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ing the emphasis of the medical course away
from the technically minded, curatively
oriented Western style towards the preven-
tive approach based on simple techniques in
which the rural worker is regarded as being
at the itop of the pyramid of care rather than
at the bottom.
The disparaging remarks which Dr.

Senewiratne makes about medical auxiliaries
do not accord well with experience in China'
and Africa, where it is being found that a
simply trained medical worker in close con-
tact with the people and under the direction
of doctors can improve basic health more
effectively and much more cheaply than
under a conventional Western-type system
-as well as making the doctor's work, in
organizing a team approach, more reward-
ing.

It is inevitable that medical training in a
developing country patterned on Western
methods will encourage migration, as will
postgraduate courses in Europe and America.
As Dr. Senewiratne points out, much in-
sidious harm is done by such courses, which
could be avoided if the teachers were in-
stead seconded to the country concerned for
a period. Tfhis would also have the valuable
effect of widening the participant's view-
point immneasurably.-I am, etc.,

TONY WATERSTON

Royal Hospital for Sick Children,
Yorkhill, Glasgow

Health Care in China. Geneva, Christian Medical
Commission, 1974.

Complications of Laparoscopy

SIR,--Though a straightforward laparo-
sopic sterilization is probably a shorter
procedure than a tubal ligation after
laiparotomy, the advantage is marginal and
if there is an increased incidence of com-
plications laparoscopy would be unjustifiable.
However, the ishorter time taken for laparo-
scopic sterilization is not the c,hief justifica-
tion for its use and Mr. E. E. Rawlings and
Mr. B. Balgobin (29 March, p. 727), by
keeping,such patients in hospital for three to
four days, nullify the main advantage.

Several consultants in this unit consider
this procedure to be suitable for day cases,
though the patients always have the option
to choose to be kept in overnight or to
change their mind after recovering from the
anaesthetic. The table shows ithe number of
patients admitted for laparoscopic steriliza-
tion as day cases and the number who were
transferred for overnight recovery during the
past year, since the day area in this hos-

Overnight
Day Cases Stay

1974
March/April 16 10*
May 27 10
June 19 6
July 18 9t

Total 80 35

August 23 it
September 11 0
October 5 it
November 6 2
December 8 1

1975
January 10 2
February 9 1
March 11 1

Total 83 8

*Laparotomy and sterilization carried out in two cases.

tLaparotomy and sterilization carried out in one case.

pital opened. Tihe dramatic change in
August reflected the increasing confidence
of the sister in charge of the unit, who was
not previously experienced in looking after
such cases.

Since August 1974 83 patients have been
operated on in this way and, excluding the
two laparotoinies, have required 89 bed
days. The same number of patients treated
by Mr. Rawlings and Mr. Balgobin would
have required 283 bed days. The saving is
even greater since the day area is staffed by
nurses working only between 8 a.m. and
5 p.m. No complications of any consequence
have occurred in this small number of cases.
The calibre of anaesthesia is obviously of
great importance. Most of the patients have
been given follow-up appointments and there
is no doubt that fthis approach is popular
with patients, who so often have young
children.-I am, etc.,

J. W. CRAWFORD
University Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
Ninewells Hospital,
Dundee

Injudicious First-aid

SIR,-We are deeply concerned by the im-
plications of your leading article (5 April,
p. 5). We wonder if the State-registered
nurse who gave external cardiac massage to
a shopper who had collapsed was criticized
unjustly after the pathologist found internal
laceration ibut "no underlying disealse . . .

which would have caused her collapse."
Every experienced pathologist is well

aware that no definite cause of death can be
found in a proportion of patients who die
suddenly. If widespread coronary atheroma
is present this may reasonably be presumed
to be the cause of death; a very recent
infarct will not be evident unless special
stains are used, and many patients die of
ventricular fibrillation in the absence of any
fresh ischaemic event. Units providing
resuscitation facilities outside hospital can
testify to the frequency of primary ventri-
cular fibrillation without apparent cause. The
data from Seattle' are of special interest. Of
143 patients who survived out-of-hospital
fibrillation, 48 had no previous history of
cardiovascular disease and no fewer than 97
had no evidence of infarction on serial
electrocardiograms. Moreover, we know of
many conditions that can cause ventricular
fibrillation, such as Wolff-Parkinson-White
syndrome complicated by atrial fibrillation
and the syndromes of prolonged Q-T
interval, which would show no abnormality
at necropsy. Thus it would be wrong to
assume that the collapse of the patient men-
tioned in your leading article could not have
been due to cardiac arrest simply because
the pathologist found no evidence of under-
lying disease.
We believe that tissues whidh have become

engorged and relatively stiff after circulatory
arrest are more susceptible to damage by
trauma. We wonder if the injuries described
by the pathologist could ihave occurred
because -the patient was already dead when
the massage was given, rather than the
patient having died because of the injuries.

External cardiac massage is not free from
risks even in experienced hans. We strongly
support the notion that only skilled first-aid
workers should be instructed in its use.
However, the risks are small compared with
the successes that can be achieved. We might

mention that 16 patients survived in our
area in 1974 afiter resuiscitation outside hos-
pital by paramedical personnel. We very
much hope that nurses, ambulancemen, and
other first-aid workers are not exposing
themselves to risk of censure by attempting
resuscitation, for if they were to -be dis-
couraged in this way many lives might be
lost unnecessarily.-We are, etc.,

D. A. CHAMBERLAIN
R. I. K. ELLIOTT
D. H. MELCHER

Royal Sussex County Hospital,
Brighton

Baum, R. S., Alvarez, H., and Cobb, L. A.,
Circulation, 1974, 50, 1231.

SIR,-Death due to injudicious first-aid, as
described in your leading article (5 April,
p. 5), must be a rare event. I am not sure
that injury due to first-aid is uncommon.
I have certainly seen in the past two years
two patients to whom this happened. Mhe
first was a man Who was on holiday in Easrt
Anglia with his wife. He is a man subject to
attacks of hypoglycaemia and on this
occasion 'he left his hotel before breakfasit to
post a letter. He felt faint vhile waiting to
cross the road. A passer-by was a nurse from
an intensive care unit. She assumed carcliac
arrest and immediately apolied heart com-
pression, as a result of which the patient was
in hospital with a fractured sternum and
several fractured ribis for several weeks.
Recently a patient of mine, subject to faints,
had an attack in church. On this occasion
artificial respiration fractured several riibs.
The warnings in your article should be
heeded by all.-I am, etc.,

M. DRURY
Department of Medicine,
Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
Edgbaston, Birmingham

Hormonal Pregnancy Tests and Congenital
Malformations

SIR,-Your leading article (30 November, p.
485) reviewed the evidence for and against a
teratogenic effect of horimones administered
to women during early pregnancy and con-
cluded that the findings of associations
between sex steroid's and congenital
anomalies "require confirmation or refuta-
tion from elsewhere."
The Committee on Safety of Medicines

has received through its spontaneous report-
ing scheme only a small number of reports
alleging a possible causal association between
'the use of drugs during pregnancy and the
subsequent delivery of a malformed child.
However, in order to detect possible asso-
ciations the committee has collaborated with
the medical division of the Office of Popula-
tion Censuses and Surveys (O.P.C.S.) in an
investigation of pregnancies which resulted
in the birth of a malformed hild in England
and Wales during 1971 and 1972. This in-
vestigation has been based on notifications
to the O.P.C.S. of babies 'born with a
malformation. General practitioners who had
cared for the mothers during pregnancy
were identified with the help of family
practitioner oommnittees. Detail's of the
maternal "drug histories" were obtained
from the general practitioners' records dur-
ing interviews with doctors employed by the
Committee on Safety of Medicines. Each
case history was paired with that of a no,rmal
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