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INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES

Official History of the Indian Armed Forces in the Second
World War, 1939-45. Medical Services. Edited by B. L.
Raina. Director Bisheshwar Prasad, D.Litt. Administration.
(Pp. 679+xxvi,; illustrated. Rs. 30.) Medicine, Surgery, and
Pathology. (Pp. 906+xliii* illustrated. Rs. 40.) New
Delhi: Combined Inter-Services Historical Section India and
Pakistan. 1955.

The history of war is always of immediate interest though
often soon forgotten, only to be revived at a much later
date. It is comforting to know that Caesar's cohorts were
able to retire to winter quarters, and no doubt it will be
valuable 2,000 years, hence to learn of the medical care of
the armed Forces in India between 1939 and 1945. These
two volumes, however, will have a very limited temporary
appeal. Volume I (of 672 pages) was completed in 1953;
this is entirely devoted to administration and not likely to
be of interest except to the professional military doctor.
The second volume (of 906 pages and completed in 1955)
is a survey of medicine, surgery, and pathology. The size
of the chapters varies enormously and without any apparent
relationship to the importance of the contents. For example,
venereology is dismissed in 12 pages with two short appen-
dices, but this was a very important aspect of military ser-
vice in India, and it is disclosed in the first volume that
venereal disease was the commonest single reason for reject-
ing Indian recruits on medical grounds in 1945. Of the
first 70 specimens examined by the neuropathologist in 1944
22 were from fatal cases of arsenical encephalopathy arising
in the treatment of syphilis. Tuberculosis is dismissed in
nine pages but sprue is allotted 105.

It is clearly not within the powers of a single reviewer to
assess the accuracy of the whole of these large volumes,
and this reviewer is only familiar with one aspect of the
subject. Here, unfortunately, serious errors are found. It
would seem that the opening page of the chapter devoted
to military neurology was written by one person and then
drastically edited by another, unfamiliar with the termino-
logy. In paragraph 3 of the first page neurology, neuro-
surgery, and neuropathology are hopelessly confused and
the whole paragraph is senseless. It is also curious that
the names of the officers who developed the Neurological
Centre, India Command, and who did almost the whole of
the work at that centre, are not named, although their suc-
cessors, who arrived when the war was over, are given
honourable mention. On the following page it states that
"The chief neurological disorders occurring in base areas
were meningococcal meningitis, acute poliomyelitis, epilepsy,
peripheral neuritis, late effects of head injury and neuro-
logical complications of malaria and heat stroke." This
may have been true of depots for Indian troops, but neuro-
logists will not be surprised to learn that in the Neurologi-
cal Centre the commonest diagnosis was neurosis, followed
by sciatica, head injury, and epilepsy. In an appendix to
this chapter there is a review of work done on peripheral
nerve injuries, but the editors have overlooked this contri-
bution and peripheral nerve injuries make a re-entry of 16
pages much later.

These volumes suffer through multiple contributors being
subjected to uneven editing by an editorial board that could
not have been in possession of all the facts.

HUGH GARLAND.

FAITH HEALING
Eleven Lourdes Miracles. By D. J. West, M.B., Ch.B.,
D.P.M. (Pp. 134+x. 15s.) London: Gerald Duckworth
and Co. Ltd. 1957.
Some Thoughts on Faith Healing. Edited by Vincent
Edmunds, M.D., M.R.C.P., and C. Gordon Scorer, M.B.E.,
M.A., M.D., F.R.C.S, (Pp. 60. 2s. 6d.) London: For the
Christian Medical Fellowship by the Tyndale Press. 1957.

In February next year it will be exactly 100 years since a
peasant girl gathering wood in the neighbourhood of Lourdes

is said to have had a vision of the Virgin Mary standing
in an opening in the rock. This opening has become the
famous heating grotto which is now a place of pilgrimage
from all parts of the world. More than three million
pilgrims and over twenty thousand sick visited Lourdes in
1949, and since then it is said that the numbers have in-
creased still further. Lourdes has become a considerable
centre for tourist and souvenir industries.

It is well known that alleged " cures" at Lourdes are
relatively infrequent and that claims for anything in the
nature of a miracle are scrutinized with great care by
Catholic officials appointed to these duties. The manner in
which these officials function is fully described by Dr. D. J..
West in his book Eleven Lourdes Miracles, in which he
gives a critical examination of the medical documents relat-
ing to eleven "miraculous" cures reported from Lourdes
between 1937 and 1950. These eleven cases are each dis-
cussed in detail and substantiated by quotations from rele-
vant documents. An appendix gives a list of all the cures
accepted by the Lourdes medical bureau in the period 1925-
50, 98 in all, but only about 10% of these have been pro-
claimed to be "miraculous." In other words, the official
" miracles " represent only a smalL minority of the cases
accepted by the Lourdes bureau as genuine instances of
remarkable cures.
A close examination of the eleven alleged miracles pro-

vides very little indication of anvthing in the nature of in-
explicable recovery, and, as for the so-called remarkable
cures (not claimed to be miraculous), these for the most part
refer to conditions which often are said to get better of their
own accord. The only remarkable feature was the speed
and manner in which the recovery occurred. The incomplete-
ness of the medical information on most of the cases makes
any kind of appraisal exceedingly difficult, but, as Dr. West
says, "As far as it goes, and taking the dossiers at their
face value, the evidence for anything 'miraculous' in the
popular sense is extremely meagre."

Dr. West undertook this investigation at the instance of
the Parapsychology Foundation of New York. He visited
Lourdes in 1955 and was given access to the original dossiers
of the medical bureau, so he speaks with first-hand know-
ledge of what he has himself investigated. It is to be hoped
that copies of this objective and disinterested study wilL be
made easily available to all members. of the medical bureau
at Lourdes and that they will pay attention to the sugges-
tions Dr. West makes as to ways in which they might
improve the documentation of the evidence they collect.
The modest title Some Thoughts on Faith Healing scarcely

does justice to the pamphlet of sixty pages recently published
by the Christian Medical Fellowship. It would be better
described by the title "Common-sense Thoughts on Faith
Healing," because this is a most reasonable and sensible
exposition of a subject about which a lot of nonsense has
been written. The study circle responsible for this booklet
seems to have been meeting at about the same time as the
B.M.A. Committee or soon after, because reference is made
more than once to the recently published Report to the
Archbishops' Commission. The conclusions of the Christian
Medical Fellowship Group are much the same as those of
the B.M.A. Report, but if points were to be given for read-
ability, constructiveness, and sense of conviction there is
little doubt that this booklet by Dr. Edmunds and Mr.
Scorer would win on points. CUmBERT DUKES.

FLUID BALANCE
Essentials of Fluid Balance. By D. A. K. Black, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. (Pp. 127+xiv; illustrated. 18s. 6d.) Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1957.

Dr. Black has made important original contributions to our
knowledge of water and electrolyte balance in health and
disease. There is no one better qualified to write a guide
to the subject. His declared purposes have been to keep the
book as short as possible, consistent with clarity, and to
make the presentation helpful to the general medical reader,
including the undergraduate student. Anyone who has tried
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