
440 15August1964 Medical Staffing StructureAin Hospitals ,BRITISH440 i5 Aufgust 1964t Meiv cal Stafinug Structure in HoptasMDICAL JOURNAL

officers, who so desire, can be appointed to
posts in the new grade.

Junior Hospital Medical Officers
24. Boards will be told that no further

appointments should be made to this grade
and that where whole-time J.H.M.O. posts
are converted into whole-time posts in the
medical assistant grade the occupants may
remain in their posts and be regraded as
medical assistants. Other J.H.M.O.s would
be able to compete for posts in the new grade.

House Officer Grades
25. There were 5,366 house officers and

senior house officers in post when boards
made their returns, and 6,513 were proposed
as a result of the reviews. Of those in post
on 30 September 1963 about 40% were born
overseas. The supply of house officers
depends on the output of doctors from the
medical schools, which should increase as the
result of the increase in the intake of British
medical students from 1961 onwards, as well
as on the maintenance of the numbers of
overseas doctors at their present level.

Conclusion
26. The original proposals of boards

would in total add the equivalent of the
whole time of 5,000 doctors to the staffs of
hospitals in five years. This is not practicable.
But the foreseeable supply of new graduates,
the continued service of some young doctors
for longer periods, and the use of the medical
assistant grade can go some way towards it:
and the Minister is discussing with the Joint
Consultants Committee how the older doctors
would continue to give service.

Conference on Alcoholism
Lard Cohen's Opening Speech

The 10th European Institute on the Preven-
tion and Treatment of Alcoholism opened at
B.MA. House on Monday, 10 August. The
opening speech was made by LoRD COHEN OF
BIRKENHEAD, who welcomed the delegates and
recalled the long-continued interest of the
B.M.A. in this field. He said there was
gratifying evidence that in this country, as
in others, a greater understanding of the true
nature of alcoholism was developing. It was
now widely regarded as distinct from drunken-
ness, as a disease in which psychological,
physical, and possibly genetic factors were
involved, and from which grave socio-
economic ills followed.

Lord Cohen said that while the incidence
of alcoholism in this country was relatively
low by comparison with others, this had not
always been so. The social consequences of
excessive drinking had been disastrous in the
past, and there was evidence that the rate of
alcoholism was once again beginning to
increase. If the problem was to be tackled
efficiently there was urgent need for a wider
public recognition of its true meaning, and
here the importance of health education was

paramount. Governments with varying
degrees of generosity provided funds for the
treatment of disease, but they contributed very
little to health education. However, recently
an official Joint Committee of the Depart-
ments of Health for England and Wales and
Scotland had recommended the Government
to set up a special board to deal with health
education. Though this board would be
autonomous it would retain a close working
relationship with Government departments.
Because of its freedom from Governmental
pressure it would be free to experiment. It
would clearly be one of the most pressing
tasks of such a board to disseminate the facts
about alcoholism, its causes, effects, preven-
tion, and cure.
The Ministry of Health had also recom-

mended that the treatment for alcoholism and
alcoholic psychosis should, so far as possible,
be given in specialized units; it had suggested
that each of the regional hospital boards
should establish such units and increase the
provision if the scale of demand made it
necessary. Such units should be of a
convenient size for group therapy. They

should be run in conjunction with out-patient
clinics, and in full co-operation with such
bodies as Alcoholics Anonymous, local health
authorities, and other interested agencies.
The provision of these special treatment
facilities should be made widely known to all
interested parties, especially general practi-
tioners. Another encouraging feature was the
formation in September 1962 of a National
Council on Alcoholism, a voluntary body
whose objects were to promote research and
gather information about the incidence of
alcoholism and the facilities needed for its
control.
Lord Cohen ended by expressing a hope

that the Institute would make, as had its
predecessors, a significant contribution to one
of the major health problems of our time.
He recalled Disraeli's dictum that " the health
of the people is really the foundation upon
which all their happiness and all their powers
as a state depend."

(A full account of this Congress will
appear in the B.M.7. next week.)

Medical Insurance Agency
Since it began in 1907 the Medical Insurance
Agency has contributed sums which have
benefited medical charities to a total of nearly
£520,000, to which will be added a further
£45,658 this year. These figures were
reported by Mr. RONALD W. RAVEN, chair-
man of the committee of management, at the
36th Annual General Meeting held on 2 July
at B.M.A. House.

Annual Report

In the course of his address, the Chairman
stated that each successive year that he had
been in office he had been able to report new
all-time records, and that 1963 had been no
exception. Record figures were achieved in
every department, and particularly in new life
assurance, general insurance, and in relation
to the B.M.A. special personal accident
scheme. Premiums collected annually from
doctors now exceed £4,800,000. It was
especially satisfying that doctors purchasing
houses through the Agency's various schemes
had been helped to the extent of over £4jm.

during the year, while much assistance had
been given for the purchase of motor-cars and
equipment and also to young doctors requir-
ing temporary financial help while working
for a higher qualification.
As a result of the year's operations, and

after allowing rebates to doctors amounting
to £36,646, there remained a surplus before
taxation of £99,769. This achievement could
be considered very satisfactory when the
tendency persisted for labour and other costs
to rise. Expenses had, of course, risen again
very substantially, but the ratio of expenditure
to income had been contained by administra-
tive economies. After making appropriate
provision for reserves and taxation it had been
possible to allocate to medical charities such
sums by way of deeds of covenant and dona-
tion as would benefit them by £45,658 after
appropriate tax recoveries. Thus, to date,
the profession's charities had benefited to the
extent of £565,000. These figures were a
monument to a most successful year-
measured in terms of both volume of business
handled and surplus-in the history of the
Agency.

During 1963 two new sub-offices had been
opened, one at 13 St. Giles, Oxford, and the
other at 1 Clanricarde Gardens, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. These brought the number of
the Agency's offices to seventeen, continuing
the policy of expanding local service for the
profession.
The Chairman commented that 1963 had

been another year of great activity, and
all members of the staff wholeheartedly
responded to the demands of an expanding
business and in providing that standard of
service to the profession which was one of the
main objects of the Agency. He recorded,
with special pleasure, his thanks to every
member of the staff and particularly to those
occupying senior positions.

Committee of Management
The following members due to retire by

rotation and being eligible were all re-elected
for a further term: Lord Brain, Sir Archibald
Gray, Dr. D. P. Stevenson, and Sir Cecil
Wakeley, Bt.
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