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to do in general practice. A central body,
ultimately the General Medical Council,
would determine the general shape and stan-
dard of training, but meanwhile there. was
general agreement on a period of three years'
organized sequence of jobs chosen for the
vocational value of the experience. Most of
these jobs would be in hospital-as would be
the training jobs for other specialties-and
their correlation was a formidable organiza-
tional task. The shape of any scheme should
be regional, based on the postgraduate
medical education committees of the medical
schools. A small regional committee, which
would include a regional adviser in general
practice, would be responsible, and one of its
tasks would be to guide young doctors into
appropriate specialties, aiming at a com-
promise between ruthless direction and an
absolutely free choice, which could lead to
future frustration. He saw the function of
the central committee, his own or its suc-
cessor, as persuasive and advisory to the
regions, not directive.

Who Implements Vocational Training ?

Mr. GORDON McLAcwAN (Nuffield Pro-
vincial Hospitals Trust) noted that many
independent bodies were involved in voca-
tional training, but nobody was yet respon-
sible for its implementation. Vocational
training linked to undergraduate teaching and
continuous training must start soon, before
a conservative General Medical Council
pronounced and even before national agree-
ment on its exact form. Programmes should
be regionally based, pragmatic, and practical.

In the discussion which followed Dr.
HORDER said vocational training would make
entry into general practice more difficult-
though it would make general practice itself
more attractive-and he wondered how it
would affect the supply of young doctors.
Mr. STEPHEN LLOYD (President, B.M.S.A.)
regretted that he could not answer this
question, but if the salaries in vocational
training of hospital medicine remained low
he thought that young married doctors might

emigrate. Dr. JOHN MCKNIGHT thought too
many difficulties were being foreseen. Young
doctors doing vocational training were not
lightly swayed by prospects of immediately
higher pay. Dr. W. H. HYLTON (general
practitioner, Somerset) thought it too much
to expect that £4,000 a year or more would
not tempt young doctors with families into
practice without vocational training. A
thorough vocational training for general prac-
tice was an absolute necessity. The recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission should
be put into effect as soon as possible, and
meanwhile no doctor should be allowed to
become a principal in the N.H.S. within
three years of registration.
Summing up LORD PLATT said that there

was an enormous area of agreement on what
was needed in vocational training. Doctors
must now get on with it without worrying
too much about the relative responsibilities of
the regional and central organization, or
exactly where the money was to come
from.

NEW APPLIANCES

Small Aneurysm Needles
Professor M. DE BURGH DALY and Dr.
JENNIFER E. ANGELL JAMES, Department of
Physiology, St. Bartholomew's Hospital
Medical College, London E.C.1, write: A set
of small aneurysm needles has been designed
for use in. surgery on laboratory animals.
Though required for specific operative pro-
cedures it is felt that they might be of more
general use.
The set includes eight different patterns

of needles (see Fig.), and five of these
have been made in left-hand and right-
hand versions. The radius of curvature of
the smallest aneurysm needle is 1/20 in.
(1.25 mm.).
Each needle is inserted into a standard

4-in. (10-cm.) handle to which a tapered
extension 5/8 in. (1.6 cm.) long has been
added to provide the needle with sufficient
rigidity.
The aneurysm needles may be obtained

from Messrs A. L. Hawkins & Co. Ltd.,
15 New Cavendish Street, London W.1, to
whom we wish to express our thanks for
making t.hprototypes. The photograph was
kindly supplied by Mr. D. C. Moore.
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The set of aneurysm needles.
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