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Obituary Notices

Dr. E. Bulmer, honorary physician and
former senior physician, United Birmingham
Hospitals, died at the Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital, Birmingham, on 2 June. He was 66.

Ernest Bulmer was born in Newcastle
upon Tyne on 27 July 1900, and received

his medical edu-
cation at Edin-
burgh University,
graduating M.B.,

B .S. with honours

~~in 1922. H-is

ate training in-
cluded a year in

Paris shortly after
graduation, then

later a period as

resident medical
officer at Bir-

mingham General

Hospital, where
.. he was appointed

[Morland Brajthwalte

to the honorary
staff as assistant physician at an early age in
1925. In addition he served as visiting
honorary physician at Stourbridge, Lich-
field, and other peripheral hospitals, hold-
ing also University appointments as demon-
strator in pathology and lecturer in medicine.
He took the M.R.C.P.Ed. in 1924, and
proceeded M.D. the following year. In 1926
he took the M.R.C.P., and in 1936 was

elected F.R.C.P. When in 1939 war appeared
imminent, Bulmer joined the 14th R.A.M.C.
General Hospital as medical specialist, and
saw service in France with the B.E.F. until
evacuated at the time of Dunkirk. Later he
became consultant in medicine to the 21st
Army Group, with the rank of brigadier,
serving in the Middle East and in Western
Europe. His distinguished services in Egypt
earned for him the O.B.E., and his work in
the European Campaign in 1944-5 gained
for him the C.B.E. and the American Legion
of Merit.

After demobilization he was promoted in
1947 to full physician on the staff of the
Birmingham United Hospitals, and continued
as a senior consultant physician at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital until his retirement from
the active staff in 1965. In 1948 he was

elected F.R.C.P.Ed.
His published works were many, and

covered a wide field. With a special interest
in gastroenterology, he had before the war

pioneered in Birmingham the use of the
gastroscope as a method of investigating
dyspepsia, and by his analysis of the mor-

tality figures for gastrointestinal haemorrhage
he was one of the first to emphasize the
importance of adequate treatment for peptic
ulcer and its complications. War service gave

him further opportunities for original obser-
vation and research, and numerous publica-
tions on the treatment of dysentery, a survey

of tropical disease in the Middle East, and
other aspects of military medicine came from
him during these years. He was joint author
with Dr. A. L. P. Peeney of a section on

" Bacillary Dysentery (Shigellosis) " in the
British Encyclopaedia of Medical Practice,
vol. 4, in 1950. As principal medical officer
of the Beacon Insurance Company he made
a special study of the medical aspects of life
assurance, publishing original observations on
the subject.

In the United Birmingham Hospitals he
served for a time on the Board of Governors,
and was chairman of its Medical Advisory
Committee. Birmingham medical circles will
remember him as a president of the Midland
Medical Society in 1959-60, and chairman
of the Birmingham Division of the B.M.A.
from 1958 to 1960, and representative at the
Annual Meeting in 1960-1. He was a

member of the Council of the British
Medical Association during 1960-2. He
served on the Board of Clinical Studies at
Birmingham University, acting as its chair-
man for a period of years. He was president
of the Society of British Gastroenterologists
(of which he was a founder member) in 1961,
and of the Association of Physicians of Great
Britain in 1962. He was for many years an

active member of the Civil Defence Commit-
tee of Birmingham Regional Hospital Board.
As hospital area officer he was active in the
formulation of arrangements concerning hos-
pital services within the Regional Civil De-
fence Plan. Also for many years he was

associated with the planning arrangements to
meet any major catastrophe occurring within
the City of Birmingham. In Birmingham
he was also well known as an active and
enthusiastic rotarian, and his place in public
life was to have been further enhanced by
his very recent appointment as a Deputy
Lieutenant of Warwickshire.

Dr. Bulmer's exuberant personality and
youthful appearance characterized his atti-
tude to life. He had a keen sense of humour,
and a happy knack of expressing himself
in a manner which combined lucidity with
the kind of turn of phrase which could evoke
sympathy where necessary, amusement where
appropriate, agreement wherever possible,
and attention at all times. As a general
physician he was conscious of the training re-

quirements of his students and also of his
junior colleagues. He therefore some years
ago had conceived the idea of having his
registrars combine their clinical work on a

part-time basis with research projects under
the supervision of the late Professor John
Squire in the university department of ex-

perimental pathology. On the other hand,
Dr. Bulmer was very concerned with the
personal issues involved in sickness, and
interested himself in the social aspects of his
patients' problems. With the close co-

operation of the hospital department of
medical social work he took a very active
part in the training of their students, for
whom he not infrequently held special ward
rounds. His capacity for work, and particu-
larly for the quick accurate decision, served
as an example to many of his colleagues who
from him learned how to combine sympathy
with efficiency, and thoroughness with

economic use of available resources. He was
held in very high regard by colleagues, and
particularly by general practitioners, as a
helpful and sympathetic consultant physician.
His private practice was large and diverse.

His domestic life was exceptionally happy.
In 1927 he married Dr. Eileen Wake, a
former fellow-resident at the General Hospi-
tal, and they have one son. His interests,
outside medicine, were mainly connected with
art and antiques, his good taste and deep
knowledge of these subjects being exemplified
in his own home, made gracious by many
examples of fine furniture and objets d'art.
He took great pleasure in foreign travel, and
his friends will remember many fascinating
accounts of his holiday journeys to the Black
Sea, Near East, South America, and else-
where. A man of very wide interests, he
lived life to the full. Our sympathy goes to
Mrs. Bulmer and their son Michael on their
grievous loss.-G. E. 0. W.

Air Vice-Marshal T. J. KELLY
C.B.E., M.C., M.D.

Air Vice-Marshal T. J. Kelly died in the
Royal Air Force Hospital, Wroughton, Wilt-
shire, on 25 May, after a long illness. He
was 77.
Thomas James Kelly was born in

Killarney on 18 April 1890, and received his
medical educa-
tion at Trinity
College, Dublin,
where he gradu-
ated M.B., Ch.B.,
B.A.O. in 1913.
Shortly afte r
graduation he

R.A.M.C., and
this marked the
beginn ing of
a distinguished
career in the
R.A.M.C. and
Royal Air Force [Walter Stoneman
covering a span
of 34 years. In the first world war he served
in France and Italy, and was awarded the
Military Cross, the Russian Order of St.
Stanislaus, the French Medaille d'Honneur,
as well as being mentioned in dispatches. He
transferred in 1918 to the newly formed
Medical Service of the Royal Air Force, in
which he served until his retirement in July
1947. Promoted to Air Commodore in 1941
and Air Vice-Marshal in 1944, he held the
posts of principal medical officer, Bomber
Command, in 1941-2, principal medical
officer, North Africa, in 1943, and principal
medical officer, Mediterranean and Middle
East, 1944 to 1946, appointments which he
filled with distinction.
On 27 December 1943 he accompanied Sir

Winston Churchill on his flight from Tunis
to Marrakesh, where the Prime Minister was
to convalesce after an attack of pneumonia.
Kelly advised that oxygen be made available
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during the 1,200-miles flight, a wise decision,
as the administration of oxygen to Sir
Winston became necessary owing to the air-
craft having to climb to 10,000 ft. to avoid
bad weather. He was thrice mentioned in
dispatches during the second world war, was

appointed C.B.E., and made a Commander
of the Legion of Merit, U.S.A., in 1945.
His last appointment before retirement was

as principal medical officer, Technical Train-
ing Command, and he was appointed
honorary surgeon to King George VI from
1945 to 1947.

In his younger days Tim Kelly was an

ardent skier, and after his retirement, when
he lived at Worthing, he continued to enjoy
his game of golf until his final illness even-

tually overtook him. He bore his long ill-
ness with the courage and fortitude that one

would have expected.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to his

widow, his daughter, and his son, who is also
serving in the medical branch of the Royal
Air Force.-E. S. S.

V. S. E. writes: To one who was asso-

ciated with Air Vice-Marshal Kelly for over

forty years and worked under his command
on several occasions his most outstanding
trait was his keenness and enthusiasm for
new ideas. He was a senior officer who
expected, and indeed demanded, high stan-
dards from his juniors, but his discipline was

invariably fair and just, and he was always
ready to help those in trouble or to take up

the case of anyone whom he considered had
been unfairly dealt with. To know this man
intimately was to discover great kindness and
sympathy, hidden at times under a somewhat
brusque exterior. Tommy Kelly had a quick
and analytical brain and had in addition the
peculiar ability to foresee or at least to fore-
cast the trend of events before they actually
occurred. In his own home he was a splen-
did host who greatly enjoyed having the
company of his friends around him. To all
who knew him, he was not only a kind and
sympathetic man with a quiet sense of Irish
humour but was in addition a devoted officer
with the interest of the R.A.F. Medical
Branch at heart. He invariably took a keen
interest in all officers and airmen who had
served with him, and this continued long
after his retirement in July 1947.

B. M. DICK, M.B., CH.B., F.R.C.S.ED.
F.R.C.S.GLAS.

Mr. B. M. Dick, formerly a consultant
thoracic surgeon to the Western Regional
Hospital Board (Scotland), died on 28 May
at his home in Busby, Lanarkshire. He was

67.
Bruce Mackenzie Dick was born at

Kendal, Westmorland, on 13 April 1900,
and received his medical education at Edin-
burgh University, graduating M.B., Ch.B. in
1922 with first-class honours. He had a dis-
tinguished academic career, and was awarded
the Allen fellowship in clinical medicine and
surgery, a fellowship in surgery by the
Rockefeller Foundation, the Grierson bursary
in materia medica, the Buchanan scholarship,
and the Beaney prize in surgery and anatomy.
Shortly after graduating he spent a year in
St. Louis, U.S.A., training in thoracic
surgery, in which he specialized after his
return to Edinburgh. In 1925 he took the

F.R.C.S.Ed. He was for a time lecturer
in clinical surgery at the University of Edin-
burgh, and a consultant in thoracic surgery

to the Ayrshire County Council. During
the second world war he was appointed sur-

geon in charge of the thoracic unit at Hair-
myres Hospital, Lanarkshire, a post he held
up to his retirement two years ago. He had
also held appointments as specialist surgeon

in diseases of the chest at the Western
Infirmary, Glasgow, and as consultant in
thoracic surgery to the Western Regional
Hospital Board (Scotland). In 1951 he was

elected Fellow of the Royal Faculty of
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow.
He was a founder member and past presi-

dent of the Society of Thoracic Surgeons of
Great Britain and Ireland, and co-author
with Sir Charles Illingworth of A Textbook
of Surgical Pathology.
He is survived by his widow and son.

C. F. W. I. writes: Bruce Dick was a mem-
ber of the group of surgical aspirants who
emerged in Edinburgh in the 1920s under
the inspiration of Wilkie, Fraser, and James
Graham. Soon after graduating he became
interested in thoracic surgery, then at an early
stage of development, and after a year's
training with Evarts Graham in St. Louis he
returned to Edinburgh to take up this
specialty as a career. He was not primarily
interested in operative techniques, but in all
aspects of pulmonary disease, especially
tuberculosis, and in his capacity as consultant
to a number of sanatoria before the war his
opinion was sought equally on medical as on

surgical aspects.
Bruce Dick was a big man with a gentle

nature and a capacity for warm friendship.
An inspiring teacher, he had a gift for
succinct description and a flair for pithy
comment. He was an authority on every-
thing relating to surgical pathology, which
engaged his attention until the last few weeks
of his life. In recent years recurrent illness
had led him to withdraw from many of his
outside activities. His final illness, which
had progressed inexorably during many
months, had confined him to the house and
made him increasingly dependent upon his
devoted wife and son. The sympathy of his
many friends and colleagues will go to them.

The following tribute comes from the
Cardio-Thoracic Unit, Mearnskirk Hospital:

It was just before the second world war

that Bruce Dick came to the west of Scot-
land from Edinburgh to develop the thoracic
surgical services in this area. Thoracic sur-

gery was a little-known specialty at that
time, and he started the work originally in
Hairmyres Hospital, Lanarkshire. Shortly
afterwards he set up a unit for the purpose
at Ruchill Hospital, and with the growing
scope of the specialty moved to more suitable
and larger accommodation at Mearnskirk
Hospital. Over the years this unit has grown
into the thriving cardio-thoracic department
which it is today.

All the members of this unit-surgeons,
physicians, and anaesthetists-will remember
him with deep affection for the wise counsel
and help he always gave so willingly to his
colleagues and friends. Although he was

primarily responsible for pioneering thoracic
surgery in the west of Scotland, he never

sought the limelight, but has left behind him
a lasting memory. To his devoted wife, who

nursed him through a very trying illness, and
to his son go our deepest sympathy.

H. E. QUICK, B.SC., M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S.

Mr. H. E. Quick, formerly a consulting
ophthalmic surgeon to the General and Eye
Hospital, Swansea, died at his home in
Reading on 23 May. He was 84.

Hamilton Ernest Quick was born on 13
November 1882 in Sydney, Australia, and
was brought to
Swansea when 18

months old. He

was educated at

t h e Swansea

.....s>s ,}
.....-,.Grammar School......

and at the Royal
College of

Science, South
Kensington, Lon-
don, and gradu-

ated B.Sc. in
1902. He re-

ceived his medical

training at St.

mew's Hospital,

London, graduat-
ing M.B., B.S. in 1906, and taking the Con-
joint diploma the same year. He followed this
up by taking the F.R.C.S. in 1909. After
house appointments in London and South-
ampton he went to Swansea to practise oph-
thalmology, and was appointed ophthalmic
surgeon to the General and Eye Hospital in
that town. He left for active service in the
Army during the first world war, when he
served with the 3rd Welsh Field Ambulance
at Gallipoli, and was mentioned in dispatches.
After demobilization he returned to Swansea
as a full ophthalmic surgeon, having as his
senior colleague Mr. Frank G. Thomas. He
continued in this post until 1947, when he
had to retire from the hospital after 39 years,
having reached the age limit. In 1949 he
retired completely and went to live in Read-
ing.
Mr. Quick had been ophthalmic surgeon

to various other hospitals in the vicinity of
Swansea, and was also a medical (ophthalmic)
referee under the Home Office. He had been

secretary and chairman of the local Division

of the B.M.A., and was a regular attender

of meetings. He had been president of the

Royal Institution of Swansea and of the

Scientific and Field Naturalists' Society.
Although he earned his livelihood at

ophthalmology, at which he was very expert,
his real delight lay in biology and, in par-
ticular, conchology and malacology. He was

attached to the Swansea Technical College
biology department, and to Swansea Univer-

sity College in the early days of his Swansea

professional life, and when he retired to Read-

ing he worked voluntarily at that University.
He was also president of the Conchological
Society in 1941-2 and of the Malacological
Society of London from 1950 to 1953, and

editor of the Proceedings of the Malacological
Society of London from 1951 to 1956. He
had a great love for the Gower Peninsula, and
he knew every inch of it. Up to two or three
years ago he used to escort students from the
marine biology department of Reading
University annually to spend a week or so in
Gower while he instructed them. He also
loved the Scilly Isles.

Obituary MEDICAL JOURNAL
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A quiet, reserved, and studious man, he was

very popular with his colleagues, and was

well known in academic circles. I, as his
junior colleague for many years, owe him a

great deal, and feel very sad that I shall see

him no more. He married Miss Adelaide
Ruth Hellins in 1918, and they had two

daughters-Mrs. Mary Thomas, with whom
he lived until his death, and Mrs. Nancy
Cooper. His wife died in 1946; she had
proved a wonderful helpmate, and her loss
was a very sad blow.-E. K. R. T.

The Secretary of the Malacological Society
writes: Mr. Quick was always ready to help,
and it was a pleasure to discuss aspects of
malacology with him and to enjoy his fine
collection of specimens. He published many
zoological papers, most of them dealing with
terrestrial snails and slugs. He was an

authority on the Succineidae and on British
slugs, and his advice was widely sought. He
was author of the Linnean Society of Lon-
don's Synopses of the British Fauna, No. 8,
Slugs, published in 1949, and the Bulletin
of the British Museum (Natural History)
British Slugs, which appeared in 1960.

M. J. HARKER, M.A., M.B., B.CH.
F.F.A. R.C.S.

Dr. M. J. Harker, formerly consultant
anaesthetist to the Robert Jones and Agnes
Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Oswestry, and
to the Royal Salop Infirmary, Shrewsbury,
died at his home in Borth, Cardiganshire, on
13 May, at the age of 68.
Maurice John Harker was born at

Teddington on 3 June 1898, and was at St.
Paul's School, London, until December 1916,
when he was commissioned in the Royal
Artillery. He was severely wounded and
taken prisoner-of-war in the German advance
in March 1918. After the Armistice he went
up to St. John's College, Cambridge,
graduating B.A. in 1923, and thence to St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, qualifying with the
Conjoint diploma in 1925. In 1928 he
graduated M.B., B.Ch. and took the M.A.
He was resident anaesthetist at St. Bartho-
lomew's and house-surgeon at Addenbrooke's
Hospital, Cambridge. During his time at
Bart's he was a prominent member of winning
teams of the hospital shooting and swimming
clubs; he was in the King's Htindred at
Bisley, and was in the England shooting
team. He also played golf with an
enthusiasm which was to last throughout his
life.

In 1928 he joined W. B. Aylmer Lewis in
general practice in Oswestry in what was to
prove to be a most harmonious partnership,
and he was also appointed on a part-time
basis as the first anaesthetist to the Shrop-
shire Orthopaedic Hospital. Previously the
anaesthetics there had been administered by
the house-surgeons in turn, and it is on record
that Sir Robert Jones and the other visiting
senior orthopaedic surgeons were loud in
their praise of the new appointment.

In 1939 Maurice Harker again volunteered
for service and went to France with the
B.E.F. as specialist anaesthetist to a casualty
clearing station with the rank of major. At
the time of Dunkirk he was evacuated on

the last boat to leave Boulogne, and after a

period in England he went to North Africa

with the First Army as anaesthetist to the
97th General Hospital, with which he served
for the remainder of the war. During his
war service he met Audrey Norfolk,
Q.A.I.M.N.S., and they were married in
Greece in 1945. He returned to Oswestry
after demobilization, but with the coming of
the Health Service he was appointed con-

sultant anaesthetist to the Royal Salop
Infirmary, and moved to Shrewsbury, though
continuing to work two full days a week at
what had now become the Robert Jones and
Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, where he
was for many years chairman of the medical
committee. He was elected F.F.A. R.C.S.
in 1955. He retired in 1962 and went to
live at Borth, where he had built a house
almost on the golf links.

Maurice Harker was a colourful per-
sonality and a big man in every way. He
will be sadly missed by a wide circle of
friends, and particularly by his anaesthetic
colleagues and by the many orthopaedic
surgeons with whom he had worked during
a period of 34 years at Oswestry. Our
deepest sympathy is extended to his widow.
-D. C. R. R. J.

J. E. MITCHELL, Mm.

Dr. J. E. Mitchell, formerly in general prac-

tice in West Hartlepool, died in St. Hilda's
Hospital, Hartlepool, on 25 May. He was
81.
James Elmsly Mitchell was born in

Aberdeen in 1885, and was educated at Aber-
deen Academy and Aberdeen University. He
graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1907, and con-
tinued with postgraduate studies in Dublin
and London. He was appointed house-
surgeon to the Cameron Hospital, West
Hartlepool, in 1909 and assistant physician
to the Mental Hospital, Carlisle, in 1910,
proceeding M.D. with gold medal in the same

year for a thesis on mental disease. In that
year also he came into a general practice
partnership in West Hartlepool. During the
first world war he served in the R.A.M.C. in
East Africa and France. After demobiliza-
tion with the rank of captain he was
appointed assistant surgeon to the Cameron
Hospital in 1921, and physician in 1928,
which post he held until 1948, when he
became a senior hospital medical officer to the
Hartlepools Group. He was West Hartle-
pool's emergency medical officer during the
second world war. He retired from hospital
practice in 1951 with the position of
honorary physician to the Cameron Hospital,
but continued in general practice until his
final retirement in 1963.

Dr. Mitchell took an interest in medical
administration and was for many years on the
management committee of the Cameron
Hospital, and its vice-chairman from 1940 to
1948. He was a member of the first Hartle-
pools Hospitals Management Committee. In
addition he was an active member of the
B.M.A., the local National Health Executive
Committee, the Hartlepools Hospitals Trust,
and a founder member of the College of
General Practitioners.

Elmsly Mitchell came into general prac-
tice at a time when the general practitioners
still might have to do everything from
ordinary domiciliary work to emergency
surgery and complicated obstetrics. He had
a large and busy practice, he knew his

families well, and was highly respected in the
area. For 22 years I was one of his partners,
and can bear witness to his skill and train-
ing in general practice. He was somewhat
shy and retiring, but he was active in the
community and was founder member of the
local rotary club. He was widely read and
he had a great interest in the theatre, but his
special love was for the countryside. He
spent his holidays walking and enjoying
Deeside and the Yorkshire Dales. His last
years of retirement were clouded by illness
and difficulties in getting about because of
arthritis, but he never lost interest in what
was going on and always enjoyed seeing his
old friends when they came to visit him.
He married in 1914 Freda, the daughter

of a fellow practitioner Dr. F. G. Ainsley,
and to her and his son and daughter we

extend our deepest sympathy.-W. A. N.

G. B. GIBSON, M.A., M.B., B.CH.
M.A.O., F.R.C.S.ED., M.R.C.O.G.

Mr. G. B. Gibson, obstetric and gynaeco-
logical surgeon to the Royal Maternity,
Belfast City, and Musgrave Park Hospitals,
died on 29 May after a long illness. He was
49.

George Barton Gibson, son of a Presby-
terian minister who subsequently became the

Moderator and Clerk of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, was

born in 1918, and was educated at Campbell
College, Belfast. He entered Trinity College,
Dublin, graduating in 1941 with first-class
honours. During the second world war he
served with the R.A.M.C. in Madagascar and
Burma as commanding officer of a field
ambulance.

After demobilization in 1946 with the
rank of lieutenant-colonel he returned to
Belfast and was appointed registrar at the
Royal Maternity Hospital. In 1949 he
obtained the M.R.C.O.G., and also took the
M.A. and M.A.O. at his old university. In
1952 he became Fellow of the Royal College
of Surgeons of Edinburgh. After holding an

appointment as lecturer in obstetrics at

Queen's University he became a consultant
at Lurgan and Portadown Hospital in Co.
Armagh in 1954, returning to Belfast in
1961 to take up hospital appointments there.
At an early stage in his career Gibson

became interested in the administrative and
medico-political sides of the Health Service
and served as a member of the Consultants
and Specialists Group Committee (Northern
Ireland). He was also for six years the
representative of the Irish members on the
Council of the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists. He possessed an alert,
penetrating, and stimulating mind, and was

gifted with the facility of lucid exposition.
This he used to the great advantage of his
colleagues, and it was the outstanding feature
of his accepted teaching ability. Although
on occasions his views did not coincide with
those of the majority, he showed a high degree
of courage in promoting his point of view,
and if he was proved to be in error he
accepted the well-reasoned arguments of his
colleagues with graciousness and loyalty. In
general he was an excellent committee
member.

Gibson showed from the beginning con-
siderable promise in his chosen specialty, and
was recognized by those of us who were his

Obituary BRMSH
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postgraduate teachers as having a first-class
intellect. His surgical and obstetric skill and
his high sense of duty made him a most
popular and acceptable consultant. He was

struck down about two years ago by the ill-
ness which proved fatal. During this period
of intense anxiety he showed a full under-
standing of the realities of his condition, and
endured this trying time with a degree of
courage which we all admired.
To his colleagues his illness was tragic,

realizing that a brilliant future was to be cut
short. He was supported by the loving
courage of his wife, Ruby, who sustained him
to the full. His three children excelled them-
selves in their love and care throughout this
anxious illness. For all of them the sym-
pathy of the profession at large is deeply,
felt.-H. I. McC.

W. A. LETHEM, M.C., M.D., D.P.H.
D.T.M.

Dr. W. A. Lethem, a former medical officer
to the Ministry of Food, died on 22 May at
the age of 76.

William Ashley Lethem, the youngest son
of Mr. and Mrs. James Lethem, of Leith,
was born on 5 July 1890, and received his
early education at Daniel Stewart's College,
Edinburgh, and Mill Hill School, London.
Entering Edinburgh University, he graduated
M.B., Ch.B. in 1913. During the first world
war he served as medical officer to the 1st
Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers, and was awarded the Military Cross.
After demobilization he was appointed
medical officer to the Port of Liverpool
Authority, taking the D.P.H. in 1919 and
proceeding M.D. in 1920. In 1922 he took
the D.T.M. He also became a barrister-at-
law, though he never practised as such. Dr.
Lethem continued his work in public health,
and in 1924 joined the Ministry of Health,
where he remained until the end of the second
world war, when he was seconded to the
Ministry of Food. One of his main interests
was the production of " safe milk "-his own
words-and he was deputed by the Ministry
to work on occasions with the dairying
departments of the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World Health Organi-
zation. On their behalf he visited India and
Yugoslavia in an advisory capacity. He also
wrote a book for underdeveloped countries on
the subject of milk production, which is
widely read.
At heart he was a countryman, his

favourite hobbies being sailing, otter hunting,
and beagling. He married Barbara, the
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Lawrence, of Chorley, Lancashire, and they
had one daughter.-B. L.

E. N. REES, T.D., M.B., B.CH., D.R.C.O.G.

Dr. E. N. Rees, a general practitioner at
Llanelly, Carmarthenshire, died suddenly at
his home on 30 April. He was 57.

Edwin Noel Rees was born on 14 December
1909, and was educated at Lewis School,
Pengam, and at the Welsh National School
of Medicine, Cardiff, graduating M.B., Ch.B.
in 1932. He held several resident posts at
the Cardiff Royal Infirmary, and was the
first house-physician appointed to the new

paediatric department. He was introduced
to general practice by the late Dr. O'Driscoll,
of Cardiff, and in 1936 joined a partnership
in Llanelly. He was commissioned in the
R.A.M.C. (T.A.) as medical officer to the
Carmarthen Fortress Royal Engineers, and
mobilized at the outbreak of the second world
war. Most of the war years he spent in
India as D.A.D.M.S. Embarkation in
Madras. Even before the war his reputa-
tion had grown, especially in obstetrics and
children's diseases. After demobilization
with the rank of major he took the Con-
joint diploma in 1946 and the D.R.C.O.G.
the following year, and was appointed medical
officer to the Glasfryn Maternity Hospital,
Llanelly.
A great sportsman, he played at forward

for Cardiff Rugby Club and later for
Llanelly. When he gave up playing he was

elected to the committee of the Llanelly club
and became its chairman after the war. It
was during his six-year tenure of this office
that the club bought their ground and
launched the development programme which
has made Stradey Park one of the best-
equipped rugby centres in Britain. He
played tennis and golf, and was a member
of the Ashburnham club. He was also a
past-president of the Llanelly Rotary Club
and was made a life member. He was an
active and loyal member of Park Congrega-
tional Church, which made him a life deacon.
No man ever entered more fully into the
life of the town of his adoption.

In 1954 he had a coronary infarction,
from which he made a good recovery and
returned to active practice. In 1961 he had
a further severe attack, which compelled his
retirement in 1962. From then until his
death his wife, Mary, cared for him with the
utmost skill and devotion, and to her and
to their two daughters our sympathy is
extended.-T. R. D.

H. D. PLUNKETT, L.R.C.P.&S.I., L.M.

Dr. H. D. Plunkett, a general practitioner of
Belvedere, Erith, Kent, died in St. Nicholas's
Hospital on 27 May, at the age of 60.

Harold Dudley Plunkett was born in Bel-
fast on 13 September 1906, the third of seven

children, but his family soon returned to
Dublin, where he was educated at Blackrock
College and subsequently at the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland, qualifying
with the Conjoint diploma in 1929. After
house appointments in Liverpool Stanley
Hospital and Smithdown Road Hospital,
Liverpool, and Paddington General Hospital,
London, he joined the Royal Navy and served
for three years as a surgeon. In 1934 he
entered general practice in Erith as a partner
to Dr. H. C. Barr, and here, apart from
the war years, he remained for the rest of his
life. In his early days in Erith he worked
unstintingly and built a large practice in
which there are now four partners. He was

intimately concerned with the development
of Erith and District Hospital, which has
become a model for general-practitioner hos-
pitals in this country. In the second world
war he rejoined the Royal Navy, and saw
much active service in the Atlantic and
Mediterranean, being torpedoed in a Malta
convoy and present at the Anzio landings.

In 1935 he married Dr. Nora Bridget
Maher, who had been a fellow student, and

who survives him together with their
daughter and two sons. Throughout his life
his wife was an ever-ready support to him
domestically and professionally.

E. H. N. writes: Harold Plunkett repre-
sents an older type of practitioner now unfor-
tunately fading from the medical scene.
Irrevocably opposed to the original basis of
the National Health Service in general prac-
tice, he had perhaps begun to detect some
improvement in its structure recently. Pro-
fessionally, one of his greatest assets was an
encyclopaedic memory for all his patients
and their interrelationships, which sprang
from his genuine interest in their welfare.
He did not hesitate to involve himself in the
social troubles of his patients with forthright
advice which solved many family problems.
It was not unknown, where domestic differ-
ences existed, for an offending party to be
summoned to his surgery to receive a resound-
ing dressing-down, usually with good effect.
He enjoyed the good things of life and was
at his best in company, where he was a
superb raconteur and companion. He was

the oldest continuous member of Barnehurst
Golf Club.

Deepest sympathy is felt by all for his
widow and family. I count it a privilege to
have known and worked with him.

Lieutenant-Colonel 0. P. MALHOTRA
M.B., B.S., D.C.H., M.R.C.P., F.R.C.P.ED.

Lieutenant-Colonel 0. P. Malhotra, of the
Indian Army Medical Corps, died in hospital
in London on 8 April after a long illness.
He was 48.
Om Prakash Malhotra was born in India

in 1918, and received his early education in
schools in central India. He graduated B.Sc.
in 1938 from the college in Rawalpindi and
for his medical studies entered the King
Edward Medical College at Lahore in the
Punjab. After an outstanding undergraduate
career, during which he was awarded medals
in pathology, midwifery, and medicine, he
graduated M.B., B.S. in 1943 as the most
distinguished graduate of his year. Joining
the Indian Army Medical Corps as lieutenant
in 1943, he was promoted to captain in the
following year and to major in 1951, working
meantime in various military hospitals, first
as medical officer and later as medical special-
ist. He took the M.R.C.P.Ed. in 1955, and
the M.R.C.P. and D.C.H. the following year,
after which he accompanied Prime Minister
Nehru to Bhutan as his personal physician.
In 1960 he was posted as associate professor
to the Armed Forces Medical College at
Poona, where he was engaged for some five
years in research. He was elected
F.R.C.P.Ed. in 1965, but soon his health
began to fail, and he was admitted to hospital
in Delhi. In January of this year he was
flown over to Hammersmith Hospital,
London, for further treatment.

Malhotra was devoted to his profession.
A man of sincerity, and a hard worker with
a wide knowledge of his subject, he was
held in high esteem by colleagues, friends,
and patients.
He is survived by his widow and two

children; his son is in his final year as a
student in the Armed Forces Medical College-
at Poona.
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