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in the process. On admission to hospital there was
no further aggressive behaviour, and the sudden
alteration in the patient's conduct could not be
attributed to any ictal or post-ictal events.

It is probable that in this case diazepam
could be incriminated in the precipitation of
aggressive behaviour. Though there was a
long history of epilepsy, there was no
evidence of alteration in epileptic status
clinically, no-r could personality deterioration
be demonstrated. Further, E.E.G. recordings
had been made 15 and four years pre-
viously, and a recent crecord revealed no
deterioration. The E.E.G.s consistently
showed paroxysms of polyspike activity,
there being no indication of temporal lobe
foci. It is, of course, well recognized that
temporal lobe epilepsy or a temporal -lobe
abnormality carries an increased risk of
personality disorder or behaviour disturb-
ance.2

If drugs of the benzodiazepine group are
occa.sionally responsible for the release of
aggressive outbursts, t,hen caution is neces-
sary in their administration not only for
anxiety and tension, but perhaps even more
so in epileptic disorders, where diazepam in
particular has gained some popularity on
account of this combination of anxiolytic and
anticonvulsant properties. Paradoxical re-
aciions with excitement are already known to
occur.3-I am, etc.,
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Postoperative Management after
Thymectomy

SIR,-In their interesting paper on the man-
agement of thymectomy (8 February, p. 309)
Dr. A. B. Loach and colleagues were unwise,
in our view, ito have iproposed a critical level
of 2 litres for the preoperative vital capacity
with respect to the need for postoperative
artificial ventilation. The number of patients
in their study (21) is surely too small to justify
such a conclusion. Indeed in their own
series there was one exception, and of their
eight other patients who required artificial
ventilation no fewer than four had values
for the vital capacity that lay so close to the
"critical" level (one was actually 2 litres) that
any confidence in it must be immediately
undermined, given the variability inherent
in the measurement. While the authors pro-
perly stress that other clinical factors must be
taken into account when the vital capacity
is dcose to the critical level, the concept of
such a level is nevertheless likely to invite a
false sense of security in those who choose
to use -it.

Dr. Loach and his colleagues suggest that
there are two "safe" policies for management
of the postoperative period-namely, either
preoperative itradheostomy with artificial
ventilaftion and withdrawal of anticholine-
sterases or (their own recommendation) an
unchanged drug regimen in the postoperative
period with tracheostomy selected principally
on the preoperative vital capacity. We would
like to propose an alternative which is in
current use here. Nasotracheal intubation is
undertaken at the time of induction of

anaesthesia and anticholinesterase medica-
tion is substantially reduced or withdrawn
for, like Osserman and Genkins,' we have
usually found the drug requirements to be
reduced postoperatively. An edrophonium
(Tensilon) test is carried out daily to assess
anticholinesterase requirements and the
vital capacity is charted four-hourly. The
patient breathes spontaneously oxygen-
enriched air. If respiratory distress develops
artificial ventilation is begun, and in some
cases in which the vital capacity is low arti-
ficial ventilation is also instituted electively
at nighit. After the fourth postoperative day
a steadily increasing vital capacity is usually
a sign that the tube may be removed.2
A potential drawback of our method is the

discomfort associated with the presence of
a nasotracheal tube, but in the event it has
proved to be well tolerated. This manage-
ment policy seems to us to retain the safe-
guard of a secure airway, which is lacking
in the regimen proposed by Dr. Loadh and
his colleagues, while avoiding the morbidity
associated with tracheostomy.-We are, etc.,
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SIR,-We read the paper by Dr. A. B. Loach
and others (8 February, p. 309) with interest
and, while applauding the application of
clinical measurement in patient management,
we would like to make the following observa-
tions.
We agree that preoperative ventilatory

function tests are of value in anticipating
ventilatory support requirements in the
postoperative period. However, the sugges-
tion that a static vital capacity measurement
of less than 2 litres (irrespective of sex and
weight) is the principal criterion for a safe
management policy in which 12 days of
artificial ventilation via a tracheostomy be-
comes mandatory appears to us to be far too
rigid.

Undoubtedly the advent of the intensive
care unit, assisted ventilation, and the closest
co-operation between clinician and anaes-
thetist has now made surgery of the thymus
gland for myasthenia a relatively safe pTo-
cedure. While we agree with many of the
issues raised in the article, there are certain
different approaches which we consider
worth mentioning. These are best highlighted
by briefly indicating our routine.
A prolonged inpatient spell to prepare the

patient, and staff, thoroughly for thymectomy
is considered wise.
The administration of cholinesterase inhib-

itors is continued right up to the time of the
operation.
We believe it good practice that every

patient undergoing thymectomy should be
nursed for at least 48 hours in the intensive
care unit.

It is our experience that cholinesterase in-
hibitors are not necessary in the immediate
postoperative period. Careful observation will
usually indicate their need within 6-12 hours
after thymecto-my. At such time the drugs
may be restarted, usually in a reduced dos-
age.

Unless the pa(tient already has a trcbeo-
stomy we find that this procedure is seldom
necessary. But in patents who have poor
pulmonary function (for example, a vital
capacity of less than 1-5 1), when the pleura
was inadvertently opened at the operation,
or when there is any doubt about adequate
ventilation, then we never hesitate to leave
the endotracheal tube in situ and to ventilate
the patient for at least 48 hours. Analgesics
are given liberally, but no other drugs. After
48 hours the cholinergic drugs are restarted
and usually within 24-48 hours the patient
can be weaned off the ventilator and may
then be extubated. Otherwise, with careful
supervision, the patient may remain thus
intubated for 5-7 days. We have found it to
be exceptional for the patient then to need
tracheostomy.
Each patient is a problem on his own

and only careful and continuous observation
by experienced personnel will point the way
to the dosage and frequency of the drugs
and the need for assisted ventilation.1'3-We
are, etc.,
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Measurement of Neonatal Growth

SIR,-The studies of Dr. H. B. Valman
and his colleagues (3 August, p. 319) and
Dr. Sheila A. McKenzie (4 January, p. 38)
have again drawn attention to the uncertainty
which surrounds the question of optimum
milk requirements for low-,birth-weight in-
fants in the early weeks of life.
One reason for this continuing uncertainty

is a persistence in using weight gain as the
main standard of reference for neonatal
growth. In clinical practice weight gain is
still the most widely used measure of neo-
natal growth, but it should not be relied
upon as the sole measure since it can so
readily be influenced by factors which are
not generally considered to be growth, such
as variations in the state of hydration, fat,
and mineral accumulation.' In older children
length or height is a most important
measurement and in neonates it is a much
better single criterion of growth than is
weight since it is unaffected by the accumul-
ation of water and fat.' Head circumference
is also an important measurement in the
neonatal period since it accurately reflects
intracranial volume2 and cellular brain
growth.) It is difficult therefore to understand
why these other measures of growth are so
infrequently used in studies of infant growth
and nutrition.
The accompanying figures illustrate the

importance of evaluating growth of length
and head circumference in adklition to weight
gain. These show the growth during the
first month of life of 23 healthy preterm
infants who were born between 28 and 32
weeks' gestation. The infants were fed
either expressed breast milk or a modified
cow's milk. Average daily milk intake be-
tween the 7th and 28th days was 204 ml/kg.
The infants were weighed on an Avery scales
accurate to 10 g, crown-heel length was
measured with a Neonatometer,4 and the
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