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The policy of the General Nursing Council in regard to
the number of beds in a hospital approved by them for nurse
training was raised by a regional committee, as it was making
the staffing of smaller hospitals extremely difficult. This was
referred to the joint committee of the British Medical
Association and the Royal College of Nursing.

Other Business
The Committee agreed that the Council should be in-

formed that it approved the recommendation of the Public
Relations Committee (which was approved by the Council
at its meeting on May 2) that it was not the function of the
British Medical Association to instruct the public on its
responsibilities for the care of aged relatives, and that
propaganda to this end should be carried out by the Ministry
of Health and the religious communities of the country.
A resolution of the Representative Body asking that the

Council should discuss with the Governmentthe formationof
a major casualty service covering the whole country with
special reference to the position of medical practitioners was
considered, and it was decided to seek the views of the
regional committees before giving it detailed consideration.
A resolution from a B.M.A. Division that all doctors

should receive the appropriate fees for supplying certificates
and reports upon patients under their care to interested
parties, other than the Ministry of Pensions and National
Insurance, was considered. The resolution arose out of an
answer given in " Questions Answered " (Supplement, Sep-
tember 22, p. 135). The Executive Committee thought that
hospital medical staffs should have the right to charge fees
for reports given to patients under treatment when no special
examination was involved.
A resolution asking the Committee to recommend to the

Ministry that hospital management committees should invite
chairmen and honorary secretaries of hospital group medical
committees to sit on management committees as observers
was discussed. It was apparent from the discussion that
practice in this matter varied considerably and that the
opinions of members were governed to some extent by the
practice in their area. The resolution was adopted to be
forwarded to the Joint Committee.

MALTA MEDICAL SERVICES
ADVISER'S REPORT

Last September the Prime Minister of Malta, Mr. Dom
Mintoff, appointed Mr. John D. Cronin, M.P., an ortho-
paedic surgeon and socialist Member of Parliament for
Loughborough, to advise him on the reorganization of the
medical services and the eventual introduction of a national
health service in Malta. Mr. Cronin has now sent his report
to Mr. Mintoff.

Mr. Cronin's investigation had no connexion with that
recently undertaken by the commission which left for Malta
in November (Supplement, November 10, p. 181). The
decision to appoint this commission, of which Mr. L. Farrer-
Brown was chairman and Sir Harold Boldero and Mr. J. B.
Oldham were members, was taken in April as a result of
the settlement reached in the dispute between the Govern-
ment of Malta and the medical profession in the island
(Supplement, May 5, p. 263). The commission's task was
to investigate conditions in the Malta medical service and to
make recommendations on its future organization, and
under the agreement its report, which is not yet available,
is to go to both parties in the dispute. The Maltese doctors
protested in October against the Prime Minister's delay in
appointing the commission.

In his report Mr. Cronin has avoided questions of re-
muneration and administration in the medical services. Nor
does he make recommendations on the recent dispute be-
tween the Government of Malta and the Medical Officers
Union. The latter declined to present formal evidence to
him, but gave, however, a detailed exposition of their views
on the mewdical services informally.

Present Services
Mr. Cronin reports that hospital patients were receiving

a satisfactory degree of skill and care within the general
limitations of accommodation and equipment. An increase
in the staff and accommodation is needed, and urgently
so in the mental hospital. In St. Luke's Hospital, the onlv
general hospital, a comparatively small visiting staff have
individually rather large numbers of beds, and the position,
in Mr. Cronin's view, is that a small number of specialists
monopolize the general hospital accommodation and, by
inference, the private consultant work. This is not in the
public interest, he says, and recommends an increase in
the staff generally and particularly in the special depart-
ments, together with more registrars, although there is no
suggestion of inefficient treatment so far.
Four full-time professors in the main subjects of medi-

cine, surgery, gynaecology and obstetrics, and pathology
should be appointed as soon as possible, with facilities in
St. Luke's Hospital for clinical work. The students' clinical
studies should be organized on the British teaching hospital
pattern and a properly equipped medical school provided.
The present district medical service, with its insufficient

salary for government work subsidized by private fees, is
satisfactory for neither patients nor doctors, and, in Mr.
Cronin's view, should be abolished. Its structure is funda-
mentally unsound.
The setting up of a medical tribunal for investigating

cases of infamous professional conduct is recommended in
the report. This tribunal in its procedure and codes of
conduct should follow the pattern of the General Medical
Council in Great Britain, and should have similar powers
to suspend a doctor's licence to practise in Malta.

Future National Health Service
Mr. Cronin sees as the appropriate ultimate goal a

national health service for Malta on the lines of the British
Health Service, with free medical attention and free choice
of general practitioner as a right. The present district
medical officer service should be incorporated into this.
It is not recommended that private practice should be
abolished, as this would be " an intolerable curtailment of
individual liberty." A satisfactory health service, however,
should be so efficient that private medical attention would
come to be regarded as an unnecessary luxury, and rigid
safeguards, the report says, would be essential to ensure
that less satisfactory service was not given to the State
patient than the private patient.

Mr. Cronin discusses the possible methods of payment of
general practitioners, and comes down firmly against a
salaried service and in favour of the capitation fee system.
For consultants he recommends sessional fees.
The health service should be brought in by progressive

steps, without unduly long intervals, starting with the
general practitioner service, if necessary by income limit
stages, followed by a hospital and specialist service and
later a free dental service. Medicines should be free, but
" it is essential," the report states, " that this part of the
service should be kept under strict control, as extravagant
prescribing makes it very expensive."
The report observes that no satisfactory machinery exists

for consultation between the medical profession in Malta
and the Maltese Minister of Health, and the setting up of
an advisory council is recommended. Views on its com-
position should be sought from the British Medical Associa-
tion, the Medical Officers Union, and the Royal University,
but a body of a similar nature to that which advises the
Minister of Health in England and Wales is envisaged.

Correction.-We regret that the list of co-opted members of
the Coal Gas Poisoning Subcommittee (Supplement, December 1,
p. 201) omitted the names of Mr. A. J. Penston, assistant secre,
tary, Gas Council; and Mr. F. C. Smith, formerly secretary,
Watson House Centre, Gas Council.
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