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SUBJECT OF TilE YEAR
B.M.A. Divisions are shortly to be invited to co-operate in
a study, through group discussions, of " Health Education,"
which is the subject of the year chosen for the session
1960-1. Last year's subject was " Adolescence."

Sir Allen Daly has been appointed chairman of a steering
committee to guide the project and eventually to collate the
reports from Divisions. Other members of the committee
are Mr. J. R. Nicholson-Lailey and Drs. Ronald Gibson, J. S.
Noble, J. E. Morrison, J. A. Pridham, and R. M. S.
McConaghey.
The steering committee will shortly be sending to Divisions

an explanatory brochure on the subject. It will contain a
foreword by the chairman, together with guidance on
procedure and a list of general questions on which it is
hoped discussions may be focused. It will also include a
number of headings on particular aspects of the subject
from which each Division will be asked to choose two or
more for special discussion in their groups. Information on
the existing media for health education will be attached and
a bibliography of sources of reference.

Correspondence

Because of heavy pressure on our space, correspondents are
asked to keep their letters short.

Drugs in Plenty
SIR,-Dr. C. S. Sheahan, in his letter to you (July 30,

p. 60), reports that he casts his unneeded samples in his
dustbin. Evidently he is not aware that there are mission
hospitals in Central Africa (and probably all over the world)
crying out for drugs and unable to afford to purchase more
than an absolute minimum of their needs. Because their
dispensary shelves are so bare they are very often unable
to treat the patients who flock to them.

It has been my custom for some time to send to them
occasional cartons filled with my own surplus samples and
others contributed by my neighbouring colleagues. If Dr.
Sheahan could read some of the letters which I receive in
return he would forget his dustbin, for samples of any and
every kind are like gold to these hospitals. All one need
do is to pack firmly a stout carton so that it will stand up
to sea-transport, write on it the words " medical supplies "
and the sender's name, and send it to the Gift Secretary,
Universities' Mission to Central Africa, 35, Great Peter
Street, London, S.W.1. A letter, sent in advance, enables
the secretary to be on the look-out for the carton's arrival
and saves her from having to unpack and repack it before
sending it abroad. Transit may take up to six months, so
do not imagise the parcel has been lost if no acknowledg-
ment is received for a long time.-I am, etc.,
Newnham, Gloucestershire. H. J. SELBY.

G.P. Distinction Awards
SIR,-I was interested to read Dr. E. Sakoschansky's

proposal (July 23, p. 52) for a special award for G.P.s who
keep their prescribing costs low. I can see us all struggling
to placate our patients with two aspirins per prescription.
Of course, it could be argued that some doctors probably
avoid prescribing by referring an excessive number of their
patients to the hospital casualty and out-patient depart-
ments. Are there any statistics available ? Perhaps the
rrost notorious G.P.s are those who never send a patient to
a specialist.

In my opinion, those, of our spokesmen who have put
forward to the Royal Commission the idea of merit awards
without undertaking to say how they should be distributed
have done the profession a great disservice. " If a satis-
factory means can be devised for determining merit " is an
" if" of infinite proportions. It is a proviso which vitiates

the whole proposal. The special circumstances in which a
G.P. serves the public in the N.H.S. renders it quite
impossible to devise a satisfactory means of determining
merit. There are, however, very many satisfactory ways
of trying to do it and the whole thing is wide open to abuse
and could so easily lead to corruption.

I have no compunction about accepting £500,000 more
from an ungrateful and procrastinating Government, but it
could be better used building our long overdue hospitals or
aiding refugees.-I am, etc.,

Southampton. F. L. HEBER.

What the Specialist Ordered
SIR,-I should like to substantiate the experience of Dr.

R. Stewart Phillips (July 30, p. 59) with my own. An
importunate Ministry of Health official arrived at my
surgery one morning demanding to see me over my
excessive prescribing costs-they were so many decimal
points higher than the average for the area. He pointed

-to a hydrocortisone snuff preparation, and when I informed
him a specialist had prescribed it he told me I had no need
to prescribe what he suggested. I was flabbergasted.

Either this country wants the benefit of specialist services
under the N.H.S. or it does not. If it does, then for
heaven's sake let the doctors do their job without the con-
stant belly-aching from black-brief-cased bureaucrats. i I am,
etc.,

Birmingham. 22A. G. ATKINS.

Hospital Serice Plan
SIR,-The B.M.A. special scheme of the Hospital Service

Plan would be admirable and welcome if only the statements
on which the whole scheme is based were accurate. It is
not strictly true to say that " doctors and their dependants
. . . receive professional services free of charge from their
colleagues." Recent correspondence in the Journal refutes
this, and my own experience has shown me that the old
tradition is not always f6llowed.
The major item of expenditure can often be the surgeon's

fee and not the nursing-home maintenance charges. I can
well imagine a surgeon refusing to accept 30 guineas as a
" present" for performing a major operation, regarding such
a sum as a mere pourboire.

If specialist and consultant members of the B.M.A. agreed
to accept " presents " in lieu of fees, on the scales quoted,
that would be a different matter, but, as it stands, the B.M.A.
special scheme is misleading and merely engenders a false
sense of security in regard to the financial anxieties connected
with illness.-I am, etc.,

Micheldever, Hampshire. P. H. DEENY.

Association Notices

Diary of Central Meetings
AUGUST

17 Wed. Council, 10 a.m.
SEPTEMBER

7 Wed. Special Representative Meeting Agenda Com-
mittee.

15 Thurs. G.M.S. Committee, 10.30 a.m.
27 Tues. Special Conference of Repreientatlves of Local

Medical Committees, 10.30 a.m.
28 Wed. Special Representative Meeting.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held
WEST DERBYSHIRE DivTsIoN.-At Physiotherapy Department,

Whitworth Hospital, Matlock, Wednesday, August 17, 8.30 p.m.
Discussion of winter programme, and election of officers.

Corection.-Dr. D. L. Gullick, Assistant Secretary, B.M.A.,
is joint secretary of the Joint Committee on Medical Evidence
and not Dr. J. D. J. Havard as stated in last week's Supplement
(p. 64).
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