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neglect of Harvey's place of burial, and he made a contribu-
tion towards the rehabilitation of the church at Hempstead.
This was the solitary one from Russia, but one which will
enable the land of Pavlov to be included in the plaques in
the doorway of the church where almost every country in
the world will have a plaque, as having contributed to the
restoration.

Bykov's knowledge of Latin was such that, with no know-
ledge of English, he was able to converse with other
Harveians, like Chauvois and Franklin, who had translated
the De Motu, so that Latin became the lingua franca of the
Tercentenary Congress.

ALEXA EVANS, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Dr. Alexa Evans, who was in general practice in South-
east London, died on October 16. She was 41 years
of age.

Alexa Mitchell was born on April 14, 1918, and came of
a medical family. She received her professional training
at the London School of Medicine for Women, qualifying
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1943. After qualification she held
house appointments at the Homoeopathic Hospital and at
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Rochester, before entering the
R.A.M.C. in 1944. Returning to civilian life in 1947, she
then joined her brothers, Dr. C. and Dr. W. J. Mitchell, in
practice. Her husband, Dr. J. C. Evans, is also a general
practitioner.

L. I. N. writes: Alexa Mitchell's death at the untimely age
of 41 is a great loss to her family and to her professional
colleagues in South-east London. Although she became a
mother four times, she continued her career as a medical
practitioner, and also took a full part in the medico-social
life of the area. In her were found all the rare ingredients
for successful practice and a very happy married life. Her
wider interests included the piano. A direct descendant of
Grieg, she was an above-average exponent of his works.
She loved to travel, and had embarked on a journey to
Spain this year, fully aware that it would be her last. She
enjoyed her work, she enjoyed life, and those of us who
had the pleasure of knowing her enjoyed her company.
There will be many who will miss her.

R. H. WILSHAW, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Dr. R. H. Wilshaw, who was medical officer of health
for Worthing for many years, died suddenly at his home
there on October 28. He was 86 years of age.
Robert Heywood Wilshaw was born on February 18,

1873, and was educated at Owens College, Manchester,
graduating M.B., Ch.B. from the Victoria University of
Manchester in 1896. While at Owens College he was
prosector and assistant demonstrator in anatomy. He
settled in practice at Southport in 1897, and in the following
year was appointed deputy medical officer of health, later
becoming also physician to Kenworthy's hydro. He took
the Manchester D.P.H. in 1901. He left Southport in
1908 to become medical officer of health for Worthing, an
appointment he was to hold for the next thirty years, during
which time he was to see a great expansion of the borough.
He proceeded to the London M.D. in 1916, having obtained
the M.B., B.S. degrees six years earlier, and he was elected
a Member of the Royal College of Physicians of London
in 1920. He relinquished the Worthing appointment in
1938 on reaching the age limit for the post, but within a
few months was back in harness again as temporary medical
officer of health for the Chanctonbury and Worthing rural
districts and the Littlehampton urban district. Inactivity
was an anathema to him, and he said, at the time he retired
from the position of medical officer of health for Worthing,
that "6to retire and do nothing would be tantamount to
committing suicide."' His was an energetic disposition,
demanding an occupation, but nothing ever flustered him or
disturbed the even tenor of his way. A member of the

British Medical Association for fifty-five years, he was very
active in its affairs. He was chairman of the West Sussex
Division from 1940 to 1944 and honorary secretary of the
Division from 1945 to 1951 (when in his seventies); and he
was honorary secretary of the Sussex Branch from 1942
to 1952 and president of the Branch-at the age of 80-
in 1953-4. Mrs. Wilshaw predeceased him two years ago,
but he and she had the satisfaction of celebrating the
diamond anniversary of their wedding at Christmas in 1956.
He is survived by a daughter and a son.
A colleague writes: Dr. R. H. Wilshaw had a full and

happy life. Until recent years his health had been very
good, but arterial trouble overtook him. First, peripherally,
denying him the golf he had enjoyed, and, secondly,
centrally. resulting in three attacks of coronary thrombosis
and a final seizure which was of the briefest duration. In
the B.M.A. he held office continuously between the years
1940 and 1954, sometimes at Branch level, sometimes at
Divisional level, and sometimes at both levels at once. In
office he was active and methodical. He strove to attain
agreement on policy in a community of individualists at a
time of basic change in the pattern of the medical services
of the country. He will be remembered with gratitude for
diligent, long, and loyal service to the Association in his
area.

JOHN MacKENNA, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. John MacKenna, who was in general practice at St.
Andrews, died suddenly on October 31, at the age of 50.
John MacKenna was born on February 4, 1909, and was

educated at Glasgow Academy and at Glasgow University,
where he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1933. After holding
house appointments at the Glasgow Royal and Western
infirmaries and the Royal Glasgow Maternity Hospital, he
spent a short time in general practice in Ayr with his uncle,
the late Dr. Fergus MacKenna. In 1939 he became a
partner in a busy practice in the Shettleston district of
Glasgow, and in the same year was commissioned in the
R.A.M.C. (T.A.). On the outbreak of war in 1939 he went
on active service with the 156th (Lowland) field ambulance
to France. He later saw service with other units in the
Middle East, Sicily, and Italy. On his release from the
Army in 1945 he returned to Shettleston. Ill-health began
to dog his footsteps, and he exchanged the industrial area
for the east coast holiday resort of St. Andrews in 1948.
Serious illnesses, however, were his lot, and he died suddenly
and peacefully in his sleep.

A. M. W. T. writes: The art of healing reaches its peak
in the good family doctor, and Jack MacKenna was a very
good one. One remembers perhaps best of all his gaiety and
his sense of humour, usually bubbling over and never very
far from the surface, even in his darkest days. Since St.
Andrews is a popular holiday resort, there was no shortage
of visitors at his house and there was always a hearty
welcome there from Dr. and Mrs. MacKenna. They had a
happy home, and those who were privileged to visit them
came away with a sense of the great courage shown by them
both in the long and burdensome illnesses which he had to
bear. When a devoted ,family doctor continues to give of
his best to his patients in spite of his own infirmities one is
left with a feeling of humility and thankfulness for a life
well spent. St. Andrews has lost a faithful servant and a
Christian gentleman. Deep sympathy goes to his widow,
who did so much to make his path easier.

THOMAS GIBSON, M.D., D.P.H.
Dr. Thomas Gibson, who was medical officer of health
for Wakefield for over thirty years, died at the Taunton
and Somerset Hospital on November 3. He was 88
years of age.
Thomas Gibson was born at Brechin, Angus, on June 4,

1871, and was educated at Alloa Academy, where he won
the dux medal, and at Edinburgh University, where he
graduated M.B., C.M. in 1895, proceeding to the M.D. five
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