
AUG. 4, 1962 MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT BRITISH 347
MEDICAL JOURNAL

Medical Notes in Parliament

RUBERY HILL DECISION UPHELD

[FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT]

The MINISTER OF HEALTH refused to upset the findings of
the recent inquiry into the dispute in the Birmingham
(Mental B) Hospital Management Committee when he
replied to a debate on the subject in the House of Commons
on July 30. The conflict arose between the chairman, Mr.
D. Rhydderch, and the medical committee, who passed a

vote of no confidence in him.
Mr. Enoch Powell said that on receipt of this resolution

the regional hospital board appointed three of its members
to attempt to resolve the differences. The ministrations of
this committee were rejected, and the chairman of the board
wrote to him saying that their efforts had been unavailing
and suggesting an independent inquiry. No Minister in
those circumstances, said Mr. Powell, could have done
otherwise than order an inquiry. Where a situation had
arisen in which the management of a group of hospitals,
and the welfare of the patients in them, was jeopardized
by a dispute which the regional board could not resolve,
it was the duty of the Minister to act. It would not have
been right for him, after an impartial committee had come

to its conclusions and given him its advice, to have turned
it down and left the hospitals in the same deadlock as when
the inquiry originated. " I applied my mind to the report
of the committee," he said. " I was satisfied, after careful
study of that report, that their conclusions and recommenda-
tions were right, and that it was right for me to accept them,
and for action on them to follow."

Regrouping of Hospitals

What mattered was the future of the hospitals. The
most important conclusion of the committee, and the one

on which the board had taken action, was that these
hospitals should be regrouped. He had assented to the
proposals put to him by the Birmingham Regional Hospital
Board for the regrouping. This action, he believed, was

-the key to the solution of the problems that had arisen. It
had been suggested that what had happened would weaken
confidence in lay administration. His reply was that " a
cabal of doctors " a phrase used by Mr. K. Robinson
(St. Pancras North, Lab.) in opening the debate could not
,remove the chairman or anyone else. An impartial
committee of inquiry had come to conclusions which
resulted in the chairman of the lay administration deciding
that it was his duty in the light of those conclusions to
resign.

QUESTIONS IN THE COMMONS

[FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT]

Grants for Enlarged Medical Schools
Mr. CHARLES GREY (Durham, Lab.) asked on July 26 for

a statement from the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the
report of the University Grants Committee concerning the
expansion of medical schools in universities during the next
five years. Mr. J. BOYD-CARPENTER, Financial Secretary
to the Treasury, stated that the Government accepted the
Committee's recommendations, made after consultation with
-the universities concerned, for raising by 10% the intake of
medical students. Grants for the capital and recurrent
expenditure required, as estimated by the Committee, would
be issued, and would be additional to the capital and
recurrent grants to universities already authorized.

Infant Vaccination
Mr. R. SORENSEN (Leyton, Lab.) said a great deal of

confusion existed on this, particularly among parents.
Would the Minister do something to clarify the matter,
so that they might know where they were ? Mr. POWELL
-said it might reassure him to know that the B.M.A. itself,

in its Handbook for this year, recommended vaccination
in infancy. This had been endorsed by his own standing
advisory committee as recently as last year.

Mrs. JOYCE BUTLER (Wood Green, Lab.) asked what reply
the Minister had made to the British Medical Association's
request to him for a review of vaccination policy. Mr.
POWELL said that on July 10 the Association sent his Chief
Medical Officer a report by a subcommittee of their Public
Health Committee, and suggested a discussion with him.
This would be arranged.

Thalidomide and Termination of Pregnancy
Commander J. S. KERANS (The Hartlepools, Con.) asked

the Home Secretary on July 26 if he would take powers
to authorize medical practitioners to terminate pregnancies
of women who had taken, as prescribed, the drug " distaval "
[thalidomide]; and whether, in view of the number of
deformed children being born as a result of the prescribing
of distaval, he would introduce legislation whereby in future
cases of extreme deformity medical practitioners might be
authorized to apply euthanasia. Mr. HENRY BROOKE said
that, although it might be lawful to terminate a pregnancy
in order to preserve the mother's life or mental or physical
health, it was an offence to do so in any other circumstances.
On the information at present before him, including the
consideration that this druig was withdrawn last November,
he would not feel justified in introducing legislation to
amend the law in this respect or to make it lawful to take
the life of a child already born.

Appliances for Deformed Babies
Commander KERANS asked the Minister of Health on

July 30 what estimate he had made of the number of
malformed babies who had been born as a result of the
use of the drug distaval. Mr. POWELL: " I am advised that
there is no sound basis for any estimate at present."
Commander KERANS said that this was a man-made mistake,
and the State had some responsibility. Mr. POWELL said
that the appliances which were required for children born
deformed were constantly being improved, and every
measure would be taken to see that they would be available.
A great deal might be done in this way, and it should be
widely known how much could be done.
Mr. E. FLETCHER (Islington, East, Lab.) asked the Minister

what steps he was taking in conjunction with the manu-
facturers of artificial limbs and by way of research to ensure
that all possible help was given to minimize the handicaps
which would be suffered by the children born deformed.
Mr. POWELL answered that the Artificial Limb Research
Centre was constantly experimenting and collecting informa-
tion on new prostheses for these and other types of limbless
persons.

Three Anti-smoking Clinics
The MINISTER OF HEALTH informed Mr. K. ROBINSON on

July 23 that three anti-smoking clinics had been established
so far: they were at the Central Middlesex Hospital and
at Salford and Huddersfield. Others would be considered.
On the question whether additional funds would be made
available to hospital authorities for the purpose, he said
this development would be taken into account with the rest
in financial allocations to hospitals.

Buoyancy Standard for Life-jackets
Mr. A. P. COSTAIN (Folkestone and Hythe, Con.) on

July 26 asked the Minister of Transport whether, in view
of the number of fatal accidents caused to non-swimmers
through wearing life-jackets which had failed to pass
buoyancy tests, he would take powers to prohibit the sale of
life-jackets which did not meet a minimum buoyancy
requirements as laid down by his department. Mr. E.
MARPLES replied that the life-jackets approved by his depart-
ment were for use by passengers and crews on merchant
ships. Other types might be suitable for use, for example,
by yachtsmen, and his department was associated with a
British Standards Institution Committee which was preparing
a suitable specification for such jackets.
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