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Reviews

CELL BEHAVIOUR
The Life and Death of Cells. By Joseph G. Hoffman.
(Pp. 288. 35s.) London: Hutchinson Scientific and Techni-
cal Publications. 1958.

To produce a scientific book that holds the attention of the
general reader from cover to cover is something achieved
by few research workers. But to write with engaging en-
thusiasm, yet with all the wiles and devices of modern
biophysics, about the complicated behaviour of normal and
malignant cells must be a unique achievement. Here are
some of Joseph G. Hoffman's chapters: " What is Life ? ";
" Automation in Cells "; " Variations and Mistakes "-an
exciting survey of chromosome counts and chromosome
breakage; "Cancer Cells "-which begins with the provoc-
ative sentence, " Cancer is a disease of organization, a cell
mistake in tissues where the number and growth of cells
is precisely regulated "; " Submicroscopic Fibres "-con-
cerned with collagen and fibres of tissue cells, bacteria, and
algae; " Games of Chance '-we are initiated into statis-
tical mechanics before considering cell multiplication by the
so-called Monte Carlo method; and " The Importance of
Death." I especially enjoyed the exciting account of phy-
sical forces that govern the organization of molecules both
outside and within cells. The discussion of van der Waals's
forces is masterly. Biology seems to be aiding pure chem-
istry almost as much as chemistry is helping biology in this
field. No doubt many of the author's views will not be
acceptable to all cancer research workers, but at least they
will arouse vigorous discussion, which is something to be
thankful for nowadays. I strongly recommend this delight-
ful book to readers who enjoy the unusual. A few refer-
ences to assist further reading and some well-planned
diagrams would have been acceptable. The index is ade-
quate, but the price is far too high. Roy CAMERON.

HAEMORRHAGIC DISEASES
Hemorrhaqc Diseases. By Armand J. Quick, Ph.D., M.D.
(Pp. 451; lllustrated. 70s.) London: Henry Kimpton. 1957.

Any book written by so distinguished a haematologist as
Professor Quick must attract attention. Haemorrhagic
disease is a subject which has long interested him, and his
many previous publications are summarized and expanded
in this book. Divided into seven chapters, it includes a
historical review, the theories of blood coagulation and its
role in haemostasis, and the hypoprothrombic states depen-
dent both upon pathological conditions and on drugs.
Haemophilia, pseudohaemophilia, purpura, and telangiec-
tasia are also fully discussed, and there are chapters on
afibrinogenaemic and hyperheparinaemic states. Venous
thrombosis is nicely summarized in a short section. Finally
a selection of laboratory techniques is given, especially
emphasizing those devised by Quick and his colleagues.

This book is bound to cause controversy, as not all Quick's
hypotheses are acceptable to other experimental haemato-
logists. To parody Abraham Lincoln, "You can satisfy
some of the people all the time, and all the people some
of the time, but you cannot satisfy all the people all the
time," and this gives a very real picture of the present state
of blood-clotting research. Thus, though individual readers
may disagree with parts of this book, yet it is an excellent
exposition of Quick's beliefs and a serious contribution to
haematology. During a life devoted to blood diseases he
has seen many rare conditions, and his clinical observations
are excellent. The general get-up and printing of the book
are uniformly good, but there are too many spelling and
small factual errors which give the appearance of careless-
ness in compilation and proof-reading. The very consider-
able bibliography is arranged at the ends of the individual

chapters, and there is no general author index. This is a
book for the qualified haematologist rather than for the
student. H. PAYLING WRIGHT.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LIVER AND BRAIN
Liver-Brain Relationships. By Ian A. Brown M.D., Ph.D.
(Pp. 198+xiii; illustrated. 50s.) Springfeld Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1957.

It is certainly convenient to have the complicated and
expanding problems of liver-brain relationships discussed in
an impartial and clear fashion within the compass of a tidy
monograph. The clinical, morbid anatomical, and bio-
chemical aspects of the subject-matter are of considerable
interest to physicians. What was not so very long ago yet
another clinico-pathological rarity-mysterious, incurable-
has now on analysis proved to hold more important bio-
chemical mechanisms. Still more wonderful, this unpromis-
ing morbid process would seem to turn out to be reversible
-to some extent, at any rate. Neurologists who approach
the problem of the liver-brain axis from the angle of Wil-
son's disease, and internists who deal with the hepatic
comas, will unite in finding this volume of some interest and
assistance. Unfortunately, in a presumed scientific approach
where scrupulous accuracy in nomenclature is to be expec-
ted, there are many misspellings-for example, Bromwell,
Walsh, Luthy, Lowy, Gyorgy. But most disturbing of aU
is a recurring reference to a certain Cambridge professor
of anatomy whom the author terms Glissonii. Confidence
in the exactitude of the rest of the volume is somewhat
shaken. MACDONALD CRITCHLEY.

PRACTICAL MIDWIFERY AND GYNAECOLOGY
A Practical Handbook of Midwifery and Gynaecology for
Students and Practitioners. By W. F. T. Haultain, O.B.E.,
M.C., BA., M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.P.Ed. F.R.C.S.Ed.
F.R.C.O.G., Clifford Kennedy, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Ed.
F.R.C.O.G., and J. L. Henderson, M.D., F.R.C.P.Ed. Fifth
edition. (Pp. 410+x; illustrated. 30s.) Edinburgh and
London: E. and S. Livingstone. 1957.

It is five years since the latest edition of this popular book
was published. The authors, well-known figures in the
obstetric world of Edinburgh, have thoroughly revised the
present edition. The section on "The Infant and Infant
Feeding" has been rewritten, and there are new chapters
on the difficult subject of the Rh factor and also on psycho-
logy in obstetrics--a chapter that is particularly apposite
in view of the increasing emphasis that is being placed on
the emotional aspects of pregnancy. The style is synoptic,
and thus the busy practitioner will find reference easy and
rapid. But it is difficult to reconcile, in a book of this
character and compass, the inclusion of descriptions (and
illustrations) of gynaecological operations which a general
practitioner will not be called upon to perform. However,
this is a criticism that can be applied to many textbooks
written for medical students and general practitioners. The
views expressed are conventional, and their presentation will
appeal especially to final-year students. For those who wish
for a simple and lucid vade-mecum in obstetrics and gynae-
cology this book can be safely and unhesitatingly recom-
mended. W. C. W. NIXON.

HOST-PARASITE RELATIONSHIPS
Host-Parasite Relationships in Living Cells. A Symposium
sponsored by the James W. McLaughlin Fellowship Program,
University of Texas-Medical Branch, Galveston, Texas,
A nl 27, 1956. Compiled and edited by Harriet M. Felton,
M.D. (Pp. 245+xix; illustrated. 50s.) Springfield, Illinois:
Charles C. Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1957.

This volume is a report of the proceedings at a symposium
held in Galveston, Texas, on April 27, 1956. There were
eleven participants, eight of whom contributed papers. One
session was devoted largely to the morphology of the host
cell and of bacteria as revealed by the electron microscope,
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and of cells in tissue cultures inoculated with viruses; these
three contributions by E. W. Dempsey, C. E. Georgi, and
J. T. Syverton are beautifully illustrated. A long paper by
R. A. Good is entitled "The Morphological Basis of the
Immune Response" and includes a valuable review of the
development of knowledge about the site of formation of
antibodies; the incrimination of the plasma cell is supported
by copious evidence from the clinical field relating the
gamma-globulin content of the blood with the numbers of
these cells in the body. A thoughtful paper by R. J. Dubos
deals with the interrelationships of host and micro-organism,
and one by M. G. Sevag on similar lines concentrates on the
properties of the micro-organism which confer patho-
genicity. The authors of these and other papers finally en-
gaged in a round-table discussion at the end of what must
have been a most exhausting although stimulating day.
This and other discussions are reported apparently verbatim,
including trivial remarks and reference to other contributors
by such names as " Charlie " and " Jerry." The subject of
this symposium is so fundamental and in many ways obscure
that the speakers inevitably posed more questions than they
answered, but their contributions make up an interesting,
and at many points illuminating, review of it. The papers
conclude with sometimes extensive lists of references.

L. P. GARROD.

TREATMENT OF BLADDER TUMOURS
Bladder Tumors: A Symposium. By Mitchell Brice II, M.D.,
and eleven others. (Pp. 92+vii; illustrated. 32s.) Phila-
delphia and Montreal: J. B. Lippincott Company. London:
Pitman Medical Publishing Co., Ltd. 1957.

Tumours of the bladder give rise to one of the most
depressing problems in surgery. In spite of the introduction
of a number of new methods of treatment the prognosis
still remains poor. Any advance in the treatment of these
tumours is likely to be small and slow. The importance of
having a basic standard from which to judge such advances
is obvious, and the authors of this symposium from three
well-known New York institutions have combined to give
such a baseline. One of the main difficulties in assessing
the value of various types of treatment of bladder tumours
is the wide variations in pathological classification which
have been adopted in different clinics. In this book these
tumours have been classified by a combination of histo-
logical grading following Broders's plan and a classification
depending on the stage .of penetration of the bladder wall
and metastatic spread. Throughout it is shown how closely
related are these two classifications and that the prognosis
runs parallel to both. A valuable series of untreated
bladder tumours has been collected, and this series forms a
very salutary standard with which to compare other forms
of treatment. The treatment of bladder carcinoma by per-
urethral local excision and fulguration is shown to have
been mainly confined to localized and low-grade cancer,
and in such it apparently prolongs survival, removes a great
deal of bladder irritability, and stops haematuria; but if
hydronephrosis is present the tumour is probably of a
higher grade than was expected, with a corresponding im-
paired prognosis. The results of partial cystectomy are
shown to be reasonably satisfactory for low-grade and non-
penetrating carcinomata, but leave much to be desired in
the treatment of high-grade and late-stage cancers. Simi-
larly it is shown that total cystectomy which removes only
the bladder but leaves much pelvic connective tissue and
lymphatics yields results in the case of high-grade carcino-
mata which must be improved. This indicates the trend to-
wards more radical surgery for the higher-grade and more
widespread cancers. A detailed description of a radical total
cystectomy in which all the pelvic cellular tissue is excised
with or without the rectum is given, and the results of the
first 100 cases are recorded. This operation is considered to
be a definite improvement upon simple total cystectomy.
Finally the surgical treatment of cancer of the bladder is
discussed and summarized.
This symposium is a very valuable contribution to the

treatment of cancer of the bladder by collecting large series

and evaluating statistically the various methods of treat-
ment. For not only will it be found invaluable for those
surgeons who require statistics for comparison with those
of new methods of treatment, but it will be found most
stimulating reading for any surgeon who has to treat this
most resistant disease. J. E. SEMPLE.

THE: RORSCHACH TEST
Perceptanalysis. A Fundamentally Reworked, Expanded, and
Systematized Rorschach Method. By Zygmunt A. Piotrowski,
Ph.D. (Pp. 505 + xvii; illustrated. 47s.) New York and
London: Macmillan Company. 1957.

Hermann Rorschach was a Swiss psychiatrist of undoubted
brilliance who died in 1922 at the early age of 38. From
Freud he acquired understanding of psycho-analysis; from
Jung an interest in psychodiagnostic procedures and in
typological studies of personality. Rorschach's main contri-
bution-as is well known-is the ink-blot test that has come
to bear his name. This method he evolved gradually as an
empirical research tool, and was careful to specify that its
theoretical foundation was in no sense complete. Although
its validity has been questioned in some quarters, the
method has proved of real, if limited, usefulness in psy-
chiatric diagnosis and in the appraisal of certain aspects
of personality. Dr. Piotrowski now endeavours to claim for
the Rorschach method the status of a science in its own
right, to which he gives the clumsy title of " perceptanalysis."
It is difficult to see what is gained by such a claim, which
would quite certainly have been disowned by Rorschach
himself. Although scientific principles may be applied in
the design of any psychological test, the results do not for
that reason constitute an addition to scientific knowledge.
In many cases, indeed, their apparent objectivity is deceptive.
In the case of the Rorschach test, even the results are
doubtfully objective, and there is certainly no theory of
personality sufficiently well established to endow them with
scientific validity. Why not simply treat the method, as
did Rorschach, as an empirical technique of heuristic value
in psychological medicine ?

It is only fair to add that Dr. Piotrowski has made a
sincere and careful study of the Rorschach method, based
upon his own extensive experience and the findings of other
workers. This will be of interest and value to clinical
psychologists and others concerned with the minutiae of
Rorschach interpretation. It is doubtful, however, whether
his treatment of scoring problems will displace that of
Klopfer and Kelly, which is widely followed in this
country. None the less, Dr. Piotrowski's book is a solid
and thoughtful contribution to the technical literature and
can be recommended to all who feel the fascination of
Rorschach's original experiment.

0. L. ZANGWILL.

The fascination of retreading the paths of history or romance
can be compelling. Some may be content to walk the Pilgrims'
Way from Winchester to Canterbury, but others, answering a
more adventurous call, must break right away and follow in the
footsteps of Livingstone through the jungles of Africa or of
Marco Polo over the desolate expanses of Asia. Sir John Elliot,
chairman of the London Transport Executive, has reserved for
himself a small corner of this particular historical field, and very
rewarding it has turned out to be. In The Way of the Tumbrils
(Max Reinhardt, London; price 18s. net) he records his detailed
and scrupulous researches in those areas of Paris where the main
events of the French Revolution took place and where it is still
possible to. find traces of the men and women who played the
leading parts in that extraordinary drama. With an informed and
sympathetic pen he writes of those who lived, worked, declaimed,
plotted, were imprisoned, died, and were buried in revolutionary
Paris-among them the king and queen, Charlotte Corday,
Marat, Danton, and Robespierre. Furnished with a useful
plan and a brief outline of the Revolution, this book is the
satisfying outcome of one professional man's hobby. There
are no dry bones of history about it, for every page reflects the
author's manifest enthusiasm for his subject. Anyone with a few
days to spend in Paris would find it a pleasantly unconventional
addition to the standard guide-books.
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