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surviving female twin ? In this case there must have been
virtually complete colonization of the marrow of the female
twin by haemopoietic cells, both red and white derived from
the male. This hypothesis would explain simultaneously
the blood group anomaly and the presence of an ovo-testis.
If this is in fact the true explanation it may be that other
cases of so-called true hermaphroditism have a similar
origin.-I am, etc.,

Maidenhead, Berks. F. E. T. ScoTT.

Medical Superintendents
SIR,-Dr. G. McCoull's statement that " medical superin-

tendent" has joined the list of English "dirty words"
(Journal, July 6, p. 44) does not apply to Australia. In
many cases a mnedical superintendent will have facilities and
beds for clinical work, perhaps research and teaching. These
appointments are strongly competitive in most hospitals, and
those who hold them are usually highly regarded both by
their colleagues and by the public.-I am, etc.,
Cooma, N.S.W., Australia. DOUGLAS VANN.

Acute Inversion of Uterus
SIR,-We have read with interest the letter by Dr. Henry

FitzGibbon from Ontario, Canada (Journal, September 7,
p. 589), commenting on our recent article on this subject
(Journal, May II, p. 1102). We have no desire to open a
correspondence on this very controversial condition, but we
would like to make some points.
The main theme of Dr. FitzGibbon's letter appears to

be that inversion of the uterus should be immediately re-
placed by the attendant as soon as the condition is recog-
nized. We find this difficult to understand. Jn our case an
attempt at immediate inversion as he suggests, without any
preliminary resuscitation measures, would undoubtedly have
killed the patient. She was in the most profound shock
either of us had ever seen. As we tried to make clear in
our article, however, full resuscitation before replacement
of the uterus would equally not succeed in such a case
carried out, as it would be, against a steadily deepening
shock progression. It is our contention that the patient
should be brought as rapidly as possible to the minimum
state permitting safe anaesthesia. We are both sure that
transfusion is necessary, therefore, before reduction of the
inversion. This transfusion perforce must be rapid. We
used dextran solution to win us five minutes wherein we
could do a rapid cross-match and then replace the dextran
with blood. We replaced the uterus as soon as we could
detect a systolic blood pressure of 70 mm. mercury, and
additionally, and more important, when the patient's general
appearance suggested that she could now stand up to the
additional degree of manipulative shock which is certain to
be produced when the uterus is replaced. The whole pro-
cedure, from the detection of the inversion to the replace-
ment of the uterus, took us twenty minutes only; admittedly
they were the lbncest twenty minutes of our lives, but,
looking back, we think that any attempt to have shortened
that time by immediate replacement would have led to
disaster.
We were familiar with the work of Dr. O'Sullivan and,

the other authors mentioned by Dr. FitzGibbon, but we
only had time for one method and there was no place for
experiment. Many authors state as their opinion that full
resuscitation should be carried through, and our short article
was written to illustrate that this may have its dangers in
undue delay. No one, fortunately, can build up much prac-
tical experience of this condition, but we both firmly feel
that we cannot agree with immediate replacement, at least
when the patient is as badly shocked as ours was.

Additionally, conditions of obstetric practice in this
country have not yet reached the utopian level where the
obstetrician can do his little job and then let "someone"
else worry about replacement therapy, and we hope they
never will.-We are, etc.,

J. T. B. BATN.
BilUngham, Co. Durham. B. K. B. ZIOLKOWSKA.

Obituary

RUDOLPH MATAS, M.D., LL.D., Sc.D., Hon.F.R.C.S.
F.A.C.S.

Dr. Rudolph Matas, emeritus professor of surgery in
Tulane University, Louisiana, and an Honorary Fellow
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, died
in hospital at New Orleans on September 23,
aged 97. Though his name will always be associated
with advances in vascular surgery, he made many orig-
inal contributions to other branches of surgery, and his
pioneer work was recognized throughout the world by
universities and learned societies, including the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, which elected him to
Honorary Fellowship in 1927.
We are indebted to Sir GORDON GORDON-TAYLOR for the

following appreciation:
A few days ago, after he had passed his 97th birthday,

death brought to a close the long life of one who has been
justly acclaimed the doyen not only of American but of the
international world of surgery. To the present generation of
surgical workers Rudolph Matas is but a legendary name
associated with a technique for dealing with aneurysm, but
to those of a more senior vintage he was a very vital figure,
dominating surgical conferences-as did that great French
surgeon, Rend Leriche-sure of an enthusiastic reception
whenever he ascended a surgical platform, and always listened
to with rapt attention and respect, for invariably he actively
participated in the programme of a congress. Alton Ochsner,
his successor at Tulane, knew no one able to speak extem-
porarily so fluently or so authoritatively as did Matas. Alas,
advancing years had latterly imposed their decree upon the
human thrust, and he who had scorned the fatigue of long
journeys in the service of surgery was now an absentee from
the meetings of the International Society of Surgery at Paris,
Lisbon, and Copenhagen.
Rudolph Matas was born on September 1, 1860, the son

of an ophthalmologist, at Bonnet-Carre, near New Orleans.
He came of good vigorous Spanish stock, for father and
mother each belonged to families of nine children : his fore-
bears included farmers, merchants, priests, and municipal
office holders. Various circumstances, including the Ameri-
can Civil War, directed his parents' steps to Paris and
Spain when the boy was only 2, and Rudolph Matas did
not return to the United States till 1868. He was now
proficient in French and Spanish, and even in the Catalan
dialect, but was "without English." This lack was soon
remedied, and by 1877 he won by competition the post of
resident intern at the Charity Hospital, New Orleans; in
1894 he was appointed professor of surgery at the Univer-
sity of Tulane, and retained an active association with the
hospital till 1927, having served it for fifty years. He
resigned the post of chief surgeon to the Touro Infirmary in
1935, when he was 75 years of age, and was succeeded by
his loyal friend, Isidore Cohn. Matas retired from active
surgery in 1940 at the age of 80.
The list of awards and honours conferred upon him would

occupy pages, and it must suffice to mention a few only.
His connexion with the American College of Surgeons had
been long and honourable, including vice-presidency five
times and the presidency (1925-26), and he was elected an
Honorary Fellow in 1951. He was president of the
American Surgical Association in 1909, the recipient of the
Bigelow medal in 1926; he was made an Honorary Fellow
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1927 on the
same occasion as Leriche. In September, 1938, on the
very eve of the Munich crisis, he presided at Brussels over
the Eleventh Congress of the International Society of Sur-
gery. Never was his linguistic flair, dating back to the
peripatetic character of his childhood years, seen to better
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advantage than in the great hall of the Belgian Senate-
the very court room in which the nursing-sister martyr,
Edith Cavell, was condemned to death by a German court-
martial-when he addressed representative surgeons of many

countries in classic French. It was a memorable meeting,
for the audience included the grand old Burgomaster Max,
that heroic figure during the "occupation" of the 1914-18
war, and at that very moment a Nazi leader was once again
menacingly rattling his sword. Not for Matas a hasty return
across the Atlantic when war clouds threatened ominously:
he first visited Spain, whither he had gone on a surgical
mission during the civil war when there were war casualties
to be treated, victims of Nazi and Italian aircraft pilots who
were using the Iberian peninsula as a practice ground for not-
far-distant grand-scale attacks on Britain, France, Norway,
Holland, Belgium, and Poland.
The surgery of the cardiovascular system has advanced

in scintillating fashion since Matas's pioneer exploit in
1888, but an individual total of 620 operations for aneurysm
is an impressive one. The first successful operation on an

aneurysm of the abdominal aorta in 1923 was hailed as a

triumph, although such an event is to-day regarded as a

commonplace, and the work of colleagues and pupils of
the old master in America and of Rob and Eastcott in
Britain must have provided gratifying evidence that the
branch of surgery which he did so much to initiate was

making stupendous advances.
But Matas made many pioneer contributions to surgery,

apart from those dealing with the vascular system : he did
original work in the field of local, regional, and spinal
anaestnesia (1886), and in the intravenous use of saline
solution and other sera for shock and haemorrhage (1885-
91). By 1911 he was advocating gastro-duodenal suction for
intestinal obstruction, peritonitis, and paralytic ileus; he
devised positive pressure methods to prevent collapse of
the lung in thoracotomy (1897-98) he advised transpleural
thoracotomy for hepatic and subphrenic abscess, gall-
bladder intuhation to supply fluid and nuitrient aeents into the
duodenum (1909), and early prostatectomy. In 1919 he stressed
the value of the continuous intravenous drip with glucose.
Many of those whose names are now associated with these
therapeutic techniques had scarcely entered medicine when
the old pioneer was already advocating their usage, but he
never vociferously claimed his own priority. In his early
pre-graduation years he served on a yellow-fever commission
that went to Cuba, and later worked in several areas in
the U.S.A. in an effort to combat the disease. Without the
pathological aids of to-day he proved that many of the
fevers in New Orleans were not malaria but atypical
typhoid. For half a century he took a prominent part in
every effort to improve the sanitation and public health of
Louisiana.
The number of his surgical acolytes is legion, and the

affection of surgical colleagues everywhere showed itself
in various tributes paid him from time to time as the
decades of his long life rolled past, and one is often left
in wonder whether to admire more the beautiful language
in which these tributes were couched or the depth of
sincerity and affection which prompted these dedicatory offer-
ings. The perfect English in which all the contributions
from Matas's own pen are written is an endless source of
pleasure to the reader, and his essay "The Soul of a Sur-
geon " (1926) and the address "The Surgeon: His Science
and His Art " (1926) are worthy of comparison with Sir
Thomas Browne's Religio Medici. while his obituary notices
of Sir Arbuthnot Lane and Sir Harold Stiles are charming
vignettes of these two British surgeons.

Although he had a good knowledge of literature, art, and
music (and even patronized the cinema theatre!) his life
may be said to have been wholly consecrated to surgery,
and in this respect he reminds me more of George Grey
Turner than any other surgeon. For most of those who knew
him there will remain the memory of a short, sturdy figure,
the white moustache and the " goatee" beard, the quick
movements, the restlessness of the Latin, the tireless con-

versationalist, his friendliness and affability, his encourage-

ment to the young surgeon, his own intense humility, his
devotion to surgery and to his patients. Perhaps those
words from Guy de Chauliac employed in 1940 by that
great friend of English surgeons, the late Elliott Cutler, sum
up Rudolph Matas: " Bold, where sure; cautious in danger;
kind to the sick; considerate of your fellow workers; un-

influenced by gain."

CHARLES TODD, O.B.E., M.D., F.R.S.
Dr. Charles Todd, a veteran worker and indeed in many
respects a pioneer in bacteriology and immunity, died
at Croydon on September 23, aged 88. For more than
twenty years he rendered great services to public health
in Egypt.

Charles Todd was a Cumberland man, born on September
17, 1869, and educated at Carlisle Grammar School. From
there he went to Clare College, Cambridge, as a scholar,
and took first-class honours in the natural sciences tripos.
He won an open scholarship to St. Bartholomew's Hospital,
and graduated M.B., B.Ch. in 1894. He returned to Cam-
bridge as house-surgeon at Addenbrooke's Hospital, but the
laboratory soon claimed him, and he became assistant bac-
teriologist at the Lister Institute. In 1896 he took the D.P.H.
and proceeded to the M.D. two years later. The experience
he gained at the Lister Institute led to his appointment as
director of the Serum Institute at Abbassia, Cairo. At that
time Cairo was a city of 800,000 people, with no high
standards of hygiene, and Todd found abundant material
for pursuing his bacteriological studies. His services were
highly regarded in Egypt, and he became director of the
public health laboratories in Cairo and consultant in the
public health department of the Egyptian Government. He
was a member of the Egyptian Cattle Plague Commission in
1912 and of the Egyptian Public Health Commission in 1918.

Later, after his return to England in 1926, a wider field
of work awaited him as a member of the Colonial Medical
Research Commission. Addressing a Colonial Conference
in London in 1927, the Secretary of State spoke of a certain
unity of problems in the colonial empire, along with a great
diversity of administration and structure in the various
territories, and he alluded to the need for closer co-opera-
tion and more effective interchange in those aspects of
administration in which scientific methods and research
entered, specifically public health and veterinary science.
Charles Todd, from his experience of the Middle East and
his work in this country at the Lister Institute and, later,
at the National Institute for Medical Research at Hamp-
stead, and his special knowledge of that borderline where
human and veterinary medicine meet, was one of the men
well qualified to assist towards such unity, arnd assist he did.
As early as 1902 Todd was working on aerobic spore-

bearing bacilli, and in 1904 he was able to show that four
to six weeks' cultures of Shiga's bacillus contained a soluble
toxin which was highly active in rabbits and horses, but
to a much less extent in guinea-pigs, rats, and mice. His
work on bacteriophage lasted over many years. In 1927 he
reported that most phages within the pH range over which
they remained active appeared to carry a negative electric
charge, in this way resembling bacteria and filterable viruses,
and years later he was still working on the same subject,
making observations which are recorded in the textbooks on

pathology and immunity. Todd himself was the author of
no book, but numerous papers by him are to be found in
the Proceedings of the Royal Society, which made him a

Fellow in 1930, in the British Journal of Experimental Path-
ology, and other publications. He was also the author of
articles in A System of Bacteriology in Relation to Medicine,
volumes published by the Bacteriological Committee of the
Medical Research Council in 1929-31. In 1931 he joined
the staff of the National Institute for Medical Research and
continued to work at Hampstead until 1940.

Dr. Todd was often called into consultation by officia-l
and other bodies. He was a member of the Foot and Mouth
Disease Research Committee. The Empire Rheumatism
Council made him a member of its Research Advisory Com-

OCT. 5, 1957 OBITUARY
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mittee. For his services in Egypt he was awarded the 2nd
Class Order of the Nile and the 3rd Class Order of the
Medjidieh, and in this country his services were recognized
by an Officership of the Order of the British Empire.

G. H. C. OVENS, O.B.E., M.B., F.R.C.S.
Professor G. H. C. Ovens, dean of the faculty of medi-
cine and professor of surgery at University College of
the West Indies, died suddenly in Jamaica on Sep-
tember 20. He was 49 years of age.

Gerald Hugh Campbell Ovens was born on October 3,
1907, son of the late Brigadier-General G. H. Ovens, C.B.
He studied medicine at St. Mary's Hospital Medical School,
qualifying in 1932, graduating M.B., B.S. in 1935, and taking
the F.R.C.S. in 1936. After holding house appointments
at St. Mary's and the post of assistant medical officer at
St. James' Hospital, Mr. Ovens became surgical registrar
and, later, surgical tutor at St. Mary's, and honorary surgeon
to the King Edward's Memorial Hospital, Ealing. During
his service in the R.A.M.C. he was adviser in surgery to the
Palestine Command from 1946 to 1948-a period which
preceded the giving up of the Mandate-and for his work in
that capacity he was appointed O.B.E. In September, 1948,
he became professor of clinical surgery at the University of
Alexandria. Three years later he joined the staff of Uni-
versity College of the West Indies as professor of surgery,
and in 1953 he became dean of the medical faculty there.

Mr. R. P. M. MILES writes : Gerald Ovens died at the
early age of 49, after two years of serious illness, which,
nevertheless, had not prevented him from giving the full
benefit of his mature wisdom to the ever-increasing problems
of the University College of the West Indies and its medical
faculty. Appointed to the chair of surgery there in 1952,
he was forced, under medical orders, to give up active surgery
after the first two years, but his work as an administrator
and as dean of the medical faculty gave him more than full-
time employment. He gave these years to the university,
and he died working in its service to the end.
Many St. Mary's men will remember Gerald Ovens when

surgical registrar (and in those days surgical registrars were
not two a penny) as a first-rate teacher whose tutorials were
an essential feature of the final year. He absorbed the best
of the old teaching hospital tradition and took a delight
in clinical and bedside instruction. He epitomized these
methods in a most excellently written textbook An Introduc-
tion to Clinical Surgery, which he published in 1954. With
great skill he translated the well-tried London teaching tradi-
tion to West Indian students, and his success was shown in
the results of the first qualifying examinations, which were
the subject of a special commendatory message from London
University.
Conservative in outlook, greatly experienced in administra-

tion, and possessed of the power of immediately assessing a

person's worth, Ovens rapidly spread his influence through-
out the new University College. He supervised the final
stages of building of the new teaching hospital, and suc-
ceeded in having it opened on the scheduled day in spite
of many obstacles. His election as dean of the medical
faculty was unanimous, and after the first year steps were
taken to ensure that his term of office was extended. Hle
held this office until his death. During this time pressing
problems connected with expansion of the hospital and uni-
versity finance taxed his resources to the utmost. The recom-
mended extensions to the teaching hospital entailed an ex-
penditure of one million pounds, and Ovens tackled the
allocation of this large sum with the most painstaking
thoroughness. He was at his best when presiding over
estimates committees, carefully and tactfully keeping the
peace between the rival claimants for the money. The pro-
ject nearest to his heart perhaps was the new medical school.
He had conceived and planned this almost entirely on his
own, and it is to be hoped that his name will be com-
memorated suitably when the school is finally built. Gerald

Ovens had a maturity of judgment and a deep fund of
wisdom which caused him to become a counsellor of every-
body concerned in hospital and university affairs, and his
influence will be sadly missed in these circles.
His relaxations were few, but he was always active in'

supporting student and university functions and societies.
He was a man of wide reading and was an authority on

medical biography, possessing an outstanding collection of
historical medical literature. Gerald was somewhat retiring
in nature, and it was not everyone's privilege to be able to
penetrate beyond his natural reserve and to appreciate his
charm, his delightful sense of humour, his modesty, and-
in these last years-his magnificent courage in ignoring the
obvious implications of his illness. To those who did, his
death leaves a gap which is hard to fill.

Sir ARTHUR DE SILVA, K.C.M.G., C.B.E.
F.R.C.S.

Sir Arthur de Silva, consulting surgeon to the General
Hospital, Colombo, and consulting aural surgeon to the
Victoria Memorial Hospital, died in Colombo on
September 22, aged 77.
Arthur Marcellus de Silva 'was born on November 5,

1879, the son of Mudaliyar William Marcellus de Silva.
After receiving his early education at the Royal College,
Colombo, he came to England to study medicine at the
London Hospital, qualifying in 1903. Three years later he
took the F.R.C.S. of England, the first Ceylonese post-
graduate to achieve that distinction. On his return to
Colombo in 1907 he was appointed surgeon to the General
Hospital and lecturer in surgery at Ceylon Medical College,
where he was also an examiner. For twenty-two years he
also held the post of surgeon for diseases of the ear, nose,
and throat at the Victoria Memorial Hospital.
Arthur de Silva built up a large consulting practice and

many well-known people were among his patients. For ten
years he was senior surgeon at the General Hospital, and
just before his retirement from the staff in 1940 he was
appointed C.B.E. His professional life meant everything to
him, but after he had given up active hospital work he
became a most valuable member of the Public Service Com-
mission. Knighted in 1949, he was promoted K.C.M.G. in
1956. His hobby was the culture of orchids, on which he
was an authority.

In 1909 he married Laura Elizabeth Dias, and they had
one daughter.

J. P. HUBAN, C.S.I., O.B.E., M.B., B.Ch.
Major-General J. P. Huban, I.M.S.(ret.), died suddenly
at Church Crookham, Hampshire, on September 4 at the
age of 66, as a result of a cerebral vascular lesion.
John Patrick Huban was born on February 13, 1891, the

son of Malachy Huban, of Gort, Co. Galway. He was
educated at St. Colman's College, Fermoy, and University
College, Dublin, graduating M.B., B.Ch. from the National
University of Ireland in 1914. Mobilized in the
R.A.M.C.(S.R.) soon after the outbreak of the first world
war, he was sent to India; and in the three frontier cam-
paigns which immediately followed-the Afghan, Waziristan,
and Mahsud campaigns-he served with great distinction,
was mentioned three times in dispatches, and appointed
O.B.E. in 1920.

J. B. H. writes: Huban was gazetted to a regular com-
mission in the I.M.S. in 1919, and after a period of military
duty was selected for civil employment in the Foreign and
Political Department of the Government of India. Medical
officers of that department served in the North-west Frontier
Province, Baluchistan, in the Princely States, and in the
neighbouring countries of Persia, Afghanistan, and Nepal.
Admission to it was eagerly sought and competition keen.
From that cadre also was usually drawn the Civil Surgeon

BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL

OBITUARY
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of India's capital, Delhi. In Jaipur and in the Rajputana
States Huban enjoyed a very high reputation. For six years
he was Civil Surgeon of Delhi. The occupant of that post
is very much in the public eye in India, and Huban was
regarded very highly as an all-round doctor of first-class
ability. His periods on leave were divided between study in
advanced surgery and orthopaedics in Vienna, gynaecology
in Dublin, and public health in London. Reports by his
political superiors in the various states in which he served
regularly praised not only his qutstanding surgical skill and
his vigorous handling of epidemics but also his tact in deal-
ing with ruling princes and their families, and his kindly
understanding of his subordinates.

In 1940 Huban was called to Delhi as Additional Deputy
Director-General of the I.M.S. In 1941 he was promoted
to the rank of colonel and appointed Inspector-General of
Hospitals and Director of Public Health of the North-west
Frontier Province of India. His success in these combined
posts led to his promotion in 1944 as Surgeon-General with
the Government of Madras. Despite his lack of experience
in matters relating to medical education and teaching insti-
tutions in general, Huban rapidly overcame this handicap
and earned the thanks of the government of Madras for his
sound plans for post-war reconstruction. He was appointed
C.S.I. in 1946. From 1944 to 1947 he was president of the.
South Indian and Madras Branch of the British Medical
Association. In view of impending changes, Huban retired
from the I.M.S. in 1947 and was appointed chief medical
officer of Cable & Wireless Ltd., London.
John Huban was the embodiment of all that is most

attractive in the Irish character. Warm-hearted and generous
to a fault and with a genius for friendship, he nevertheless
had a shrewd common sense which made his advice on lay
as well as medical subjects worthy of the closest attention
by those who sought it. He never proffered it unasked; but
would take endless trouble to help if requested. His
friends were many, and enemies-so far as I am aware-did
not exist. He married in 1916 Aimee, daughter of Frank
Willett, who survives him. Their only child-a son who
gave every promise of his father's ability and charm-was
killed in action in Italy in 1943, a blow from which John
Huban never fully recovered. His memory will be cherished
by all who knew him, and their sympathy goes out in full
measure to his widow.

G. A. D. HARVEY, C.B., C.M.G., L.R.C.P.I.
Major-General G. A. D. Harvey, formerly D.D.M.S.,
Western Command, India, died in the Colchester
Military Hospital on September 22 after a long illness.
He was 74 years of age.

(?eorge Alfred Duncan Harvey was born on October 27,
1882. He and his four brothers were all educated at Elles-
mere College, where they distinguished themselves both
scholastically and at games. Three of the brothers, includ-
ing G. A. D. Harvey, played Rugby football for Ireland.
From school he went on to study medicine in Dublin, where
he qualified in 1904. Joining the R.A.M.C. as a probationer,
he went out to the Straits Settlements and later served in the
Sudan and with the Egyptian Army. During the first world
war he became A.D.M.S., Fifth Army, being mentioned in
dispatches and appointed C.M.G. in 1927. From 1926 to
1930 he was assistant director of hygiene at the War Office,
and after a period of service at Gibraltar he became
A.D.M.S. for the Waziristan District in India. Promoted
to major-general in 1935, he was appointed D.D.M.S.,
Western Command. From 1937 to 1939 he was honorary
physician to the King, being appointed C.B. in 1938. Major-
General Harvey retired in 1939, but he volunteered for ser-
vice during the second world war and was captured in May,
1940. Repatriated in 1943, he retired from the Service in
the following year.

Major-General Harvey is survived by his widow and one

daughter.

JEAN NICOLESCO, M.D.
Professor Jean Nicolesco, professor of histology in the
University of Bucharest and well known for his contri-
butions to neurohistoldgy and neuropathology, died on

September 6.
We are indebted to Dr. MACDONALD CRITCHLEY for the

following tribute: By the sudden death of Professor Jean
Nicolesco, of Bucharest, neurology has lost a distinguished
and lovable exponent. Born in 1895 in Focschani, Rumania,
he lost his father when he was 17 years of age, and thereafter
he had to support his family while prosecutirrg his own pro-

fessional career under financial duress. Entering the faculty
of medicine at Bucharest, he soon became a conspicuous
student, being president of the medical society as well as

editor of the local magazine. In 1921 he married Mlle.
Marie Maniu, who later collaborated with him in numerous

publications and researches. His lifelong interests lay in
the field of neurohistology, but he also studied clinical
neurology under Marinesco and Noica at the Pantelimon,
Coltzea, and Central Hospitals of Bucharest. Perhaps his
most important undertaking was in 1922, when he journeyed
to Paris for a two-year postgraduate course of study. First
he attached himself to Pierre Marie at the Salpetriere, but
later he worked at the Bicetre and at Ivry with Charles
Foix. A deep friendship developed, and their scientific
association bore fruit in 1925 in the publication of the
classic monograph, "Les noyaux gris centraux de la region
mesencephalo-sous-optique," which was accorded the Prix
Saintour of the Academie de Medecine de Paris.
On his return to his own country Nicolesco became re-

sponsible for a steady output of excellent papers, written in
diverse languages, mainly concerned with the minute patho-
logy of the nervous system. In this manner his future medi-
cal career became moulded, and he was appointed to the
chair of histology in the University of Bucharest, and was
made a corresponding member of the Rumanian Academy.
Many distinctions followed. This year, 1957, saw the publi-
cation of his magnificent Morfopatologia sistemului nervos,
of which he was the editor, and in the press at this present
moment is an Atlas in which his work upon the visceral
nerve-endings has been synthesized. Nicolesco's contribu-
tions to neuropathology have been numerous and signifi-
cant. His name will occupy a place of permanency in his
specialty, but he will also long be remembered as a7 digni-
fied, simple, and warm-hearted grand seigneur. He owed
much to France-his culture, his friendships, possibly his
happiest recollections. Six weeks before his death he was
attending an international congress in Brussels, and it was
touching to witness the warmth of his re-encounter with his
erstwhile contemporaries and colleagues from Paris.

T. N. PARISH, M.D.
Dr. T. N. Parish, who was in general practice at Cran-
brook, Kent, died suddenly at his home on September 7
aged 54.
Thomas Newton Parish was born at Cambridge on

June 21, 1903, the elder son of Mr. G. E. Parish. At the
age of 11 he obtained a scholarship to Christ's Hospital and
was head of the school (Senior Graecian) in 1921. Going on

to Downing College, Cambridge, with a major scholarship,
he took the natural sciences tripos, and made many friends
both in the college, for which he played rugger, and in the
university. His clinical work was done at King's College
Hospital, where he won the Burney Yeo scholarship. After
qualifying in 1928 he served as house-surgeon to the ortho-
paedic department under Sir Thomas Fairbank and Mr.
St. J. D. Buxton and later was house-physician at the Bel-
grave Hospital for Children. In 1929 he graduated M.B.,
B.Ch., proceeding M.D. six years later. After complet-
ing his resident appointments he became an assistant medical
officer at St. Giles' Hospital, Camberwell, but found the
regulations tedious there and resigned his appointment in

1936, spending the next year or so as surgeon in a ship
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laying cable between Australia and Tasmania. He then
joined Dr. Wilfred Gough in practice at Cranbrook. During
the second world war he served in the R.A.M.C., being
posted to special duties with M.I.5 ; he remained with this
unit for the whole of his service.' He was a particularly
good choice for this type of work, and during his service
he met many interesting people.

Returning to Cranbrook after the war, he worked as a

single-handed practitioner in a large, good-class general
practice. Medical officer to two large schools, he was par-
ticularly interested in this side of his work, contributing
articles on the control of epidemics to this and other journals.

J. W. E. C. writes: Tom Parish was an ideal general prac-
titioner, kind and wise and withal extremely well read and
conversant with the latest developments in medicine.
Equipped as he was with a first-class brain, he shunned
everything which was slipshod or second rate. This in-
evitably led to great demands on his services, which could
only be met by long hours of work; from this he gave him-
self too little respite. Always he gave himself unstintingly to
his patients or to his friends who asked his help. Although
a lifelong member of the B.M.A. he took little interest in
medical politics and shied off committee work so far as he
was able.

In the post-war years he had little time for outside relaxa-
tion, but preferred his family, his home, and his garden. He
was a supporter of local activities and always did well at
local horticultural shows. Those of us who knew him best
will regret his passing and feel that our world will be much
the poorer for his death. He married in 1938 Margaret,
daughter of Captain F. W. Keary, R.N., and to his widow
and his son and daughter we extend our sincere sympathy.

DOROTHY C. WILLIAMSON, M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.
Dr. Dorothy C. Williamson, an assistant in general prac-
tice in Penistone, Yorkshire, died in the Sheffield Royal
Infirmary on September 18 at the age of 26.
Dorothy Constance Williamson was born on December 1,

1930, at Dublin. From Wesley College she went on to study
medicine at Trinity College, Dublin, where she graduated
M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. in 1953 at the age of 22. Her house
appointments were at Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital and the
Derby City Hospital, where she was working as senior house
officer when she obtained the D.R.C.O.G. Her first ex-

perience in general practice was as an assistant in Cocker-
mouth. Later she went to Penistone, where she earned the
love and affection of all her patients. During the influenza
epidemic she developed bronchopneumonia and died six
days later.

Dr. L. B. H. writes: Those with whom she worked have
learned of the tragic and untimely death of Dr. Williamson
with the deepest regret and dismay. In all the posts she held
she earned the high esteem of those who came to know her.
Her charming personality and gaiety of spirit, springing as
it did from her simple Christian faith and assurance, en-

deared her to the hearts of all. The tragic suddenness of
her departure seems almost unbearable to the multitude of
her friends, and it is difficult to believe that so delightful a

personality has so soon passed from our midst. We may
truly say with Solomon of old : " She, in a short time, ful-
filled a long time." Our sympathy goes to her widowed
mother and family.

TREVOR GRIFFITHS, M.B., B.Ch., D.M.R.D.
Dr. Trevor Griffiths, consulting radiologist to the
Woolwich group of hospitals, was killed in a motor
accident at Amiens on September 8, when he and his
family were travelling home from a Continental holiday.
His daughter Gillian, aged 11, was killed in the same

accident, and his wife and small son were seriously
injured.
Trevor Griffiths studied medicine at Cardiff, qualifying in

1938. After holding house appointments he worked as

medical registrar at the Llandough Hospital, Cardiff. Com-

missioned in the R.A.M.C., T.A., in 1939, he served through-
out the war, attaining the rank of major and being men-

tioned in dispatches for his gallant and distinguished services.
After the war he decided to specialize in radiology, taking
the D.M.R.D. in 1949 and graduating M.B. B.Ch. in the
following year. After holding the post of assistant radiolo-
gist at King's College Hospital, he was appointed consultant
radiologist to the Woolwich group of hospitals.

Dr. J. R. M. SANGSTER writes: Many of us engaged in
general practice in south-east London will sadly miss my

friend Dr. Trevor Griffiths. He introduced us to the prob-
lems and triumphs of domiciliary radiology and we could
not have had a better mentor. He had a wide knowledge of
general medicine and was always most helpful in discussing
the details of a case. Ever interested in the human side of
his specialty, he gave pleasure to our patients at his visits
and would often sit down to the discussion of some common

interest. He was a good and clever man. I am glad to have
had him for a friend. His daughter Gillian, who was also
killed in the accident, was a dear child of great promise. Our
hearts must go out to his wife and little son at this terrible
time.

G. C. MORT, M.D., D.P.H.
Dr. G. C. Mort, who was coroner for the city of Liver-
pool for a quarter of a century, died recently at the age

of 76.
George Cecil Mort was born at Stroud, Gloucestershire,

on July 13, 1881, the son of the Rev. Samuel Mort. From
Kingswood School, Bath, he entered Owens College, Man-
chester, as a medical student, graduating M.B., Ch.B. from
the Victoria University of Manchester in 1905. Four years

later he obtained the Liverpool D.P.H., and in 1915 pro-

ceeded to the M.D. In 1911 he was called to the Bar by
the Inner Temple. After graduation he held the appoint-
ments of assistant resident medical officer at the Barnes
Convalescent Hospital, Cheadle, house-surgeon at Man-
chester Royal Infirmary, and resident medical officer at the
Handel Cossham Hospital, Bristol. From 1908 to 1912 he
was senior medical officer at the Eastern Dispensary, Liver-
pool, and in 1913-14 assistant medical officer of health at
Burton-on-Trent. He served with the Royal Navy as a

surgeon-lieutenant throughout the first world war. Soon
after the end of the war he settled in practice at Liverpool.
From 1928 to 1953 he was coroner for the city, and in 1929
wvas appointed a justice of the peace. He was president of
the Coroners' Society of England in its centenary year, 1946.

D. T. RICHARDSON, C.B., M.C., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
Major-General D. T. Richardson, formerly director of
hygiene at the War Office, died at his home at Gairloch,
Ross-shire, on September 14. He was 70 years of age.

David Turnbull Richardson was born on December 21,
1886, and received his medical education at Edinburgh
University, where he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1910. Two
years later he entered the R.A.M.C. as a lieutenant. He
served in India and with the Aden Field Force during the
first world war, and for his services with the latter Force
was awarded the Military Cross in 1919 and mentioned ir.
dispatches. In 1923 he obtained the D.P.H. of the Scottish
Royal Colleges, and from 1928 to 1932 was an assistant
professor at the Royal Army Medical College. being
awarded the Leishman Prize in 1931 for his work in the

interests of military hygiene.
In 1934 he was promoted lieutenant-colonel. and fron

1935 until his retirement in 1946 he held various appoint-
ments at the War Office, with the exception of a brief period
in 1940 during the second world war when he was A.D.M.S.
to the British Expeditionary Force: from 1935 to 1938 he
was assistant director of hygiene; in 1938-9 professor of

hygiene; in 1939-40 deputy director of hygiene; and.

finally, from 1941 to 1946 director of hygiene. From 1941

until he retired he was an Honorary Surgeon to the King.
He was appointed C.B. in 1945, and a commander, with
star, of the Royal Order of St. Olaf of Norway in 1948.
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