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APPROVED NAMES
On June 29, 1957 (p. 1528), we printed the last supplement
(dated May, 1957) to the consolidated list of " approved
names" selected by the British Pharmacopoeia Commission.
Below is the latest, dated October, 1957. We have added a
brief note on the main use of each drug. Communications
relating to " approved names" should be addressed to the
secretary, British Pharmacopoeia Commission, General
Medical Council Office, 44, Hallam Street, London, W.1.

Approved Name Chemical and Other Names Notes

Acepromazine 2-Acetyl-10-(3-dimethylamino- Tranquillizer
propyl)phenothiazine

"Notensil " is the maleate
Bialamicol 3: 3'-Diallyl-5: 5'-bisdiethyl- Anti-amoebic

aminomethyl-4: 4'-dihydroxy- compound
diphenyl

"Camoform " is the hydrochloride
Buphenine -p-Hydroxyphenyl-2-(1-methyl-3- Vasodilator

phenylpropylamino)propanol
"Perdilatal " is the hydrochloride

Captodiame p-Butylthiodiphenylmethyl 2-di- Sedative
methylaminoethyl sulphide

" Covatin" is the hydrochloride
Cyclomethycaine 3-(2-Methylpiperidino)propyl Local analgesic

p-cyclohexyloxybenzoate
Surfacaine " is the sulphate;
" surfathesin " is the sulphate

Dequalinium Decamethylenebis-(4-aminoquin- Bactericide
chloride aldinium chloride)

" Dequadin "
Dicyclomine 2-Diethylaminoethyl dicyclohexyl- Antispasmodic

1-carboxylate
"Wyovin " is the hydrochloride

Diloxanide N-Dichloroacetyl-p-hydroxy-N- Anti-amoebic
methylaniline compound

"Entamide "
Edrophonium Ethyl-m-hydroxyphenyldimethyl- Cholinergic agent

chloride ammonium chloride
" Tensilon"

Hedaquinium Hexadecamethylenebis-(2-iso- Antifungal agent
chloride quinolinium chloride)

" Teoquil "
Hydroxydione Sodium 21-hydroxypregnane-3 :20- Local analgesic
sodium suc- dione succinate
cinate " Viadril "

Liothyronine (-)-Tri-iodothyronine Metabolic stimulant
"Tertroxin " is the sodium deriva-

tive
Mecamylamine 3-Methylaminoisocamphane Oral hypotensive

"Inversine " is the hydrochloride; agent
" mevasine " is the hydrochloride

Melphalan .. p-Di-(2-chloroethyl)amino-L- Chemotherapy of
phenylalanine malignant disease

Methotrimepra- 10-(3-Dimethylamino-2-methyl- Tranquillizer
zine propyl)-2-methoxyphenothiazine

Penthienate 2-Diethylaminoethyl a-hydroxy-a- Mydriatic
cyclopentyl-a-(2-thienyl)hydroxy-
acetate
Monodral " is the methobromide

Phenoxybenz- 2-(N-Benzyl-2-chloroethylamino)- Adrenergic blocking
amine 1-phenoxy-propane agent

"Dibenyline " is the hydrochloride;
" dibenzyline " is the hydro-
chloride

Pipenzolate N-Ethyl-3-piperidyl benzilate Anticholinergic agent
" Piptal " is the methobromide

Thiopropazate 1-(2-Acetoxyethyl)-4-[3-(2-chloro- Tranquillizer
10-phenothiazinyl)propyl]-
piperazine

Trimeprazine 10-(3-Dimethylamino-2-methyl-
propyl)phenothiazine

Reports of Societies

ROYAL SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE
BRIGADIER BOYD ON DYSENTERY

For his presidential address to the Royal Society of Tropi-
cal Medicine and Hygiene on October 17 Brigadier J. S. K.
BOYD, F.R.S., chose as his title, " Dysentery: Some Per-
sonal Experiences and Observations." Among Europeans
in the tropics, he said, bacillary dysentery was more impor-
tant than amoebic dysentery. But, since bacillary dysentery
rarely became chronic and was easily cured by modern
drugs, it had recently received less attention than amoebic
dysentery, which, unless very thoroughly treated, tended to
persist as a subacute or chronic condition. Nevertheless,
bacteria could become resistant to sulphonamides and anti-
biotics, and the emergence of resistant strains of dysentery
bacilli might jeopardize the present satisfactory therapeutic
position.

In the first world war bacillary and amoebic dysentery
had accounted for 22-64% of admissions to medical units
in Salonika, Egypt, and Mesopotamia. Among 120,000
casualties from Gallipoli between August and October,
1915, a high proportion had been caused by dysentery, and
it was claimed that 65% of the dysenteric infections had
been caused by amoebae. But Wenyon and O'Connor had
found that only 6.5% of 246 convalescents evacuated from
Gallipoli were carriers of Entanoeba histolytica cysts, com-
pared with 4.5% of 11,037 others with no history of dysen-
tery. From this it was concluded that the incidence of
amoebic dysentery among the casualties at Gallipoli had
been- overestimated. Amoebic infection accounted for a
considerable proportion of the steady admissions of dysen-
teric patients all the year round, but bacillary dysentery
occurred in epidemic waves mainly in late summer and
autumn and to a less extent in spring, and was everywhere
the predominant type of the infection. Between the two
world wars the work of Manifold had led to the greater
appreciation of the importance of bacillary dysentery as a
cause of ill-health in the British Army in India.

Brigadier Boyd recalled how in 1929 when inagglutinable
Flexner dysentery bacilli presented an unsolved problem
he had one morning found two types of colony on a plate
on which a culture of one of the inagglutinable types had
been made. One of the colonies was smooth like the parent
strain and composed of inagglutinable bacteria, whereas
the other, which was semi-rough, was highly agglutinable;
it became clear that this strain had undergone degradation
and was producing two different types of bacteria. Those
with smooth colonies possessed a specific surface antigen
which rendered them inagglutinable by the antisera of
known strains. The second type, which produced rough
colonies, had lost this surface antigen and as a result an
underlying group antigqn had been exposed. Its components
were common to other members of the Flexner series, so that
it had become agglutinable by their antisera. Three new
types of organisms had been identified by their surface
antigen, and the few which remained, each with a specific
antigen but lacking the common group antigen, had been
classified as a separate species.

In the Middle East during the second world war a type
of bacillary dysentery slow in onset and progress but quite
unamenable to treatment had been recognized as a cause
of mortality. Most of the more serious cases were caused
by Shiga's bacillus, but a few Flexner infections also ran
a very protracted course and had been difficult to cure.
Antitoxin and bacteriophage had been ineffective as thera-
peutic or prophylactic agents. The situation had been com-
pletely and dramatically altered by the introduction of
sulphaguanidine.

Motoring News

AFTERTHOUGHTS ON THE MOTOR SHOW
Once again many thousands of people have journeyed to
Earls Court to see the new cars and to see what the manu-
facturers have been working on during the last 12 months.
The outcome has, however, been somewhat disappointing,
for the tendency has been towards one of progressive
improvement rather than of great new developments. British
car manufacturers have been content simply to improve
their existing models rather than introduce more original
designs. This is a sensible policy to pursue for a while,
but the time may now have come for advanced ideas to
be incorporated in new cars. The Motor Show this year
has seen the start of some of these advanced ideas on the
more expensive cars; in successive years the new designs,
accessories, or whatever they may be are gradually incor-
porated on the cheaper mass-produced models at lower
prices.
Perhaps the greatest innovation to be seen at Earl's Court

this year has been fully automatic transmission on cars for
the family motorist This form of transmission usually
consists of a clutch, torque converter, and a series of gears.
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