
13 April 1968 BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL

TOMORROW'S BUILDINGS

Two for the Price of One
At a press conference on 1 April the Minister of Health introduced the plans for new district general hospitals at
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, and at Frimley, Surrey, the latest product of the Ministry's own design and planning
team. The striking innovation in the designs is that the two hospitals are virtually identical, though the areas differ
-one is largely agricultural and the other mixed agricultural and industrial. The new design incorporates features
intended to encourage the development of community medical services based on the hospital, and facilities for day-
surgery and better outpatient services have been included.

New Hospitals at Bury St. Edmunds and at Frimley
The title of the paper describing the two
hospitals is " Rationalization of Planning and
Design," and the objective that the design
team set itself was " to secure better value for
money." As the design, with minimal varia-
tion, satisfied the needs for two areas it saved
considerable sums in the planning stages.

Further economies have been made by
designing the building and its contents as
a whole, eliminating waste space, and intro-
ducing areas with alternative uses. Flexibil-
ity of use is a major feature of the design-
beds are not to be allocated to a particular
consultant, beds which will be used for day-
surgery will also be used for emergencies at
night, and there is no rigid demarcation in
the outpatient clinics, teaching rooms, study
rooms and the like between specialties.

Shape of the Design

Cost studies showed that the most econom-
ical depth for the building plan was between
40 and 50 ft., and that the choice of two
storeys rather than three or more made easier
the problems of communication and of
organizing supplies. Communications are
also easier if the heavily serviced departments
are grouped together in a central core.
A total of 308 beds is provided in general

acute wards, mostly in the form of 36-bed
sections each having four single rooms and
five multi-bed bays. These wards are
arranged on the first floor in a continuous
band around the central treatment area.
There will in addition be 85 maternity beds,
50 short-stay psychiatric beds, 50 beds for
assessment and rehabilitation of geriatric
patients, 28 paediatric beds, and 20 beds for
infectious diseases.
The central area of the hospital contains

the pharmacy, the radiotherapy and patho-
logy departments, and the operating theatres.
Six theatre suites will open off a single
internal corridor, at one end of which is the
theatre sterile supply unit and at the other
the entrances for patients and staff. An

intensive therapy unit of eight beds is also
provided.

Outpatient Facilities

In order that the hospitals will be able to
serve the needs of the community the
operating theatres and diagnostic departments
have been designed to be of a size greater
than that usual for the number of beds.
Simple surgical procedures will be performed
on outpatients, who will return home the
same evening, and recovery beds have been
included for this purpose. In a similar way

the psychiatric unit and the department of
physical medicine have been designed to pro-

vide adequate facilities for the treatment of
outpatients.
The paper refers to the " community care

team " of general practitioners, district nurses,
health visitors, and midwives, and the plans
have been discussed with members of all
these professions. Space is included in the

design to be used by general practitioners
and local health and welfare workers for
liaison purposes, and there is an education
centre which will be shared with the hospital
staff.

Saving of Costs

When the hospitals are being built costs
will be reduced by building in one continuous
operation rather than in phases. The archi-
tectural and engineering features have been
assessed to ensure that economies in capital
costs are not outweighed by excessive expen-
diture on maintenance. Nevertheless, the
Minister made it clear that the two hospitals
were not " a standard hospital," but "an
amalgam of several ideas all designed to
secure greater economy and efficiency in hos-
pital building." As lessons were learned
from the project they would be passed on to
hospital boards to be used for further
planning.

Muodel snowing aesign or new nospitals.

113

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.5597.113 on 13 A
pril 1968. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

