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the other four voting against immediate resig-
nation from the scheme. This in no way
represented the feelings of the rank and file
B.M.A. members in the Division, who by
a total vote at meetings held throughout the
county were 80%°o in favour of immediate
resignation.
We, too, shall be interested to hear how

many similar letters are received.-We are,
etc.,

J. M. BROWN.
JOHN A. WRIGHT.
W. S. OGDEN.

Gerrards Cross. M. T. GALLAGHER.
Bucks.

Doctors' Income Guarantee Fund

* We print below a letter signed by 31
general practitioners in the Nottingham area
and sent to us by Dr. I. L. Loch. For
reasons of space we have not printed the
signatures other than Dr. Loch's.-ED.,
B.M.7.

SIR,-Following the recent joint report on
the family doctor's charter, passage of time
may well show that we have every reason to
be grateful to those Birmingham colleagues
who have resigned from the National Health
Service in order to provide an alternative
service. They are remaining in this country
to care for their patients, and in appreciation
of their action we feel that they should be
given some practical support by the profes-
sion to augment their income, if required, to
£3,000 per annum for the time being at
least.
Many Nottingham general practitioners

feel that, although some doctors may be aware
that a fund already exists to make a loan to
them, we should go further, and we have
each made a direct contribution by sending a
cheque for £10 to "Doctors' Income
Guarantee Account," Barclay's Bank, Old-
bury, Birmingham. This money will, at the
discretion of independent trustees, be made
available where required to these particular
practitioners.
We urge all doctors throughout the coun-

try to do the same now. Please send your
name and address with your cheque to the
bank so that eventually surplus money can
be refunded. Should you prefer to send
money on loan to the existing Medical Prac-
tice Freedom Fund (B.M.7. Supplement, 1C
July, p. 27), please apply for the necessary
form to the Honorary Secretary, 28 Quesleti
Road, Birmingham 22a.-We are, etc.,

Nottingham. I. L. LOCH and others.

Merit Awards for General Practitioners

SIR,-I see that the Minister is anxious
to introduce " distinction " or " merit " awards
for general practitioners, though he should
know perfectly well by now that most general
practitioners are on principle opposed to the
idea. However, there has to be give and take,
and should he get his way I suggest the
following:

(1) That distinction or merit doctors under
the age of 60 be also the sole recipients of
patient allocation. Only the brave deserve
the fair.

(2) That all doctors over 60 be offered
these awards (in the hope of retaining them
in our dreary, devalued, and apparently dis-
integrating service). These doctors, however,
are not likely to be brave enough for the
fringe benefits of para. 1.

(3) That, most important of all, no doctor
be compelled to accept an award.-I am, etc.,

Bridport, Dorset. N. S. TAYLOR.

Certification

SIR,-Our negotiators have done well, and
my letter is not meant as carping criticism.
The scheme is tailor-made for the sub-
division of the basic allowance and capitation
to separate the liabilities of the doctor for
certification under the N.H.I. It should be
possible to ask the Review Body to price this
separately and then for it to be possible for a
general practitioner to opt out of this section.
The alternative arrangements that the

Government could make for the N.H.I. have
already been outlined by me (21 August, p.
480).

If we cannot get it this time let us press for
it at a three-year review.-I am, etc.,
Newport, Mon. M. T. WADE.

Information on Merit Awards

SIR,-In the abbreviated account of the
proceedings of the Central Consultants and
Specialists Committee (Supplement, 30
October, p. 186) I am reported as support-
ing the motion that a list of those holding
distinction awards should be maintained at
B.M.A. House, available on request for
inspection by consultants on a confidential
basis. This is not so. I was distinguishing
between providing information of this kind,
which I do not think would be particularly
helpful, and an issue mentioned earlier by
Lord Brain when he expressed uncertainty
about how much time the Awards Committee
secretariat should be expected to give to
answering questions about the system. I was
suggesting that an accepted function of the
secretariat should certainly be to reply to all
questions of an impersonal or factual kind
as fully and openly as possible, no matter
how much time or research was required, for
the reasons of principle which I outlined. It
would be useful to know if there is general
agreement about this.-I am, etc.,

Hornchurch, Essex. R. W. CROCKET.

Medical Aid for Vietnam

SIR,-I was astonished to see a letter from
the Medical Aid for Vietnam Committee in
the correspondence columns of the B.M.7.
(16 October, p. 946).

Reference was made in approving terms to
the health service in communist North
Vietnam, and this was contrasted with the
position in South Vietnam.
You must surely know, Sir, that this com-

mittee is a communist front organization,
and I wish to protest in the strongest possible
terms against this intrusion of left-wing
propaganda into the pages of the B.M.7. I
should like to add that many of my colleagues

who have seen this letter share my anger.-
I am, etc.,

Northgate, ALAN A. HALL.
Sleaford, Lincs.

* We have no evidence that the Medical
Aid for Vietnam Committee is a " com-
munist front organization." The President
of the Medical Aid for Vietnam Committee
is Lord Boyd Orr ; one of the three Vice-
chairmen, Renee Short, is a Labour Mem-
ber of Parliament ; and among the sponsors
are nine Labour Members of Parliament,
including the veteran Mr. Sidney Silverman.
We do not know the political affiliations of
the other members. Dr. Alan Hall protests
against what he describes as " this intrusion
of left-wing propaganda into the pages of the
B.M.7." If the propaganda had been
"right-wing " would he have written his
letter ?-ED., B.M.7.

The I.M.S.

SIR,-The I.M.S. passed into history in
1947. The initials stood for a service
respected in every corner of the globe and
described on its passing as " the most distin-
guished technical service which ever existed
in any country."
May I, on behalf of surviving members

and of the thousands who have passed away,
protest against the use of our well-known
designation by the Independent Medical Ser-
vice even with the suffix Ltd.-I am, etc.,

Ewell. Surrey. GEORGE R. McROBERT.

Points from Letters
Darwin's Illness

Dr. MICHAEL KELLY (Melbourne, Australia)
writes: I have just found that T. S. Huxley'
was of the same mind as Adler2 in believing
Darwin had never been well since his illness in
1834 at Valparaiso; in a Royal Society obituary
in 1888 Huxley wrote: " During the earlier half
of his voyage Darwin retained the vigorous
health of his boyhood, and indeed proved him-
self exceptionally capable of enduring fatigue
and privation. An anomalous but severe dis-
order, which laid him up for several weeks at
Valparaiso in 1834, however, seems to have left
its mark upon his constitution, and in later years
of his London life attacks of illness, usually
accompanied by severe vomiting and great pros-
tration of strength, became frequent...." In
1865 Huxley' wrote in the middle of a long
letter to Haeckel : " Darwin has been very ill for
more than a year past . . ." and a few weeks
later Darwin4 wrote to him: "Forgive me for
writing in pencil as I can do so lying down.
While we thank Dr. Adler for telling up about
Valparaiso, we should also thank Gaylord
Simpson,5 who suggested brucellosis and started
Adler on his quest.
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Correction.-We regret that in correspondence
on "Varicose Veins in Pregnancy " Mr. R.
Rowden Foote was incorrectly referred to as
Dr. Rowland Foote.
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