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G.P.s' Pay

SIR,-I would support the views expressed
by Dr. J. V. Thomas and others (25 May,
p. 447). Failing an adequate Review Body
report all doctors should resign from the
N.H.S. We should immediately show our
willingness to co-operate with the Govern-
ment in running some form of N.H.S., and
in the three months leading to the resigna-
tions becoming effective we should negotiate
terms of service wh-ich are fair to ourselves
and our patients. We should also make pro-
vision for running our own service should
these negotiations break dorn and we must
not be folbbed off with promises or royal
commissions.
A few -of my personal views are that pen-

sions should be funded and we should be
aible to retire at 60 on two-thirds pension.
Notional average G.P. earnings as worked
out at present may sound adequate to the
layman, but these amounts should be given
for looking after no more than 2,000 patients.
We should be paid not less than £3 each for
extra patients annually, and any services
outside general medical treatment should be
paid for separately.
At these rates some doctors would, no

doubt, be earning handsome sums. The
answer to this lies with the Government,
who should ensure an adequate number of
trained doctors entering the service to reduce
our lists to manageable prQportions. Then
we could earn more mod-est sums from
practising good medicine to the benefit of
patients and country alike.

Let us all stand firm now-we have
nothing to lose but our overdrafts! -I am,
etc.,

R. J. MOUNTAIN
Burton upon Trent, Staffs

Mileage for Consultants

SIR,-Do Drs. W. J. Appleyard (27 April,
p. 229) and M. C. C. Bird (11 May, p. 336)
really expect the N.H.S. to provide them
with a car, fuelled, taxed, and insured, as
part of their emoluments? This is quite
unreasonable as the vast majority of us
would be car owners whether or not our
appointment necessitated the use of a car.

I am disturbed by the increasing pre-
occupation of so many of our profession
with material rewards. Is there no job satis-
faction left?-I am, etc.,

GEORGE STUART TURNER
Dunston Hill Hospital,
Gateshead, Co. Durham

G.P.s and Family Planning

SIR,--Dr. G. J. Drabu (18 May, p. 389)
seems worried that he will be "left out"
of the family planning aspect of the N.H.S.
How absurd! In my consulting room every
day I practise some aspect of family plan-
ning, including advice, prescription of "the
pill," insertion of I.U.D.s (without anaes-
thesia and in carefully chosen recipients in
all cases), and also, where necessary and
with fairly broad criteria, prtscription of
antiovulatory substances onr EC10. Nobody
has ever objected or tried to prevent my
service, which I provide at present under
my ordinary N.H.S. contract. Admittedly it
would be pleasant to receive a fee each time,

and I look forward to this, but I will not
"work to rule" meanwhile.-I am, etc.,

A. CRAIG
Workington, Cumbria

Authentication of International Certificates

SIR,-I have recently been asked by two
of the new health authorities to let them
have a specimen signature for future
authentication requirements (international
certificates of vaccination, etc.). I have re-
quested from each authority guarantees of
the securities of these signatures as most
forms seem to be authenticated by unknown
clerks and the chances of forgery are by no
means remote.
Would it not be wiser for the new health

authorities to issue to established doctors
authentication stamps and so avoid the

present time-wasting bureaucratic pro-
cedure?-I am, etc.,

GEORGE MATHERS
Gloucester

Minors and Contraception

SiR,-Mrs. Barbara Castle and her advisers,
when making contraception freely available
to all, Whether married or not, encourage
people to fornicate, thus breaking the law
of God. Now she and her advisers are
allowing doctors to give contraceptives to
minors, thus encouraging a breach in the
law of the land-a natural progression but
one sure to bring about untold suffering
and trouble. I hope that doctors will not be
intimidated by this pressure to break the
law and urge them to resist.-I am, etc.,

JOHN BEALE
Ramsgate, Kent

Points from Letters

B.M.A. Membership

Mr. H. G. STURZAKER (South Croydon,
Surrey) writes: Inflation remains with us
and we are faced with the prospect of a
further increase in the B.M.A. membership
subscription (Supplement, 27 April, p. 36).
No doubt there will be much talk about how
the B.M.A. should prune its services and
improve its efficiency, but a big boost to our
financial situation would ibe a vast increase
in membership. Might I suggest, therefore,
that each and every member resolves during
the next month to approach all known non,
B.M.A. members and not to rest until at
least two of them have joined the Associa-
tion.... A big drive for increase in mem-
bership would not only help the Associa-
tion's finances but would also strengthen
the hand of our negotiators in their many
difficult tasks.

Tar Content of Cigarette Tobacco

Colonel P. H. CUMMINGS, I.M.S. (Ret.)
(Bere Regis, Dorset) writes: Wide publicity
has been given to details of the tar content
of the many brands of manufactured
cigarettes. For the benefi-t of many smokers
who make their own cigarettes why is the
same information not available on the
different brands of tobacco used? I use a
special tar-collecting cigarette-holder and
judging by the amount of tar removed daily
it would appear that this is far higher than
that of miany manufactured cigarettes and
therefore a far greater health hazard.

Platform Shoe Syndrome
Mr. P. R. J. VICKERS (Newcastle upon
Tyne) writes: May I suggest that, though
the design of the footwear involved in the
"platform shoe syndrome" (Dr. M. S.
Whitehouse, 27 April, p. 225) is poor, this
is not in fact related to the platform sole or
its height. The fault lies in the question
whether the heel of the foot rests on a
horizontal support or not. The same fault
can be found in shoes with raised heels

which are not platform shoes. The ankle
becomes less stable as it is partly flexed
and therefore more liable to sustain trauma.
If the heel of the foot does not rest on a
horizontal surface there is a {tendency for
the tibia to lean forward, with consequent
flexion of the knee joint to maintain the
erect position, the slightly flexed knee joint
being unstable and susceptible to trauma.
In both cases it is the deviation from the
horizontal at the superior aspect of the heel
of the shoe which is at fault.

Fever in Malignant Disease

Professor H. A. REIMANN (Hahnemann
Medical College and Hospital, Philadelphia)
writes: According to your leading article
(30 March, p. 591) the late Richard Asher
doubted the existence of (Murchison)-Pel-
Ebstein fever in Hodgkin's disease. It may
be uncommon, but reference should be made
to Ask-Upmark's monograph, which cites
many examples of periodic fever during
neoplastic diseases, including Hodgkin's
disease.' The remarkable feature of the fever
is its recurrence at regularly predictable
intervals of about 21 days. Illustrative charts
appear in my monograph.2
1 Ask-Upmark, E., Svenska Lakares0llskapets, 1938,

64, 5.
2 Reimann, H. A., Periodic Diseases. Philadelphia,

Davis, 1963.

Clinical Public Health Doctors

Dr. J. D. CONDON (Church Stretton, Salop)
writes: Your leading article (18 May, p.
348) was timely and correct.... I hope that
you will now press forward for better pay
and conditions. Reorganization has made no
difference to our status and we have no idea
as to our conditions of service. . . . I note
that the Public Health Committee is being
disbanded and will be superseded by the
Central Committee for Conmunity Medi-
cine. I would plead that clinical public
health doctors figure largely on this com-
mittee as we will get no more backing from
the area medical officer than previously from
the medical officer of health....
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