
his fellows, the office of President, Mr. Baker waived his claim
to a hearing on subjects of purely professional interest in the
department of surgery, of which he stands at the head in Bir-
mingham, leaving the treatment of that subject to any
other hand to which local circumstances might make it
desirable to entrust it. The President of the Associa-
tion rose to the full height of his onerous post; and,
both by the character and manner of his opening address,
and by his complete devotion to all the scientific, adminis-
trative, and hospitable duties of the presidency, he fully justified
the selection which conferred on him this high office. Nor
were any of his fellows-compeers, many of them, in age and
position-less zealous in supporting their representative and
doing honour to their invited guests. Dr. Bell Fletcher, the
Senior Physician of the General Hospital, and President of the
Medical Section, Mr. Furneaux Jordan, Mr. Oliver Pemberton,
Mr. Bartlect, Dr. B. Foster, Mr. West, Mr. Lawson Tait, Mr.
Ebbage of Leamington, Mr. Nason of Stratford-on-Avon, Mr.
Prosser of Bromsgrove, Dr. Tibbits of Warwick, and numer-
ous others, were, each in his sphere, unwearied in their exer-
tions and in their hospitality.
The public luncheon provided was on a scale hitherto un-

known at such meetings; and the President's soiree was pro-
nounced by lzabitzufs to be the most brilliantly provided enter-
tainment which had been seen for long in the Birmingham
Town Hall. Thus professional and private generosity com-
pensated for a niggardliness and tardiness which have dis-
graced the Corporation. That body contented itself with send-
ing a letter, on the third day of meeting, to say that it was glad
to hear the Association had come to Birmingham. If it were
possible to do a shabby thing more shabbily, they would pro-
bably have found out how to do it; for the Corporation seems
to possess in perfection the art of meanly avowing its own
meanness, by publicly acknowledging the services of those
whom it declines to honour, and by making public confession

of the duties which it found it more economical to avoid per-
forming. It is reported that the fault was with individuals, and
that there was a municipal "hitch" which gave rise to the
failure. It is none the less discreditable.
The array of addresses which we have printed-unpre-

cedented for total ability, variety, and interest, in the history of
the Association, and in medical journalism-speaks more than
qualifying adjectives can do of the vigour which was this year
thrown into the Sections. The younger Sections came well
abreast of the senior departments, if they did not pass them.
That of Public Medicine especially was remarkable for the im-
portance of the subject-matter of its debates, and the ability
with which the subjects were presented. The President, Dr.
Haughton, opened it in the powerful and suggestive address
which we print in another column. With characteristic felicity,
he has applied his varied attainments to the solution of a very
difficult problem-how to drive sense into the dunderheaded
opponents of vaccination, and by a simple and striking test to
dispose of their wearying fallacies and wicked misstatements.
He has devised such a test. The most impressive gift which
science bestows is prophecy. It is that which most quickly
and easily affects popular apprehension, and furnishes the most
solid ground for public faith. The astronomer who predicts an
eclipse, who calculates first, and then finds the position of a
previously unseen planet-the chemist who premises the cha-
racter of a decomposition-are regarded with just admiration
and trust. But Medicine, it is said, is uncertain; it relies upon
factors confessedly of diverse value, and depending upon the
capacity of many uncertified observers for their authenticity
or accuracy. When we talk of past mortalities from small-pox,
we are reminded of the possibility of change of type, of the
irregular and unreliable character of the bills of mortality, of
the distance in time and place of such epidemics, and of the
probable sources of error which thus arise. Dr. Haughton
meets and confutes such objections by a very simple method.
Past records estimate the mortality among the then unvac-
cinated populations at 66 per cent. of those who were struck with
small-pox. Present records on a very large scale show the
mortality amongst well vaccinated persons, who are neverthe-
less afflicted with small-pox, to be at the rate of six per cent.
Going now into any hospital or asylum in which proper records
are kept, he shows that, from the comparison of the total
number admitted with the number of deaths, he is able by the
above data to predict, without seeing the books, what are the
numbers of unvaccinated persons among those admitted. The
accuracy with which his figures, so calculated, have in every
instance tallied with the actual records of the marks upon the
arms, triumphantly establishes the accuracy of the relative
mortality-rates above stated, upon which the calculation is
based, and proves, by a demonstration which a child can
understand, the enormous value of vaccination in lessening the
mortality of small-pox, and how accurately that value has been
estimated by medical men hitherto. It is a great sum in
medical science, of which he furnishes the arithmetical proof.
With other grave matters discussed in Dr. Haughton's address,
we shall shortly deal separately; they touch the national con-
science, and concern the national honour. They must be laid
before the people of Entgland clearly and calmly, for their dis-
passionate consideration; and, if the wrong done be such as
Dr. Haughton has firmly and carefully stated, it clearly calls for
reparation and redress.

Additional interest was imparted to the meeting by the pre-
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sence of a number of foreign visitors from various countries.
Besides Ricord, Demarquay, and Labbe of Paris, and Gross of
Philadelphia, there were present as welcome guests Berns of
the Hague, BogTue of Chicago, De Muralt of Zurich, and A.
Smith of New York; and, we may be sure, they will return to
their own homes impressed with reciprocal feelings of fraternity
towards their medical brethren in England.
Of our fellow-associates who have been in recent years in

the habit of attending the meetings of the Association, every
one, we feel assured, vill sympathise fully with the brief but
heartfelt remarks made at the end of the Report of Council on

the deaths of Dr. Beatty and Mr. Clayton. All will regret that
the hearty geniality of the one, and the bo;ikom;;zie and sound
sense of the other, have disappeared from among us.
The excursions this year were judiciously arranged so as to

interfere as little as possible with the business of the meeting.
The result was satisfactory: the sections on Wednesday and
Thursday had a fair attendance, and on Friday and Saturday
the members in considerable numbers visited the industrial
regions of the Black Country and Worcestershire, the health-
restoring waters of Leamington, and the historically interest-
ing towns of Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon. In each place
visited, professional hospitality vied with that which had been
shown in Birmingham.

It is not necessary that we should dwell here at greater
length on the features of the meeting. They will be apparent
in the reports which we publish. Never has a more influential
gathering lbeen assembled in the name of common professional
interests, to exchange greetings of good-fellowship, to renew
friendships, to join in new ties of fraternity and good-will, to
promote scientific objects, to further professional interests, to
advance the public welfare. They have never worked more
harmoniously or more earnestly; nor were they ever received
more hospitably, or with a more thoughtful, liberal, and intelli-
gent provision for all their wants and possible wishes.

THE MISSION OF ANNUAL MEETINGS.
IT is perhaps impossible not to have some admiration for the severe
virtue of certain of our critics who annually at this season, in the press
and otherwise, are much exercised about the usefulness of our scientific
gatherings, and are especially impatient of the recreations and convivial-
ities that are allowed to mix with the graver labours of those meetings.
Austerity in science, like austerity in art and in religion, has a certain
nobleness which often constrains the more ordinary mortals among us
to do homage to it as from a lower place in the scale of being. But,
at the same time, we confess to a movement of fellow-feeling towards
our German confreres who assembled last year at Rostock, had their
Gaudeamus" song-book compiled for the occasion, and were duly

admonished by printed advertisement, on the eve of their various ex-
cursions, not to forget to put that volume in their pockets. Be it a
weakness; it deserves some praise if we avow our sympathy with this
endeavour to put their every-day life for a time aside, and to live over
again for a few days the buoyant and hopeful season of their student-
ship. If one of our austere censors were to obtrude himself on us at
such a time, we might be pardoned if we echoed the curiosity of Words-
worth :-

wort :-6f. the happiest mood
Of that man's mind, what can it be ?'O

A writer in the Ly'on A/Jdical, who has an interesting suggestion to
make apropos of the Medical Congress that is to assemble at Lyons in
September, avows that he has no sympathy with this class of de-
tractors, and even goes so far as to suggest that they are actuated by a
spirit of chagrin; be that as it may, it is comforting to us to find pre-

vailing, both in Germany and in France, the practices for which we
have been reproved. The writer in the Lyo;z AJdical thinks, how-
ever, that the usefulness of annual meetings is not so great but that it
might be increased. Many of the questions set down in the programme
for debate are capable of a solution; but, he says, the controversy on
them is in the easy and vague manner of the Academy, without aim
and without result. Let it be proposed, however, to take a vote at
the end of the discussion, to register the weighty opinion of a repre-
sentative body of practitioners ; and he takes, as one example, the
question that stands first in the Lyons programme, that of compulsory
vaccination. The committee of the Congress appears, indeed, to have
decided that, if an opinion on matters of professional interest comes to
be generally entertained by the members, it shall be put into the form
of a resolution, with the view, in fitting cases, of communicating it to
the legislative power. The example quoted will no doubt prove to be
of this sort; and one might enumerate many other questions relating
to the public health, the relief of sick and wounded in war, medical
instruction, etc., which are capable of the same treatment. The Me-
dical Association of this country has frequently exercised its repre-
sentative power in the settlement of well-known questions belonging to
this class, and we can confidently predict for the Medical Congress in
France a career of usefulness in the same direction. Taking, however,
the second typical case which the writer selects from the Lyons pro-
gramme, the treatment of syphilis by mercury, we find ourselves intro-
duced to matters of another kind; and it is here that his proposal is to
a certain extent novel. The prospect, he says, of arriving at a conclu-
sion on such matters would greatly stimulate the activity of the Con-
gress, and would induce the speakers to be close in their reasoning,
and to limit the scope of their argument; while the conclusion arrived
at would, he believes, be welcomed by many practitioners who have
not sufficient information or authority to determine their line of prac-
tice. It is due to the able writer who proposes it to give currency to
this idea. But the experience of the past teaches us how easily the
profession may commit itself to an injurious dogmnatism on many ques-
tions of practice and even of science; and we have learned at some
cost that a wise passiveness is the attitude that it most befits us collec-
tively to assume towards them.

DENGUE is, it appears, spreading in Madras, but, happily, not of so
severe a type as that which has been raging in Calcutta.

A VERY complimentary address, signed by nearly fifty students, has
been presented to Dr. Sidney Smith, late Professor of Hygiene in the
Grant Medical College, Bombay, on his removal from his duties at
that institution.

Ap;-oos of the proposed visit of the Prince of Wales to Salisbury, in
September, Dr. Corbin Finch, who is in partnership with Dr. Lush,
M.P., has placed his residence, Kemerton Lodge, at the disposal of
His Royal Highness, and the offer has been graciously accepted. The
Prince will remain at Salisbury from the 3rd to the ioth.

CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL.
THIS hospital has been undergoing considerable alterations of late,
much to the improvement of its external appearance, and no less to the
increase of its internal convenience. It has now a good entrance hall
with a periphery of columns. The Medical School has also a separate
approach.

RED CROSS DECORATIONS.
MISS PEARSON and Miss M'Laughlin have had conferred on them the
decorations of the order of the "Sanitats Kreuz Militir" of Hesse
Darmstadt, in recognition of services rendered by them, with the
Anglo-American Ambulance, during the late war. The order was
founded by the Grand Duke in 1870, and the decoration consists of a
twelve-pointed cross of bronze, gilded and suspended from, a crimson
ribbon with silver edges.

--. -.-- .1 - - --- - ---- [August 17, 1872,
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SMALL-POX IN LONDON.

THE deaths from small-pox in London declined last week to fifteen.
They numbered thirty-three and twenty-eight the two previous weeks.
So few deaths from small-pox have not been returned in London in any
week since October, I870.

THE GERMAN WAR LOSSES.

ACCORDING to a work to be laid before the statistical congress at
St. Petersburg, the German armies lost during the war 40,88I men by
death. Of these, I7,527 fell in battle, IO,710 succumbed to their
wounds, 3I6 perished by accidents, and 30 by suicide. Dysentery car-

ried off 2,000, typhus 6,595, gastric fever I59, small-pox, 26I, inflam-
mation of the lungs 500, other acute diseases 521, consumption 529,

other chronic diseases 249, and sudden death 94. The nature of the
disease is not indicated in the case of 556, and the cause of death is not

stated in the case of 419. The missing number was 4,009.

OVERCROWDING IN LONDON.
DR. TRIPE and Mr. LIDDLE, the medical officers of IHackney and
Whitechapel, in their annual reports describe a condition of overcrowd-

ing in these districts which is a scandal to the metropolis. In several

rooms in Whitechapel, nine or ten persons, principally adults of both
sexes, were sleeping together. In one room occupied by four persons,

the allowance of air was only eighty-two cubic feet per head; another
apartment occupied by six people afforded only fifty-four cubic feet to

each person. Among the very poor a practice prevails of letting
" furnished rooms", in which there are only a few dilapidated pieces
of furniture. These let at rents varying from 2s. to 4s. per week. Mr
Liddle reports that the sanitary inspectors of his district have, in visit-
ing these dens, seized several filthy beds, straw mattresses, and pillows,
which the owners of the houses were required to destroy and replace
with new ones. The overcrowding in Whitechapel and Hackney is
comparatively nothing, however, if we are to believe the statements
of a woman who keeps a lodging-house at No. i, 'George Street, West-
minster; for at the Worship Street Police Court on Tuesday it was elicited
from her that three rooms were shared by no fewer than ninety-two
occupants. Here is a case for the medical officer of that district.

AUSTRALIAN MIEAT.
ON Thursday last week, at the Cannon Street Hotel, a meeting, priD-
cipally composed of members of Parliament and gentlemen interested
in social questions, was held under the presidency of the Hon. Arthur
Kinnaird, M.P., to inspect and test some of the latest importations
from Australia in the way of addition to our food supply. Among
those present were Mr. Grieve, M.P., Mr. Greene, M.P., Mr. Alder-
man Carter, M.P., Mr. C. Wren Hoskyns, M.P., Mr. H. B. Sheri-
dan, M.P., Mr. Bevan, Mr. Bonar, Mr. L. A. Hart, Dr. Hardwicke,
Mr. H. Hodson, the Rev. Mr. Fantrell, etc. A luncheon was served
of meats, unembellished by the arts of cookery, imported from Aus-
tralia by the Australian Meat Agency, under Mr. D. Tallerman. The
dishes were beef in the round, mutton hams, spring lamb preserved in
loin with the bone, boiled mutton, besides soups of different descrip-
tions. The gentlemen present expressed their opinions respecting the
quality of the different meats-and these were that the food would
most favourably compare with any in quality, while vastly different in
price to the meat in the English market. Not only had the British
public been thus benefited, but the colonies had thus found a market
for their produce in the land to which they were attached by other
ties-ties which were thus strengthened by those of self-interest. Mr.
Tallerman gave some interesting facts in the course of answering ques-

tions addressed to him. He stated that the importance of encouraging
this trade was to be seen from the fact that the existing yearly deficiency
in the supply of meat to London alone amounted to I02,000,000 lbs.,
and in the kingdom the deficiency was 3,544,000,ooo lbs., or equal to
70,800,000 sheep. To show how a demand had been created for these
meats, he stated that, in i866, 9I cwt., value /321, only were im-
ported; and this supply had gradually risen until, in I870, it was

3,641 cwt., value L203,874; and in 1871, it was 11,853 cwt., value
£5 I3, i86, an amount which he was convinced would be trebled at the
end of the present year. Mr. Greene, M.P., added as his view as an
agriculturist, that it was most important that we should add to our
meat-supply, and he bore testimony to the excellence of the food, and
the vast benefit its plentiful supply would be to the community. A
resolution was unanimously passed, declaring that an organisation pur-
posing to bring the produce of Australia within reach of the British
public was highly deserving of public support. Mr. Tallerman has
also, with much promise of success, brought the Australian meats before
the notice of the public in Newcastle and Gateshead-on-Tyne.

THE SOCIAL SCIENCE CONGRESS.

DR. ACLAND will, we believe, be President of the Health Section of
the forthcoming Social Science Congress at Plymouth. The following
are the special questions to be discussed in that section. I. What are

the principles on which a comprehensive measure for the improvement
of the sanitary laws should be based? 2. What steps should be taken
to guard against sewage poisoning? 3. What means can be adopted
to prevent the pollution of rivers?

GLYCOGEN.

M. CLAUDE BERNARD announces that he has recommenced his studies
on the evolution of glycogen in the eggs of birds. He recalls to mind
that in I848 he discovered sugar glycose in the liver of animals; that
in 1855 and I857 he proved that this sugar is derived from a particular
source-glycogen-fixed in the hepatic tissue. Finally, in I859, he
again found this glycogen in the placental organs of mammals and in
the vitelline membrane of birds. It is at this point that he recom-

mences the research.

CHOLERA IN INDIA.
By the last Overland Mail, the north of India has, we regret to hear,
been suffering severely from cholera. At Agra Roman Catholic Col-
lege, there has been a fearful outbreak of the epidemic. The first case

was on July 5th, and in five days eighty-two boys had been attacked,
of whom thirty-five died. Cases are reported from Umbailah, Kus-
soolah, and Subathoo. Cholera has also broken out in Wanowrie and
Gorepoorie, Poona; and all communication between the military and
the villagers has been forbidden. The Jubbulpore papers report cases

of cholera as having occurred in the 2Ist Hussars, the 17th Foot, and
the I3th Bengal Cavalry at Lucknow. Typhoid fever has made its
appearance among the troops at Cherat in consequence of neglect of
sanitary precautions.

THE ADULTERATION ACT.
THE following are the provisions of this measure, which, although im-
perfect in the shape in which it has passed the Legislature, is capable
of being made to serve the public interests.

i. The penalties for poisonous adulterations are, for the first offence,
a fine not exceeding /50; and for the second, six months' imprison-
ment with hard labour.

2. Any person who shall knowingly mix any substance with any
article of food, drink, or drug, with intent fraudulently to increase its
weight or bulk, unless he declares the mixture before delivering the
same, will be liable to a fine not exceeding /20 ; and, on a second
conviction, shall have his name published by the justices.

3. Compulsory power is given to local government boards to force
local bodies to appoint analysts.

4. Inspectors of nuisances, weights and measures, and markets, " are
forced to procure and submit articles suspected of being adulterated,
and to prosecute on certificate of analysis being obtained."
Mr. T. Payne, the Secretary of the " Anti-Adulteration Association
(Limited), Offices, 6, John Street, Adelphi, London, in calling atten-
tion to these provisions, observes that: " It now becomes the duty of
all interested in the matter to see that the law is put in force ; to which
end this Association will devote its attention, as well as to any further
legislation that may be found necessary. It is only justice to add, that
we are indebted to Lord Eustace Cecil in the Commons, and to the
Marquis of Salisbury in the Lords, for the many improvements on the
Bill originally introduced."
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THE AUTUMN MANCEUVRES.
THE Medical Staff at the Autumn Manceuvres will be constituted as

follows:-
Head-Quarter Staff -Principal Medical Officer, Inspector-General

James Fraser, M.D., C.B.
Southern Army Corps.-Principal Medical Officer, Deputy Inspector-

General J. M. S. Fogo; Staff Assistant-Surgeon W. Alexander; Staff
Assistant-Surgeon P. W. Stafford, 4th Field Hospital.

Staff Ist Division.-Principal Medical Officer, Staff Surgeon-Major
. A. Thompson. Ist Field Hospital, Staff Surgeon M. J. A. Wool-
freyes; Assistant-Surgeon Owen Owen, 5oth Regiment; and Assistant-
Surgeon R. C. Lever, M.D., 7th Hussars. 2nd Field Hospital, Sur-
geon M. W. Peake, M.D., 88th Regiment; Assistant-Surgeon R. W.
Forsayeth, 95th Regiment; Assistant-Surgeon R. H. Bolton, 3rd Dra-
goon Guards. 3rd Field Hospital, Surgeon M. B. Tydd, 2nd Bat-
talion 23rd Regiment ; Assistant-Surgeon C. A. Atkins, Ist Battalion
7th Foot; and Assistant-Surgeon H. L. Malladen, M.D., 12th Lancers.

Staff2nd Division. -Principal Medical Officer, Surgeon-Major R.
Gilborne, 6th Dragoon Guards. ist Field Hospital, Surgeon F.
W. Moore, 2nd Dragoon Guards; Assistant-Surgeon W. H. Harman,
M.D., 4th Battalion, 6oth Regiment ; Staff Assistant-Surgeon E. J.
Clarke. 2nd Field Hospital, Surgeon A. Reed, 2nd Battalion, i6th
Regiment; Staff Assistant-Surgeon J. J. M'Carthey ; and Staff As-
sistant-Surgeon R. W. Lowe. 3rd Field Hospital, Staff Surgeon H.
Titterton, M.D. ; Staff Assistant-Surgeon D. Murray; Staff Assistant-
Surgeon T. G. Bolster, M.D.

Northern Army Corps.-Principal Medical Officer, Inspector-General
J. Fraser, M.D., C.B.; Staff Assistant-Surgeon G. Duncan; Staff
Assistant-Surgeon J. White.

Staf 3rdDivision.-Principal Medical Officer, Staff Surgeon-Major
G. A. F. Shelton. 1st Field Hospital, Surgeon M. B. Lane, 2nd
Battalion, 4th Regiment; Assistant-Surgeon J. Paxton, M.D., 30th
Regiment; and Assistant-Surgeon J. Bourke, 2nd Battalion, x5th
Regiment. 2nd Field Hospital, Surgeon F. S. G. Gunn, ggth Regi-
ment; Assistant-Surgeon H. Harrison, 46th Regiment; and Assistant-
Surgeon T. Steward, M.D., goth Regiment. 3rd Field Hospital,
Surgeon W. H. Polland, 2nd Battalion, 22d Regiment; Assistant-
Surgeon J. D. Milburne, 13th Hussars; and Staff Assistant-Surgeon
E. Chandler.

Staft 4th Division.-Principal Medical Officer, Surgeon-Major E. J.
Franklyn, Royal Horse Artillery. Ist Field Hospital, Surgeon B.
Burland, M.D., 13th Hussars; Staff Assistant-Surgeon, J. G. Grant;
and Assistant-Surgeon J. V. T. Malcolm, M.D., gth Lancers. 2nd
Field Hospital, Surgeon 0. L. Patterson, Ist Battalion, 22nd Regi-
ment; Assistant-Surgeon E. S. Lowe, M.B., 102nd Regiment; Staff
Assistant-Surgeon A. W. Sheddon, M.D. 3rd Field Hospital, Sur-
geon R. W. Jackson, iooth Regiment; Assistant-Surgeon A. A.
Macrobin, M.B., 2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade; and Staff Assistant-
Surgeon J. H. Reynolds, M.B.

DEATH-CERTIFICATES.
WE have many times had occasion to refer to the urgent applications
frequently made by parents to surgeons, to sign death-certificates of
children attended by dispensary and hospital surgeons, but not seen by
the surgeon at or since the decease; and have had occasion to refei to
the serious dangers which may result from placing any faith whatever
on the representations so made. A charge brought against a surgeon
at Stratford-on-Avon, at the County Petty Sessions on Friday, illus-
trates impressively these dangers. The report in a local paper states
that Mr. Thomas H. W. Croft, who has been in practice at Snitterfield
for about twenty years, was charged with having issued a false certifi-
cate of the death of Henry Need, a child about four years of age, be-
longing to a (now) married woman named Helen Bastock, of the same

village. The inquiry sprang out of a judicial investigation into the
cause of death of the said Henry Need, it having been alleged that
certain circumstances attending the decease of the child were sus-

picious; but, after the woman Bastock had been apprehended and
remanded more than once, she was discharged, no criminating evidence
having been adduced. The deceased was seized with, it is said, convul-
sions, shortly after eight o'clock on the morning of May 3rd. The
defendant was sent for three times; but he never went near until after
the death of the boy, which took place at half-past nine o'clock the
same morning. On being asked for a certificate, he gave the follow-
ing: " I hereby certify that I attended Henry Need, three years of age

last birthday; that I last" (the words ' saw him on' were run through
with a pen); "that he died on 3rd May I872, at Snitterfield. The cause

of death was a convulsive fit, from which he never rallied. (Signed)
T. H. W. Croft, M. R. C. S." A coroner's inquest was also held, and
a post mortem examination made. The contents of the child's stomach

were analysed by the defendant; but the jury, after a long investiga-
tion, gave an open verdict. Mr. Hesp, of Warwick, attended on

behalf of Mr. Croft, and endeavoured to show that the practice of

giving such certificates was quite customary in the profession. The

defendant did not desire to conceal anything, inasmuch as he had

nothing to hide. He accepted the words of the mother when he

reached her house, only a very few minutes after death; and, as he had

known the family to be respectable, there was no reason for doubt on

the part of Mr. Croft. A second charge was gone into, of having
given a certificate to the Provincial Insurance Society, of which the

mother was a member, in the following terms: " I hereby certify that

I attended Henry Needc" (the words ' during a period' were expunged).
" He died suddenly, of a convulsive fit, on 3d May, 1872. He appeared
to me about four years of age. Convulsive fit was the cause of death.

Duration of disease one hour and a half." The magistrates, after some

deliberation, committed the prisoner for trial, accepting bail in each

case-the accused in /5o, and two sureties of ,£5o each, making a

total sum of g300.

THE RELATION OF SYPHILIS TO INSANITY.

DR. MILDNER, Director of the Lunatic Asylum at Klosternenburg,
states that 5,529 patients were admitted into the male department
from 1854 to 1869. Special investigations were made for the purpose
of ascertaing whether, and how far, the occurrence of insanity could be

traced to syphilis; but such relation was ascertained in only seven

cases, or 1.2 per cent. of the whole.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.

MR. BRUCE recently received a deputation of from fifty to sixty repre-
sentative working men from the towns where the Contagious Diseases

Act is in force, who presented a protest signed by several hundreds (it

was said, thousands) of the working classes in favour of a repeal of the

Act. The deputation was introduced by Mr. S. Morley, M.P., and

was accompanied by Mr. A. J. Mundella, M.P., and Mr. D. M'Laren,

M.P. Mr. Bruce reminded the deputation of the great differences of

opinion upon this question, expressed his personal opinion in favour of

the Acts, and pointed to the fact that a large number of members of

the House of Commons were of the same way of thinking. The depu-
tation on leaving the Home Secretary's office held a private confer.

ence, at which a resolution was unanimously passed, earnestly recom-

mending the appointment of one or more electoral agents to devote

themselves entirely to the promotion of the objects the deputation had

in view. The Wesleyan Conference yesterday resolved unanimously
to memorialise the Government against the Contagious Diseases Acts,
and to appoint a standing committee to take action respecting these

measures.

THE NEW LAW ON BABY-FARMING.

THE new Act for the better protection of infant life has been printed,
and will come into operation on the Ist of November. The object of

the new law is to guard against baby-farming. The houses of persons
retaining or receiving for hire two or more infants, for the purpose of

nursing, are to be registered. The age of an infant is under one year.
The local authority of the place is to keep the register, and may refuse

to register unless satisfied that the place is suitable, or the applicant of

good character. A person so registered is to keep a register of all

infants received, and to produce the same when required. A local

authority, for serious neglect, or when a person is incapable of provid.
ing proper food and attention, or if the house is unfit, may strike the

name and house off the register. An inquest is to be held on an infant

dying in a registered house unless a medical certificate is produced to

to the coroner. The punishment for an offence under the Act is not
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to exceed six months, with or without hard labour, or a fineof£5.
Fines and penalties recovered are to go to the local rates. The statute
extends to the United Kingdom, and the local authorities are specified.
In the metropolis the Metropolitan Board of Works is the local autho-
rity, and in the City of London the Common Council.

THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL.
MR.IIUSBAND, whose term of office as President of Council of the
British Medical Association expired last week, received a hearty vote
of thanks at the annual meeting, and was elected a permanent Vice-
President of the Association-a compliment which had also been paid
to his predecessor in office, Dr. Sibson. Mr. Husband has held office
during a period of the affairs of the Association in which it was appa-
rent that itsrapidly growing and now extensive business needed an im-
proved supervision and organisation, such as the previously existing
arrangements did not provide. To meet the difficulties which arose
from that defect, and act with the necessary promptitude in arresting
the current and preventing future losses, required considerable energy,
and involved somewhat painful duties demanding moral courage. The
Committee of Council and the Association had reason to feel assured
that the President of Council had shewn a complete singleness of pur-
pose and unwavering moral energy in his official course, and Mr. Hus-
band earned their confidence and respect during his difficult period of
office. The general voice had nominated Dr. Chadwick of Leeds, our
recent president at the great meeting in that town, as Mr. Husband's
successor; but Dr. Chadwick felt unable to accept the onerous duties,
for the performance of whichhe has given repeated proofs of his fitness.
The choice then fell as unanimously upon Mr. Southam, one of the
earliest, steadiest, and most respected members of the Association, and
long associated with its Coun cils. In the reconstitution of the Com-
mittee of Council, it is felt that the claims to representation of southern
associates have not been adequately considered. The defect may be
remedied on another occasion.

MEDICAL PROMOTION OF PUBLIC MEASURES.
THE Bastardy Laws Amendment Bill has received the royal assent.
This Bill, like the Infant Life Protection Bill-of which it is a supple-
ment-was promoted by the Infant Life Protection Society, and
draughted by a subcommittee, consisting of Mr. Charley, M.P., Mr.
Manning, the Queen's Coroner, Mr. Ernest Hart, and Mr. J. Brendon
Curgenven. It was introduced by Mr. Charley into the House, and
both pieces of legislation-the most important private Bills of the
session-may be mainly ascribed to the initiative of the medical men
concerned.

ACTION FOR BREACH OF AGREEMENT: PEARSE V. BRIDGE.
THIS action was tried at Wells on August 7th, before Mr. Justice
Lush and a special jury. Both the parties were medical men at Wel-
lington, and the action was brought for an alleged breach of agree-
ment. There were also counts in slander. Mr. Cole, Q. C., and Mr.
Pinder were for the plaintiff; Mr. Lopes, Q.C., and Mr. Bullen for
the defendant. It appeared that in I867 the plaintiff purchased the
business of the defendant on certain terms, by which the defendant was
to assist for a term of three years. The agreement contained a pro-
viso by which, at the end of three years, if the defendant desired to
continue in practice, he was only to do so as a consulting practitioner,
and half the fees so obtained by him were to be paid to the plaintiff.
This agreement was continued for a further time, subject to a proviso
for its termination by six months' notice. It was so terminated by
notice, and it was now alleged that since that time the defendant had
practised otherwise than as a consulting practitioner, and had not paid
over a moiety of the fees. For the plaintiff, witnesses were called to
speak to the fees that should be received by a consulting practitioner,
which, according to the plaintiff, should not have been less than one
guinea in the town and two guineas outside, whereas the defendant
had made smaller charges. For the defence, several medical men,
among others, Mr. Gay, member of the Council of the College of Sur-

geons, and Dr. Shapter of Exeter, werecalued, who gave evidence
generally that theedefendant's mode of conducting his business wasnot
inconsistent with the generally understood prctice of a consulting
pamctitioner. The defendant had paid into court a sum Of £35 as the
half of the fees earned by him, which was due under the agreement to
the plaintiff. The case ended in a verdict for the defendant on all
points.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT.
THE following reference to this Act occurs in a paragraph of the
Queen's speech on proroguing Parliament. " The Public Health Act,
though it does not embrace all the enactments which have been de-
sired,has, by the establishment of efficient and duly organised local
authorities, done much both for the enforcement of the present sanitary
laws, and for rendering more easy what yet remains to be accomplished
in the way of legislative provision on the subject."

GRATUITOUS SERVICES.
IT is not without interest to notice the comments of public journalists on
medical opinions and medical complaints. The Birmingham papers
have taken a great deal of interest in the meeting of the Association
last week, and have reported its proceedings very fully and very ably.
In the course of its comments upon the discussion of" hospital abuses,"
the Birmingham Post says:"The existing condition of free medicine-to
use a phrase in character with some of those employed by the Associa-
tion-with all its' abuses,' can be attributed simply to the fact that the
dignity and publicity of officiating at a charitable institution pays 4
doctor better than money. Instead of desiring remuneration for such
service, members of the profession will themselves pay large sums in
order to obtain the privilege of rendering it; and, as long as this con-
tinues to be the case, it is absurd to suppose that the public will con-
sider them to have any cause for grumbling at their position, or at the
nature of the duties which they have to perform."

TAENIA IN A NEW-BORN INFANT.
Dr. S. G. ARMOUR writes in the Detroit Review of Medicine: " We have
just now an unique case in the Long Island College Hospital. An infant
three days old was found to have trismus; and, in the fifth day after its
birth, commenced passing well matured Tcrnia solium. Further on,
he adds: "Neither Kiichenmeister nor Cobbold make mention of the
possibility of such a thing; and Vogel, in speaking of tenim, says,
'They rarely affect children under one year of age.' Now here is a
scientific nut to crack. How did the tenia gain entrance to the intes-
tinal canal of the foetus in utero, for the child was fed on nothing but
the mother's milk?" Our readers will probably be glad to receive,
from authorities on the subject, some expression of opinion on this in-
teresting case.

SISTERS IN DEED.
ON the occasion of the closure of the Small-pox Asylum at Hampstead,
Mr. Wyatt moved, with a few prefatory remarks: "That, as the
Hampstead Hospital is now closed for the reception of cases of small.
pox, and the members of the East Grinstead Sisterhood will, in con-
sequence, shortly retire from the nursing charge of the hospital, which
they have held since its opening in December, 1870, the managers
desire gratefully to acknowledge their deep obligation to Sister Frances
and the other members of the sisterhood for the unwearied zeal, skill,
and devotion with which they have discharged their onerous and pain-
ful duties during the long and severe epidemic of small-pox which has
existed in the metropolis; and that while the managers part from the
sisterhood for a time, they venture to hope that, should London be
again visited by any epidemic for which it may be the duty of the
managers to provide, the same devoted feelings which produced the aid
of the sisterhood on the last occasion may enable the managers to rely
with confidence on receiving their valuable help, should it be required.
That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the superior of the East
(rinstead Sisterhood, with a request that she will be so good as to
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communicate the grateful thanks of the managers to all the sisters who
have been engaged in nursing at the Hampstead Hospital." The mo-
tion was seconded and carried unanimously.

THE INTRODUCTORY ADDRESSES AT THE LONDON MIEDICAL
SCHOOLS.

THE following is the list of Introductory Lectures at the Metropolitan
Medical S chools. Charing Cross Hospital, Dr. J. Watt Black;
Guy's Hospital, Dr. Pye-Smith ; London Hospital, Mr. Jonathan Hut-
chinson; King's College, Dr. W. S. Playfair; St. George's Hospital,
Mr. J. Rouse; St. Mary's Hospital, Mr. A. T. Norton; Middlesex Hos-
pital, Dr. Thorowgood; St. Thomas's Hospital. Mr. John Croft
University College, Mr. Christopher Heath; Westminster Hospital,
Mr. Pearse.

SANITATION IN ROAD-MAKING AND ROAD-WATERING.
AMONGST the many sanitary improvements of the present day, we
think we may fairly class the ingenious and effective system of street-
watering introduced by Mr. Cooper. We have previously noticed the
method; and we recur to the subject, after the results have become
perhaps even more evident and important as means of sanitation than
was expected. The process is the use alone or in the water of the
chlorides of sodium, calcium, and magnesium. The compound offers
the qualities of being deliquescent, deodorising, and disinfecting. The
salts are cheap, odourless, and colourless; and, according to Wanklyn,
Paul, and Odling, are not destructive of wearing apparel, carriages,
etc. In fact, the Westminster Board of Works, before allowing the
use of the material, quite satisfied themselves on this point. By the
new system, when the road has been properly impregnated with the
salts, it requires scarcely any watering, and consequently very little
scraping; indeed, the salts save from disintegration the material of
which the road is made. It has been estimated that thirty per cent. of
the cost of road-repairs may be saved by the use of the solution, and
that one sprinkling will be equally effective in keeping a road damp
with three sprinklings with plain water. An additional advantage of
some moment, in London at least, is the solvent effect of the solution on
the grease which forms a very disagreeable ingredient of London mud.
The sanitary advantantages of Mr. Cooper's system are capable of
wide application. The salt compound offers the immense advantage of
disinfecting and deodorising the roads. The very offensive state of the
atmosphere of Piccadilly, Regent Street, and other well known London
thoroughfares, was this year, during the intense heat, the subject of
strong and general comment, and the cause of still greater suffering.
Such a condition of affairs, however, so far as we have observed, has
not been the case in any of the thoroughfares under the system carried
out by Mr. Cooper. It is to be hoped that the authorities of St.
James's and St. George's will, by the application of the system which
we now advocate, give the public a chance next summer of breathing a
purer atmosphere than they have hitherto been in the habit of afford-
ing them. Not only are the salts serviceable in the way which
we have indicated, but in rainy weather they are washed off the
roads, and thus they come to disinfect the sewers. It is difficult
to estimate the advantages and wide application of a system such
as we have tried to explain. For example: during the late water-
famiine in Bermondsey and Rotherhithe in the south of London,
the streets might with little difficulty and cost have been kept moist by
sprinkling on them the deliquescent compound of salts used by Cooper.
Mews, byres, slaughter-houses, and such places, might at little cost be
rendered less mischievous than they are found to be at present.
During the recent intense heat, we visited, on several occasions,
the parish of Paddington, and can bear out the statements of those
who have been persistently urging the claims of the system to general
adoption in towns. The difficulties against which Mr. Cooper has
had to contend, from the influence of interested parties, has been
very great and uncompromising; but we cannot doubt that the
pecuniary advantages will alone in time prove too great for opposition.
We are more concerned, however, in the adoption of the system on
account of the sanitary advantages.

CONFERENCE OF MILITIA SURGEONS.
A CONFERENCE of militia surgeons was held on August 7th, under the
presidency of Mr. W. STOKES (Dublin). In opening the proceedings,
the Chairman read the following statement of militia surgeons respect-
ing the proposed abolition of the chief portion of their emoluments,
contained in the New Army Regulation Act.
" i. Militia surgeons hold their commissions for life under various

Acts of Parliament. 2. Their duties are to attend the members of the
permanent staff of their respective regiments ; to inspect recruits where-
ever and whenever called upon to do so, and give opinions in writing
as to their fitness or unfitness to serve in the force ; to inspect those
members of the staff and volunteers whose period of service has expired,
and who wish to rejoin; to inspect volunteers coming up for training
or embodiment, and see that they are in good health, fit for service,
and free from contagious disease of any kind ; to be present with the
regiment during the training or embodiment. 3. The pay of militia
surgeons is derived principally from a capitation allowance for attend-
ance on the members of the permanent staff and their families, and
from the fees received for the medical examination of recruits, etc. In ad-
dition, the militia surgeon receives the same pay as surgeons of the line
whenever his regiment happens to be called out for training ; and, in
Ireland at least, this is a most uncertain and unreliable source of in-
come, as it occasionally happens that many years elapse without there
being any training; previous to I871, there was no training for five
years. When training does take place, the surgeon's income from all
sources may be roughly estimated at from £150 to /200 per annum.
It should also be remembered that the surgeon has to provide himself
with a very costly outfit, and has to share in all the mess expenses.
4. The militia surgeons submit that they have always done their duties
efficiently, and given satisfaction to their commanding officers. 5. In
many instances they relinquished their private practice, and went with
their respective regiments on active service abroad, or on garrison duty
in distant parts of Great Britain and Ireland. 6. It is now proposed
to deprive the militia surgeons of the chief portion of their emoluments,
for, under the new Army Regulation Act, their services will only be
required during the training. Thus, the chief bulk of their pay, de-
rived from the inspection of recruits, and from attendance on the per-
manent staff, is to be taken away from them, without any compensation
whatever. 7. In January I863, a circular memorandum was issued,
directing that militia surgeons should in future reside at the head-
quarters of their respective regiments. In compliance with this order many
surgeons relinquished the private practice and appointments they had ob-
tained in one locality, and removed to new homes at the head-quarters
of their respective regiments. 8. Under the new system, the militia
surgeons will be called upon again to leave their homes and give up
their private practice, and be present at the training or embodiment, at
thenew depot centres . By this arrangement the surgeon's private practice,
if he have any, and its emoluments, cease altogether; and, should he
hold some public appointment, such as a dispensary or hospital, he
must, if allowed to do so by the authorities, provide and pay a substi-
tute during his absence. For this increased expenditure and pecuniary
loss, the pay during the training is quite inadequate. 9. Many militia
surgeons, relying on the permanency of their appointments, have ne-
glected to seek other professional posts, and will be cast adrift on the
world should this contemplated measure be passed into law. io. It is
contrary to all precedent, and contrary to the spirit of the legislature,
that any class of servants of the Crown, holding permanent appoint-
ments, should, without even any alleged dereliction of duty on their
part, be deprived of the greater portion of their official income without
compensation. i I. In case the Government persist in abolishing the
chief portion of their emoluments, the militia surgeons submit that
they are entitled in all equity and justice, to fair compensation."
He said it was too late to expect anything to be done in the way of re-

medy or compensation this session, but it behoved them all to use their
utmost influence with members of Parliament before Parliament re-
assembled.

After a short discussion, it was resolved, on the motion of Dr.
ORroN, seconded by Dr. WILLIAMS, " That the statement drawn up
by the Irish militia surgeons be adopted by this meeting of English
militia surgeons."

It was next resolved, on the motion of Dr. TAYLOR, seconded by
Dr. GOODCHILD, " That a meeting of English militia surgeons be held
in London at as early a date as possible, to discuss the recommenda-
tions of the meeting of English militia surgeons held at Birmingham on
August 8th."
On the motion of Dr. WILLIAMs, a vote of thanks was passed to Dr.

Stokes, for the kind manner in which he had taken up the matter, and
the proceedings terminated.
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