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Obituary
W. J. A. WEBSTER, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Ed.

Dr. William Webster, who had practised in the village
and environs of Cradley, in Herefordshire, until his
retirement in 1952, died on August 10 in his 83rd year.
William John Alexander Webster received his medical

education at Glasgow University, graduating M.B., Ch.B. in
1898. After holding a resident post at the Western Infirmary
and a period of general practice in the Lake District, he went
to New Zealand to study conditions existing there in the
treatment of mental disorder. On his return he decided to
take up surgery and was admitted to the F.R.C.S.Ed. in 1910.
He became house-surgeon at the West Norfolk and Lynn
Hospital and later was appointed honorary surgeon in
charge of out-patients at the North Staffordshire Royal In-
firmary, Stoke-on-Trent. During this time he was actively
associated with Freemasonry in the town and was a justice of
the peace and a town councillor at Newcastle under Lyme. It
was a surprise and disappointment to his colleagues on the
staff at the Infirmary when he announced that he was leaving
surgery for a post in the Ministry of Health of an admini-
strative character. At the Infirmary at that time he was
regarded as the best diagnostician, medical or surgical, in
the hospital. His erudition was very exceptional, and there
was no branch of medicine on which he was not well
informed. In 1933, after spending some years in retirement
at Milverton, in Somerset, he decided to resume the practice
of medicine as a general practitioner. He took over a small
practice at Cradley, on the borders of Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, and for the next twenty years he worked
with vigour and enthusiasm to build up a thriving practice.

Dr. C. S. GLASS writes: In the passing of Dr. William
Webster we have lost the last of the all-round, first-class
doctors. Trained with Sir William Macewen, he was the
complete doctor, unknown in these days of specialization.
When he was on the staff of the North Staffordshire In-
firmary he used to do all his own pathology and bacterio-
logy. The mantelpiece of his room was festooned with
culture tubes, and the long table held his two first-class
microscopes and all the necessary requisites. He performed
all his own surgery either in the patient's home or in his
own house, assisted by his wife, and very occasionally in a
nursing-home. Many times I have gone over to Newcastle
and given an anaesthetic for him while he did mastectomies,
gangrenous appendices, prostates, and what have you. He
was rather a slow operator, but a very careful and thorough
one. He always said that he had seen more patients killed
by speed than by being slow and careful. He was indeed
an all-rounder. He did the pathology for the North Staffs
Royal Infirmary for a time and the eye work at another time
when the only eye surgeon was ill during the first world
war. He never used the infirmary dressings and instru-
ments, preferring always to prepare his own. I remember
on one occasion I got him far out into the country to see
a woman with a suspected meningitis. A lumbar puncture
was done by candle-light, and we went back and hunted
bugs till 3 a.m. As a diagnostician he was splendid : he
often spent twenty minutes in getting a history, and if
anyone at the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary was
stumped Webster was always asked to see the case and
usually had some very useful suggestion to make. I think
of the days when we did hernias, appendices, and hysterec-
tomies in the kitchen on a portable operating table and
the anaesthetic was by rag and bottle. To the young surgeon
he was ever kindly and helpful. He always said that you
must operate under supervision, and was always willing to
let a houseman have a go while he stood by. To me, as a
young doctor, he was an inspiration, guide, philosopher, and
friend. I took all my difficulties to him and never in vain.
To his colleagues he was very loyal, and he certainly main-
tained the highest traditions of the medical profession.

G. E. R. B. writes: I was privileged to be associated with

Dr. Webster only in the last decade of his life. As a young
man entering general practice I considered myself most
fortunate to be working with a man of such vast experience
and wide knowledge and one who still preserved his truly

remarkable flair for diagnosis. He had a prodigious
memory, and I have listened on many occasions to him

reciting case histories in minute detail dating back to the

beginning of the century. His singleness of purpose in

pursuing a problem was an inspiration to me, as was also

the faith and confidence that he inspired in his patients.
When he had his surgery built at Cradley just before the

second world war, he incorporated into it what was virtually
a one-man pathological department, and spent many hours

at the microscope and the bench. He still practised surgery
when he could, and on a number of occasions since 1948
I have not only given anaesthetics in patients' homes but

helped him to load up his car with all the equipment and

instruments, including a portable operating table. He and

his wife, who predeceased him in 1956, were held in great
esteem throughout the surrounding countryside. To the

end, through many months of suffering, he maintained his

interest not only in the many medical problems that I could

take him but also in the stocking and cultivation of his

garden, which he loved so much.

J. W. BROWN, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Dr. J. W. Brown, who was a regional cardiologist with
headquarters at the City General Hospital, Sheffield,
died at Mount Vernon Hospital, Middlesex, on Septem-
ber 16. He was 61 years of age.
James William Brown was born at Gloucester on Januarv

23, 1897. After serving with the French Red Cross from

1915 to 1918 during the first world war he enrolled as a

medical student at the Middlesex Hospital, and qualified
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1923. He obtained the London de-

grees of M.B., B.S. in 1924 and proceeded to the M.D. four

years later. In 1930 he was elected a Member of the

Royal College of Physicians of London, becoming a Fellow

of the College in 1942. After qualification he held the

appointment of casualty medical officer at the Middlesex

Hospital. He was in general practice at Cleethorpes from

1924 to 1931 and at Grimsby from 1931 to 1938, when he

became a consultant physician with a particular interest in

congenital heart disease. Physician for many years to the

Grimsby and Scunthorpe hospitals, he subsequently became

cardiologist to both hospitals and to the Lincoln County

Hospital. In 1952 he was appointed a part-time lecturer and

clinical teacher in medicine in Sheffield University. A mem-

ber of the British Medical Association for 35 years, he was

chairman of the Grimsby Division in 1932-3 and he repre-
sented his Division at the Annual Representative Meetings in

1928, 1929, and 1931. He also served on the Consultants

and Specialist Committee from 1946 to 1948. He was the

author of Congenital Heart Disease, a book first published
in 1939 and of which a second edition appeared in 1950.

F. M. writes: Dr. J. W. Brown, "Jim " to many of us,
died at a comparatively early age, but few have lived a life
with more activity and a wider range of interests. His boy-

hood in Gloucestershire gave him a knowledge of and an

interest in all aspects of rural life. Had he not from an

early age always been attracted by medicine he would

surely have become a great naturalist. This interest in bird,

animal, and plant life persisted, and it was always a joy to

be with him on a country walk or to show him around
one's garden. His zest in these aspects of life was apparent
in his photographic work and in his engravings on wood

and lino. He had a great appreciation of graphic and

decorative arts, and keen critical faculties with books.

cinema, and stage. But there was little time for these aspects
of life, since medicine always had first call. With himself

he was merciless when medical work was concerned. The

highest standard was all that he would consider, and he
expected others in his profession to be similarly minded.
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The fact that he was forthright, outspoken, and confident
of his own knowledge did, on occasion, lead to pronounce-
ments that could hurt and were sometimes unforgiven. But
to most he will be remembered as a delightful, lovable
man, free from any form of affectation and with little time
for the outward pomp of this life, cherishing his profession
and an active supporter of the B.M.A. In the sphere within
which he worked he has left his mark, one that will persist.
In the wider sphere of medicine his pioneer work on con-
genital heart disease culminating in the publication of his
book, Congenital Heart Disease, brought him an inter-
national reputation and will assure him a place among
those who lived and worked in the highest traditions of
the medical profession.

H. MURTAGH, M.B., B.Ch.
Dr. Harold Murtagh, who had been in practice in Rip-
ponden, Yorkshire, for nearly thirty years, died suddenly
on August 29 while on holiday in Cornwall. He was 58.
Harold Murtagh was born on August 20, 1900, and studied

medicine at Queen's University, Belfast, graduating M.B.,
B.Ch., B.A.O. in 1927. Through a family friendship with
the late Mr. John Hodgson, who was a surgeon on the staff
of the Royal Halifax Infirmary, Harold Murtagh joined the
resident staff of that hospital, where he was successively
house-physician, house-surgeon, and resident surgical officer.
When he had completed these appointments in 1929 he
joined the late Dr. J. M. Wrangham in practice in the village
of Ripponden in the rural Ryburn valley, where he remained
for the rest of his life. Keenly interested in his work as a
general practitioner, he held the posts of police surgeon and
appointed factory doctor for the valley and was medical
officer to Rishworth School. His leisure was devoted largely
to fly-fishing and gardening.

N. H. writes: Harold Murtagh was a true rural general
practitioner, beloved by all in the wide area he served, where
his equable temperament made allowances for the oddities
of human nature, and his cheerfulness played no small part
in his successful therapy. A patient recently declared that
to visit him was in itself a tonic. He was a man of great
energy, and his arrival was invariably announced by a cheery
whistle, but he wasted no time in the completion of his
duties. No wonder that his loss is most keenly felt by all
his patients and by his partner. He leaves a widow and a
daughter, who is a medical student, and in their loss they
will have the sympathy of all his friends and colleagues.

D. JUSTIN DAVIES, M.B., B.S., F.F.A. R.C.S.
Dr. D. Justin Davies, consultant anaesthetist in Leicester,
died with tragic suddenness on September 7, when he
collapsed during a game at the Leicestershire Golf Club.
He was 61 years of age.
David Justin Davies was born on July 26, 1897, the son of

the Rev. D. C. Davies. Educated at the University Colleges
of Aberystwyth and Cardiff, he completed his clinical train-
ing at the Middlesex Hospital, qualifying in 1920. After
holding resident posts at the Middlesex, he became an
assistant medical officer at one of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board hospitals in London. Having graduated M.B., B.S.
at London University in 1924, he came to Leicester Royal
Infirmary as house-surgeon in that year. Later he married
Dr. Lucy Simpson, a daughter of the late Councillor Herbert
Simpson, a former Lord Mayor of Leicester, and they set
up in joint practice in that city. Becoming interested in
anaesthetics, he decided to make that his specialty, and was
appointed visiting anaesthetist to Leicester Royal Infirmary
in 1933. He gained his D.A. in 1935 and was elected
F.F.A. R.C.S. in 1953. He soon became recognized as an
anaesthetist of outstanding ability and enjoyed an extensive
hospital and private practice. Maintaining a keen interest
in clinical matters, he was a most regular attender at meet-
ings of the Leicester Medical Society, of which he had been

a vice-president. He was an ex-president of the Sheffield
and East Midland Society of Anaesthetists. A keen Terri-
torial, he held the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the
R.A.M.C., commanding the No. 9 C.C.S., which went to
France in 1939, but he was invalided out of the Service after
Dunkirk.

R. McD. C. writes : Dr. D. Justin Davies was a most
likable man and extremely popular with all with whom he
came in contact; in consequence he had a very wide circle
of friends, all of whom will miss very much his genial and
engaging personality. The loss of his wife in 1947 was a
very great blow, but he was devoted to his daughter, who
is now in her final year in medicine, and his interest in her
career and well-being came to be the outstanding object
in his life. To her is extended the sincere sympathy of his
many friends and colleagues in the loss of a loving father.
Recently Dr. Davies had been in failing health, but fully
realized the import of his physical handicaps. Himself a
son of the manse, he took a deep interest in the affairs of
the Presbyterian Church in Leicester, of which he was an
elder. He developed a most admirable philosophical
attitude to life, and was determined to carry on with his
work. Nothing gave him more pleasure than a quiet game
of golf with his friends, and one cannot help feeling that the
end, coming as it did, might well have been the one he
himself would have chosen.

J. CATHCART, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
Dr. John Cathcart, who was formerly in practice in
Bootle, died suddenly at his home at Chorley, in Lanca-
shire, on August 26. He was 72.
John Cathcart was born on March 29, 1886, in Kells, in

Northern Ireland, and studied medicine at Edinburgh,
where he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1910, taking the D.P.H.
in the following year. After holding resident appointments
at Stockport Infirmary, the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast,
and the Barnes Convalescent Home of Manchester Royal
Infirmary, he decided to specialize in tuberculosis and be-
came a medical officer at Whiteabbey Sanatorium in
Co. Antrim. During the first world war he served in France
in the R.A.M.C., being attached for much of the time to
the Black Watch. On return to civilian life he held a resi-
dent post at Lord Mayor Treloar Cripples' Hospital, Alton,
and then joined the staff of the Lancashire County Council
as assistant tuberculosis officer, remaining in that employ-
ment for twelve years. After further sanatorium appoint-
ments he decided to go into general practice and eventually
settled at Bootle, where he took part in establishing a group
practice. During the second world war his house was de-
stroyed by a bomb, but he continued to practise until three
years ago. He leaves a widow.

C. H. BURGESS, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. C. H. Burgess, who practised for many years in
Hoylake, died there on September 1 at the age of
75 years.

Charles Herbert Burgess was bom on August 26, 1883, the
third son of Dr. Robert Burgess, of Coagh, Co. Tyrone.
Educated at the Royal School, Dungannon, and at the
University of Edinburgh, he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1906.
After a period of practice in Doncaster he moved to Hoy-
lake in 1911. During the first world war he served in the
R.A.M.C. from 1914 to 1918, mainly in Egypt and Palestine.
Returning to Hoylake, he remained in practice there until he
retired last March.

In 1908 Dr. Burgess married Meta Jeanette Leitch, who
died not long ago. He is survived by a daughter and by a
son, who is surgeon on the staff of the Southport General
Infirmary.
We are indebted to Dr. J. A. ELLIOT for the following

appreciation: Charles Burgess was a perfect example of the
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best type of family practitioner-wise, calm, patient, and in-
spiring. He was a retiring person, and I knew him for years
before I knew him well. Thereafter I was privileged to
enjoy his friendship and to share work with him. He was a
wise and far-seeing person and occasionally gave me remark-
ably valuable advice, ranging in subject from the value of
tinned hams in the summer of 1939 to that of a new car in
the following year-just before such a thing disappeared off
the market. I learned much from him and found the process
entertaining as well as educative. It would be impossible for
his friends to forget what he was like. His last illness was
borne with stoical and matter-of-fact calm which was not
only characteristic but deeply impressive.

T. I. ROWLAND, MI.B., B.S.
The death of Dr. Trevor I. Rowland at the age of 31
has been reported from the Solomon Islands. A medi-
cal officer of the South Pacific Health Service, he was
travelling, accompanied by his wife, on board the
Government ship R.C.S. Melanesian to pay a routine
visit to the isolated Polynesian atoll of Sikiana, when
the ship was lost, on or about July 10, with all 60 or
so souls on board. So far the body of only one crew
member has been recovered.

Trevor Ingman Rowland was born on August 15, 1926,
and studied medicine at Guy's Hospital, graduating M.B.,
B.S. in 1950. After holding the posts of house-physician at
the Southern Hospital, Dartford, and to the radiological
department at Charing Cross Hospital, he served for two
years in the R.A.M.C. Entering the Oversea Civil Service
in 1956, he worked for a year in Fiji and was then trans-
ferred to the British Solomon Islands Protectorate, being
stationed as medical officer on the island of Malaita.

J. D. M. writes: Although his short service in the
Solomons was fated to be terminated so abruptly, Dr. Row-
land's pleasing personality, his professional competence,
and the unstinted hospitality of a home managed more than
capably by his charming wife endeared him to his col-
leagues and friends, and not least to the Solomon Islanders
in whose service he lost his life.

R. R. MACNICOL, M.B., Ch.B.
Dr. Roder.ck R. Macnicol, who died at his home in
Edinburgh on September 4 at the age of 87, practised
at Taynuilt for fifty years and was well known in the
West Highlands.

Roderick Reid Macnicol was born on March 15, 1871,
and received his early education at the village school at
Dalmally, where his father was in practice, having moved
some years before from North Uist. Going on from
Glasgow High School to the University, he graduated M.A.,
M.B., Ch.B. in 1898. After working as an assistant in Oban
and then in Blantyre, he was appointed parish medical
officer in Taynuilt, and for fifty years he practised in this
widely scattered district, which extended from his home
far beyond the head of Loch Etive on the one side to the
shores of Crevan in the north and over difficult roads to
Kilchrenan and Dalavich on Loch Awe.

J. A. C. G. writes: During all his years in Taynuilt Dr.
Macnicol looked after his patients both far and near with
zeal and skill. Many a time he had to travel for miles in an
-open boat or on foot and often on horseback. These
journeys had to be undertaken in summer and winter, by
day and by night, often in wind and rain. He always
seemed to enjoy the walking, which he said contributed to
his good health. He came to Taynuilt at a time when there
*were no telephones and the motor-car was unheard of in
the Western Highlands. He was a man of even tempera-
ment, never perturbed by anything. A fluent Gaelic speaker,
he was a great upholder of the language and was a life

member of An Comunn Gaidhealach. A good pianist,
he was always ready to help, and his talent was much appre-
ciated by everyone.
He never seemed to grow old, and remained young-looking

and active to the day of his retirement. Some years after
he retired, when he was over 80 years of age, he attended
a meeting of the Argyll Division of the B.M.A., of which
he was a former chairman, and his colleagues were amazed
to find that he had not changed in any way, and was still
the same quiet, knowledgeable colleague we had all liked
so much when he was in practice in Taynuilt. During
the first world war he served for four years in the R.A.M.C.
After the war he acquired his first motor-car, to use, as he
said, " when there were roads available."

Dr. Macnicol was a real Highland gentleman, with an
individuality and a charming personality all his own. He
enjoyed his work to the full and never spared himself in
fulfilling his arduous duties in the scattered West Highland
district which he liked so much. He will long be remem-
bered by his colleagues and his patients and by everyone
in the community he served so well.

His wife died many years ago, and he is survived by his
daughter, to whom our sympathy is extended in her sad
bereavement.

Medico-Legal

CHIVERS CANCER ASSOCIATION IN
LOTTERY TROUBLE

[FROM OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]
With certain statutory exceptions lotteries are illegal in
England. A lottery is any scheme for the distribution of
prizes by the operation of chance, and a raffle is a typical
example. The statutory exceptions are not designed to make
the path of the lottery promoter smooth.
The Betting and Lotteries Act, 1956, created a new excep-

tion in favour of lotteries promoted on behalf of registered
societies established for charitable and certain other pur-
poses to allow them to raise money for the purposes of the
society. The principal thorn on this rose is that the total
value of the tickets sold must not exceed £750, but a branch
of a society for the purposes of the Act counts as a separate
society.
On September 16 Harold Chivers and the Chivers Cancer

Association Ltd., of Southchurch Road, Southend, pleaded
guilty at Southend Quarter Sessions to five charges of pro-
moting lotteries on behalf of the Chivers Cancer Association
Ltd., with, in each lottery, tickets on sale exceeding £750
(Manchester Guardian, September 17). For the prosecution
it was said that the association, a company limited by
guarantee with the object of raising funds by any lawful
means for cancer research and treatment, had registered a
number of non-existent branches from which to run lotteries
simultaneously. The Act required, however, that to be
treated as a separate society the branch must be a bona-fide
one, and not just attached to the name of someone who as
in this case had only to sign two documents. It was stressed
by the prosecution that Mr. Chivers had an excellent
character. There was no question of fraud. For the de-
fence it was said that Mr. Chivers had collected £10,000
between 1952 and 1956 for cancer research. Neither he nor
Mrs. Chivers had benefited in any way from the lotteries, the
prizes for which had been Premium Bonds.

Fines of £50 each were imposed on Mr. Chivers and the
company and each was ordered to pay £25 costs, two
months being allowed for payment. This case should serve
as a warning that, however excellent the object, the promo-
tion of lotteries for the purpose of raising monev is beset
by very stringent restrictions, the infringement of which
carries heavy penalties. It is dangerous to attempt to run
a raffle without legal advice.
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