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an E.N.T. department is a suitable specialty to be housed
in an infectious diseases hospital is debatable, but with
the provision of a suitable theatre and ancillary services it
could deal with much of the surgical waiting-list and could
provide beds which are so urgently needed in the group for
general medicine and many specialties.-I am, etc.,

London, W.I. DAVID ERSKINE.

Antihistamines and Urficaria
SIR,-I should like to record the following case of an

acute urticarial reaction promptly relieved by an antihist-
aminic compound.
A 30-year-old woman, who had been receiving psychiatric

treatment at our polyclinic, was given 1 ml. of a vitamin B
complex preparation intravenously. In about two minutes
she developed an acute generalized erythema and urticarial
elements were evident after five minutes. An intense feeling
of heat, associated with a compulsive itching of the cheeks,
legs, and abdomen, was reported by the patient. Her lips
swelled and the conjunctivae were hyperaemic. She also
reported a pulsating headache. 10 ml. of calcium gluconate
were administered immediately, but this served only to
increase the feeling of heat.
About half an hour after the administration of the

vitamin B complex, 1 ml. of antazoline (" antistin ") was
given slowly intravenously for a period of five minutes,
during which time the patient became free of itching and
felt cool. The " heavy feeling " of lips and eyes disappeared
and the hyperaemia of the conjunctivae almost vanished.
Gradually the erythema decreased, the papular elements
over the legs bleached, and there remained no sign of any
allergic manifestation after 25 minutes.-I am, etc.,

Asfuriyeh, Lebanon. A. S. DRDOBY.

Thyroid Retractors
SIR,-I have just had the following letter from N. M.

Peryer, Ltdl., of Christchurch, New Zealand, makers of the
thyroid retractor which I attempted to imitate and describe
in the Journal (June 5, p. 1319), and I feel it would be fair
to them to reproduce it in your correspondence column, as
I know some of your readers have been interested in these
retractors.

" We have read with great interest your article in the June 5
issue of the British Medical Journal regarding the thyroid
retractors which you used during your visit to the Wellington
Hospital.

" About the year 1930 the late Dr. Hayes, an anaesthetist,
brought two sets of these retracfors back with him from a trip
overseas. He presented one pair to Sir Hugh Acland, F.R.C.S.,
and the other pair to L. A. Bennett, Esq., F.R.C.S., both of
Christchurch. Mr. Bennett was kind enough to lend us his pair
for a short time and our instrument maker copied them. Since
then we have sold hundreds of pairs and to-day they are widely
used, not only for thyroids, but for other surgical conditions. We
understand their correct name is 'the Swedish Hospital Minnesota
Retractor.' "

-I am, etc.,
London, N.W.8. HENEAGE OGILVIE.

Infantile Scurvy
SIR,-The report of cases of infantile scurvy by Drs.

Gwyn Howells, P. E. S. Palmer, and W. H. St. John-Brooks
(Journal, November 13, p. 1143) is timely and of great
interest. They quote H. C. Cameron's statement that " in its
grosser manifestations [scurvy] may be said to have ceased
to exist" and conclude that it is untrue. The important
point is that when made, as it was in 1941, it was true, but
in 1954 it does not seem to be true. In the Birmingham
Children's Hospital it has been usual to see one or two
cases of infantile scurvy a year, but during the past 12
months we have seen seven cases. At the same time,
we have seen an increasing number of cases of nutritional
anaemia in infants and young children-another condition

which had almost ceased to exist. It would be interesting
to know whether deficiency disease is occurring in other
parts of the country. If so, then what changes are taking
place in the social services concerned with preventive
paediatrics which may be responsible, or what other explan-
ation may there be ?-I am, etc.,
Birmingham. FRANCES BRAID.

An Infant's Dental Chair
SIR,-We note with interest lPr. Victor Goldman's ar.icle

and illustration (Journal, October 23, p. 985) on the subject
of "An Infant's Dental Chair." For the past twelve months
we have been using a similar but, we think, a more ade-
quate appliance. It is identical with Dr. Goldman's model,
but has in addition a miniature steering wheel, which pre-
vents the infant from sliding forward off the seat. Further,
the highly coloured driving wheel helps to distract the in-
fantfs attention during induction and is equally useful in the
return to consciousness stage. A young lady from a local
motoring establishment is responsible for this most useful
innovation.-I am, etc.,

PAT BYRNE.
London, S.E.24 FRED FARMER.

B.M.A. Library
SIR,-This letter is sent in order to express my apprecia-

tion of one of the valuable privileges of membership of the
British Medical Association-namely, that of the library
service, which is provided for all members of the Associa-
tion, not merely to those residing in London or within easy
reach of Tavistock Square. By means of the postal service
books are available to all members, and a skilled librarian
will select if requested, and have sent on to any member,
wherever he or she may reside, recent textbooks and refer-
ence books on the particular subject or subjects on which
information is desired, and this selection and advice seem
to me to be the most valuable part of the library service.

Let me illustrate my own personal experience. Having
developed a cardiac disability, a neighbouring colleague
sent me to a cardiologist for his opinion on my disability.
X-ray screening and a series of electrocardiograms were
taken, followed by a learned disquisition on my condition.
Some of this advice I grasped, some I didn't, I being an
older man who was not trained in the modern details of
cardiology. This caused me to seek the help of the B.M.A.
Librarian, to whom I applied for assistance. Within three
days I received by post White's Heart Disease, 4th edition,
and accompanying it Graybiel's Electrocardiography in
Practice, 3rd edition. As this letter contains several personal
details, I sign myself

APPRECIATIVE MEMBER OF THE B.M.A.

War Memorial Dedication
SIR,-May I be allowed to express in your columns my

deep impression of the profoundly moving ceremony which
took place in the Court of Honour on November 2, the
commemoration of All Souls.? I feel none who was present
can fail to have been struck by the beauty and dignity of
the service so beautifully put together. The accompaniment
of the hymns and tasteful renderings before the service by
the R.A.M.C. band were extremely sympathetic. The
hymns were so suitable, and that composed for the occasion
was really a gem of poetry. The fanfares and eloquent
address of the Archbishop, and seraphic ascription by the
choir, were highlights of the service.
One felt all present were indebted to the officers of the

B.M.A. who arranged the programme of proceedings. The
War Memorial itself is a masterpiece of sculpture and those
now in the church triumphant are most fittingly commem-
orated. All Souls'. Day will thus live long in the memory
of us who were privileged to be present.-I am, etc.,

Redhili. J. B. GURNEY SMITH.
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