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HAZARDS OF ARSENIC
Toxicity of Arsenic Compounds. By W. D. Buchanan,
B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. (Pp. 155 + viii; illustrated.
25s.) Amsterdam, London, New York: Elsevier Publishing
Company. 1962.

This monograph is one of a useful series on toxic agents
being published by Elsevier, who are to be congratulated
on improving the binding of this volume. The author
has drawn extensively on his experience in H.M. Factory
Inspectorate in writing this account of the toxicity of
the arsenic compounds and the emphasis is on industrial
poisoning.

All aspects of arsenic are dealt with very clearly, from
its chemical and physical properties to the question of
its carcinogenicity. Unlike many toxic chemicals a great
deal of our knowledge on the toxic effects of arsenic has
been built up from cases of human exposure. This book
may stimulate further work with modern experimental
methods to test the basis of some of the views on this
subject. For instance, is inorganic arsenic really a
carcinogen ? How certain is it that arsenic is a
hepatotoxin ?
One of the interesting features of this book is the

emphasis the author puts on the dangers of arsine.
Although industrial poisoning by arsenic is becoming
infrequent, cases of arsine poisoning still occur and
present serious and difficult problems. An arsine hazard
may arise unexpectedly and will only be eliminated by
people who are aware of the danger. For this reason
alone the monograph deserves to be widely read.

H. B. STONEI.

POSTVACCINIAL ENCEPHALITIS
Predisposition to Postvaccinial Encephalitis. Significance of
Constitution, Especially the Status Dysraphicus in the
Genesis of Postvaccinial Encephalitis. By E. J. W. Ketter.
(Pp. 160: illustrated. 46s.) Amsterdam, London, New
York, Princeton: Elsevier Publishing Company. 1960.

This book, published in 1960, makes interesting reading,
arriving, as it did for review, shortly after another small
epidemic of smallpox -in England and Wales with its
consequent spate of vaccinations. The author has
attempted to postulate a constitutional basis for post-
vaocinial encephalitis, and for this purpose he studied
109 cases of the condition in the Netherlands between
1954 and 1961, as well as their families and relatives.
Full clinical histories were obtained from these
individuals, and, when permitted, complete clinical
examinations were performed even though the relatives
were fit and well. For comparison a random control
group was selected by an alphabetical method, and this
was combined with a control series of healthy individuals
used by another Dutch worker (Van der Wiel) who had
been making a study of cerebral tumours.
By statistical methods the author has shown that there

is a much higher incidence of a wide variety of disease
states in the families of those who exhibited post-
vaccinial encephalitis than in the controls, which leads
him to conclude that predisposing constitutional factors
are important in the development of the condition.
Some minor criticisms might be made. Thus, though

an author must quote previous work on his subject in
order to illustrate the way in which his own fits in with
history, the monograph contains a disproportionate
amount of history, theory, and philosophy in the
introductory chapters in comparison with the presenta-
tion of the "meat," which occupies one chapter of
42 pages. The large amount of space devoted to the

personal, often unsubstantiated, opinions of previous
workers in the field results in undue condensation of the
author's own valuable contribution. Perhaps of more
importance, however, from the statistical viewpoint is
the fact that neither of the two main groups-that is,
the " encephalitic " or the control-was examined in a
" blinds" fashion, so that the criticism could be made
that abnormalities were sought for more enthusiastically
in the encephalitic families than in the control families.
The presence of the subsidiary control series provided
by the other Dutch worker therefore becomes valuable,
and where it is easy to compare them the results suggest
that the above theoretical criticism may be quite invalid,
but there are other places where a superficial comparison
is not easy on account of the method of presentation of
the figures.
These criticisms are minor ones, and should not

detract from the opinion that, in spite of its small size,
this is one of the most valuable contributions to the
subject since the report of the Encephalitis Committee,
published in 1932. At the end of the book there is a
valuable and up-to-date bibliography of British, Euro-
pean, African, and American sources. The subject
index also contains references to authors, but these
appear to be entirely Dutch.

J. F. BOYD.

FRENCH RHEUMATOLOGY STUDIES
Aux Confins de la Rhumatologie. Edited by S. de S6ze
and Claude Guerin. With 39 contributors. (Pp. 480; illus-
trated. NF. 63.) Paris: Expansion Scientifique Frangaise.
1961.

This collection of forty short essays On thte Borders of
Rheumatology from the Lariboisiere Hospital in Paris
is introduced by Professor de Seze. He points out the
continuous exchange between rheumatology and general
medicine, the contributions from one to the other, and
the frontier problems that arise continuously in clinical
practice. De Seze, with Phankim, also contributes
a fascinating article on the history of ankylosing
spondylitis. " Diseases are like women: even when we
think we know them well, there is still something they
hide from us: their year of birth ! " Occupational
medicine, stomatology, psychiatry, respiratory disease,
paediatrics, geriatrics, pathology, haematology,
ophthalmology, obstetrics, urology, nephrology, oto-
rhinolaryngology, neurology, cardiology, gastroentero-
logy, endocrinology, and dermatology are all represented.
In most instances there is adequate bibliographic detail
and not entirely from French sources.
Many of the essays introduce original observations

and will be of interest not only to the rheumatologist
but to those in general medicine and in the other fields
listed. This can be recommended to the clinician as a
good " browsing " or bedside book with something for
everyone. It is particularly useful as a guide to modern
French studies.

E. G. L. BYWATERS.

STORY OF LIVINGSTON AND THE R.A.F.
Fringe of the Clouds. By Air Marshal Sir Philip Livingston,
K.B.E., C.B., A.F.C., F.R.C.S. (Pp. 234+x; illustrated.
25s.) London: Johnson. 1962.

By what is probably fortuitous chance Sir Philip
Livingston's book, Fringe of the Clouds, is published
very near the date of the R.A.F.'s fiftieth anniversary.
This is a fortunate coincidence, as his story, though
largely autobiographical, also gives one a very intimate
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